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PREFACE 


YOUR  HISTORIAN  APPRECIATES  EVERY  EFFORT  MADE  BY  THE  DIF- 
FERENT CHURCHES  OF  THE  JOHNSTON  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  TO  ASSEMBLE 
THEIR  LOCAL  HISTORIES  AND  THUS  PRODUCE  THIS  COLLECTION  AS  A  SALUTE 
TO  THE  YEAR  1976  -  OUR  BI-CENTENNIAL  ANNIVERSARY  AS  A  NATION  OF 
GOD-FEARING  PEOPLE  WHO  SINCERELY  DESIRED  THE  FREEDOM  TO  WORSHIP 
AS  THEY  WISHED. 

THE  READER  WILL  SEE  THE  NEED  FOR  PRESERVING  CHURCH  RE- 
CORDS CAREFULLY  EACH  YEAR.  THE  LIBRARY  AT  WAKE  FOREST  UNIVERSITY 
AND  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY  IN  RALEIGH  WRITE  CHURCHES  TO  LET  THEM 
MICROFILM   AND    LAMINATE    VALUABLE   MATERIALS.    THE   COST  IS   SMALL. 

AS  YOU  READ  THESE  HUMBLE  HISTORIES  MAY  YOUR  FAITH  IN  GOD 
AND  MAN  INCREASE. 


Leata  Allen  Barnes 

Historian  1975-1976 

Johnston  Baptist  Association 


JOHNSTON  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 


"As  the  Twentieth  century  appeared  upon  the 
scene;  the  matter  of  having  too  many  member 
churches  in  the  Raleigh  Association  first  began  to 
pose  a  problem.  By  1902  there  were  calls  for 
action.  J.  M.  Broughton,  father  of  the  late  Governor 
Broughton  of  North  Carolina,  was  the  first  to  bring 
the    matter    before    the    Association    in    session: 

—  —  —  —  recommended  that,  as  the  Association 
had  fifty-six  churches  and  several  missionary 
preaching  stations  and  a  membership  of  six  thou- 
sand, and  as  'growth  in  our  Lord's  Kingdom  would 
be  best  served  if  our  churches  were  in  closer  touch 
with  each  other,'  resolved  'the  time  has  come  for 
the  organization  of  a  new  Association  out  of  the 
churches  that  are  now  connected  with  this  body.'  " 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Association  was  to 
present  the  matter  to  the  churches  and,  if  agreed, 
to  fix  boundaries  and  time  and  place  of  first  meet- 
ing by  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Raleigh  Asso- 
ciation. 

History  of  Raleigh  Association 

At  the  ninety-eighth  annual  session  of  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Association,  held  with  the  Smithfield 
Baptist  Church,  Smithfield,  N.  C,  October  29,  30, 
31,  and  November  1,  1903,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  passed  by  a  vote  of  41  to  31. 

Because  of  the  great  number  of  churches  now 
comprising  the  Raleigh  Association,  and  the 
further  difficulty  of  assembling  their  representa- 
tives for  associational  purposes  on  account  of  the 
vastness  of  the  territory  over  which  it  is  now 
spread;  be  it 

Resolved:  1st.  That  we  advise  a  division  of  the 
present  territory  and  churches  with  a  view  to 
forming  a  new  association. 

Resolved:  2nd.  That  we  recommend  the  lines 
bounding  the  territory  of  Johnston  County  as  the 
general  boundary  lines  for  the  proposed  new 
Association. 

Resolved:  3rd.  That  we  hereby  extend  to  all  the 
churches  of  the  Raleigh  Association  in  or  near  the 
territory  of  Johnston  County  privilege  to  elect 
delegates  from  their  respective  bodies  to  meet  at 
such  time  and  place  as  may  be  at  this  assembly 
mentioned,  to  organize  themselves  into  a  regular 
Baptist  Association,  to  form  their  own  plans  of 
operation  and  co-operation  with  the  State  Con- 
vention in  the  missionary  work  of  the  denomination. 


On  motion  of  Brother  A.  A.  Pippin  the  vote  was 
made  unanimous. 

Friday  afternoon,  October  30,  a  meeting  of  those 
interested  in  the  formation  of  the  new  association 
was  held  in  the  Sunday  School  room  of  the 
Smithfield  Baptist  Church.  Brother  J.  W.  Suttle 
presided.  On  motion  a  meeting  of  the  representa- 
tives from  the  churches  comprising  the  new  body 
was  called  to  be  held  with  Selma  Baptist  Church 
Friday  night,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  November  27, 
28,  and  29,  1903,  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  the 
organization.  Brother  Suttle  was  instructed  to  issue 
a  letter  to  all  the  churches  desiring  to  enter  the 
new  organization  asking  them  to  send  delegates  to 
Selma   at   the   place    and   time   above  mentioned. 

Friday  Night,  November  27 

Pursuant  to  the  call  issued  by  order  of  the  meeting 
at  Smithfield,  October  30,  1903,  representatives 
from  the  churches  met  in  Selma  Baptist  Church, 
Friday  night,  November  27,  1903,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  the  new  Association. 

Devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Brother 
John  C.  Scarborough,  President  of  Chowan  Female 
Institute,  Murfreesboro,  N.  C.  Sermon  by  Brother 
Livingston  Johnson,  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention.  Text:  "For  the  spirit 
of  the  living  creature  was  in  the  wheels."  Ezekial 
1 :20.  Prayer  by  Brother  W.  G.  Hall. 

The  meeting  was  then  called  to  order  and  Brother 
J.  W.  Suttle  asked  to  act  as  Moderator  pro  tern., 
and  Brother  T.  J.  Lassiter,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

Brethren  C.  W.  Richardson  of  Selma  Church,  and 
C.  W.  Carter  of  Clayton  Church  were  named  as 
tellers,  and  asked  to  take  the  names  of  delegates 
and  churches  represented.  It  was  found  that 
twenty-four  churches  were  represented. 

The  following  committee  on  Order  of  Business  was 
appointed:  M.  A.  Adams,  J.  M.  Beaty  and  J.  P. 
Canaday. 

Brother  C.  W.  Blanchard  offered  a  Constitution 
for  adoption.  After  some  little  discussion,  the 
Constitution,  with  some  minor  changes  was  un- 
animously adopted. 

On  motion  to  name  the  Association,  the  following 
names  were  suggested:  "Smithfield",  "Selma", 
"Clayton",  "Matthew  T.  Yates",  and  "Johnston 
County   Baptist   Association".    After   a   short,  but 


animated    discussion    the    Association   was  named 
"Johnston  County  Baptist  Association". 

The    Association  then  went  into   the  election  of 
permanent  officers. 

Brother  R.  H.  Gower  of  Clayton  was  unanimously 
elected  Moderator,  and  assumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  fol- 
lowing   officers     were    elected    by    acclamation: 

Vice  Moderator  —J.  P.  Canaday  of  Benson 
Clerk  —  T.  J.  Lassiter  of  Smithfield 
Treasurer  —  C.  W.  Richardson  of  Selma 
Historian  —  C.  W.  Blanchard  of  Clayton 

Messengers     to     the     organizational     meeting     of 
Johnston    County    Baptist    Association    —    1903: 

155     Antioch  -  R.  R.  Creech,  G.  R.  Whitley  and 
J.  W.  Corbet. 
85     Baptist  Centre —J.  C.  Hardee 
70     Bethany    —    Worley   Creech,   L.   L.  Creech, 
Merritt  Pace  and  David  Pace. 
170     Bethesda-J.J.  Wallace 

130     Benson  -  J.  P.  Canaday,  N.  H.  Gibbs,  M.  D. 
Thomas  and  J.  H.  Boon 
53      Blackmon's    Grove    -    F.    P.    Wood,    P.    L. 

and  Ernest  Grice 
47     Carter's  Chapel  —  Oscar  Mozengo 
261      Clayton  -  C.  W.   Blanchard,  C.  W.  Carter, 

R.  H.  Gower  and  D.  H.  McCullers 
100     Clyde's  Chapel  -  J.  R.  Hood 
61      Corinth  -  E.  C.  Whitley,  Oscar  O'Neal,  A.  D. 

Atkinson  and  N.  G.  Williamson 
19      Four  Oaks -J.  A.  Fort 


23      Hood's  Grove  —  Represented  by  J.  W.  Suttle 
257      Lee's  Chapel —J.  B.  Bunn 

3 1      Live  Oak  -  W.  M.  Eason 
169     Mount  Moriah      M.  T.  Wilder  and  J.  F.  Poole 
51      Noble's   Chapel    -   J.    R.    Todd    and  J.    B. 

Mecome 
83      New  Bethel      Represented  by  J.  W.  Nobles 
19     Oliver's  Grove  —  Haywood  Johnson  and  S. 

Parnell 
6      Parish    Memorial    —  J.    F.    Watson,  Samuel 

Parish  and  Needham  Parish 
21      Pine  Level  —  Alex.  Strickland 
50     Pisgah  —  J.  W.  Jones  and  E.  R.  Jones 
58      Princeton  —  W.  R.  Pearce 
12      Sardis  -  N.  B.  Stevens 
73      Shiloh  -  Represented  by  W.  G.  Hall 
110      Selma  -  M.  C.  Winston,  C.  W.  Richardson, 

H.  D.  Hood,  S.  C.  Robertson  and  N.  R.  Batten 
101      Smithfield  -  J.  M.  Beaty,  J.  D.  Underwood, 

R.  A.  Merritt, J.  W.  Setzer, J.  A.  UnderhiU.Jr., 

H.  D.  Ellington  and  T.  J.  Lassiter 
27      Thanksgiving  —  W.  G.  Earp  and  L.  W.  Brannan 
37      Trinity  —  Arthur  Lee 

83      White  Oak  -  N.  E.  Jeffrews  and  R.  H.  Biggs 
47      Wilson's  Mills  -  J.  T.  Holt 

The  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  met  with 
Selma  Baptist  Church  in  1908,  with  R.  H.  Gower 
serving  as  Moderator. 

The  Association  presented  a  large  memorial  win- 
dow to  the  Selma  Church  with  Mr.  Gower  making 
the  presentation  speech  and  the  pastor,  O.  R. 
Mangum  making  the  acceptance  speech  in  behalf 
of  the  church. 

Minutes,  Johnston  Baptist  Association,  1903 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(CLA  YTON) 


A  Century  of  Interest 
1811  -  1910 

Saturday  before  the  2nd  Sunday,  October  14, 
1811,  during  conference,  Rigdon  Johnson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Bethel,  Wake  County, 
was  received  for  the  express  purpose  of  establishing 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Liberty  Meeting 
House,  Johnston  County,  North  Carolina. 

Organizers  of  the  church  were  William  Creath  and 
Robert  T.  Daniel  —  two  Baptist  preachers  of  ex- 
trordinary  abilities.  Creath,  born  December  23, 
1768,  in  Nova  Scotia,  (whose  family  immigrated 
to  Granville  County)  joined  Grassy  Creek  Baptist 
Church  when  about  twenty  years  of  age  and  was 
educated  for  the  ministry  in  the  home  of  Elder 
John  Williams,  a  distinguished  minister  of  Lunen- 
burg County,  Virginia.  Daniel,  born  June  10,  1773, 
in  Middlesex  County,  Virginia,  lived  in  Chatham 
County  and  joined  Holly  Springs  Baptist  Church  in 
1802,  at  age  29,  and  was  ordained  to  preach  in 
1803  by  Elders  Hicks  and  Nathan  Gulley.  Rigdon 
Johnson,  a  resident  of  the  Bethel  community, 
began  preaching  about  1810,  was  ordained  by 
Johnston  Liberty  in  1842  and  from  1811  until  his 
death  was  the  oldest  member. 

The  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  was  organized  in 
1805  with  but  four  churches  which  were  dismissed 
from  the  Neuse  Association  —  Wake  Cross  Roads, 
Cool  Springs,  Wake  Liberty  and  Holly  Springs. 
Johnston  Liberty  claims  to  have  joined  that 
association  in  1812.  However,  records  are  scarce 
and  the  Raleigh  Association  was  very  strict  in 
regard  to  membership  in  good  standing.  The  annual 
church  letter,  $1.25  for  printing  the  minutes  and 
the  presence  of  messengers  were  required.  Proof  of 
membership  in  1812  is  difficult  but  it  was  received 
in  1832  and  maintained  regular  membership 
thereafter. 

Records  of  the  Raleigh  Association  though  sparce 
for  the  first  twenty  odd  years  do  reveal  the  general 
conditions  of  the  day.  The  usual  meeting  house, 
constructed  of  logs  or  clapboard,  measured  some- 
thing like  40  X  20  feet.  Churches  met  on  Saturday 
afternoon  and  on  the  following  Sunday.  The 
preachers,  usually  called  Elders,  served  three  other 
churches  as  well.  Maintaining  the  moral  integrity  of 
the  church  ranked  along  with  messages  of  preach- 
ers in  importance  —  offences  usually  being  failure 
to  attend  church  services,  drunkenness,  fornication 
and  lack  of  harmony.  We  note  little  organization. 
Finances  were  collected  as  willingness  to  meet  the 


First  Baptist  Church 

Clayton,  North  Carolina 

need  arose.  It  was  considered  the  "bounden  duty" 
of  each  member  to  contribute  annually  to  the 
support  of  the  preacher.  Interest  in  societies, 
missions     and     Bible     distribution     was     evident. 

In  the  meantime  events  of  historical  importance  to 
Johnston  Liberty  were  taking  place.  The  Tri-ennial 
Convention,  through  the  influence  of  Luther  Rice, 
was  organized  in  Philadelphia  in  1814.  Two  years 
later,  1816,  The  Baptist  Benevolent  Society  was 
formed  for  the  promotion  of  missions  at  home  and 
abroad  —  Robert  T.  Daniel  was  named  its  agent  at 
a  salary  of  $300  a  year.  On  March  26,  1830,  that 
society  became  the  State  Baptist  Convention. 
Thomas  Meredith  edited  The  Baptist  Interpreter  at 
Edenton.  It  later  became  The  Biblical  Recorder 
and  was  published  at  New  Bern.  He  also  drafted 
the  constitution  for  the  State  Convention  and 
delivered  a  thirteen  page  address  to  Baptist  people, 
especially  those  in  process  of  becoming  anti-mis- 
sions, anti-education,  anti-Sunday  School  and  anti- 
benevolence. 

In  1839  Johnston  Liberty  was  re-constituted  with 
David  Thomson  of  Smithfield  presiding.  There 
were  twenty-two  persons  on  roll  at  the  time  — 
Judith  Avery  and  Rigdon  Johnson  were  listed  as 
original  members. 

Growth  followed  the  re-organization.  Two  years 
later,  1841,  records  show  that  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  persons  had  been  baptized  and  one 
received  by  letter.  The  State  Convention  met  with 


Johnston  Liberty  for  its  annual  meetings  in  1840 
and  in  1841. 

An  August  revival  meeting  which  lasted  eleven  days 
ended  with  persons  being  received  for  Johnston 
Liberty,  some  for  other  churches  and  eleven  for  a 
new  church  —  Baptist  Center. 

In  1876  a  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  Clay- 
ton Academy  with  J.  M.  White  the  Superintendent. 

These  events  are  of  great  interest  as  the  Civil  War 
had     set     everything    back,     especially     missions. 

In  1881  efforts  to  secure  a  deed  to  the  land  on 
which  Johnston  Liberty  Church  stood,  including 
graveyards,  were  negative,  but  the  owner,  John 
Meddlers,  said  the  congregation  was  welcome  to 
the  house.  In  September,  1882,  the  group  decided 
to  move  to  Clayton  and  change  the  name  to 
Clayton  Baptist  Church.  In  May,  1883,  it  began 
meeting  in  Clayton  Academy.  While  meeting  there, 
it  decided  to  "build  a  House  36  feet  wide,  56  feet 
long  and  18  feet  pitch  from  floor  to  joists".  On 
February  2,  1884,  it  sold  the  old  "House,  Benches, 
Stand  and  Spit  Boxes  for  a  total  of  $103.95  -  the 
buyer,  W.  H.  McCullers  and  Sons,  to  deliver 
twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  new  lumber  in  lieu  of 
currency.  A  lot  in  the  north-east  part  of  town  and 
owned  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ellington  was  select- 
ed. A  deed,  dated  August  25,  1884,  signed  by  J.  F. 
Ellington  and  wife  Christiana,  for  one  dollar  gave 
to  the  Trustees,  and  their  successors  in  office,  of 
Clayton  Baptist  Church,  one  acre  of  land  "on 
which  may  stand  the  security  of  the  Lord  where 
His  followers  of  this  and  coming  generations  may 
worship". 

Trustees  in  1884  were:  W.  H.  McCullers,  Sr.,  J.  T. 
Ellington,  J.  B.  Robertson,  A.  J.  Ellis  and  V.  B. 
Tomlinson.  Plans  for  the  church  building  were 
drawn  by  George  W.  Ellis.  By  1888  the  building 
including  a  belfry  was  finished!  In  1889  the  name 
was  changed  to  Clayton  Baptist  Church  and  O.  C. 
Horton  was  pastor  at  a  salary  of  $200!! 

The  church  letter  to  the  Raleigh  Association  for 
1889  gave:  church  membership  195;  contributions 
$267;"$25  to  State  Missions;  $10  to  Education; 
$5  to  Orphanage;  $200  to  pastor's  salary;  $25  to 
Incidentals  and  $2  to  the  Minute  Fund.  The  Sun- 
day School  of  135  members  purchased  an  organ 
for    the    church    and      Sunday    School   for  $105. 

The  turn  of  the  century  brought  on  activity.  On 
December  25,  1899,  a  committee  met  to  consider 
building  a  parsonage  which  cost  $1,963.77,  when 
completed.  In   1903  a  baptistry  and  classrooms  to 


the  rear  of  the  church  were  added  at  a  cost  of 
$375.  Two  classrooms  on  the  side  of  the  building 
were  added  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Massey.  In  1903  Clayton 
Baptist  Church  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  which  was 
organized  that  year  in  Selma.  R.  H.  Gower  of 
Clayton  was  its  first  Moderator  and  C.  W. 
Blanchard,  pastor,  was  its  first  Historian! 

Pastors  during  the  years  1811  —  1910  were:  Rigdon 
Johnson,  David  Thomson,  John  F.  Ellington,  J.  B. 
Jackson,  Stinceon  Ivey,  Amos  Weaver,  Dr.  W.  B. 
Harrell,  J.  K.  Howell,  George  J.  Dowell,  J.  M. 
White,  W.  C.  Nowell,  C.  A.  G.  Thomas,  J.  R.  Jones, 
O.  C.  Horton,  R.  R.  Day,  W.  C.  Newton,  G.  N. 
Cowan,  J.  F.  Tuttle,  John  Lewis,  C.  W.  Blanchard 
and  T.  H.  Thornton. 

Full  Time  Ministry 
1910-  1976 

A.  C.  Hamby,  a  graduate  of  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary  in  1910,  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  for  the 
year  and  the  promise  of  a  month's  vacation  during 
which  he  might  attend  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
meeting,  became  Clayton  Baptist  Church's  first 
full-time  pastor. 

During  the  sixty-six  years  of  full-time  preaching 
and  ministry  the  following  capable  and  well  train- 
ed men  have  served  Clayton  Baptist:  A.  C.  Hamby, 
1910-1918;  A.  O.  Moore,  1918-1923;  Russell  C. 
White,  1923-1926;  Dr.  Ira  E.  D.  Andrews,  1926- 
1931;  Yancey  C.  Elliott,  1932-1937;  Dr.  Roy  R. 
McCulloch,  1937-1942;  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt, 
1943-1957;  F.  Eugene  Deese,  1958-1959; 
Harold  M.  White,  1959-1963;  John  W.  Steen, 
1963-1970;  and  Patrick  N.  Forbes,  1970-1975. 

Since  1960  the  following  persons,  each  a  student  at 
Southeastern  Seminary,  have  served  in  an  associate 
capacity  to  the  pastor:  Robert  B.  Poole,  Charles 
Smith,  Edwin  Dacus,  Paul  Johnson,  J.  W.  Penning- 
ton, Jr.,  Beverly  G.  Hawkins,  and  Herbert  Strange. 
James  Elmore  is  Church  Organist. 

The  church  has  been  deeply  touched  by  three  wars: 
World  War  I,  The  Korean  or  World  War  II  and  the 
Vietnamese  War.  It  survived  the  Great  Depression 
of  the  1930's  —  when  its  pastor  volunteered  a 
reduction  in  his  salary. 

A  number  of  valuable  gifts  have  been  received  by 
the  church:  chimes  for  the  organ  from  the  Massey 
family;  cushioned  seats  for  the  choir  from  the 
Knotts  —  father  and  son;  a  Trust  Fund  of  $3,000 
established  by  gifts  of  $1,000  from  S.  R.  Home 
and   $2,000   from  J.   A.  Vinson;  a  public  address 


system  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Ruby  Ellis;  a 
cadenza  for  the  main  vestibule  from  relatives  of 
Dwight,  Swade  and  Grace  Barbour;  cash  —  $1,000 
—  on  organ  from  Linder  Alford;  lots  for  the 
pastorium  from  McCullers  and  Barbour  families; 
the  Welch  property  for  a  parking  lot  from  the 
W.  R.  O'Neal  family;  and  from  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Viola  B.  Ellis  $500  cash  for  missions  and 
one-tenth  of  proceeds  from  sale  of  her  real  pro- 
perty in  Clayton.  Other  memorial  gifts  have  been 
received  for  various  objects  such  as  a  piano,  the 
Library,  the  pastorium,  Day  Care  Center  and 
Church  History. 

The  church  has  given  to  other  churches:  to  Hillside, 
all  equipment  used  when  it  was  a  mission  of  the 
church;  to  Hocutt,  $1,200  to  be  applied  to  its  first 
pastor's  salary;  to  Baptist  Center,  light  fixtures 
valued  at  $100  and  check  for  $282.85^;  to  Newton 
Grove,  check  for  Building  Fund;  to  World  Relief, 
$500  cash  and  clothing;  and  $2,500  to  Wake 
Forest  Enlargement  Fund. 

The  church  building  program  includes:  the  present 
brick  structure  which  was  dedicated  January  7, 
1923;  the  pastorium  which  was  completed  in  1937 
at  a  cost  of  $5,192.01  plus  some  gratis  labor;  and 
an  addition  to  the  original  building  which  was 
completed  in  1958  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$58,000.  The  interior  of  the  church  was  complete- 
ly redecorated  in  1970  at  a  cost  of  $32,000  -  a 


task  which  included  painting,  carpeting,  and 
electrical  fixtures. 

Church-related  organizations  function  well.  A 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  with  eight  members, 
was  organized  in  1901  and  now  has  ten  groups  and 
youth  organizations.  The  Ladies  Aid  Society 
merged  with  W.M.U.  in  1929.  Baptist  Men,  Choirs, 
Church  Training,  Sunday  School  and  Youth  have 
programs. 

Church  finances  intrigue  any  church  member.  In 
1912,  when  the  membership  was  332  the  offerings 
totaled  $2,883.76.  Clayton  Baptist  was  apportioned 
$6,000  per  year  for  the  "75  million  campaign". 
Some  little  mite  boxes,  the  use  of  which  was  advo- 
cated by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  "two  cents 
per  family  member  on  the  first  day  of  the  week" 
for  missions  are  historical  mementos  of  the  church. 
The  process  of  budgeting,  tithing,  regular  and 
systematic  giving  has  grown  steadily  until  now, 
1976,  the  church  budget  is  $85,574. 

Clayton  Baptist  Church,  whose  name  was  changed 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  Clayton,  North  Carolina  in 
1942,  will  be  one  hundred  and  fifty -six  years  old  — 
October  11,  1976! 

Rev.  Maurice  Grissom  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia 
assumes  pastorate,  Clayton  First  Baptist  Church, 
September  15,  1976. 


LEE'S  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


In  approximately  1820,  a  Mr.  Lee  who  owned 
many  acres  of  land  in  this  community,  gave  a 
group  of  people  who  were  interested  in  organizing 
a  church,  five  acres  of  land  on  which  to  build  this 
church.  The  church,  a  one  room  frame  structure, 
was  erected,  and  it  was  given  the  name  Lee's 
Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  honor  of 
Mr.  Lee  who  donated  the  land. 

There  is  no  exact  record  of  the  month  the  church 
was  organized,  nor  is  there  a  record  of  the  charter 
members.  However,  there  is  a  record  which  begins 
in  June  1825.  This  is  the  first  record  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  church  in  which  a  conference  was 
held. 

Mr.  Budd  Bunn  was  the  first  church  clerk  and  he 
filled  that  position  in  the  church  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  years.  There  is  no  record  of  the  pastor  or 
pastors  for  the  first  two  years  after  the  organi-. 
zation  of  the  church. 

The  first  record  of  any  pastor  was  in  1827.  He  was 
the  Rev.  L.  B.  Horton,  who  served  until  1831  when 
the  Rev.  L.  G.  Vick  succeeded  him.  The  Rev.  Vick 
remained  as  pastor  of  the  church  until  1835  when 
the  Rev.  Ellen  Mecoms  was  called.  The  Rev. 
Mecoms     served     then     for     twenty-three     years. 

During  the  early  period  of  the  church's  history,  the 
church  was  very  strict  in  enforcing  the  Rules  of 
Decorum    and    in    the    discipline   of  its  members. 

Examples  of  the  Decorum  were:  There  shall  be  no 
remarks  on  slips,  failures,  or  imperfections;  No 
person  shall  have  liberty  of  laughing  or  vain  talking 
in  time  of  conference;  No  person  shall  rise  and 
speak  more  than  three  times  on  one  subject  with- 
out liberty  obtained  from  same;  and,  If  any 
member  shall  willingly  and  knowingly  break  any  of 
these  rules  he  shall  be  dealt  with  as  the  church  may 
think  proper. 

In  1844  the  officials  of  the  church  adopted  a 
constitution  under  the  leadership  of  its  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Ellen  Mecoms,  and  Joseph  N.  Taylor, 
church  clerk.  After  the  constitution  was  adopted 
the  records  show  that  members  were  dealt  with  for 
drinking,  lying,  disorderly  conduct  and  ungodly 
walking. 

In  1850  the  record  shows  that  servants  of  some  of 
the  members  joined  the  church. 

The  church  records  do  not  give  the  exact  year,  but 


Lee's  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Sffl-rth-fidd,  N.  C. 

in  approximately  i860  the  first  building  was  sold 
to  Zach  Driver  who  moved  it  to  another  location. 
A  new  one  room  frame  church  was  then  built,  and 
the  Rev.  L.  B.  Horton,  who  was  the  first  pastor  of 
the  church,  was  re-elected.    He  served  until  1861. 

When  the  church  was  first  organized,  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note,  the  ladies  of  the  church  did  not  have 
any  voice  in  business  matters  of  the  church.  In 
1861  a  resolution  was  passed  allowing  females  to 
vote  for  their  pastor.  This  was  the  civil  war  period 
and  there  probably  were  only  a  few  men  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  church  and  this  could  have 
been  a  move  of  necessity  more  than  one  of 
changed  attitude  toward  the  status  of  women  in 
the  church. 

In  1861  the  Rev.  Henderson  Hocutt  was  called  to 
pastor  the  church.  The  Rev.  Hocutt  served  six 
years. 

February  15,  1867  in  conference  a  roll  was  made 
and  showed  there  were  201  members.  In  May 
conference  of  that  same  year  it  was  agreed  that  the 
roll  would  be  called  for  all  male  members  three 
successive  meetings  and  all  the  male  members 
failing  to  answer  their  names  at  any  of  the  meet- 
ings would  be  notified  to  come  and  give  their 
excuse  for  not  attending.  By  September  1872 
there  was  a  total  of  260  members. 

In  1867  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Nowell  was  elected  pastor. 
The  Rev.  Nowell  remained  with  the  church  until 


1881,  when  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Davis  became  the 
pastor.  The  Rev.  Davis  served  six  years,  being 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Howell.  The  Rev. 
Howell  served  only  one  year,  and  then  the  church 
re-elected  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Nowell.  This  was  the 
second  time  the  church  had  re-elected  the  same 
person  for  pastor. 

May  1874  it  was  agreed  to  call  the  roll  of  all 
female  members.  Also,  that  one  acre  of  land  be 
appropriated  for  a  burial  ground  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  church  yard.  This  is  the  first  record 
of  the  church  cemetery.  In  November  1878  the 
roll  was  brought  up  to  date  again  and  there  were 
only  195  members.  During  this  period  of  time  the 
church  membership  fluctuated  because  of  strick- 
ness  of  policy.  They  were  continously  dismissing 
and  reinstating  members. 

September  17,  1892  this  resolution  was  adopted: 
That  if  any  member  or  members  of  this  church 
unite  with  any  other  church  of  a  different  faith 
and  order,  shall  not  be  restored  back  to  this 
church  until  they  bring  a  certificate  of  recommen- 
dation from  the  deacons  of  their  church;  certifying 
that    they    are    members    and    in    good    standing. 

Mr.  Nowell  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Pippin 
in  1894.  There  is  no  record  of  how  long  Mr. 
Pippin  stayed  with  the  church  because  the  records 
between  the  years  1895  to  May  1909  have  been 
lost.  However,  Mr.  Pippin  was  pastor  of  the  church 
in  1909,  when  the  next  record  begins.  Older 
people  of  the  church  say  that  a  Mr.  Dodd  and  a 
Mr.  Nobles  served  the  church  as  pastor  during  this 
interim. 

It  was  in  the  year  1909  that  the  church  granted  the 
trustees  power  to  exchange  a  piece  of  land  lying  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Wilson-Raleigh  road  for  the 
said  J.  L.  Driver  land  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road.   This  road  became  the  dividing  line. 

In  1915  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wall  became  the  pastor  and 
served  the  church  three  years.  He  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Wallace  Hartsell,  who  served  two  years. 
The  Rev.  J.  E.  Hocutt  became  pastor  in  1920, 
serving  until  1925,  at  which  time  the  Rev.  A.  A. 
Pippin  was  re-elected  for  the  third  time. 

On  July  20,  1918,  the  church  granted  21  members' 
letters  of  dismission  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  new  church  at  Hales  School  house.  They  were 
J.  B.  Richardson,  M.  C.  Driver,  J.  P.  Price,  Savella 
Price,  A.  D.  Parish,  W.  F.  Allen,  Will  Bunn,  Thelma 
Bunn,  Dora  Richardson,  Annie  Driver,  Mollie 
Tippett,  Nancy  E.  Driver,  Ella  Price,  Minnie  Bailey, 
Mabell    Price,    Lunette    Price,    Lillian    Richardson, 


Mildred  Price,  Nannie  Allen,  Bessie  Edwards,  and 
Sudie  Edwards. 

In  1934  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Pippin  retired  and  the 
church  called  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Stancil  as  pastor.  In 
that  year  the  church  was  completely  renovated. 
The  front  of  the  church,  which  then  faced  the 
Raleigh-Wilson  road,  was  turned  around  and  made 
to  face  the  Middlesex  road.  Additional  Sunday 
School  rooms  were  added. 

Mr.  Stancil  remained  with  the  church  until  Novem- 
ber 1949  when  Rev.  Joe  R.  Puckett  was  called  to 
pastor  the  church.  A  heating  plant  was  installed 
and  the  church  underpinned  in  1950.  The  unified 
budget  was  adopted  in  November  1950.  In  1953 
two  new  classrooms  were  added  to  the  church. 
The  cemetery  was  cared  for  by  the  church  mem- 
bers until  1954  at  which  time  the  church  approved 
a  plan  and  appointed  a  committee  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  upkeep  of  cemetery  and  grounds  and 
funds  were  provided  in  the  budget. 

The  first  record  of  a  homecoming  was  September 
18, 1955. 

In  1956  new  pews  were  purchased  and  carpet  was 
installed  and  the  first  vacuum  cleaner  was  pur- 
chased. In  1958  the  church  adopted  a  plan  to  give 
pens  for  special  recognition  to  those  having  perfect 
attendance  at  Sunday  School. 

December  7,  1958  Rev.  J.  N.  Stancil  was  called  to 
pastor  the  church  the  second  time.  The  church  was 
still  in  its  building  program  and  in  1959  memorial 
windows  were  installed  and  the  church  was  brick 
veneered.  At  this  time  it  was  approved  that  the 
first  Sunday's  offering  be  set  aside  as  building  fund. 

The  records  of  our  church  were  microfilmed  in 
1961  at  the  State  Department  of  Archives  and  His- 
tory, Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  Stancil  served  the  church  until  November 
1961  and  in  February  1962  Rev.  Bill  Furr  was 
called  to  pastor  the  church.  During  his  ministry  a 
bulletin  board  was  erected  in  front  of  the  church, 
an  organ  was  purchased  for  the  sanctuary,  choir 
robes  were  purchased,  and  printed  bulletins  were 
first  used.  The  church  began  to  hold  worship 
services  each  Sunday  A.M.  instead  of  twice  a 
month  and  a  rotating  deacon  system  was  imple- 
mented. Rev.  Furr,  our  first  Seminary  Student 
pastor  served  the  church  until  his  graduation  in 
1964.  Rev.  Sessions  Polk  was  then  called  as  pastor 
and  remained  until  September  12,  1965  at  which 
time  Rev.  Jimmie  Hancock  was  called.  During 
Rev.    Hancock's    ministry    a    church    library    was 


started.  Mr.  James  Leathers  became  pastor  in  June 
1968  and  served  until  December  1968.  Called  as 
pastor  of  the  church  in  March  1969  was  Rev. 
Robert  Andrew  Cline  who  served  until  November 
1970  and  Rev.  Gary  Morris  was  called  in  March 
1971.  The  building  program  was  completed 
during  1971-72  which  consisted  of  new  educa- 
tional part  (with  carpet),  basement  with  complete 
kitchen,  bathrooms,  new  heating  and  air  condition- 
ing system,  a  new  piano,  and  a  baptistry  was 
installed.  Rev.  Gary  Morris  resigned  following  his 
graduation  from  the  seminary  in  1973.  An  Interim 
pastor,  Rev.  Ralph  Grow  pastored  the  church  until 
November  1973  and  Rev.  Johnnie  Davis  was  called 
and  served  until  November  1974.  December  15, 
1974  Dr.  Thomas  Ritter  was  called  as  Interim 
pastor  and  served  until  August  3,  1975. 

The  present  pastor,  Don  Cashwell,  was  called  to 
this  church  August  24,  1975. 


At  the  present  time  there  are  200  members. 
Membership  at  this  church  has  been  as  high  as  600. 
This  was  before  the  surrounding  churches  were 
built  and  their  memberships  added. 

The  present  active  deacon  board  consists  of  Joe 
Faison,  Chairman,  Oris  Stallings,  Ed  Stallings, 
Glenn  Driver,  Floyd  Bunn,  Earl  Lewis,  Wilbur 
Lewis,  Wilbur  Creech,  Ervin  Liles  and  Louis 
Driver.  There  are  three  inactive  deacons,  Mr. 
Alvin  Lewis,  Mr.  Jonah  Stallings  and  Mr.  Jackson 
Tippett. 

The  church  has  a  Baptist  Women,  a  Baptist  Young 
Women  and  an  Acteen  organization. 

The  church  is  now  150  years  old.  It  has  been 
called  the  Mother  of  many  churches  in  the  sur- 
rounding communities. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(SMITHFIELD) 


I  think  we  can  best  understand  the  heritage  of  this 
Baptist  Church  if  we  place  its  origin  and  develop- 
ment within  the  framework  of  North  Carolina's 
religious  and  cultural  history. 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield,  which  we  know 
as  First  Baptist,  was  the  product  of  a  cultural 
awakening  in  North  Carolina.  It  was  an  awakening 
that  resulted  in  what  Professor  Hugh  Lefler,  the 
authority  on  Tar  Heel  history  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  has  called  an  "age  of  progress," 
extending  from  the  early  Eighteen  Thirties  into  the 
Eighteen  Fifties.  The  progress  was  manifest  in 
trade  and  transportation  as  well  as  in  religion  and 
education. 

Men  with  vision,  notably  State  Senator  Archibald 
Murphey  and  University  President  Joseph  Caldwell, 
prodded  the  Legislature  into  action  that  inaugu- 
rated the  public  school  system  in  North  Carolina 
in  the  Eighteen  Thirties. 

In  this  same  pivotal  decade,  church  groups  awoke 
to  the  need  for  educated  Christian  ministers  and 
educated  Christian  laymen.  The  farsighted  Baptists 
created  Wake  Forest  College.  The  Presbyterians 
founded  Davidson  College.  The  Methodists  estab- 
lished what  became  Trinity  College  and  Duke 
University.  Like  the  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield, 
all  these  institutions  came  into  being  in  the  Eight- 
een Thirties. 

Wake  Forest  was  founded  in  1834— four  years  after 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  was  established. 

The  Baptists  had  bogged  down  in  ignorance  and 
indifference  and  narrow  vision.  Dr.  B.  F.  Riley, 
in  one  of  the  older  Baptist  histories  (A  History  of 
the  Baptists  in  the  Southern  States  East  of  the 
Mississippi),  tells  us  that  "from  about  1812  to 
1832  there  was  a  stagnant  spirit  among  the 
churches."  There  was  no  zeal  for  evangelism,  and 
there  was  indifference  toward  the  need  for  schools 
and  colleges,  even  opposition.  Not  even  the  need 
for  Sunday  Schools  was  recognized  by  the  numer- 
ous and  influential  Anti-Mission  Baptists,  who 
contended  that  God  needed  no  "human  contriv- 
ances"    to    help    him     accomplish    his    purposes. 

Early  Baptists  of  North  Carolina,  emphasizing 
simple  forms  of  worship  and  simple  preaching  by 
men  "moved  by  the  spirit,"  as  the  saying  went, 
had  grave  doubts  about  the  value  of  an  educated 
ministry.  We  would  not  question  the  good  inten- 
tions  of  early    Baptists   who   lived   in   this  region. 


First  Baptist  Church 

Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

But  their  indifference  toward  book  learning  and 
their  distrust  of  education  greatly  handicapped 
their  work. 

Let  me  cite  an   interesting   18th  century  record: 

In  1748,  an  Anglican  missionary  who  traveled 
through  the  Upper  Neuse  Valley  of  North  Carolina 
(our  region)  wrote  to  his  London  headquarters 
requesting  more  missionaries  of  this  area.  The 
people,  he  wrote,  (and  I  quote  his  letter)  "seem 
much  inclined  to  encourage  missionaries  and  often 
complain  of  their  being  pestered  with  sermons  of 
Baptist  teachers  whom  I  always  found  to  be  as 
grossly  ignorant  as  those  they  pretend  to  teach." 

Almost  a  century  later  farsighted  Baptists  of  the 
early  Nineteenth  Century  of  North  Carolina  could 
appreciate  the  Anglican  missionary's  appraisal  of 
early  Baptist  settlers.  The  Baptist  denomination 
that  we  belong  to  began  to  evolve  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  1830  under  the  leadership  of  men  who 
advocated  missions,  Sunday  Schools,  education  in 
general,  Christian  education  in  particular,  college 
training    for    laymen,    and    an    educated   ministry. 

The  controversy  that  raged  for  years  between 
Anti— Mission  Baptists  and  Missionary  Baptists 
reached  a  climax  when  a  group  of  mission-minded 
and  education-minded  Baptists  met  in  Greenville  in 
1830  and  established  the  Baptist  State  Convention. 

It  was  not  accidental  that  Wake  Forest  College  was 


established  in  the  decade  of  the  Eighteen  Thirties. 
Nor  was  it  accidental  that  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Smithfield  had  its  origin  in  the  same  decade.  Both 
institutions  were  early  products  of  a  North  Caro- 
lina   renaissance    that   linked   Christ   with   culture. 

Early  History  of  the  Smithfield  Church 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield  was  organized 
July  14,  1832.  Its  original  membership  totaled 
43.  The  decision  to  form  a  church  followed  a 
"protracted  meeting"  conducted  by  three  preach- 
ers —  William  Clark,  William  B.  Hinton,  and  James 
Dennis. 

In  the  first  three  years  of  its  history,  this  church 
held  worship  services  and  other  meetings  in  a 
schoolhouse  —  the  Smithfield  Academy  building 
that  stood  on  First  Street  adjacent  to  the  present 
site  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

James  Dennis  was  called  as  the  first  pastor.  He 
remained  17  years.  He  is  described  in  one  of  our. 
local  historical  accounts  as  "a  young  man  of 
marked  ability  and  culture."  From  1836  to  1848, 
Pastor  Dennis  served  as  moderator  of  the  Raleigh 
Association,  with  which  the  Smithfield  church  was 
affiliated. 

The  first  building  erected  by  the  Baptists  of  Smith- 
field  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church.  Two  laymen  who  operated  a 
livestock  business  in  Smithfield,  Samuel  Mitchiner 
and  Thomas  Lockhart,  Jr.,  donated  the  land  for 
the  new  church.  The  first  building  was  erected 
apparently  in  1835. 

Many  of  the  old  church  records  were  lost,  and  little 
is  known  about  the  work  of  the  congregation 
during  much  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  There  is 
evidence  showing  that  the  church  experienced  a 
decline  during  the  Civil  War  and  in  the  years  of 
Reconstruction.  Soon  after  James  Dennis  com- 
pleted his  pastorate  in  1849,  a  membership  of  172 
was  reported.  In  1870,  the  membership  was  down 
to  80.  A  few  years  later,  only  12  names  were  on 
the  roll. 

There  is  a  story  that  has  been  handed  down  from 
older  generations  which  tells  of  the  faithfulness  of 
a  member  known  as  "Aunt  Patsey  Crocker." 
During  the  dark  period  some  years  after  the  Civil 
War,  she  went  to  the  Baptist  Church  every  Sat- 
urday, swept  out  the  building  and  knelt  to  pray 
that  God  would  revive  the  dying  church.  According 
to  the  story,  another  denomination  was  about  to 
organize  in  the  building  and  this  old  saint  claimed 
it  for  the  Baptists. 


The  Suttle  Pastorate 

The  church  was  revived,  but  growth  was  slow  until 
the  "turn  of  the  century."  One  of  the  great  pastor- 
ates was  that  of  John  Suttle,  a  young  preacher  who 
was  called  in  1897  and  remained  as  pastor  until 
1906.  (Incidentally,  Mr.  Suttle  in  his  late  years  was 
elected  president  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention. 
He  died  in  Shelby  a  few  years  ago.) 

The  Suttle  pastorate  coincided  with  the  "Great 
Awakening"  of  the  Town  of  Smithfield.  The  town, 
although  it  was  incorporated  in  1777  and  stood  a 
chance  of  becoming  the  state  capital  before  Ra- 
leigh was  created  as  the  seat  of  government,  was  a 
sleepy  village  with  fewer  than  700  inhabitants  in 
1898.  But  in  that  year,  three  noteworthy  events 
occurred  which  set  the  community  on  a  course  of 
progress.  The  tobacco  market  was  established.  The 
Bank  of  Smithfield,  later  to  grow  into  the  vast 
First-Citizens  Bank  system,  was  founded,  and  hog 
pens    were    banned    from    the    corporate    limits. 

The  awakening  of  the  community  was  contagious. 
It  extended  beyond  commerce  and  sanitation.  The 
Baptists  awoke,  too,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Suttle.  Early  in  1899,  a  fund  was  started  to  finance 
erection  of  a  larger  church  building.  The  congre- 
gation bought  a  new  site  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
and  Johnston  streets  (our  present  location),  and 
construction  of  a  new  church  (a  wooden  Gothic 
building)  began  in  April  1902.  The  new  building 
was  completed   and  occupied  the  following  year. 

But  erection  of  a  new  building  perhaps  was  not  the 
greatest  accomplishment  of  the  Suttle  pastorate. 
During  the  years  he  was  in  Smithfield,  this  church 
was  influential  in  establishing  Baptist  churches  in 
neighboring  rural  areas.  The  Smithfield  church  for 
many  years  had  sponsored  organization  of  other 
churches  in  the  county,  but  zeal  for  establishing 
new  churches  reached  the  highest  peak  in  the  years 
of  Mr.  Suttle's  leadership.  The  records  show  that 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  was  organized  in  1860  principally  by  mem- 
bers from  the  Smithfield  church.  The  records  also 
show  that  by  1903  the  Smithfield  church  had  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  organization  of  Bethes- 
da,  Sardis,  Pisgah,  Blackman's  Grove,  Hood's 
Grove,  and  other  rural  churches. 

Pastor  Suttle  inspired  expansion,  but  he  was  not 
the  sole  leader  of  the  movement  which  elevated  the 
Baptist  denomination  to  a  dominant  position  in 
the  religious  life  of  the  county.  If  Johnston  County 
became  "Baptist  country"  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  a  major  share  of  credit  for  the  denomi- 


nation's  growth  should  go  to  a  layman  —  perhaps 
the  greatest  layman  in  the  history  of  the  Smithfield 
church.  His  name  was  J.  M.  Beaty.  He  was  one  of 
the  publishers  of  the  Smithfield  Herald  from  1892 
until  his  death  in  1922. 

Mr.  Beaty,  who  owned  and  operated  farms  in  the 
county,  was  a  crusader  for  strong  rural  commu- 
nities. He  believed  that  every  crossroads  commu- 
nity should  have  a  school  and  a  church— preferably 
a  Baptist  Church.  And  he  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time,  energy,  and  money  in  working  toward  that 
goal.  He  brought  ministerial  students  from  Wake 
Forest  College  into  the  county,  accompanied  them 
to  church  meetings  in  rural  areas,  boarded  them 
free  in  his  Smithfield  home,  arranged  for  them  to 
preach  in  rural  churches  on  regular  schedule.  He 
was  determined  to  provide  the  new  Baptist 
churches  with  educated  leadership. 

Baptists  and  Alcohol 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield  had  impact 
upon  the  county  in  more  ways  than  denomi- 
national expansion.  Certainly,  from  Pastor  Suttle 
on,  Baptists  were  taught  from  the  pulpit  and  in 
Sunday  School  rooms  that  worthy  beliefs  require 
worthy  action.  In  an  era  of  American  history  when 
preachers  and  writers  were  emphasizing  a  "social 
gospel"  and  appealing  for  "applied  Christianity," 
Baptists  of  Smithfield  looked  about  them  and  saw 
need  for  social  reform. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  Smithfield  church 
provided  leadership  for  the  anti-liquor  movement 
that  was  gaining  momentum  in  Johnston  County. 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians  were  among  the 
crusaders  against  open  bar  rooms  and  subsequently 
for  full  prohibition,  but  there  were  no  more  fer- 
vent opponents  of  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use 
of  intoxicants  than  Pastor  John  Suttle,  Jim  Beaty, 
the  then  young  F.  H.  Brooks,  and  other  leading 
members  of  the  church.  On  the  liquor  question, 
they  became  earnest  champions  of  applied  Chris- 
tianity, believing  that  alcohol's  degradation  of  men 
could  never  be  reconciled  with  Christianity's 
insistence  upon  the  sacredness  of  human  person- 
ality. 

In  the  first  decade  of  this  century,  when  liquor 
reform  was  a  major  political  and  social  issue,  it 
took  courage  to  speak  out  strongly  against  the 
liquor  abuses,  for  there  was  bitter  opposition  to 
prohibition  in  Johnston  County.  In  1908,  when 
North  Carolina  adopted  prohibition,  Johnston 
County's  overwhelming  vote  against  prohibition 
gave  the  county  the  distinction  of  being  "the 
wettest  county  in  the  state." 


Building  Projects 

Time  does  not  permit  a  recounting  of  all  the  sig- 
nificant events  and  achievements  in  the  life  of  this 
church.  But  this  brief  sketch  surely  should  include 
mention  of  building  projects  that  have  reflected 
the  spirit  and  growth  of  the  membership. 

In  1917,  the  auditorium  of  the  wooden  Gothic 
building  completed  in  1903  was  remodeled,  and  a 
two-story  frame  Sunday  School  annex  was  erected 
adjacent  to  the  main  building  to  give  the  educa- 
tional agencies  much  needed  classroom  space.  This 
work  was  done  during  the  pastorate  of  H.  F. 
Brinson. 

In  the  Nineteen  Thirties,  the  main  building  and  the 
annex  was  brick-veneered  and  joined  as  a  single 
unit.  This  renovation,  accomplished  over  a  period 
of  seven  years  during  the  pastorates  of  Herbert 
Massey  and  Charles  Gillespie,  was  financed  on  a 
pay-as-you-go  basis. 

The  congregation  hardly  had  settled  comfortably 
in  the  renovated  building  when  a  spectacular  fire 
burned  the  structure  to  the  ground.  The  fire 
occurred  on  December  22,  1942.  It  was  discovered 
just  after  dark  and  just  before  a  Christmas  play  re- 
hearsal was  to  begin. 

The  church  was  unable  to  rebuild  until  after  World 
War  II.  For  more  than  seven  years,  the  congre- 
gation worshiped  and  studied  in  temporary  quar- 
ters. The  two-story  parsonage  (it  faced  Fourth 
Street  next  to  the  Holt  residence)  was  converted 
into  church  offices  and  educational  rooms.  The 
congregation  purchased  a  residence  that  faced 
Johnston  Street  (next  to  the  Masonic  Building)  and 
turned  it  into  an  educational  building.  And  a  tem- 
porary wooden  tabernacle  was  erected  at  the  rear 
of  the  converted  parsonage  to  provide  a  place  for 
worship  services.  Construction  of  the  tabernacle 
cost  only  $2,000. 

In  a  succession  of  annual  financial  drives  led  by 
Deacon  W.  J.  Huntley,  the  church  increased  its 
building  fund  to  approximately  $140,000.  It 
borrowed  $60,000  and  launched  construction  of  a 
new  building  in  March  1949.  The  church  wor- 
shiped in  the  new  building  (the  one  we  now 
occupy)  for  the  first  time  on  Easter  Sunday  1950. 

Following  the  death  of  Pastor  Gillespie  in  1945, 
the  building  project  was  consummated  under  the 
leadership  of  Pastor  James  C.  Cammack,  Jr.  From 
the  time  of  the  fire  until  occupancy  of  the  new 
building,  church  membership  climbed  from  478  to 
704.   Average   Sunday   School   attendance  jumped 


from  178  to  400.  The  "emergency  years"  of  the 
Forties  became  an  era  of  great  gains  —  in  member- 
ship, in  giving,  and  in  religious  interest. 

Impact  of  Pastorates 

1  joined  this  church  in  1919  as  a  boy  of  seven.  As  1 
look  back  over  the  years  since  the  First  World  War, 
I  personally  feel  the  impact  of  a  succession  of 
pastorates  that  left  deep  spiritual  impressions  upon 
many  of  our  members  and  inspired  the  application 
of  Christian  principles  to  ever-changing  economic 
and  social  conditions. 

Youngish  Herbert  Baucom  injected  new  life  into 
the  church  immediately  following  World  War  I, 
inspiring  the  young  people  and  leading  the  congre- 
gation in  an  upsurge  of  giving  and  in  an  enlarge- 
ment of  membership. 

In  the  early  Twenties,  a  fiery  Irishman,  the  contro- 
versial Fred  Collins,  shocked  some  of  the  members 
by  abandoning  close  communion,  and  by  suggest- 
ing that  Christianity  involved  far  more  important 
things  than  adhering  to  this  practice  which  he  re- 
garded as  running  contrary  to  Christian  principle. 

S.  L.  Morgan,  who  was  pastor  from  the  middle 
Twenties  to  the  early  Thirties,  is  remembered  for 
his  pastoral  visits,  his  love  of  good  literature,  his 
leadership  in  church  organizational  changes,  his 
emphasis  upon  improved  music  and  more  dignity 
in  worship,  and  sermons  that  challenged  members 
to  live  by  Christian  principles  at  the  risk  of  suffer- 
ing persecution,  financial  reversal,  or  loss  of 
popularity. 

Pastor  Morgan's  wife  is  remembered  especially  for 
her  work  with  the  Royal  Ambassadors.  Her  stirring 
appeals  for  world  peace  and  renunciation  of  war  as 
a  way  of  settling  international  disputes  still  ring  in 
the  ears  of  those  who  sat  at  her  feet  in  the  R.  A. 
chapter. 

Pastor  Herbert  Massey,  who  came  to  the  Smithfield 
pulpit  in  the  early  Thirties  from  a  college  teaching 
position  and  returned  to  the  life  of  a  campus  pro- 
fessor upon  his  departure  in  1935,  is  remembered 
for  his  probing  mind  and  concern  for  wise  use  of 
reason  in  religion.  In  the  pulpit,  he  was  still  a 
teacher  who  stressed  applied  Christianity,  often 
using  the  blackboard  on  Sunday  evenings.  And  this 
learned  native  of  rural  Georgia,  who  incidentally 
didn't  mind  donning  overalls  to  work  on  the 
church  roof  during  the  renovation  project,  was 
particularly  effective  in  guiding  young  people  who 
were  disturbed  by  the  seeming  challenge  of  religion 
by  science,  showing  them  that  there  is  no  real  clash 


between  the  essential  Christian  doctrine  and  scien- 
tific knowledge. 

For  10  years  (from  1935  until  his  death  in  1945), 
Charles  Gillespie  was  a  minister  to  people  in  and 
out  of  the  church  fold.  He  disturbed  some  mem- 
bers by  playing  checkers  in  the  pool  room  and 
forming  some  friendships  there  (for  a  Christian 
purpose).  And  he  was  preacher  of  lively  sermons 
that  called  upon  members  to  show  their  Christian 
faith  by  taking  stands  in  community  affairs. 
Charles  Gillespie,  who  grew  up  in  rural  North  Car- 
olina, was  aware  of  imminent  changes  on  the  social 
horizon,  and  he  pioneered  as  a  worker  for  good 
race  relations  in  this  community.  He  became  one 
of  the  organizers  of  an  interracial,  interdenomi- 
national Johnston  County  Ministerial  Association— 
fully  a  decade  before  the  Supreme  Court  handed 
down    its    momentous    decisions    of    the    Fifties. 

Pastor  James  Cammack,  serving  from  1945  to 
1952,  brought  youthful  enthusiasm  to  the  affairs 
of  the  church.  Not  only  did  he  lead  the  way  to  ful- 
fillment of  a  gigantic  building  project.  He  devoted 
much  time  to  improving  the  church  organization. 
He  was  imaginative  in  his  work  with  young  people. 
And  he  spoke  forcefully  and  fervently  from  the 
pulpit,  interpreting  basic  Christian  beliefs  in  fresh 
ways  and  pleading  for  allegiance  to  those  beliefs  as 
the  key  to  an  ordered  society. 

Pastor  Larry  Mayo,  a  scholarly  young  preacher, 
who  deeply  felt  that  Christianity  held  the  answers 
to  the  acute  problems  of  human  relations  devel- 
oping in  the  Fifties,  led  the  church  in  a  progressive 
and  out-reaching  ministry  that  became  a  testimo- 
nial to  his  ability  and  consecration.  The  growing 
Smithfield  church  looked  once  again  to  the  need 
for  establishing  new  churches  and  took  steps  to- 
ward fulfillment  of  that  need  in  residential  areas  on 
the  fringes  of  Smithfield. 

John  Ryberg's  Ministry 

During  the  pastorate  of  John  Ryberg,  gifts  have 
mounted  to  unprecedented  proportions  (more  than 
a  half-million  dollars  in  seven  years),  additions  to 
the  church  have  been  numerous  (372  to  be  exact, 
148  by  baptism),  and  major  building  improvements 
have  been  accomplished  (including  a  $57,000  ren- 
ovation of  the  sanctuary).  But  citation  of  statistics 
does  not  convey  the  real  significance  of  John 
Ryberg's  ministry. 

The  full  impact  of  the  current  pastorate  is  yet  to 
be  measured.  But  we  know  already  that  the  church 
never  had  a  stronger  or  a  better  prepared  leader 
than  John  Ryberg,  nor  one  who  spoke  more  elo- 


quently  and  more  forthrightly  in  relating  Christian 
principles  to  social  problems  —  racial  conflicts, 
alcoholism,  breakdown  of  family  life,  and  other 
problems  acute  in  our  time. 

In  the  difficult  Nineteen  Sixties,  when  the  com- 
plexities of  a  disordered  and  revolutionary  world 
have  placed  great  strain  upon  human  resources, 
Pastor  Ryberg  has  directed  the  attention  of  this 
congregation  to  everlasting  Biblical  truth.  Preach- 
ing the  love  of  Jesus,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  he  has 
dared  committed  Christians  to  display  publicly 
their  full  respect  for  all  God's  creatures,  whatever 
their  race  or  condition  in  life.  Through  his  work  as 
chairman  of  Smithfield's  Good  Neighbor  Council, 
he  has  demonstrated  responsible  Christian  citizen- 
ship. 

John  Ryberg  has  been  teacher  as  well  as  preacher  — 
in  stimulating  lecture  periods,  in  informal  group 
discussions,  in  his  warm  relationship  with  individ- 
ual members,  especially  young  people,  with  whom 
he  keeps  in  close  contact. 

He  has  emphasized  the  need  for  Biblical  and 
Christian  instruction  to  equip  the  church  family 
for  meeting  the  crucial  issues  of  our  time  intelli- 
gently and  confidently. 


In  his  emphasis  upon  the  urgent  need  for  educated 
Christians  and  in  his  vigorous  call  for  applied 
Christianity  at  the  critical  trouble  spots  in  contem- 
porary human  relations,  John  Ryberg  has  fol- 
lowed —  and  he  has  strengthened  —  the  tradition  of 
this  Baptist  Church. 

Our  Church  In  Perspective 

For  when  we  look  at  our  church  in  perspective,  we 
see  more  than  dates  and  names  and  building  pro- 
jects and  statistics  showing  physical  growth.  We 
see  that  this  Smithfield  church  owes  its  origin  and 
development  to  Christians  who  were  concerned  for 
spreading  the  gospel  of  love  and  were  dedicated  to 
education  and  were  aware  of  their  responsibility 
as  members  of  society. 

And,  seeing  all  this,  we  take  the  hint  that  it  is  our 
obligation  to  combine  evangelistic  concern  with 
educational  zeal  and  social  responsibility,  as  we 
endeavor  to  pass  along  to  other  generations  an  in- 
telligent concept  of  what  the  gospel  of  Christian 
love  is  all  about. 


An  Address  by  Thomas  J.  Lassiter, 

given  at  the  Fellowship  Dinner  of 

the  church,  October  25,  1967. 


BETHESDA  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


One  realizes  the  impossibility  of  writing  a  full  and 
complete  history  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
years  of  service  rendered  by  this  church;  therefore 
the  following  will  be  very  brief. 

Bethesda  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
April  23,  1842,  in  a  log  building  on  the  present  site 
with  19  charter  members  —  nine  male  and  ten 
female,  the  names  of  which  are  as  follows: 


Male 

W.  M.  Batten 

Austen  Avery 

Jacob  Adams 

Willis  Gay 

Ira  Hales 

Eaton  Porch 

Josiah  Holland 

Bryan  Holland 

Moses  Wallace 


Female 

Nellie  Price 

Lucretia  Gay 

Elizabeth  Youngblood 

Ann  Crocker 

Ruth  Price 

Alice  Batten 

Elizabeth  Batten 

Emely  Adams 

Matilda  Willis 

Susanna  Hales 


The  church  has  had  three  buildings  —  the  first  was 
built  of  logs.  The  second  was  a  frame  building  with 
a  shed  on  the  left  side  for  colored  people.  Later 
this  building  was  repaired  and  enlarged  and  the 
pulpit  moved  from  the  front  to  the  rear,  and  fur- 
nished with  new  pews.  The  present  building  was 
erected  in  1915  at  a  cost  of  $4,200.00.  The  old 
building  was  sold  to  Negroes  for  a  school. 

Six  preachers  have  gone  out  from  this  church. 
Brother  J.  W.  Smith,  Brother  W.  M.  Lancaster, 
Brother  Joe  Puckett,  Brother  Major  Edwards, 
Brother  L.  E.  Godwin,  Jr.  and  Brother  Elbert 
Godwin,  who  was  ordained  to  preach  the  gospel 
on  August  30,  1925. 

The  church  has  been  served  by  26  pastors  and  20 
clerks.  The  Clerks  were  as  follows: 

Austin  Avery,  D.  H.  Adams,  Moses  Wallace,  Isaiah 
Gay,  N.  L.  Barnes,  D.  J.  Ellis,  N.  R.  Mitchiner, 
G.  R.  Harper,  N.  G.  Gulley,  R.  C.  Gulley,  J.  B. 
Tryley,  J.  W.  Branham,  J.  J.  Wallace,  J.  H.  Easom, 
J.  W.  Smith,  J.  E.  Smith,  Talbert  Godwin,  C.  H. 
Medlin,  Rex  Gardner,  C.  G.  Cole  has  served  as  our 
church  clerk  since  1949,  and  Jack  Lee  has  served  as 
our  treasurer  since  1950.  Our  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Brother  Lloyd  Godwin,  has  served 
us  since  1949. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Brother  Elbert  Godwin, 
who  has  been  our  pastor  for  the  past  8  years,  much 
progress  has  been  made  in  our  church  both  spirit- 
ually and  materially.  In  1950  a  parsonage  was  built 
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Bethesda  Baptist  Church 

Route  3,  Clayton,  N.  C. 

at  an  approximate  cost  of  $5,000.00,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  labor  given  by  the  members.  In 
1952  a  gas  heating  system  was  installed  in  the 
church.  In  1953  four  new  Sunday  School  Class- 
rooms were  added  to  take  care  of  our  much  needed 
Sunday  School  space.  At  that  time  we  had  become 
a  standard  Sunday  School.  The  addition  of  these 
Sunday  School  rooms  was  completed  with  a  very 
small  cash  outlay,  as  generous  donations  of  lumber 
and  labor  were  given  by  many  members  of  the 
church.  In  1954,  the  inside  of  the  church  was 
repainted,  including  all  Sunday  School  rooms, 
pews  reworked  and  floors  sanded  and  refinished. 
The  entire  job  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $1,750.00.  This  amount  was  given  to  our 
building  fund  with  the  exception  of  $600.00  which 
was  necessary  to  borrow  to  complete  the  work  we 
had  begun.  This  has  been  repaid  and  the  church  is 
now  debt  free. 

In  1954  the  church  membership  voted  to  have 
services  every  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  The 
pastor's  salary  was  increased,  and  he  went  on  full 
time.  Prior  to  1954,  services  were  being  held  only 
two    Sundays    a    month,    morning    and    evening. 

There  are  now  220  resident  members,  119  non- 
resident members,  making  a  total  of  338. 

For  several  years  we  had  Harvest  Day  to  raise 
additional  money  for  the  church  expenses,  but  the 
congregation  in  1954  decided  to  have  a  home 
coming  day,  and  all  members  were  asked  to  bring 


their  tithes  instead  of  donating  materials  and  October  1st,  1956,  after  eight  years  of  service,  as 
articles  for  sale  on  Harvest  Day.  This  change  from  pastor.  Brother  Willard  Baxter,  a  student  at  South- 
harvest  day  to  Home  Coming  Day  has  been  a  eastern  Seminary,  has  been  called,  and  services  will 
success  financially  as  well  as  spiritually.  Many  of  continue  to  be  held  every  Sunday  morning  and 
our  former  members  return  on  this  day  to  enjoy  evening, 
fellowship  with  friends  and  relatives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Brother  L.  E.  Godwin  resigned  as  pastor  effective  Wayland  Jones,  Historian 


ANTIOCH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Antioch  was  constituted  as  a  Baptist  Church  on 
November  24,  1859  according  to  Mr.  Henderson 
Hocutt.  The  first  meeting  place  was  somewhere  a- 
long  Atkinson's  Pond  on  Little  River  in  Johnston 
County.  The  first  church  building  to  be  erected  on 
the  present  site  was  a  long,  straight  building  with 
one  large  room.  This  building  was  demolished  in 
1910  and  a  second  church  building  was  erected  on 
the  same  site.  During  construction  of  the  second 
church  building,  church  services  were  held  at 
Sandy  Springs  School  Building.  This  second  church 
building  now  serves  as  Community  Building.  A 
third  church  building  was  completed  in  1958,  with 
Sanctuary  and  Sunday  School  Departments,  adja- 
cent to  the  Community  Building,  and  is  the  current 
Antioch  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Henderson  Hocutt  helped  promote  the  organi- 
zation of  Antioch  Church,  which  was  then  known 
as  Johnston  Antioch  Church.  On  November  24, 
1859  a  list  of  the  following  names  as  charter  mem- 
bers was  established:  William  Tippett,  Rody 
Standi,  Ricey  J.  Narron,  Eveline  Dean,  Elizabeth 
Bailey,  Milley  J.  Hinton,  Quilley  Narron,  Elizabeth 
Hicks,  Stephen  H.  Hocutt,  John  O.  Woody,  Robert 
Standi  and  Elizabeth  Standi. 

Brother  Henderson  Hocutt  served  as  Moderator 
and  Pastor  from  the  date  of  organization  on  No- 
vember 24,  1859  to  November  7,  1874.  From 
November  1874  to  November  1876,  Brother  Levi 
Radford  was  elected  and  served  as  pastor,  after 
which  term  Brother  Henderson  Hocutt  again  acted 
as  Moderator  until  November  1877.  Rev.  Worley 
Creech  was  elected  as  Pastor  in  November,  1883 
and  was  pastoring  until  1887  when  the  old  church 
book  was  discontinued.  (The  records  after  this  date 
were  from  word  of  mouth  until  a  new  church  book 
was  established  in  1939.) 

After  Rev.  Worley  Creech,  the  next  record  is  of 
Brother  Bob  Hocutt  as  Pastor.  Rev.  A.  A.  Pippin 
succeeded  Rev.  Hocutt.  Rev.  Pippin  was  replaced 
by  Rev.  Van  Miller  in  the  early  twenties  after 
which  time  Rev.  A.  R.  Creech  was  pastor.  Rev. 
Millard  M.  Johnson  served  as  pastor  from  October, 
1929  to  January,  1936.  On  January  1,  1936,  Rev. 
A.  D.  Parrish  was  called  as  pastor  and  served  until 
his  death  in  June,  1961.  After  the  death  of  Rev. 
Parrish,  Mr.  H.  C.  Bowers  served  the  church  as 
supply  pastor  for  four  months.  In  December,  1961, 
Rev.   Ellis  Taft  was  elected  as  pastor  and  served 


Antioch  Baptist  Church 

Route  1,  Middlesex,  N.  C. 

until  February,  1965.  Mr.  Jessie  Green  served  as 
interim  pastor  from  February  1965  until  May, 
1965.  Rev.  E.J.  Lawson  served  from  May,  1965  to 
March,  1968.  Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  was  interim  pas- 
tor from  March,  1968  to  August  28,  1968.  Rev. 
James  R.  McLeod  was  elected  pastor  on  August  28, 
1968  and  served  as  pastor  until  May  30,  1972.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Holland  who 
was  called  as  pastor  on  July  29,  1972  and  served 
until  September  1,  1975.  The  Rev.  W.  C.  Adkinson 
is  serving  as  interim  pastor  at  the  present  time. 
(September  22,  1975) 

Mr.  Joshue  E.  Creech  was  the  first  known  church 
clerk  serving  from  1876  to  1878.  The  succeeding 
church  clerks  were  Mr.  B.  Holloman,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Glover  and  Mr.  William  H.  Hare.  Later  records 
show  Mr.  Jesse  B.  Creech,  Mr.  George  Whitley,  Mr. 
R.  R.  Creech,  Mr.  W.  O.  Hocutt,  Mr.  W.  B.  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Susie  Narron,  Mr.  Garland  Standi,  Mrs. 
Shirley  Hinton,  Mr.  Fred  Johnson,  Mr.  Eldridge 
Narron  and  Mrs.  Gail  Brown  served  as  church 
clerks. 

The  first  Sunday  School  Superintendent  recorded 
was  Mr.  A.  D.  O'Neal,  who  served  until  his  death  in 
1957.  Mr.  Fred  Johnson  succeeded  Mr.  O'Neal,  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Thurman  Batten  and  Leslie  Parrish. 
Mr.  Leon  Whitley  is  the  present  superintendent  and 
has  served  faithfully  since  1970. 


WHITE  OAK  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(FORMERLY  ARCHER  LODGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH) 


Archer  Lodge  Baptist  Church  was  on  record 
September  20,  1859,  according  to  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Association.  Once-a-month  services  were 
held  in  the  Masonic  Lodge  Building. 

An  examination  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Association  prior  to  1859  revealed  no 
reference  to  Archer  Lodge.  In  the  Minutes  for 
1859,  however,  Archer  Lodge  is  listed  among  the 
churches  represented  and  J.  Corbet  and  Henry 
Barnes  are  listed  as  the  delegates. 

The  following  quotation  appears:  "Petitionary 
letters  were  inquired  for,  upon  which  a  letter  from 
the  church  at  Archer  Lodge  was  handed  in  and 
read;  and,  after  due  deliberation,  on  motion,  that 
church  was  received  into  our  Union,  and  the 
Moderator  extended  to  the  delegates  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship." 

In  the  Statistical  Table  for  1859  Archer  Lodge  had 
43  members  and  contributed  $2.00  to  the  associa- 
tional  minute  fund.  There  were  no  other  statistics 
for  this  church.  No  pastor  is  listed. 

The  manner  in  which  the  church  was  received  and 
the  absence  of  other  statistics  for  this  church  in- 
dicate that  Archer  Lodge  Baptist  Church  was  a  new 
church.  It  had  almost  certainly  been  organized 
between  September  21-23,  1858,  the  date  of  the 
last  previous  meeting  of  the  association  and 
September  20—22,  1859,  the  date  of  this  meeting. 

An  article  entitled  "Raleigh  Association"  in  the 
Biblical  Recorder,  September  29,  1859,  contains 
this  statement:  "One  newly-constructed  church 
was  received.  .  ."  This  is  additional  proof  that 
Archer  Lodge  Baptist  Church  was  a  new  church  in 
September,  1859. 

1860 

Delegates  J.  Robertson,  J.  I.  Bonds 

Pastor  L.  B.  Horton,  Eagle  Rock,  N.C. 

Clerk  J.  H.  Robertson,  Creech ville,  N.  C. 

Statistics  Baptized  2,  excluded  1,  white  40 

black  4,  total  44,  Associational  Fund  $2.00 

The  following  is  a  condensed  table  or  information 
about  Archer  Lodge  Baptist  Church  taken  from 
Raleigh  Association  Minutes  1861  —  1903. 


White  Oak  Baptist  Church 

Route  2,  Clayton,  N.C. 


Date  —  Pastor 


1861  -  Horton  had  died 


Statistics 


Excluded  2 


Date 

Pastor 

Statistics 

Total  41 

1862 

John  F.  Ellington 

Baptized  2 

Clayton,  N.  C. 

White  37 

Black  4 

Total  41 

1863 

John  F.  Ellington 

White  37 

Black  4 

Total  41 

1864 

John  F.  Ellington 

White  37 

Black  4 

Total  41 

1865 

John  F.  Ellington 

White  37 

Black  4 

Total  41 

1866 

None 

White  37 

Black  4 

Total  41 

1867 

W.  C.  Nowell 

Baptized  6 

Earpsboro,  N.  C. 

Excluded  4 
White  36 
Total  36 

1868 

J.  F.  Ellington 

Total  37 

1869 

J.  F.  Ellington 

Baptized  4 

By  letter  1 

Excluded  1 

White  41 

Total  41 

1870 

J.  F.  Ellington 

By  letter  1 

Dismissed  —by  letter  1 

White  43 

Total  43 

1871 

J.  F.  Ellington 

By  letter  1 

Dismissed  1 

White  44 

Total  44 

1872 

Amos  Weaver 

Dismissed  1 

Clayton,  N.  C. 

White  43 
Total  43 

1873 

Amos  Weaver 

Total  43 

1874 

A.J.  Nowell 

Baptized  8 

Eagle  Rock,  N.  C. 

Dismissed  5 
White  44 
Total  44 

1875 

A.J.  Nowell 

Baptized  6 

By  letter  1 

White  44 

Total  44 

1876 

A.  J.  Nowell 

Baptisms  2 

By  letter  3 

Dismissed  1 

Excluded  1 

Total  48 

1877 

A.J.  Nowell 

Baptisms  2 

By  letter  3 

Deceased  1 

Total  51 

1878 

A.J.  Nowell 

Excluded  1 
Total  50 

1879 

Worley  Creech 

Baptisms  5 

St.  Charles,  N.  C. 

By  letter  1 

Lost  by  letter  13 

Total  44 

1880 

All  spaces  for  Archer 
blank. 

Lodge  Baptist  Church 

1881 

Worley  Creech 

Baptisms  21 
Total  58 

1882 

Worley  Creech 

By  letter  1 

Died  2 

Total  56 

October  24-27,  1882,  is  the  last  year  Archer 
Lodge  Baptist  Church  appears  in  the  Raleigh  Asso- 
ciation Minutes.  Beginning  October  23—26,  1883, 
the  name  White  Oak  Baptist  Church  appears  in  the 
tables  in  the  space  formerly  used  for  Archer  Lodge 
Baptist  Church.  A  church  building  was  constructed 
on  church  property  site  in  1883.  It  was  named 
White  Oak  Baptist  Church  with  the  white  oak  trees 
growing  on  the  church  lot  furnishing  the  idea  for 
the  new  name. 


1883        Worley  Creech 


Baptized  2 

By  letter  3 

Excluded  1 

Died  2 

Total  80 


There  is  no  explanation  of  the  increase  from  56  to 
80  members  when  the  name  Archer  Lodge  Baptist 


Church  was  replaced  by  White  Oak  Baptist  Church. 
There  is  the  first  reference  to  a  Sunday  School  in 
1883  with  A.J.  Nowell,  Superintendent,  4  teachers, 
50  pupils. 


1884        W.  C.  Nowell 


1885        Worley  Creech 


By  letter  2 

Restored  1 

Dismissed  3 

Excluded  2 

Total  78 

Baptized  3 

Dismissed  1 

Died  2 

Total  78 


A  half-page  sketch  of  the  life  of  Rev.  Addison 
Jackson  Nowell  (former  pastor  of  Archer  Lodge 
Baptist  Church)  who  died  in  1885  appears  on  page 
20    of   the    1885    Raleigh    Associational   Minutes. 


1886        Worley  Creech 


1887        Worley  Creech 


1888  Worley  Creech 

1889  J.  L.  Cottingham 
Earpsboro,  N.  C. 


Baptized  2 

By  letter  2 

Excluded  2 

Total  76 

By  letter  2 

Dismissed  4 

Excluded  3 

Total  73 

Excluded  1 

Total  68 

Baptized  33 

Dismissed  2 

Total  101 


First   reported   contribution  to  missions  was  $.96 
for  foreign  missions. 


1890        J.  L.  Cottingham 

Archer  Lodge,  N.  C. 


1891        J.  L.  Cottingham 

Salary  $75.00  a  year 
Services  once  a  month 


1892       J.  L.  Cottingham 


1893 


O.  C.  Horton 
Selma,  N.  C. 


Baptized  9 

By  letter  3 

Dismissed  3 

Excluded  2 

Total  107 

Baptized  3 

By  letter  1 

Restored  1 

Dismissed  1 

Excluded  8 

Total  103 

By  letter  2 

Dismissed  9 

Excluded  14 

Died  6 

Total  77 

Baptized  6 
By  letter  2 
Restored  3 
Excluded  1 


1894        O.  C.  Horton 


1895        G.  W.  Coppedge 
Wakefield,  N.  C. 


1896  Space  Blank. 

1897  Worley  Creech 
Micro,  N.  C. 


1898        Worley  Creech 


1899 
1900 


1901 


Space  Blank. 
J.  W.  Smith 
Clayton,  N.  C. 
A.  A.  Pippin 
Wakefield,  N.  C. 


Total  87 

Baptized  6 

Dismissed  2 

Excluded  7 

Total  84 
Baptized  7 
By  letter  2 
Restored  6 
Dismissed  6 
Excluded  3 

Total  90 

Baptisms  1 

Dismissed  7 

Excluded  6 

Died  2 

Total  71 

By  letter  1 

Dismissed  2 

Died  1 

Total  42 

Excluded  10 

Total  51 

Baptisms  5 

By  letter  2 

Restored  5 

Dismissed  7 

Total  57 
Baptisms  9 
By  letter  1 
Restored  3 

Total  70 

Baptisms  5 

By  letter  9 

Restored  2 

Died  2 

Total  83 


Appearing  on  page  6  of  the  Minutes  for  1903  is 
"...the  following  churches  have  been  aided  through 
the  State  Mission  Board  during  the  past  year:... 
White  Oak." 

Also    appearing  in   the  Minutes   is   the    following: 

Motion:  "Because  of  the  great  number  of  churches 
now  composing  the  Raleigh  Association,  and  the 
further  difficulty  of  assembling  their  representatives 
for  associational  purposes  on  account  of  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  territory  over  which  it  is  now  spread; be  it 
Resolved:  1st.  That  we  advise  a  division  of  the  pre- 
sent territory  and  churches  with  a  view  to  forming 
a  new  Association. 

Resolved:  2nd.  That  we  recommend  the  lines 
bounding  the  territory  of  Johnston  County  as  the 
general  boundary  lines  of  the  proposed  new  Asso- 
ciation." (page  3) 


1902        A.  A.  Pippin 

Salary  $25.00 


1903        A.  A.  Pippin 


"The  vote  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  For 
division,  41;  against  31.  On  motion  of  Bro.  A.  A. 
Pippin   the   vote   was  made  unanimous."  (page  5) 

"Bro.  J.  W.  Suttle  made  a  statement  in  reference  to 
plans  for  the  formation  of  the  new  Association. 
The  Churches  desiring  to  enter  into  the  new  organi- 
zation are  requested  to  meet  in  Selma  on  Friday 
before  the  fifth  Sunday  in  November  for  organi- 
zation." (page  9)  This  was  done  at  Smithfield, 
October  30,  1903. 

White  Oak  Baptist  Church  is  among  the  churches 
missing  from  the  Raleigh  Minutes  for  1904. 

The  following  information  was  taken  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Johnston  County  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation: 

"Friday  night,  November  27,  1903.  Pursuant  to 
the  call  issued  by  order  of  the  meeting  at  Smithfield, 
October  30,  1903,  representatives  from  the 
churches  met  in  Selma  Baptist  Church  Friday  night, 
November  27,  1903,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
the  new  association."  (page  7)  White  Oak  was  one 
of  30  churches  represented.  The  messengers  were 
N.  E.  Jeffreys  and  R.  H.  Biggs.  Pastor  was  A.  A. 
Pippin.  Total  members  83.  Value  of  church  pro- 
perty  $450.00.   Seating  capacity  450."  (page  16) 

Although  the  Raleigh  Association  never  met  at 
Archer  Lodge  Baptist  Church  or  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church,  the  Johnston  met  at  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church  November  9  —  11,  1910.  No  history  of  the 
church  was  given. 

A  more  modern  church  building  was  constructed 
on  the  building  site  in  1910. 

In  1919,  G.  T.  Mills,  Buies  Creek,  N.  C,  replaced 
A.  A.  Pippin  as  pastor.  Pippin  had  been  pastor 
since  1901. 

In  1921,  A.  O.  Moore,  Clayton,  N.  C,  replaced 
G.  T.  Mills  as  pastor. 

In  1923,  C.  H.  Cashwell,  Wendell,  N.  C,  replaced 
A.  O.  Moore  as  pastor. 

In  1925,  A.  A.  Pippin,  Wakefield,  N.  C,  replaced 
C.  H.  Cashwell  as  pastor. 

In  the  Church  Year  1936-1937,  A.  D.  Parrish, 
Zebulon,   N.   C,  replaced  A.  A.  Pippin  as  pastor. 

In  1944,  the  present  brick  church  building  was 
started.  The  old  Sunday  School  rooms  were  sold 
to  Mr.  Millard  Liles,  and  the  Sunday  School  rooms 


were  moved  away.  The  old  sanctuary  remained  and 
church  services  were  still  held  here;  however, 
Sunday  School  was  held  in  the  Archer  Lodge 
School  Building  until  the  the  new  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  completed.  Then,  the  old  sanctuary 
was  moved  away  and  the  present  sanctuary  started. 
Sunday  School  and  church  services  were  held  in 
the  new  Sunday  School  Department  while  the  pre- 
sent sanctuary  was  being  built. 

In  1948,  the  word  "Supply"  appears  instead  of 
A.  D.  Parrish,  pastor. 

In    1949,   A.    D.    Parrish   is   again   listed  as  pastor. 

The  church  steeple  was  erected  in  1957. 

The  Church  Directory  was  added  in  1959. 

A.  D.  Parrish  announced  his  resignation  April  5, 
1959,  with  his  resignation  to  become  effective 
July  1 ,  1959.  He  was  given  a  vacation  with  pay  and 
did    not    return    to    preach    after    April    5,    1959. 

James  F.  Pulley,  Jr.,  Knightdale,  N.  C,  came  as  our 
Supply  Pastor. 

June  28,  1959,  James  F.  Pulley,  Jr.  accepted  the 
call  of  becoming  our  Pastor.  At  this  time  our 
church  adopted  a  full-time  program. 

Sunday,  July  26,  1959,  at  three  o'clock,  an  Ordina- 
tion Service  was  held  at  White  Oak  Baptist  Church 
for  James  F.  Pulley,  Jr. 

Pews  were  donated  for  the  new  church  sanctuary 
in  1959.  1959  marked  the  100th  Anniversary  of 
our  church. 

November  15,  1959,  the  new  church  building  was 
dedicated. 

December  18,  1960,  James  F.  Pulley, Jr.  announced 
his  call  by  God  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  Sharon 
Baptist  Church,  Smithfield,  N.  C.  His  resignation 
would  become  effective  immediately;  however,  he 
would  remain  as  long  as  sixty  days  if  the  Deacon 
Board  so  desired.  Sunday,  January  8,  1961,  was 
James  F.  Pulley,  Jr.'s  last  day  to  preach  as  pastor 
of  White  Oak  Baptist  Church. 

Rev.  Don  Hill  came  as  our  Interim  Pastor  Janu- 
ary 15,  1961.  His  last  Sunday  to  preach  at  White 
Oak  Baptist  Church  was  April  9,  1961. 

February  26,  1961,  Guy  C.  Futral,  Jr.  came  from 
Faymont  Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  to 
preach  a  trial  sermon.  He  was  accepted  as  pastor. 


March  1,  1961,  he  accepted  the  call  to  become 
effective  April  16,  1961.  April  16,  1961,  Guy  C. 
Futral,  Jr.  preached  his  first  sermon  at  White  Oak 
Baptist  Church  as  pastor. 

July  16,  1961,  a  Parsonage  Committee  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Deacon  Board.  The  committee  was 
unanimously  approved  by  the  church. 

The  Johnston  Baptist  Associational  Meeting  was 
held  at  White  Oak  Baptist  Church  October  19,1961. 

February  18,  1962,  red  carpet  was  chosen  and 
approved  by  the  church  to  be  added  as  soon  as 
possible  by  Tire  Sales  and  Service  Company, 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

April  15,  1962,  the  church  approved  the  parsonage 
plans.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  1962  on  land 
donated  by  Mrs.  Jean  Barnes  Moore.  The  land  ad- 
joins the  church  lot.  The  parsonage  was  occupied 
in  1962  by  The  Futrals.  Hagwood  and  Bain  Devel- 
opment Company  built  the  parsonage.. .Cost 
$13,750.00. 

The  baptistry  painting  was  donated  by  the  Batten 
Bible  Class  in  October,  1963. 

Navy  choir  robes  were  acquired  in  September,  1964. 

Our  baptistry  was  completed  the  week  of  May  2, 
1965.  Sunday,  May  16,  1965,  the  baptistry  was 
used  for  the  first  time  at  eleven  a.m.  for  a  baptismal 
service  for  sixteen  new  members. 

November  7,  1965,  Guy  C.  Futral,  Jr.  announced 
his  resignation  as  pastor  effective  December  27, 

1965.  He  accepted  a  call  to  become  the  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Covington,  Louisiana. 

J.  Rodney  Taylor  became  our  interim  pastor, 
January  9,  1966. 

T.  A.  Sheppard  became  our  interim  pastor,  May  8, 

1966,  replacing  J.  Rodney  Taylor. 

August  14,  1966,  John  B.  Ray  preached  a  trial 
sermon.  The  church  voted  unanimously  in  favor 
of  John  B.  Ray  as  pastor.  John  B.  Ray  accepted 
the  call  to  become  our  pastor  effective  Septem- 
ber 18,  1966.  He  came  to  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church  from  Mebane  Baptist  Church, Mebane,N.  C. 

Cement  front  and  sidewalks  were  added  in  Janu- 
ary, 1967. 

March  19,  1967,  the  church  approved  the  purchase 
of  a  Wurlitzer  organ  from  Pearson  Music  Company. 


August  11,  1968,  the  church  approved  and  adopt- 
ed a  Constitution  as  prepared  by  our  Constitution 
Committee. 

The  Needy  Fund  (Collection  taken  by  deacons 
after  Lord's  Supper)  was  started  October  6,  1968. 

October  10,  1969,  shrubbery  was  planted  around 
the  church. 

October  19,  1969,  air  conditioning  the  sanctuary 
was  approved  by  the  church.  The  installation 
occurred    in    time    for    use,    the    spring    of    1970. 

October,  1970,  money  was  collected  for  shingles 
and  a  new  top  was  placed  on  the  church  building. 

August,  1971,  chimes  were  installed  and  were 
played    for   the    first   Sunday,   August    22,   1971. 

September  12,  1971,  John  B.  Ray  announced  his 
resignation,  effective  October  5,  1971,  to  accept 
a  call  to  Moore's  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Saxapahaw, 
N.  C.  Sunday,  October  3,  1971,  was  his  last 
Sunday  to  preach. 

Fletcher  Ford,  Smithfield,  N.  C,  came  as  interim 
pastor  October  10,  1971,  and  continued  to  serve 
through  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year  1971. 

November  14,  1971,  C.  W.  Driver  came  from 
Pearce  Baptist  Church,  Route  3,  Zebulon,  N.  C,  to 
preach  a  trial  sermon.  The  church  voted  unanimous- 
ly in  favor  of  calling  him  as  our  pastor.  C.  W. 
Driver  accepted  the  call  to  become  effective, 
January  1,  1972. 

December,  1971,  new  gray  choir  robes  were  pur- 
chased. 

October  17,  1972,  the  Johnston  Baptist  Associa- 
tion met  at  White  Oak  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  first  part  of  April,  1973,  our  sanctuary 
was  painted  a  lovely  beige  and  off-white. 

April  13-15,  1973,  a  "Youth  Happening  For 
Christ"  was  held  at  White  Oak  Baptist  Church  with 
Albert  Long,  former  UNC  four-letter  athlete, 
speaking.  This  was  a  joint  Christian  effort  sponsor- 
ed by  six  churches:  Antioch  Baptist  Church, 
Baptist  Tabernacle  Church,  Corinth  Baptist  Church, 
Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Watkins 
Chapel  Baptist  Church,  and  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church. 

May,  1973,  pictures  of  church  members  and  fam- 
ilies were  taken  for  a  church  Pictorial  Directory. 


Sunday,  September  16,  1973,  we  held  a  Covenant 
of  Dedication  for  our  new  red  cushioned  choir 
pews  that  were  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Victoria 
Wall  by  the  Wall  Family. 

January  12,  1974,  our  first  paid  Youth  Directors, 
Richard  and  Beverly  Moretz  (Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  student  and  wife),  began 
their  duties.  July  21,  1974,  they  resigned  as  Youth 
Directors.  Mr.  Moretz  had  accepted  pastorate  of  a 
small  rural  church  near  Wake  Forest. 

September  15,  1974,  Ben  and  Joan  Harding 
(Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  stu- 
dent and  wife)  were  employed  as  Youth  Directors 
to  replace  Richard  and  Beverly  Moretz. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  Pastor's  Salary  for 
the  Church  Year  1975  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
assumed  the  parsonage  utility  payments  upon  his 
request. 

C.  W.  Driver  resigned  July  15,  and  continued 
preaching  August  15. 

Mrs.  Stella  B.  Johnson 
Church  Historian 


The  following  tables  show  a  comparison  of  1910 
statistics  to  1975  statistics. 


Statistics  for  1910 
(From  Minutes  of  Johnston  Baptist  Association) 


Pastor's  Salary 

Building  and  Repairs 

Incidentals 

Sunday  School  Expense 

The  Poor 

State  Missions 

Home  Missions 

Foreign  Missions 

Sunday  School  Missions 

Orphanage 

Ministerial  Education 

Ministerial  Relief 

Minute  Fund 

Church  and  Building  Fund 

Value  of  Church  Property 

Seating  Capacity 

Baptized 

Received  by  letter 

Restored 

Number  of  Males 

Number  of  Females 

Total 

Sunday  School  Enrollment 


500 

8 

9 

1 

79 

107 

186 

81 


$    125.00 

1,250.00 

15.00 

25.00 

9.00 

20.00 

5.00 

5.00 

1.50 

8.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1,500.00 


Statistics  for  1975 
(From  Uniform  Church  Letter) 


Pastor:  C.  W.  Driver 

Pastor's  Salary 

$     9,400.00 

Total  Value  Church  Property 

182,000.00 

Total  Receipts 

41,574.00 

Church  Debt 

6,000.00 

Total  Missions  Expenditures 

3,075.00 

Total  Local  Expenses 

33,820.00 

Baptisms 

4 

Letter  Additions 

4 

Deaths 

4 

Loss  by  Transfer 

11 

Total  Membership 

434 

Sunday  School  Enrollment 

247 

Average  Weekly  Attendance 

148 

Vacation  Bible  School 

Enrollment 

85 

SHILOH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


During  the  spring  of  1860,  a  group  of  fellow 
Christians  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Smithfield,  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Shiloh 
Baptist  Church. 

There  were  initially  fourteen  charter  members, 
however  not  all  of  their  names  are  on  our  records. 
We  do  desire  to  mention  three  of  them  —  D.  H. 
Holland,  Walter  R.  Moore  and  William  H.  Sanders. 

During  the  autumn  of  1860  Shiloh  Church  was 
accepted  into  the  Raleigh  Association  and  was  a 
member  of  that  association  until  1904  when  it 
joined  the  Johnston  Association. 

The  very  first  church  sanctuary  was  a  one  room 
frame  building  situated  on  the  very  site  of  the  pre- 
sent sanctuary.  The  land  was  donated  by  the  late 
Gaston  Johnson.  The  first  sanctuary  was  in  use 
until  1918  or  1919.  The  building  is  currently  in  use 
today  in  another  part  of  our  community. 

The  present  sanctuary  was  built  1918  or  1919  on 
this  very  site  and  continues  to  serve  the  community 
in  the  service  of  our  Blessed  Lord. 

Today  as  we  observe  the  115th  Anniversary  of 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church  let  us  remember  those  who 
have  served  faithfully  over  these  years  and  especially 
those  who  have  gone  on  before  us  to  be  with  their 
Lord. 

Louis  T.  Edwards,  Pastor 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church  Pastors 
October  1860 


Shiloh  Baptist  Church 

Garner,  North  Carolina 


1863-A.  D.  Blackwood 
1869-S.  Ivey 
1876-GeorgeJ.  Dowell 


1864-J.  K.  Howell 

1873-A.  Weaver 

1884-J.  K.  Howell 


1887- 
1892- 
1898- 
1902- 
1906- 
1913- 
1916- 
1925- 
1931- 
1940- 
1946- 
1949- 
1956- 
1958- 
1965- 
1974- 


-W.  C.  Nowell 
-F.  H.  Poston 
B.  Lacey  Hoge 
-W.  G.  Hall 
-L.  C.  Hudson 
W.  H.  Wall 
-F.  E.  Lanier 
-J.  S.  Connell 
W.  O.  Rosser 
-A.  C.  McCall 
-A.  W.  Brooks 
-Worth  Braswell 
-Joe  Puckett* 
-Harvey  Duke* 
-L.  E.  Godwin,  Jr. H 
-Tommy  Pearce* 


1889-J.  W.  Rose 

1894-A.  C.  Cree 

1899-Duncan  McLeod 

1904-B.  Townsend 

1909-B.  W.  Horrel 

1915-G.  T.Mills 

1920-R.  L.  Gay 

1926-S.  S.  McGregor 

1937-C.  W.  Teague* 

1943-R.  T.  Standi* 

1947-H.  E.Cherry* 

1952-P.  E.Jones 

1957-C.  W.  Cox,  Jr.* 

1962-Hugo  Davis* 

1970-Paul  Morrow* 

1975— Louis  Edwards* 


*  Living 


LIVE  OAK  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Live  Oak  Baptist  Church 

Route  l.Selma,  N.  C. 


Live  Oak  Baptist  Church  was  organized  and  a 
church  covenant  was  adopted  in  May  1867.  The 
first  pastor  was  a  Rev.  Mr.  Davis.  The  first  minutes 
of  the  church  were  recorded  by  Mr.  Bob  Parrish  in 
May  1867.  Charter  members  of  the  church  were: 
John  Broadwell,  Jim  Chestnut,  Jesse  Curby, 
Martha  Earp,  Pharoah  Richardson,  J.  K.  Scar- 
borough, Smithie  Richardson,  Ruff  Wall,  Bill  Wall, 
and  a  Mr.  Hastings. 

Live  Oak  Church  celebrated  its  Centennial  on 
Sunday,  October  15,  1967.  The  Rev.  Sam  Twisdale 
was  pastor  of  the  church  at  that  time.  Speaker  for 


this  celebration  was  Rev.  Hoyt  Lock  who  was  a 
former  pastor  at  that  time  and  is  now  present  pas- 
tor of  the  church. 

Live  Oak  Church  now  consists  of  three  buildings. 
The  church  building  which  contains  an  educational 
plant,  a  fellowship  hall  and  a  pastorium.  Present 
membership  in  315  with  the  resident  membership 
being  232. 

All  three  buildings  of  the  church  have  been  con- 
structed since  May  1960  and  the  church  is  full  time 
and  debt  free. 


PINE  LEVEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


During  the  War  between  the  States,  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter,  the  little  community  of  Pine  Level 
had  no  church  at  all;  but  in  the  late  sixties,  reli- 
gious services  were  conducted  in  the  railway  depot 
building  by  any  preacher  who  cared  to  do  so.  Dur- 
ing this  period,  Messrs.  Tom  T.Oliver;  Jesse  Creech, 
John  Capps  and  others  led  in  building  a  commu- 
nity house  for  all  denominations  to  use  for  worship 
services.  The  date  of  the  building  of  this  house  was 
about  1887.  It  was  agreed  that  no  church  of  any 
denomination  should  be  organized  in  the  commu- 
nity house,  and  for  some  two  or  three  years,  it  was 
used  by  any  and  all  who  desired  to  use  it.  It  stood 
where  the  present  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  now 
stands. 

There  were  some  Baptists  in  Pine  Level  who 
wanted  to  have  a  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  John  Worley 
and  his  son,  William  Worley,  were  very  much 
interested  in  this  idea  of  a  Baptist  Church,  and 
especially  so  since  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  in  1868  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Tom 
T.  Oliver.  Mr.  John  Worley  was  holding  prayer 
meeting  before  the  Church  was  organized  and, 
through  his  influence,  his  vision  of  a  Baptist 
Church  came  to  be  materialized  when  Dr.  Wm.  B. 
Harrell,  then  pastor  of  the  Clayton  Baptist  Church, 
organized  the  Church  in  1869. 

The  charter  members  of  this  Church  were  ten  in 
number  and  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Harrell,  Pastor,  Mrs.  Nancy  Hughes, 
Miss  Pattie  Knox,  Mrs.  Crecy  Peedin,  Mr.  James 
Peedin,  Mr.  A.  M.  Rocwell  (first  clerk),  Mrs. 
Mourning  Stallings,  Mrs.  Julie  Worley,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winfree,  and  Mr.  John  Worley. 

The  first  year  of  the  Church's  life,  Dr.  Harrell 
preached  in  a  revival  meeting,  probably  in  the 
summer  of  1870,  at  which  time  twenty-five  per- 
sons joined  the  little  church.  When  the  group  came 
back  from  the  baptizing  and  returned  to  the 
Church,  the  door  of  the  community  house  was 
found  to  be  locked.  This  occurrence  was  in  protest 
to  the  organization  of  a  church  in  the  community 
house,  whereupon  the  group  then  went  to  a  grove 
nearby  and  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  its 
new  members.  After  this,  the  group  made  a  brush 
shelter  and  preached  under  it  for  several  months. 

It  was  during  the  early  years  of  the  history  of  the 
Church  that  the  Sunday  School  was  organized.  For 
many  years  after  its  organization,  Mr.  Henry  Louis 
Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Groves,  Mr.  Ed  Moore 


Pine  Level  Baptist  Church 

Pine  Level,  North  Carolina 

and  Mr.  L.  Richardson  of  Selma,  N.  C,  gave  their 
time  and  money  to  build  a  Sunday  School  in  the 
Pine  Level  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Smith  would  walk 
from  Selma  to  Pine  Level  and  hold  prayer  meeting, 
and  help  lead  the  Sunday  School.  The  fruit  of  his 
labors  is  still  in  evidence. 

From  the  time  of  its  organization  in  the  year  1869, 
this  church  has  had  up  to  date  35  pastors.  Some  of 
these  ministers  have  been  students  from  Wake 
Forest  College,  while  others  have  lived  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Upon  the  advent  of  Mr.  Tom  Freeman's  pastorate, 
that  is,  in  1942,  Pine  Level  was  in  a  preaching  field 
with  Kenly  and  Thanksgiving  and  had  services 
twice  a  month.  The  year  before  Mr.  Freeman  left 
to  accept  a  call  to  Burlington,  Thanksgiving  de- 
cided to  go  on  a  half-time  basis,  and  Pine  Level 
increased  its  services  to  three  Sundays  per  month 
and    then    went    on   full   time   February    1,   1953. 

Early  in  Mr.  Tom  M.  Freeman's  pastorate,  the 
Church's  thirty-third  pastor,  his  tenure  of  service 
being  from  1942  to  1947,  he  instilled  into  the 
minds  of  the  Church  members  the  idea  of  initiating 
plans  for  the  building  of  a  new  church;  and  he 
brought  this  suggestion  to  his  congregation  in  a  ser- 
mon which  he  preached  on  THE  BUILDING  OF 
THE  TEMPLE.  Mr.  Freeman  followed  up  his  idea 
with  a  plan  to  inaugurate  a  Church-Building  Fund. 
By  so  doing,  Mr.  Freeman  predicted  that  he  felt 
that  with  reasonable  contributions  coming  into  the 


"Fund"  regularly  each  year  from  the  time  of  its 
inception,  1942,  that  the  Church  should  be  in  a 
position  to  start  on  its  Church -Building  Program  by 
1950. 


home  for  the  pastor.  This  committee  was  com- 
posed of  Clyde  F.  Godwin,  Chairman,  W.  B. 
Godwin,  Marshall  Creech,  Elwood  Parker,  Mrs.  Doc 
R.  Oliver  and  Mrs.  K.  C.  Woodard. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  a  call  meeting  on 
March  5,  1950,  after  investigations  had  been  made 
with  contractors,  that  a  motion  was  initiated  by 
A.  F.  Futrell  to  give  the  contract  for  the  church  to 
the  Walter  G.  Lassiter  Construction  Company, 
Smithfield,  N.  C,  and  accordingly,  construction 
was    begun    on    the  new  structure   on  March    17, 

1950,  and  the  church  was  completed  in  February, 

1951.  The  church  was  dedicated  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  March,  1951. 

After  the  Church-Building  Program  was  started  in 
1942,  on  April  23,  1943,  the  first  bond  was  bought 
out  of  the  Church-Building  Fund.  The  custom 
since  this  red-letter  day  in  1942,  on  which  date 
interest  was  aroused  in  building  a  new  Church,  has 
been  to  have  a  Homecoming  Day  each  year.  On 
this  day,  every  member  of  the  church  is  invited 
back  for  Homecoming  and  a  picnic  dinner  is 
served.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  dinner  each  year, 
any  funds  contributed  to  the  "Building  Fund"  are 
announced.  The  total  receipts  from  1943  to  1950 
were  $40,189.78.  Of  this  amount,  approximately 
$11,000  was  spent  on  the  parsonage. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  building  of 
the  church,  though  not  put  aside,  was  interrupted 
by  the  urgent  need  of  a  parsonage.  When  Mr.  J.  L. 
Jones,  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Jones,  was  called  as  our  pas- 
tor, it  was  necessary  for  him  to  live  in  Kenly  for 
the  time  being  until  plans  could  be  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  parsonage.  In  February  1948,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by   the  Church   to  build  a 


A  lot  adjoining  the  Church  property  was  given  for 
the  site  of  the  parsonage  by  D.  B.  Oliver,  Sr.  Con- 
struction was  started  on  the  home  in  February,  and 
it  was  completed  in  July  of  the  same  year.  The  pas- 
tor, The  Rev,  J.  L.Jones  and  his  family  moved  into 
the  new  home  on  July  12,  1948. 

Receipts  for  one  year  from  the  Church  Building 
fund,  plus  individual  donations,  financed  the  build- 
ing of  the  parsonage.  The  records  show  a  probable 
cost  of  $11,000. 

The  church  is  modeled  after  the  structure  in  Pilot, 
North  Carolina,  with  a  few  changes  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  $60,000.  Music  in  the  church  is  fur- 
nished by  a  pipe  organ  of  electronic  construction. 
It  is  the  gift  of  one  of  the  members,  Miss  Mildred 
P.  Oliver  to  honor  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Oliver. 

The  tornado  that  struck  Pine  Level  the  first  Sun- 
day in  August,  1953,  damaged  the  church  roof 
and  completely  destroyed  the  church  steeple 
which  has  been  rebuilt  same  as  the  original. 

The  total  present  membership  of  the  church  is  227 
and  the  average  Sunday  School  attendance  is  115. 
Rev.  Clyde  E.  Luther  is  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  Floyd  C.  Price  is  church  clerk,  Mrs. 
Hubert  F.  Radford  is  financial  secretary  and  Mr. 
Doc  R.  Oliver  is  treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Wayland  Jones 


BAPTIST  CENTER  CHURCH 


A 


Baptist  Center  Church 

Route  1,  Clayton,  N.  C. 


The  Mother  Church 


The  origination  of  Baptist  Center  Church  was  no 
random  happening  as  talk  about  establishing  a 
church  had  probably  taken  place  several  weeks 
prior  to  the  time  the  church  was  actually  consti- 
tuted. No  one  can  be  sure  just  when  the  founders 
of  Baptist  Center  conceived  the  idea  of  a  new 
church  in  the  community.  However,  records  of 
Johnston  Liberty  Baptist  Church  (now  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Clayton)  as  late  as  July  16, 1871, 
indicate  that  certain  members  of  that  church  had 
asked  to  be  dismissed  to  organize  a  new  church  in 
their  neighborhood.  On  ledger  page  34  of  the 
records  of  Johnston  Liberty  Church,  dated  the 
second  Sabbath  of  July,  1871  (July  16,  1871), 
under  miscellaneous  business,  it  is  recorded:  "The 
following  members  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal 
from  this  church  to  organize  a  new  church  in  their 
neighborhood:  Brothers  Wilie  S.  Boon,  J.  H.  Boon, 
and  J.  R.  Jones  and  Sisters  Bathshiba  Boon,  Louisa 
Boon,  Mary  Ann  Vinson,  Burlinda  Jones,  Harriet 
Eatman,  and  Caroline  Boon. 

A  great  revival  was  held  in  August  of  1871  in  the 
Town  of  Clayton.  The  day  services  were  held  in 
Johnston  Liberty  while  the  evening  services  were 


conducted  in  the  Clayton  Methodist  Church. 
Eleven  of  the  converts  were  received  into  the 
newly-formed  Baptist  Center  Church. 

It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  the  first  idea  of  establish- 
ing a  new  church  in  what  is  now  the  baptist  Center 
Community  was  conceived  by  members  of  the 
Johnston  Liberty  Church  who  lived  in  the  com- 
munity. The  mother  church  of  Baptist  Center  is 
probably  the  Johnston  Liberty  Church,  predecessor 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Clayton. 

The  First  Three  Days 

Members  of  Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Mt.  Moriah 
Baptist  Church,  Bethesda  Baptist  Church,  and 
Johnston  Liberty  Baptist  Church  met  on  July  28, 
1871  on  a  Friday  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
local  Regular  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  their 
home  community.  When  these  Christians  first  met 
on  this  day,  they  did  not  have  a  church  building, 
nor  a  pastor,  nor  even  a  name  for  their  Christian 
union. 

The  service  lasted  throughout  the  day  on  this 
Friday  and  resumed  on  Saturday,  July  29,  1871. 
On  the  third  day,  Sunday,  July  30,  1871,  a  church 


was  constituted. 

Before  the  three-day  service  began  under  the  brush 
arbor  at  Duncan's  School  House  on  July  28,  1871, 
Elders  Amos  Weaver,  Stinceion  Ivey,  and  William  B. 
Harrell  were  invited  by  certain  brethren  of  the 
aforementioned  churches  to  meet  as  a  Presbytery 
for  the  purpose  of  constituting  them  into  a  Regular 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Elder  Harrell  was  then 
pastor  of  the  Johnston  Liberty  Baptist  Church  and 
the  Pine  Level  Baptist  Church.  Elder  Ivey  was 
pastor  of  the  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  and  the  New 
Bethel  Baptist  Church. 

The  First  Day 

On  the  first  day,  July  28,  1871,  letters  were  called 
for  and  read  from  those  desiring  to  be  constituted 
into  a  church  in  the  community.  Sixteen  persons 
presented  certificates  of  good  standing  and  fellow- 
ship from  Shiloh,  Mt.  Moriah,  Bethesda,  and 
Johnston  Liberty.  From  the  Shiloh  Church  certifi- 
cates were  presented  by  Brothers  John  G.  Barber 
and  Ransom  Yelvington  and  Sisters  Pollie  Ann 
Yelvington  and  Hepsie  Ann  Massengill.  Sister 
Sophia  Austin  presented  a  certificate  from  the 
Mt.  Moriah  Church.  From  Johnston  Liberty 
Church,  certificates  were  presented  by  Brothers 
Wilie  S.  Boon,  J.  H.  Boon,  and  J.  R.  Jones  and 
Sisters  Harriet  Eatman,  Bathshiba  Boon,  Louisa 
Boon,  Mary  Ann  Vinson,  Elizabeth  Boon,  and 
Burlinda  Jones.  Brother  Thomas  Turner  and  Sister 
Georgianna  Jones  presented  certificates  from 
Bethesda  Church.  (Harriet  Eatman  and  J.  H.  Boon 
were  brother  and  sister.  Mary  Ann  Vinson  and 
Thomas  Turner  were  brother  and  sister.  J.  R.  Jones 
and     Burlinda    Jones    were     husband    and    wife.) 

After  the  reading  of  the  letters  by  Elder  Amos 
Weaver,  "Articles  of  Faith"  in  the  main  from  the 
Baptist  Church  Directory  were  presented  and 
unanimously  adopted  by  vote.  A  sermon  was 
delivered  (not  read)  by  Elder  Stinceon  Ivey  from 
Romans  14:8  and  "it  did  seem  that  the  dear 
brother  truly  felt  the  inspirations  of  the  Spirit 
which  moved  the  Apostle  himself  to  declare  that 
'Whether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord;  and 
whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord,  whether 
we    live    therefore    or   die,   we   are   the    Lord's.'    ' 

The  Second  Day 

Persons  from  the  area  gathered  again  at  the  brush 
arbor  on  Saturday,  July  29,  1871  to  witness  the 
continuance  of  the  organization  of  the  new  church. 
Elder  William  B.  Harrell  addressed  the  people  from 
the  theme,  "The  Stability  and  the  Responsibilites 
of    the    Church,"    founded    on    the   words   of  the 


Apostle  Paul  in  I  Timothy  3:15  (latter  part):  "The 
church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of 
the  truth." 

A    recess    of    40    minutes    was    then    announced. 

The  "Covenant"  by  which  the  brethren  agreed  to 
stand  together  as  a  united  body  of  Christian  wor- 
shippers was  then  read,  approved,  and  adopted. 
The  attention  of  the  church  was  called  especially 
to  that  part  which  declared  that  "we  will  cheer- 
fully contribute  of  our  property  according  as  God 
has  prospered  us  for  the  maintenance  of  a  faithful 
and  evangelical  ministry  among  us,  for  the  support 
of  the  poor,  and  to  spread  the  gospel  over  the 
earth." 

The  Third  Day 

A  large  number  of  people  gathered  under  the  brush 
arbor  in  front  of  the  schoolhouse  for  the  final  day 
of  the  three-day  service  on  Sunday,  July  30,  1871. 

Elder    William    B.    Harrell   delivered    the    sermon. 

Two  deacons  were  appointed  on  this  final  day  and 
a  minister  was  called  to  serve  the  church.  These 
deacons  were  Willie  S.  Boon  and  Ransom 
Yelvington.  Mr.  Boon  had  previously  been  ordain- 
ed at  Johnston  Liberty  Church.  Mr.  Yelvington  was 
ordained  that  day. 

John  G.  Barber  was  named  the  first  church  clerk. 

Elder  Amos  Weaver  was  called  as  first  pastor  of  the 
new  church  on  this  final  day.  Elder  Weaver  was  a 
Methodist  when  he  was  young  and  was  a  member 
of  what  is  now  the  State  Legislature.  He  was 
expelled  from  the  State  Legislature  on  the  day 
before  his  Methodist  permit  to  preach  expired, 
because  he  was  a  preacher.  He  later  became  a 
Baptist. 

Elder  Weaver  had  previously  been  pastor  of  the 
Johnston  Liberty  Church,  being  called  there  in 
March  of  1869.  He  and  his  family  joined  that 
church  in  June,  1869.  Elder  Weaver  was  originally 
a  member  of  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Alamance  County, 
North  Carolina.  His  wife  was  Martha  and  his 
daughter  was  Elizabeth. 

It  was  also  on  this  final  day  that  the  name  of  the 
new  church  was  announced  and  approved.  "Baptist 
Centre"  was  chosen  because  the  new  church  was 
surrounded  by  four  other  Baptist  churches:  Shiloh, 
Mt.     Moriah,    Johnston     Liberty,    and     Bethesda. 

Elder  Weaver  ended  the  events  of  the  day  with  a 


discourse  founded  on  Genesis  24:49.  "It  was  a 
blessed  season  of  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving  to 
every  Christian  heart,  when  after  the  sermon,  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  was  given  first  by  the 
church  to  each  other;  then  by  the  Presbytery  to 
the  church  constituted;  then  by  all  Baptists  from 
sister  churches  present  who  were  invited  to  do 
so."  During  this  welcoming  of  the  newly-organized 
body  in  the  great  brotherhood  and  family  of  "  'the 
one  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptism,'  many 
people  were  constrained  to  praise  the  Lord  aloud 
for  his  mercy  and  goodness  in  thus  granting  them 
the  privilege  of  seeing  the  planting  of  this  vine  at  a 
time  and  place  so  favorable  to  the  progress  of  the 
true  doctrines  of  the  Cross." 

A  Church  Building  Is  Erected 

The  first  church  building  was  constructed  approxi- 
mately one  month  following  the  constitution  of 
Baptist  Center.  The  oldest  records  available  show 
that  Baptist  Center  Church  met  in  a  new  church 
building  on  Saturday  before  the  first  Lord's  day  in 
September,  1871. 

The  church  was  built  on  property  belonging  to 
Sabrina  Duncan,  J.  H.  Duncan  and  his  wife,  Sarah  J. 
Duncan.  The  deed  to  this  property  was  not  filed 
until  1915,  although  an  indenture  granting  the 
tract  of  land  to  the  trustees  of  Baptist  Center 
Church  was  made  on  August  I,  1871.  The  property 
was  given  to  the  church  by  the  Duncans  "in  con- 
sideration of  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
interest  of  religion."  The  church  trustees  were 
John  G.  Barber,  Wilie  S.  Boon,  and  Ransom 
Yelvington. 

The  church  building  constructed  on  this  property 
was  a  tall  structure,  wide  and  long.  Two  sets  of 
steps  led  to  the  front  entrances,  one  on  the  left 
front  of  the  church  and  one  on  the  right  front  of 
the  church.  There  was  also  an  entrance  to  the 
church  near  the  altar  area  at  the  inside  front  of  the 
church.  There  were  three  windows  on  each  side  of 
the  building.  The  altar  area  of  this  church  was  oval- 
shaped  and  there  was  space  for  the  choir  behind 
the  pulpit  in  front  of  a  large  window.  Three  rows 
of  slat  benches  with  slat  back  rests  ran  horizontally 
from  the  pulpit  to  the  inside  back  of  the  church, 
two  rows  along  the  sides  of  the  church  and  one 
row  in  the  middle.  There  were  also  slat  benches  to 
the  left  and  right  of  the  pulpit  running  perpendic- 
ular to  the  other  benches.  A  church  library  was 
located  near  the  left  front  entrance  of  the  church. 

According  to  early  records,  the  construction  of  this 
church  "was  superintended  by  an  excellent  me- 
chanic,   a    gentleman    of    high    standing    in    this 


community."  Although  the  name  of  this  man  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  early  records,  he  may  very 
well  have  been  Wilie  S.  Boon.  Mr.  Boon  was  a 
well-known  carpenter  and  was  a  leader  of  this 
early  church. 

The  church,  however,  was  unfinished  when  the 
members  met  on  the  first  Lord's  day  in  Septem- 
ber, 1871  (Saturday).  A  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  pastor,  Elder  Amos  Weaver  from  II  Kings  7:9. 
The  minutes  of  this  first  meeting  were  recorded  by 
John  G.  Barber,  the  first  church  clerk. 

The  doors  of  the  church  were  opened  for  reception 
of  members  when  the  following  persons  presented 
themselves  for  Baptism  and  membership:  W.  J. 
Braddy,  Agabus  Jones,  David  Gower,  J.  W.  Boon, 
D.  L.  Jones,  William  Austin,  Annie  Gower, 
Savannah  Jones,  Roxannah  Harrison,  Marceline 
Austin,  and  lanna  Barber.  Elizabeth  Jourdon  from 
Rehobeth  Baptist  Church  and  L.  A.  H.  Boon  from 
Antioch   Baptist  Church  were  admitted  by  letter. 

A  meeting  was  held  the  following  moming  at 
Barber's  Bridge  on  Swift  Creek  when  the  new 
members  were  baptized  by  the  pastor.  After 
returning  to  the  church  a  sermon  was  delivered  by 
Elder  Weaver  from  John  15:14. 

Baptismal  services  of  this  early  church  were  usually 
held  early  in  the  morning,  about  nine  or  10  o'clock, 
after  which  the  members  would  return  to  the 
church  for  worship  services.  In  addition  to  Barber's 
Bridge  on  Swift  Creek,  baptismal  services  in  the 
early  days  were  held  at  B.  T.  Barber's  mill  pond, 
L.  F.  Austin's  pond,  Austin's  mill  pond,  Rand's 
mill  pond,  Branham's  pond,  and  Harrison's  mill 
pond. 

The  next  church  service  was  held  on  the  first 
Lord's  day  in  October,  1871  when  the  following 
persons  presented  themselves  for  membership: 
Gideon  I.  Barbour,  Irven  L.  Smith,  and  Matilda 
Braddy.  Mary  J.  Barbour  and  Elizabeth  I.  Massengill 
were  received  into  the  church  fellowship  by  letter. 
The  new  members  were  baptized  the  following 
morning    by     Elder    Weaver    at    Barber's    Bridge. 

At  this  baptismal  meeting,  the  first  delegates 
from  Baptist  Center  Church  were  appointed  to  the 
Raleigh  Baptist  Association  meeting  which  was 
held  October  12-15,  1871  at  Hepsibeth  Baptist 
Church  in  Wake  County.  Baptist  Center  was 
received  into  this  Association  during  this  meeting 
and  remained  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Association  for  the  next  32  years.  Delegates 
appointed  were  John  G.  Barber,  Ransom 
Yelvington,  W.  J.  Brady,  D.  L.  Jones,  and  William 
Austin. 


Early  Services 

During  worship  services  at  this  first  church,  the 
elderly  men  sat  in  a  group  on  slat  benches  at  the 
front  of  the  church  to  the  right  of  the  altar.  The 
elderly  women  of  the  church  sat  in  a  group  at  the 
front  of  the  church  to  the  left  of  the  altar.  The 
men  and  the  women  did  not  sit  together. 

The  side  of  the  church  where  the  elderly  men  sat 
was  referred  to  as  the  "Amen  Cor  ner"  because  the 
men  would  say  "Amen,  Amen"  during  the  preach- 
ers sermon.  The  elderly  women,  usually  wearing 
big,  wide-brimmed,  black  bonnets,  sat  on  the  left 
side  and  shouted  "Glory,  Glory,  Glory"  and  often 
raised  their  hands  above  their  heads  and  clapped 
them. 

The  choir  of  the  church  sat  as  a  group  behind  the 
altar  in  front  of  a  large  window.  Members  of  the 
choir  were  taught  to  sing  by  note.  The  earliest  song 
teacher  of  which  there  is  a  record  was  Guston 
Parrish  of  Benson,  North  Carolina.  Lula  Branham 
was  the  church's  first  organist  in  the  late  1800's. 
There  was  a  peddle-type  organ  in  the  latter  days  of 
this  first  church. 

Vigilance  Committee 

During  the  first  year  of  the  church's  existence  and 
for  several  years  following  the  church  roll  was 
called  every  three  months. 

The  members  of  the  church  met  in  conference  on 
Saturday  before  the  first  Lord's  day  of  every 
month.  At  these  meetings,  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  were  read  and  approved,  after  which 
inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  peace  of  the  church.  If 
nothing  was  brought  forth  by  the  members  of  the 
church  which  would  molest  the  peace  of  the 
church,  the  doors  of  the  church  were  opened  for 
the  reception  of  members. 

If  matters  were  introduced  at  these  meetings 
which  indicated  that  the  entire  church  member- 
ship was  not  living  in  peace  and  brotherly  love, 
then  this  matter  had  to  be  examined  and  elimi- 
nated before  the  church  could  be  found  in  peace 
and  the  doors  opened  for  the  reception  of  mem- 
bers. Sometimes  the  church  clerk  was  appointed 
to  attend  to  these  complaints  against  the  peace  of 
the  church,  but  such  complaints  were  most  often 
the  duty  of  the  "Vigilance  Committee." 

The  Vigilance  Committee  was  on  duty  24  hours  a 
day  and  was  most  dreaded  by  any  member  of  the 
church  who  might  be  "walking  disorderly"  or 
deviating  from  the  teachings  of  the  church. 


In  the  early  church  minutes  there  are  cases  where 
members  were  expelled  from  the  church  member- 
ship for  partaking  of  intoxicating  spirits,  public 
dancing,  using  profane  language,  and  the  like. 
When  one,  who  had  been  expelled,  assured  the 
church  conference  that  he  had  been  forgiven  by 
God  and  that  he  would  not  "walk  disorderly"  in 
the  future,  he  might  be  reinstated  to  full  member- 
ship. 

Close  Communion 

Wine  and  bread  for  the  observance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  were  prepared  at  the  home  of  one  of  the 
deacons  during  the  early  history  of  Baptist  Center 
Church. 

During  the  service,  a  glass  of  wine  was  passed  from 
member  to  member  as  all  persons  partook  from  the 
same  glass.  The  service  was  known  as  "Close 
Communion"  as  only  members  of  Baptist  Center 
Church  and  other  Missionary  Baptist  Churches 
were  allowed  to  partake  of  the  bread  and  wine. 
Before  the  Communion  services,  anyone  not 
eligible  to  partake  was  excused.  Any  member  who 
had  performed  a  task  considered  wrong  by  the 
church  was  not  allowed  to  partake  in  Communion 
services  until  he  had  asked  for  forgiveness  and  had 
been  forgiven. 

If  a  member  of  the  early  church  missed  a  Com- 
munion service,  he  was  required  to  give  his  reasons 
for  doing  so. 

Baptist  Center  has  had  three  Communion  tables 
during  its  first  100  years.  The  Communion  table  of 
the  Church  of  1871  was  a  small,  wooden,  home- 
made table  with  four  legs.  The  second  was  a  marble 
top  table  given  by  Ianna  Barbour  from  her  home. 
Mrs.  Barbour  was  an  original  member  of  Baptist 
Center,  joining  this  church  in  September,  1871. 
This  table  is  the  only  piece  of  furniture  used  in  the 
present  church  sanctuary  that  was  saved  from  the 
fire  of  1943.  The  Communion  table  used  today  is 
an  oak  table  with  the  inscription,  "In  Remembrance 
Of  Me,"  etched  on  it.  This  table  was  given  to  the 
church  by  Iris  Harrison  Lawrence. 

Early  Funerals 

Deacons  were  always  pallbearers  at  funerals  of 
members  of  the  church  during  the  early  days  of 
Baptist  Center,  unless  a  special  request  was  made 
for    different    pallbearers    by    a   bereaved    family. 

The  deacons  always  wore  black  suits  at  funerals. 
They  also  wore  black  bands  with  black,  rosette- 
type   bows  attached  around   their  arms  during  a 


funeral  and  during  worship  services  at  the  church 
for  three  months  following  a  funeral. 

The  altar  area  of  the  church  was  always  draped  in 
black  for  a  funeral  and  for  a  number  of  days 
thereafter. 

The  Church  Cemetery 

The  first  person  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Baptist 
Center  was  the  six-year-old  daughter  of  Jim  L.  and 
Lela  T.  Talton,  Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth  was  born  on  April  12,  1902,  and  died 
September  23,  1908.  Elizabeth's  mother  is  the 
oldest    living    member    of   Baptist    Center    today. 

Land  was  given  to  the  church  in  February,  1911, 
by  Dr.  George  Hood  and  his  wife  Nellie  Hood  "in 
consideration  of  $50.00"  paid  to  them  by  trustees 
of  Baptist  Center.  This  tract  of  land  joined  the 
property  of  Baptist  Center  and  the  property  of 
Jesse  Harrison.  The  deed,  which  was  filed  in  1912, 
stipulated  that  this  land  was  to  be  used  for  a 
church  cemetery. 

It  is  believed  that  this  tract  of  land  had  been  used 
by  the  church  as  its  cemetery  for  about  three  years 
prior  to  the  actual  time  the  deed  was  filed. 

An  addition  to  the  cemetery  was  given  to  the 
church  in  May,  1947,  by  Julius  B.  Lee  and  his  wife 
Nellie  P.  Lee  "in  consideration  of  other  valuable 
considerations  and  the  sum  of  $10.00."  This  tract 
of  land  borders  the  boundaries  of  the  old  cemetery 
and  the  church  parsonage.  Baptist  Center  trustees 
receiving  this  land  were  John  C.  Ellis,  A.  T.  Canady, 
and  Elmon  Harrison. 

Preachers'  Pay 

A  hundred  years  ago  in  this  area,  preachers  and 
doctors  often  did  not  received  money  for  their 
services  to  the  people  as  money  was  often  scarce. 

Instead  of  money,  chickens,  eggs,  milk,  butter, 
hams,  sausage,  vegetables,  canned  goods,  honey, 
molasses,  and  the  like  were  given  to  the  ministers 
and  doctors.  These  products  were  plentiful  in  the 
farming  community  and  the  people  were  delighted 
to  have  enough  to  give  a  preacher  or  doctor  and 
their  families. 

The  earliest  record  of  collective  paying  of  a  min- 
ister at  Baptist  Center  was  in  1884  when  the 
church  conference  decided  that  each  member  of 
the  church  should  pay  at  least  50  cents  for  the 
support  of  the  pastor.  If  any  member  was  not  able 
to  pay  this  amount,  he  was  excused. 


In  1894,  each  member  of  the  church  was  required 
to  give  the  proceeds  of  one  day's  work  of  every 
month  for  the  support  of  the  pastor  and  finances 
of  the  church. 

In   1907,  the  pastor's  salary  was  $60.00  per  year. 

In  1912,  a  conference  was  called  to  consider  a  card 
system  for  the  collection  of  pledges. 

Until  October,  1917,  the  pastor  of  Baptist  Center 
Church  was  paid  by  the  year.  On  October  20  of 
that  year,  the  church  conference  decided  to  pay 
the  pastor  his  salary  by  the  month. 

A  New  Association  Is  Formed 

During  the  98th  annual  session  of  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Association  held  at  the  Smithfield  Baptist 
Church  in  Smithfield,  North  Carolina  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  30,  and  31  and  November  1,  1903,  the 
Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  was  formed 
from  the  Raleigh  Association. 

The  new  Johnston  Association  was  formed  because 
of  the  great  number  of  churches  that  then  com- 
posed the  Raleigh  Association.  This  caused  pro- 
blems in  assembling  representatives  from  all  the 
churches  for  associational  purposes  because  of  the 
vastness  of  the  territory  over  which  the  Raleigh 
Association  was  then  spread. 

Baptist  Center  was  received  into  this  newly-organ- 
ized Johnston  County  Baptist  Association  during  a 
meeting  at  the  Selma  Baptist  Church  in  Selma, 
North  Carolina  on  November  27,  28,  29,  1903. 
Prior  to  that  time,  Baptist  Center  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association. 

Baptist  Center  Church  has  been  host  to  three 
Associational  meetings.  The  first  was  while  Baptist 
Center  was  still  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Associa- 
tion; the  church  hosted  the  95th  annual  session, 
November  1—4,  1900.  Baptist  Center  also  hosted 
the  24th  annual  Johnston  Baptist  Association, 
November  9-10,  1926,  and  the  58th  annual 
Johnston   Baptist   Association,  October  20,   1960. 

Baptist  Center  is  the  tenth  oldest  church  of  the 
present  Johnston  Baptist  Association.  It  is  the 
third  oldest  church  in  the  Association  in  its  original 
location. 

In  1913  the  leaders  and  officials  of  the  church 
realized  that  the  church  building  constructed  in 
1871  was  inadequate  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
growing  congregation.  On  December  8,  1913  the 
church  was  called  into  conference  to  elect  a  com- 


mittee  to  see  what  might  be  done  to  launch  a 
movement  to  raise  funds  for  a  new  church.  Mem- 
bers fo  the  committee  elected  were  J.  C.  Hardee, 
J.  W.  Talton,  E.  H.  Rogers,  Clifford  Austin,  and 
D.  A.  Boon. 

A  few  years  later  the  committee  established  that 
means  were  available  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
church  and  about  1916  the  church  of  1871  was 
torn  down.  It  is  believed  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  building  was  bought  by  C.  Clem  Bryant  and 
was  moved  to  his  farm  by  mule  and  wagon.  The 
larger  beams  of  the  church  were  moved  on  log  carts. 

The  library  located  at  the  front  entrance  of  the 
church  of  1871  contained  about  336  volumes  of 
books  at  this  time.  Some  of  the  volumes  had  been 
given  to  Baptist  Center  by  other  churches,  some 
were  given  as  memorials,  and  some  were  gifts  from 
friends  of  the  church.  Before  the  church  was  torn 
down  in  1916,  anyone  who  wanted  a  book  from 
the  library  could  get  it.  Some  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  Baptist  Center  possess  books  which  they  or 
their  ancestors  obtained  from  this  library.  Many  of 
the  books  were  given  to  the  Baptist  Center  School. 

The  advent  of  World  War  1  hindered  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  church  and  it  was  not  until  1921 
that  the  second  Baptist  Center  building  was  com- 
pleted. Between  1916  and  1921  church  services 
were    held    in    the    Baptist  Center  School  House. 

Ed  Branham  contracted  the  building  of  the  second 
church.  Much  of  the  timber  for  the  church  was  cut 
by  members  of  the  church  and  hauled  to  saw  mills. 
Mr.  Branham  marked  the  boards  for  size  and  mem- 
bers of  the  church  used  hand  saws  to  cut  many  of 
the  boards. 

The  plastering  work  for  this  church  was  superin- 
tended by  Dewitt  Talton,  a  church  member.  He 
was    assisted    by    other   members    of   the    church. 

This  church  had  a  seating  capacity  of  approximately 
500  persons.  It  featured  a  sanctuary  and  four 
separate  Sunday  School  rooms.  The  church  was 
valued  at  $3,000.00. 

Mrs.  Maude  Hardee  Hill  was  church  organist  and 
pianist  for  Baptist  Center  when  this  new  church 
was  built  and  for  about  40  years  thereafter.  Norvelle 
Bryan  was  the  director  of  the  church  choir.  Accord- 
ing to  available  records,  Mr.  Bryan  was  the  first 
director  of  a  choir  at  Baptist  Center.  Mrs.  Joe 
Hardee  taught  the  Card  Class  for  the  church  of  the 
early    1920's  and   for  about  40  years  thereafter. 


Harvest  Day 

Following  the  Great  Depression  of  the  thirties  and 
forties,  Baptist  Center  and  other  country  churches 
in  the  area  sponsored  "Harvest  Day"  in  the  Fall  of 
the  year  after  all  the  crops  in  the  area  had  been 
harvested. 

On  Harvest  Day  members  of  the  church  brought 
their  pledges  to  the  church.  Some  members  pledged 
a  bale  of  cotton,  pounds  of  tobacco,  or  bushels  of 
corn.  The  ladies  made  guilts,  crocheted  and  embroi- 
dery work,  jellies,  jams,  preserves,  cakes,  pies, 
candy,  and  the  like.  People  from  neighboring 
towns  and  members  of  other  churches  came  to 
Baptist  Center  on  Harvest  Day  to  see  what  the 
Baptist  Center  people  had  for  sale  and  to  buy  what 
was  offered.  Records  show  that  during  one  of  these 
Harvest  Day  sales  over  $3,000.00  was  taken  in  by 
the  church. 

A  picnic  lunch  was  held  at  the  church  on  Harvest 
Day  and  many  parents  allowed  their  children  to 
stay  out  of  school  on  this  occasion. 

The  1943  Fire 

The  church  congregation  that  occupied  the  new 
church  built  in  1921  prospered  and  the  church 
building  served  the  congregation  and  the  com- 
munity in  good  times  and  in  bad  times. 

But  on  December  4,  1943,  tragedy  struck.  Baptist 
Center  Church  burned. 

Mrs.  Kyle  Harrison  was  the  first  to  detect  the  fire 
at  the  church  when  she  saw  smoke  coming  from 
the  church  and  went  to  investigate.  When 
Mrs.  Harrison  arrived  at  the  church,  the  fire  had 
just  started  to  blaze  from  a  woodbox  in  the  left 
hand  corner  just  as  one  walked  through  the  front 
door  of  the  church. 

The  church  burned  on  a  Saturday  between  12 
noon  and  1  p.m.  Members  had  met  at  the  church 
earlier  that  morning  to  clean  the  church  and  the 
church  grounds.  Wood  had  been  carried  inside  the 
church  and  placed  in  the  woodbox.  It  is  believed 
that  an  ash  had  mistakenly  been  dropped  into  the 
woodbox,  which  caused  the  fire. 

Many,  however,  believe  the  fire  might  have  started 
in  the  church  attic,  but  reports  from  those  who 
arrived  at  the  fire  just  minutes  after  the  church 
began  to  blaze  indicate  the  fire  burned  from  the 
floor  of  the  church  to  the  attic  and  that  the  wood- 
box  was  completely  burned  before  anything  else  in 
the    church.    Although,    no    one    actually    knows 


where  and  how  the  fire  started,  it  seems  reasonably 
certain  that  the  fire  started  in  the  woodbox  at  the 
front  door  of  the  church. 

When  nearby  residents  arrived  at  the  burning 
church,  efforts  were  made  to  save  as  much  of  the 
church  furnishings  as  possible.  Nothing  could  be 
taken  out  by  the  front  door  since  the  fire  was  the 
worst  in  the  vestibule.  The  church  benches  were 
taken  out  the  back  door  and  some  were  pulled  out 
of  the  church  windows.  But  although,  some  of  the 
church  equipment  was  saved,  the  congregation  of 
Baptist  Center  was  left  without  any  place  to  meet 
for  worship. 

The  Christian  brethren  of  the  Amelia  Church  came 
to  the  rescue  of  Baptist  Center  in  true  Christian 
spirit  and  offered  the  use  of  their  church  building. 
The  use  of  Amelia  Church  was  thankfully  received 
by  the  Baptist  Center  congregation  and  was  used  as 
its  meeting  place  for  worship  for  several  months. 

On  the  afternoon  when  the  church  burned,  a 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  meeting  had  been 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  Baptist  Center. 

It  is  reported  that  not  everyone  learned  of  the 
burning  of  the  church  until  they  arrived  for  this 
meeting.  Communication  in  the  early  forties  was 
somewhat  slow.  When  many  of  the  missionary 
members  came  into  sight  of  the  burned  church  and 
saw   the    smoke    and    ashes  they  began   to  weep. 

The  missionary  meeting  was  held,  however,  that 
Saturday  afternoon  amid  the  smell  of  the  burning 
ashes  and  smoke  —  a  truly  sad  occasion. 

Immediately  after  the  fire  of  1943,  plans  were 
perfected  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  at 
Baptist  Center  and  in  June,  1944  the  corner  stone 
was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremony  by  the  ladies 
of  the  congregation.  Everyone  in  the  congregation 
rallied  behind  their  leaders,  and  friends  of  the 
church  in  other  communities  and  neighboring 
churches  contributed  generously  to  the  building  of 
a  new  church.  This  generosity  and  the  prayers  of 
the  congregation  resulted  in  the  handsome  edifice 
dedicated  in  the  Fall  of  1945,  free  from  any 
indebtedness  whatsoever. 

Members  of  the  church  building  committee  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  church  were  A.  T.  Canady, 
John  C.  Ellis,  Brinton  Harrison,  Kyle  Harrison,  and 
Bill  Powell. 

John  A.  Young  contracted  the  building  of  the 
present  church  following  the  great  fire.  Mr.  Young 
had   built   many   churches   and   buildings   and  had 


been  retired  for  many  years.  But,  knowing  that 
Baptist  Center  Church  had  burned,  he  consented  to 
contract  the  construction  at  half  price. 

Lumber  materials  for  the  construction  were  given 
by  members  of  the  church  and  others  who  owned 
timber.  This  timber  was  cut  by  Percy  Barber  at  one 
half  price. 

This  church  was  built  of  cement  blocks  that  were 
painted  white.  Red  bricks  outlined  the  glazed 
windows.  The  old  pews  from  the  church  that 
burned  were  used  in  the  present  church  until  1949. 
In  that  year,  the  congregation  voted  to  replace 
these  old  pews.  The  new  pews  were  donated  to  the 
church  by  several  families.  Some  of  the  old  pews, 
however,  are  still  used  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms 
at  Baptist  Center  today. 

A  Baptistry  was  built  in  this  new  church.  A  paint- 
ing depicting  the  Jordan  River  was  given  to  the 
church  to  be  placed  behind  this  Baptistry  by  a 
former  pastor  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Teague. 

In  January,  1952,  an  oil  furnace  was  placed  under 
the  sanctuary  and  gas  burners  were  installed  in  the 
Sunday  School  rooms  at  Baptist  Center. 

Hurricane  Hazel  ravaged  the  area  in  October,  1954, 
causing  extensive  damage  to  the  roof  of  the  church. 
Several  large  oak  trees  in  the  church  yard  were  also 
blown  down.  The  yard  was  cleared  and  repairs  of 
the    roof    were    made    several    weeks   afterwards. 

In  February,  1959,  the  church  borrowed  $3,000.00 
from  a  bank,  part  of  which  was  to  be  used  for  the 
construction  of  an  annex  to  the  church  and  part  of 
which  was  to  be  used  to  pay  for  the  church  par- 
sonage. The  annex  was  completed  in  1961.  Walton 
Phillips  superintended  the  laying  of  the  cement 
blocks  for  this  annex.  Coy  Durham  and  Bill  Wood 
superintended  the  laying  of  the  inside  tile  floor. 
J.  L.  Canady  gave  and  installed  the  heating  and  air- 
conditioning  in  this  annex. 

Continuing  Progress 

September  4,  1960  —  A  rotation  system  for  the 
Board  of  Deacons  was  approved.  Three  deacons 
with  the  most  years  of  service  rotated  off  the 
Board  of  Deacons  at  the  end  of  the  church  year  in 
1960  and  three  new  Deacons  were  elected. 

March  26,  1961  -  The  church  borrowed  $6,000.00 
from  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  brick  veneering  the 
church  and  making  other  necessary  repairs.  The 
loan  was  to  be  repaid  within  10  years  plus  interest. 


The  contract  to  brick  veneer  the  church  was  let  to 
Wayne  Pearce. 

April,  1964  —  The  church  was  insulated  at  a  cost 
of  $250.00. 

May  6,  1964  —  A  window  fund  was  established  to 
receive  donations  for  stained  glass  windows  as 
memorials  to  replace  the  glaze  windows  of  the 
church. 

February  28,  1965  —  All  windows  in  the  church 
sanctuary,  one  over  the  front  door  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  at  least  two  in  the  church  class  rooms  had  been 
converted  to  stained  glass. 

March  28,  1965  —  New  pulpit  furniture  was  pur- 
chased for  the  church. 

September  22,  1965  —  A  new  record  system  was 
approved  for  the  church.  The  new  system  provided 
for  the  keeping  of  records  in  triplicate,  one  for  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  one  for  the  pastor, 
and  one   to  be  kept  in  the  church  record  book. 

May,  1966  —  A  fund  to  purchase  heating  and  air- 
conditioning  for  the  church  was  approved. 

December  14,  1966  —  Furnace  heating  and  air- 
conditioning  were  installed  in  the  church.  J.  L. 
Canady  installed  this  heating  and  air-conditioning 
free  of  any  charge  for  his  labor. 

February  28,  1968  —  The  pastor's  salary  was  raised 
to  $90.00  per  week  or  $4,680.00  per  year. 

August  7,  1968  —  All  deacons  over  65  years  of  age 
were  made  Honorary  Deacons. 

November  6,  1968  —  All  inactive  deacons,  no 
matter  what  their  ages,  were  made  Honorary 
Deacons  until  such  time  they  might  become  active 
deacons  again. 

January,  1969  —  The  sanctuary  and  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  repainted  and  remodeled.  This  work 
was  superintended  by  John  C.  Ellis. 

March,  1969  —  Wall-to-wall  carpeting  was  added  to 
the  church  sanctuary  and  two  adjoining  Sunday 
School  rooms.  The  inside  walls  of  the  church  were 
repaired. 

March,  1970  —  A  Youth  Fellowship  was  organized 
for  young  people  of  the  church. 

November,  1970  —  New  light  fixtures  were  placed 
in  the  church  sanctuary  by  several  families  of  the 


church.     New    choir    robes    were    also    obtained. 

May,  1971  —  The  church  was  re-roofed.  Prior  to 
this  two  collapsable  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
installed,  superintended  by  Coy  Durham  and  Bill 
Wood. 

September,  1971  —  The  church  and  fellowship  hall 
were  repainted  on  the  outside. 


Baptist  Center  Church  had  its  Centennial  day 
observances  October  17,  1971.  Copies  of  the  one 
hundred  year  history  was  distributed  to  each 
family.  We  had  a  great  day  of  worship  and  re- 
joicing together.  There  was  a  picnic  immediately 
following  the  morning  worship  service,  a  birthday 
cake  for  the  occasion,  and  the  largest  attendance  in 
the  history  of  the  church. 

Our  Bi-centennial  day  observance  was  July  4, 1976. 
A  history  of  the  area  was  distributed  to  everyone 
entitled  "Johnston  County  in  its  early  years".  The 
title  of  the  sermon  was  "Ultimate  Freedom",  and 
an  old  fashioned  picnic  dinner  was  held  after  the 
morning  worship  service  with  a  bi-centennial  cake. 
We  had  recreation  in  the  afternoon  —  apple  bob- 
bing,  watermelon    eating  and  pie  eating  contest. 

The  pastor  Reverend  Robert  Brooks  was  our  first 
pastor  in  the  beginning  of  the  church's  two  hun- 
dred years  —  our  last  pastor  in  our  nation's  two 
hundred  years,  and  our  first  pastor  in  the  beginning 
of  our  nation's  three  hundred  years.  He  delivered 
the  morning  worship  service  on  our  nation's  two 
hundreth  birthday  celebration,  July  4,  1976 
entitled  "Ultimate  Freedom"  taken  from  Leviticus 
25:10. 


SELMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Origins 

The  organization  of  the  Selma  Baptist  Church  took 
place  on  June  1,  1872,  when  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Association,  which  at  that  time  included  Johnston 
County,  responded  to  the  request  of  ".  .  .some 
brethren  at  Selma  .  .  ."  that  a  church  be  consti- 
tuted here. 

At  a  meeting,  convened  in  Selma  on  that  historic 
date  by  the  Raleigh  Association,  nine  candidates 
came  forward  to  present  letters  granted  to  them  by 
nearby  Baptist  Churches,  expressing  their  desire  to 
establish  a  church  of  their  own.  Acceptance  of  the 
letters  by  the  officiating  group,  with  the  immediate 
adoption  of  a  church  covenant  by  the  nine  fol- 
lowed, and  the  little  band  was  recognized  as  Selma 
Baptist  Church. 

Among  the  officials  who  organized  the  new  church 
were  Dr.  W.  M.  Wingate,  President  of  Wake  Forest 
College;  Elder  William  B.  Harrell,  Associational 
Missionary;  Elders  Amos  Weaver  and  F.  R.  Under- 
wood. J.  C.  Scarborough,  one  of  the  nine  from 
Selma  who  had  requested  the  establishment  of  a 
church  was  selected  to  serve  as  Secretary. 

Of  the  nine  charter  members,  the  minutes  of  the 
Raleigh  Association  (the  only  source  known  to 
have  these  early  records),  mentions  only  four: 
J.  C.  Scarborough,  W.  H.  Avera,  E.  S.  Moore  and 
J.  A.  Underhill.  (Mr.  P.  F.  L.  Underhill,  a  present 
member  of  the  congregation  is  the  grandson  of 
J.  A.  Underhill).  The  other  five  charter  members 
are  presumed  to  have  been  members  of  the  families 
of  the  four  named. 


Selma  Baptist  Church 

Selma,  North  Carolina 

In  1875,  Selma  Baptist  Church,  then  having  a 
membership  of  forty-six,  purchased,  for  $100, 
three  lots  on  East  Watson  Street,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  house  of  worship.  This  location 
placed  the  new  church  in  the  most  populous  area 
of  Selma,  since  the  bulk  of  the  town  was  located 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Southern  Railroad.  (At 
that  time,  the  North  Carolina  Railroad). 

This  early  church  home,  a  wooden  building  said  to 
have  a  seating  capacity  of  400,  served  its  people 
until  well  into  the  twentieth  century,  when  the 
present  building  was  constructed. 


Dr.  Wingate,  who  was  to  serve  as  pastor  for  the 
new  church  for  the  next  two  years,  preached  the 
first  sermon  to  the  little  group  comprising  the  new 
church  and  the  many  friends  who  had  gathered 
with  them  on  June  1,  1872.  According  to  Elder 
Harrell,  writing  for  the  Biblical  Recorder  of  June 
26,  1872,  Dr.  Wingate,  in  this  first  message  to  the 
new  church  ".  .  .discoursed  most  affectingly  and 
feelingly  on  'the  five  loaves  and  two  fishes';  beaiing 
mostly   on   the   words   'Bring  them   to  me'  .   .  .". 

Church  Buildings 

No  records  are  available  to  show  where  services 
were  held  before  a  church  building  was  erected, 
but  it  is  believed  they  were  held  at  the  school, 
operated  by  J.  C.  Scarborough  and  his  wife,  known 
as  The  Selma  Academy. 


When  the  decision  was  made  in  1905  to  acquire 
new  property  for  a  new  building,  it  is  reported  that 
Henry  Hood,  son  of  the  illustrious  Samuel  H. 
Hood,  and  prominent  figure  in  the  church,  cried, 
because  the  church  was  ".  .  .moving  out  of  town, 
into  the  country  .  .  .". 

The  present  building  was  completed  in  the  fall  of 
1908.  Before  moving  to  its  new  location,  the  old 
church  property,  which  by  that  time  included  a 
parsonage,  was  sold  to  A.  V.  Driver,  father  of 
Selma's  present  day  A.  Roy  Driver.  He,  in  turn, 
sold  the  old  building  to  the  Howell  Chapel  Church 
of  Christ,  a  Negro  congregation,  and  it  was  moved 
one  block  south  to  the  corner  of  Sharpe  and 
Preston  Streets,  where  it  now  stands.  It  was  used 
by  this  congregation  until  1970  when  they  moved 
into  their  new  building  nearby. 


Church  records  show  that  the  present  three  floors 
of  Sunday  School  classrooms  back  of  the  sanctuary 
were  built  in  1947  —  1948,  replacing  the  one-story 
classroom  structure  built  in  1908.  The  new  church 
annex  was  constructed  in  1959. 

The  most  recent  building  project  which  the  church 
has  undertaken  was  the  renovation  of  the  sanc- 
tuary in  1965.  This  was  quite  extensive,  and  among 
the  changes  made  was  the  relocation  of  the  bap- 
tistry. Formerly  below  the  pulpit  under  a  remov- 
able platform,  it  is  now  back  of  the  choir  loft. 
Other  improvements  included  remodeling  and 
repainting  the  interior,  installation  of  new  pews, 
altar  furniture  and  wall-to-wall  carpeting. 

Pastors 

Thirty-two  pastors,  not  including  supply  pastors, 
have  served  Selma  Baptist  Church  during  its  first 
hundred  years.  Research  has  revealed  much  inter- 
esting information  about  these  men,  which  has 
been  included  in  A  Baptist  Century,  but  limited 
space  here  allows  for  only  a  brief  mention  of  a  very 
few.  However,  at  the  end  of  "Highlights",  there 
appears  a  complete  list. 

Among  these  men  were  many  eminent  among 
North  Carolina  Baptists,  and  who  themselves,  form 
an    important   part   of  Southern    Baptist   heritage. 

Serving  as  pastor  from  the  time  of  organization 
until  1874  was  Dr.  Washington  Manly  Wingate, 
President  of  Wake  Forest  College,  of  whom  it  was 
written  by  George  W.  Paschal  in  his  History  of 
Wake  Forest  College,  ".  .  .  he  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  Baptist  preacher  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  college  and  denomination  in  the  state. 
Such  is  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  ablest  of 
his  brethren  who  knew  him  and  heard  of  him.  .  .". 

Another  Wake  Forest  notable  succeeded  him  in 
1874,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Brooks,  who 
served  until  1877,  seeing  the  little  flock  in  Selma 
increase  in  size  from  nineteen  to  forty-seven  mem- 
bers. Dr.  Brooks  had  served  from  1869  to  1873  as 
President  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  Wake  Forest  College. 

Selma's  third  pastor,  J.  T.  Albritton  of  Goldsboro, 
though  not  an  ordained  minister,  served  from  1877 
until  1879.  Not  as  eminent  in  the  academic  world 
as  his  two  predecessors,  he  was,  nevertheless,  re- 
ferred to  in  Paschal's  book  as  ".  .  .  one  of  the  most 
useful  ministers  in  the  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
state  .  .  .".  During  his  tenure  at  Selma,  membership 
rose  from  forty -seven  to  sixty. 


The  record  for  longevity  as  pastor  goes  to  James  K. 
Howell,  of  Raleigh,  the  fourth  pastor  who  served 
for  nine  years,  1880-1888.  Mr.  Howell,  who 
became  an  ordained  minister  while  preaching  at 
Selma,   saw   membership  increase  to  seventy-nine. 

Though  this  summary  must  be  short,  it  was  felt 
that  tribute  should  be  paid  here  to  pastor  Beverly 
Lacy  Hoge,  whose  brief  but  outstanding  service  in 
1898  is  remembered  even  today.  Mr.  Hoge  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Annie  Vick,  a  present  day  leader  of 
Selma  Baptist  Church.  Becoming  pastor  at  a  time 
the  church  faced  despair  because  of  deep  financial 
depression  and  declining  membership,  Mr.  Hoge 
inspired  a  revival  of  activity  which  increased  mem- 
bership from  fifty-seven  to  eighty-four,  and  made 
the    congregation    again    proud    of   their   church. 

Worship  Services 

it  is  believed  that  in  the  beginning  the  Selma 
Baptist  Church  held  Sunday  worship  services  twice 
monthly,  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays.  It  is  a 
matter  of  record  that  this  was  done  in  1879.  Few 
other  churches  in  the  state  at  that  time  were  having 
meetings  of  more  that  once  a  month,  according  to 
the   minutes  of  the  Raleigh  Association  of  1879. 

Selma  went  to  three  Sundays  a  month  for  the  years 
1881  to  1883,  and  then  cut  back  to  twice  a  month 
until  1898,  when  hard  times  forced  them  to  have 
meetings  only  once  a  month,  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  Thereafter  twice-monthly  services  were  re- 
sumed until  1926,  when  regular  Sunday  services 
began. 

Selma  and  The  Baptist  Convention 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  the  newly  organ- 
ized Selma  Baptist  Church  was  the  June  19,  1872, 
action  to  petition  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association 
for  membership,  which  was  promptly  granted.  At 
that  time  there  were  thirty-six  member  churches. 
There  is  much  evidence  to  show  that  the  new 
church  at  Selma  was  held  in  high  regard  by  the 
Raleigh  Association,  for  at  the  very  next  session  of 
the  Association  two  men  of  the  Selma  church  were 
appointed  to  important  positions.  J.  C.  Scar- 
borough was  made  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Temperance,  and  W.  H.  Avera  was  named  teller  for 
the  convention. 

In  1874,  before  Selma  Baptists  had  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, the  sixty-ninth  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
Selma,  and  they  were  hosts  again  in  1886,  when 
Selma's  J.  C.  Scarborough  was  moderator. 

In   1903,  at  the  Selma  Baptist  Church,  the  John- 


ston  Baptist  Association  was  organized.  This  action 
followed  an  earlier  Association  session  at  Smith- 
field,  when  the  decision  was  made,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Raleigh  Association,  that  this  be  done 
for  the  reason  that  there  were  so  many  churches 
represented  that  there  was  difficulty  in  assembling 
all  the  delegates.  The  beautiful  stained  glass  win- 
dow on  the  east  side  of  the  present  church  (not 
built  until  four  years  later)  commemorates  that 
great  occasion. 

Other  meetings  of  the  Johnston  Baptist  Associa- 
tion at  Selma  were  held  in  1908,  1927,  1950,  and 
1957. 

Church  Membership 

In  Church  membership,  Selma  Baptist  Church  has 
seen  periods  of  rapid  growth,  sharp  decline,  and 
periods  when  the  total  membership  was  fairly 
stabilized,  at  either  a  high  or  a  low  level.  There  has 
been  growth  from  the  original  figure  of  nine  in 
1872  to  the  high  mark  of  493  in  1961.  The  present 
membership  is  406. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  are,  in  1972,  five 
members  of  the  church  who  were  members  in  1908 
when  the  old  building  was  still  in  use.  They  are 
Mrs.  Ila  Adams,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Blackman,  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Earp,  Mr.  M.  B.  Lane  and  Mr.  E.  W.  O'Neal.  There 
are,  of  course,  a  number  of  present  members  who 
were  children  in  Sunday  School  in  the  old  building. 

Sunday  School 

While  it  cannot  be  established  for  a  fact,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  Sunday  School  was  held,  from  the 
beginning.  In  1875,  the  minutes  of  the  Raleigh 
Association  point  to  the  fact  that  Selma  had  an 
"evergreen"  Sunday  School;  that  is,  one  which  did 
not  die  out  in  the  winter,  as  was  the  case  generally. 
Sunday  School  figures  for  that  year  noted  sixty 
scholars,  six  teachers,  and  average  attendance  of 
thirty-five.  The  highest  Sunday  School  membership 
which  has  been  attained  was  463,  in  1957.  Present 
membership  is  229. 

W.  M.  U.  and  Brotherhood 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in 
the  Selma  Baptist  Church  in  1914,  when  the  Rev. 
C.  E.  Stevens  was  pastor.  Mrs.  Stevens  served  as  the 
first  President. 

Selma  Baptist  Church  organized  its  first  Brother- 
hood chapter  in  1951,  with  Raymond  Peedin  as 
President. 

Missions 

Two  missions  have  been  established  by  Selma  Bap- 


tist Church.  In  1916  a  mission  was  sponsored  in 
the  Lizzie  Mill  section  of  Selma,  which  continued 
actively  until  1926,  when  its  membership  was 
absorbed  by  the  parent  church. 

Faith  Baptist  Mission  was  organized  in  1956,  lo- 
cated on  Ricks  Road  in  Selma.  Its  request  for  inde- 
pendent status  was  granted  in  1965,  and  it  is  now 
known  as  Faith  Baptist  Church. 

Epilogue 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  historical  committee  that 
Selma  Baptist  Church  in  1972  can  take  justifiable 
pride  in  its  hundred  year  heritage,  and  feel  con- 
fident that  the  challenges  of  the  present  and  future 
will  be  met  with  the  same  Christian  determination 
as  were  those  which  faced  the  little  band  of  nine  in 
1872. 

Selma  Baptist  Church 
Pastors-  1872-1972 


W.  M.  Wingate 
W.  T.  Brooks 
J.  T.  Albritton 
J.  K.  Howell 
O.  C.  Horton 
J.  G.  Pulliam 
J.  F.  Tuttle 

B.  Lacy  Hoge 
Duncan  McLeod 
M.  A.  Adams 

C.  W.  Blanchard 
O.  R.  Mangum 
T.  H.  King 

J.  B.  Jackson 
E.  R.  Nelson 
C.  E.  Stevens 
R.  R.  Lanier 

B.  Townsend 
A.  A.  Butler 

C.  H.  Cashwell 
R.  L.  Shirley 
W.J.Crain 

L.  R.  O 'Brian 

D.  M.  Clemmons 
J.  W.  Baker 

H.  B.  Land,  Jr. 
J.  D.  Hillman 
Frank  Zedick 
Guy  C.  Moore 
James  E.  Langford 
Jesse  R.  Mansfield 
D.  Wayne  Martin 

Note:  Dates  shown  are  from 
to  the  Baptist  Convention. 


1872-1873 
1874-1876 
1877-1879 
1880-1888 
1889-1894 

1895 
1896-1897 

1898 
1899-1901 
1902-1903 
1904-1906 
1907-1909 
1910-1911 

1912 

1913 
1914-1917 
1918-1919 
1920-1921 
1922-1923 
1924-1925 
1926-1927 
1928-1934 

1935 
1936-1943 
1944-1946 
1948-1952 
1953-1954 
1955-1959 
1960-1966 
1967-1968 
1969-1970 
1971- 

reports  of  the  church 


CORINTH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Most  churches  can  trace  their  origin  to  certain 
events  or  personalities.  This  Church  has  both  an 
event  and  a  person  which  played  an  important  part 
in  its  founding. 

The  event  centered  around  a  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Foreign  Missions.  It  seemed  that  the  people 
for  quite  a  distance  around  Corinth  were  greatly 
disturbed  over  this  question  and  met  at  Poplar 
Springs  Church  to  discuss  the  question.  The  dis- 
cussion proved  so  interesting  and  the  debate  was  so 
intense  that  it  continued  for  three  days  and  re- 
sulted in  some  division  of  believers.  Some  joined 
together  to  form  Hephzibah  Church  and  Poplar 
Springs  in  Nash  County.  Salem,  whose  members 
did  not  agree  to  support  Foreign  Missions,  formed 
in  Johnston  County. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Pulley,  wife  Emma,  and  brother  James 
Pulley  deeded  one  acre  of  land  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Hocutt 
deacon  of  Corinth  Church  and  his  successors  in 
office  to  build  a  Church.  The  deed  was  recorded  in 
December,  1874.  It  was  the  practice  of  Mr.  W.  E. 
Pulley  to  operate  a  lemonade  stand  across  the  road 
from  the  Church  each  year  at  the  annual  picnic.  It 
was  his  request  to  be  buried  on  the  site  of  his  lem- 
onade stand.  Thus,  one  acre  of  land  was  deeded  to 
the  Trustees  of  Corinth  Church  and  their  succes- 
sors as  a  burying  ground  on  January  7,  1905  by 
Emma  L.  Pulley,  Josiah  Pulley  and  James  E.  Pulley. 

Some  of  the  members  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
location  of  Corinth  Church  so  they  formed  another 
Church  one  mile  south  of  Corinth  Church  on  land 
given  by  Mr.  Kimbrell  Eatmon.  This  Church  was 
named  Zoar  but  lasted  less  than  ten  years. 

The  person  mentioned  as  being  most  closely  con- 
nected with  founding  of  Corinth  Church  was 
Reverend  Henderson  Hocutt,  who  was  a  member 
of  Lees  Chapel,  but  settled  in  this  community  and 
began  to  farm  and  rear  a  family.  This  Preacher  had 
a  limited  education  but  more  than  made  up  for  it 
by  the  spirit  that  burned  within  him.  He  was  a 
good  farmer  and  made  a  living  for  his  seventeen 
children  and  his  wives,  since  he  was  married  twice. 

Reverend  Hocutt  received  no  salary  as  Pastor  of 
the  Church,  but  was  working  for  the  good  of  the 
cause  for  Christ  in  his  community.  Frequently  he 
coidd  be  heard  singing  "Amazing  Grace"  and  other 
hymns  as  he  went  about  his  daily  task.  The  neigh- 
bors knew  the  singer  by  the  volume  as  well  as  the 
quality  of  voice. 


Corinth  Baptist  Church 

Zebulon,  North  Carolina 

Reverend  Hocutt  served  the  Church  as  Pastor  most 
of  his  active  life.  The  only  other  Pastor  serving  the 
Church  while  Reverend  Hocutt  could  preach  was 
Brother  Billie  Nowell. 

The  first  building  was  located  just  south  of  the 
present  building.  It  was  built  about  1874.  The 
neighborhood  helped  construct  this  building  irre- 
spective of  their  religious  belief. 

Brother  W.  E.  Pulley  donated  the  land  being  care- 
ful to  see  that  the  privilege  of  getting  water  at  the 
Spring  was  included. 


A  number  of  land  owners  gave  timber  which  was 
sawed  at  Mr.  Billy  Rhode's  saw  mill  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Atkinson  gave  the  shingles. 

Before  the  building  of  the  Church  religious  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  homes  of  interested  people  in 
the  community,  but  the  most  frequent  place  of 
meeting  was  at   the  home  of  Mr.  Henry  Batten. 

Mr.  Josiah  Pulley  drew  up  the  "Rules  of  Decorum" 
for  the  Church  and  later  acted  as  Church  Clerk.  He 
was  never  a  member  of  the  Church.  In  later  life  he 
joined  the  Mormon  Church. 

Corinth  Church  soon  became  a  member  of  the 
Raleigh  Association  and  retained  membership  there 
until  the  Johnston  Association  was  organized  in 
1903  in  Selma  Baptist  Church. 


Some  of  the  first  members  of  Corinth  were  Mssrs. 

B.  F.  Lowery,  Henry  Hales,  Henry  Batten,  Manley 
O'Neal,  Alsey  Taylor,  Bill  Brown  Hocutt  and  wife 
Jane,  and  Mrs.  Polly  Richardson. 

The  deacons,  chosen  not  long  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church,  were  Mssrs.  B.  F.  Lowery, 
A.  L.  Hocutt,  M.  G.  Williams  and  Jasper  Atkinson. 

One  of  the  Pastors  who  left  a  lasting  imprint  upon 
the  Church  was  Reverend  J.  L.  Cottingham  of 
Anson  County,  who  also  taught  school  at  Emit.  He 
held  a  three  week  revival  in  1889  and  as  a  result 
more  than  forty  converts  were  baptized  in  Little 
River  near  the  Church.  This  revival  was  said  to  have 
done  more  to  build  up  the  Church  in  spirit  and 
number  than  any  other  event  in  the  history  of  the 
Church. 

Another  Pastor  who  served  faithfully  was  Brother 
A.  A.  Pippin,  who  served  as  Pastor  of  the  Church 
from  1898  until  December,  1920.  This  man  by  his 
quiet,  dignified  life  and  his  faithfulness  to  the 
cause  greatly  strengthened  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
people  in  Wake  and  Johnston  Counties. 

When  Brother  Pippin  resigned  the  call  was  extend- 
ed to  Brother  C.  H.  Cashwell  who  served  the 
Church  faithfully  until  July,  1924. 

Brother  W.  D.  Standi  was  called  to  the  Pastorate 
when  Brother  Cashwell  resigned.  The  esteem  in 
which  Brother  Stancil  was  held  would  indicate  the 
success  he  had  in  leading  his  members  to  greater 
achievements. 

Other  Pastors  who  have  served  the  Church  are: 
George  Lloyd,  Rafe  Driver,  Rev.  House,  George 
Cappage,  John  Davis,  J.  K.  Howell,  Rev.  C.  W. 
Teague,  Rev.  A.  D.  Parrish,  Rev.  C.  W.  Driver,  Rev. 

C.  J.  Hedrick,  Rev.  James  A.  Womble  and  Rev. 
J.  W.  Bock. 

Those  serving  as  supply  Pastors  were  Mr.  H.  C. 
Bowers  after  the  death  of  Rev.  Parrish  in  1960  un- 
til Rev.  C.  W.  Driver  was  called  in  December  1961. 
Mr.  Harold  White  has  served  as  supply  Pastor  twice, 
first  in  1965  after  Rev.  Driver  until  Rev.  Hedrick 
was  called  in  April  of  1966  and  again  in  July  1973 
after  Rev.  Womble  until  Rev.  Bock  was  called  in 
January  of  1974. 

Mr.  H.  V.  Andrews  was  elected  Church  treasurer  at 
the  December  conference  in  1919  and  at  once 
began  to  work  in  the  Church  to  interest  the  mem- 
bers in  the  part  Corinth  was  to  play  in  the  "Sev- 
enty-Five Million  Campaign".  The  Church  pledged 
to  do  its  part  in  the  great  work.  At  the  end  of  the 


five-year    period    the   Church   had   given   $494.46. 

The  records  are  not  complete  but  mention  should 
be  made  that  Corinth  has  had  only  two  Church 
clerks  since  1909.  Mr.  H.  V.  Andrews  served  as 
clerk  from  February,  1909  to  January  1917,  at 
which  time  he  resigned.  Brother  Luther  T.  Davis 
was  elected  to  succeed  Brother  Andrews  and  served 
for  twenty-eight  years.  Other  clerks  who  have 
served  are  Charles  Wilder,  Alphonso  Eason,  Kermit 
Boyette,  Alice  Doan,  and  Phyllis  Andrews. 

Construction  on  a  new  Church  building  was 
brought  up  in  conference  held  January  7,  1911. 
Pledges  for  this  building  were  made  in  the  amount 
of  $150.00. 

During  conference  December  14,  1925  a  motion 
was  passed  to  build  two  wings  to  the  Church.  The 
treasurer  reported  $436.37  in  the  building  fund. 
The  first  wing  was  added  in  1925  and  the  other  in 
1926. 

The  now  occupied  Sunday  School  building  was  be- 
gun in  April  1949,  and  was  occupied  in  the  fall  of 
1952  with  Church  services  held  in  the  basement.  It 
consists  of  14  rooms  and  will  accommodate  300 
people.  Many  hours  of  labor  were  donated  by  var- 
ious people  of  the  community  in  the  construction 
of  the  Church,  along  with  different  contractors. 

The  first  service  held  in  the  auditorium  on  May  1, 
1954  was  the  marriage  of  Billy  and  Phyllis 
Andrews.  Chairs  from  the  basement  were  set  up  in 
the  auditorium  along  with  an  improvised  altar. 
Shortly,  thereafter,  chairs  were  once  again  brought 
into  the  auditorium  for  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Aldonia 
O'Neal,  whose  wish  or  dream  was  to  see  the 
Church  completed  before  she  passed  away. 

The  Parsonage  was  built  in  January  1962  on  land 
donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ercel  Powell.  The  mem- 
bers joined  together  with  donations,  labor,  love 
and  fellowship  in  this  building. 

Reverend  C.  W.  Driver  and  family  were  the  first  to 
live  in  the  Parsonage.  Reverend  Driver  was  the  first 
full-time  Pastor  for  Corinth  Church. 

In  1972  the  Parsonage  was  enlarged  with  a  den, 
double  carport  and  utility  room.  Reverend  James 
Womble  was  Pastor  during  this  time.  Our  present 
Pastor,  Reverend  James  W.  Bock,  moved  into  the 
Parsonage  January  15,  1974. 

Church  Library 

During  conference  Saturday,  May   15,  1943,  Mrs. 

Ronald   Hocutt   made   a   talk   stressing  the  advisa- 


bility  of  having  a  Church  library.  Motion  was 
passed  that  the  Church  begin  a  library  and  appoint 
Mrs.  Hocutt  as  librarian.  Many  Books  were  pur- 
chased and  some  donated.  Mrs.  Nicy  Denton  was 
the  next  librarian.  The  library  was  set  up  in  the 
basement  of  the  Educational  Building  after  it  was 
completed.  During  the  business  discussion  of  the 
Donia  O'Neal  Circle  in  January,  f  964,  we  voted  to 
build  upon  the  foundation  of  the  previous  library, 
using  all  available  materials.  In  September,  1964, 
Mr.  Frank  Morris  purchased  materials  and  made  a 
cabinet  for  storing  the  books.  This  was  located  in 
the  right  hand  entrance  of  the  Educational  Build- 
ing. Then  on  February  15,  1967,  the  Church  voted 
to  sponsor  the  library.  The  room  qext  to  the  Pas- 
tor's study  was  made  available.  Furniture  and 
several  hundred  books  were  purchased.  Many  have 
been  dedicated  in  memory  of  deceased  loved  ones. 
The  library  was  dedicated  into  the  Church  as  a 
memorial  to  Mrs.  Donia  O'Neal  on  Sunday  night, 
February  19,  1967.  Open  house  was  held  in  the 
Library  following  the  service.  Mrs.  Mattie  Stephens 
was  head  librarian.  Mrs.  Lucy  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Lee  Richardson  are  the  present  librarians. 

W.  M.  U.  Notes 

The  Johnston  Baptist  Association  was  organized 
during  a  meeting  which  was  held  Friday  night, 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  November  28,  29,  30,  1903. 
A  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  4:00  by  Reverend  C.  W. 
Blanchard. 

Corinth  was  host  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Johnston  W.  M.  U.,  April  17,  1959. 

Mrs.  Christine  Glover  was  the  first  Corinth  W.  M.  U. 
President,  and  she  has  served  a  total  of  twenty -one 
years. 

In  July  of  1966  the  Donia  O'Neal  Circle  voted  to 
have  the  Church  minutes  preserved  which  were 
gathered  from  January  23,  1904,  through  Jan- 
uary 15,  1938.  Other  minutes  have  been  located 
and  will  be  preserved  also.  The  binding  of  this 
book  was  made  possible  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Ray  Hocutt. 

The  W.  M.  U.  sponsored  a  coronation  service  Sun- 
day night,  March  12,  1967.  There  were  fourteen 
girls  recognized. 

Maidens:  Ellen  High  and  Betsy  Mitchell 
Ladies-in-Waiting:    Karen    Denton,  Cathy  Hinton, 
Donna    Home,    Debbie    Johnson,    Kim    Johnson, 
Wynette  Johnson  and  Marty  Jo  Johnson 
Princess:  Gail  Doan 
Queens:  Betty  Lou  Atkinson,  Rose  Garner,  Sandra 


Rae  Johnson,  and  Sandra  Ann  O'Neal 

Crown  Bearers:  Betsy  Fowler,  Sharon  Eason,  Ann 

Johnson,  and  Robin  Congleton 

A  reception  was  held  in  the  basement  following  the 
program.  Pastor  at  this  time  was  Reverend  C.  J. 
Hedrick,  W.  M.  U.  President,  Mrs.  Shirley 
Congleton;  G.  A.  Director,  Mrs.  Mildred  O'Neal; 
Jr.  G.  A.  Counsellors,  Mrs.  June  Hedrick  and  Mrs. 
Rose  Atkinson;  Intermediate  G.  A.  Counsellors, 
Mrs.   Betty  Jo   Carter  and  Mrs.   Phyllis  Andrews. 

Minutes 

During  business  conference  on  March  27,  1904,  a 
collection  was  taken  for  Home  Missions.  Amount 
received  was  $.78,  April  23,  1904  was  $.75, 
June  26,  1904  $.82. 

Collection  taken  May  21,  1904  for  orphanage  — 
Amount  Received  $.67. 

During  conference  July  23,  1904,  a  motion  was 
approved  that  each  member  should  answer  quar- 
terly to  the'  roll  call. 

Collection  taken  August  27,  1904  for  Foreign 
Missions  -  Amount  Received  $1.40  April,  1905 
amount  $.66. 

Collection  taken  for  Pastor  December  24,  1904  — 
Amount  $1.45  March  25,  1905  -  Amount  $3.93. 

June  23,  1906  —  During  conference  the  Church 
appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  members  who 
did  not  attend  Church  regularly. 

March   19,   1932  -  The  Church  roll  to  be  revised 

omitting  those  who  have  not  been  heard  from  in 
two  years  unless  heard  from  this  year. 

September  17,  1932  —  Five  members  were  forgiven 
for  breaking  the  rules  of  the  Church  for  dancing. 
One  brother  excluded  for  drunkeness  and  pro- 
fanity. One  asked  and  received  forgiveness  for 
cursing. 

Motion  carried  to  take  an  offering  for  some  object 
each  preaching  Sunday. 

An  offering  of  $11.00  was  taken  Sunday  morning 
for  Pastor.  An  offering  of  $7.10  was  also  taken  for 
Brother  Jarvis  Ward. 

September  15,  1945  —  Mr.  L.  T.  Davis  tendered  his 
resignation  as  Church  clerk,  making  him  28  years 
as  a  faithful  clerk  to  our  Church.  Brother  W.  L. 
Fowler  was  elected  as  treasurer  for  an  indefinite 
period. 


June  15,  1946  —  Motion  was  made  and  seconded 
that  we  have  a  financial  secretary.  Motion  was 
carried  unanimously.  Mrs.  Ercel  Powell  was  elected 
to  fill  this  position. 

June  17,  1945  —  Voted  to  have  the  first  daily 
Vacation  Bible  School.  This  school  was  to  be  held 
during  the  first  week  in  September. 

April  16,  1949  —  Brother  Howard  Denton  made  a 
report  on  the  Bar-B-Que  Supper  sponsored  by  the 
Church.  Proceeds  $888.80. 

MEMBERS  LICENSED  TO  PREACH 
February  19,  1944  -  Brother  P.  F.  Hardy  was 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Deacons  to  be 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  A  motion  was  made 
and  duly  seconded  and  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Church.  He  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel,  Sunday  August  15,  1944. 

March  20,  1968  —  During  conference  Reverend 
C.  J.  Hedrick  presented  a  request  on  behalf  of  his 
son,  Larry  Hedrick,  to  be  licensed  into  the  minis- 
try. The  motion  was  made  and  carried. 

May,  1972  —  Donald  Lee  Michaels  was  licensed 
into  the  ministry. 

ITEMS  TO  REMEMBER 

—  Purchased  organ  March  19,  1964  for  sum  of 
$3,000. 

—  Parking  lot  was  paved  during  the  year  of  1962. 

—  First  Minister  of  Music  was  hired  October  26, 
1964. 

—  Harvest  Sales  were  held  yearly  from  1936  until 
1963  except  for  1965  when  it  was  necessary  to 
meet  the  Church  Budget. 

—  The   Auditorium   was   air-conditioned   in    1966. 

—  Choir  robes  were  purchased  in  1966. 

CORINTH  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CEMETERY  FUND 

The  Church  voted  on  May  17,  1972  to  open  a 
savings   account   in  the  name  of  "Corinth  Baptist 


Church  Cemetery  Fund"  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Cemetery  Committee.  The  purpose  of 
the  fund  to  work  toward  a  program  of  permanent 
perpetual  care  of  the  Cemetery. 

May  16,  1965  -  Church  voted  to  present  Bibles  to 
graduating  Seniors  who  attend  our  Church. 

July  18,  1963  -  Additional  land  for  the  Cemetery 
was  donated  to  the  Church  by  Mrs.  Julia  W.  Eason. 

Corinth  Baptist  Church  was  incorporated 
August  19,  1968. 

January  1943  —  A  service  in  recognition  of  our 
men  in  Service  was  planned,  also  voted  to  send 
Bibles  and  pictures  of  the  Church  to  them.  This  to 
be  sponsored  by  the  W.  M.  U. 

The  Painting  over  the  Baptistry  was  painted  and 
donated  to  the  Church  by  John  Bradshaw. 


A  supper  was  held  at  the  Church  October  1966  in 
honor  of  all  the  Deacons,  during  which  a  bronze 
plaque  was  presented  to  Mr.  Ed  Hocutt  as  a 
life-time  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons. 
Mr.  F.  L.  Wilder  received  a  gavel  in  recognition  of 
his  10  years  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons. 
Mr.  Ercel  Powell  was  Acting  Chairman  at  that  time. 

Plans  are  under  way  to  install  new  carpet  in  the 
Sanctuary  and  hallways  of  the  Educational  Build- 
ing. 

At  a  special  called  meeting  January  23,  1974,  the 
Youth  of  the  Church  requested  permission  to  pur- 
chase an  activity  bus.  The  Church  voted  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  request  and  to  assist  them. 
They  have  put  on  a  bake  sale  and  sponsored  a 
basketball  game  and  have  well  over  $1,000.  The 
bus  was  purchased  on  May  22,  1974  at  the  approx- 
imate cost  of  $2,300.  It  was  dedicated  for  use  in 
the  Lord's  work  on  Sunday  June  9th,  1974. 


BETHANY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Bethany  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Kenly,  N.  C. 


In  the  year  1878  Worley  Creech,  a  man  who  had 
recently  been  converted  and  united  with  Antioch 
Baptist  Church,  and  who  lived  four  miles  south  of 
that  church  was  called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel. 
He  immediately  felt  the  need  of  a  church  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  so  one  night  he  knelt 
in  the  jamb  of  a  fence  near  his  home  and  prayed  to 
God  to  make  it  possible  that  he  might  build  a 
house  of  worship.  He  went  to  the  woods  on  his 
own  land  with  a  boy  named  Bill  Wall,  who  lived  at 
Mr.  Creech's  home,  and  began  to  saw  logs.  They 
would  saw  off  a  log  and  then  kneel  in  prayer.  The 
house  was  built  on  his  own  land  with  some  help 
from  his  brother,  Bunyan  Creech,  a  member  of 
Lee's  Chapel  Church.  Rev.  Worley  Creech  was 
called  the  first  pastor.  He  served  in  that  capacity, 
a  total  of  33  years,  until  his  death  which  occurred 
in  March  1911.  During  his  pastorate  not  a  single 
vote  was  ever  cast  against  him.  After  his  death 
Rev.  R.  L.  Hocutt  was  called  as  pastor  at  the 
March  meeting  in  1911  and  served  three  years  and 
seven  months. 

The    church    was   organized   April    27,    1879   with 


Rev.  John  Davis  of  Smithfield  acting  as  moderator. 
The  name  Bethany  was  chosen.  Asa  Underwood 
and  Bunyan  Creech  were  appointed  deacons  and 
Gaston  Whitley  clerk.  Invitation  was  given  to  those 
who  had  letters  from  others  churches  to  unite  with 
the  new  church.  Thirteen  charter  members  were 
received.  Invitation  was  given  to  anyone  who 
wanted  to  unite  with  the  church  by  profession. 
Jesse  B.  Creech  came  forward,  gave  his  experience 
and  was  received.  He  later  served  as  deacon  for 
many  years  and  passed  away  in  1942.  The  charter 
members  were  Worley  Creech,  J.  Bunyan  Creech, 
Asa  Underwood,  John  Godwin,  William  Wall, 
Nancy  Underwood,  Elsie  Hatcher,  Gaston  Whitley, 
Valara  Whitley,  N.  G.  Stancil,  Axie  Standi, 
Martha  Creech,  and  Roxa  A.  Godwin,  who  survived 
the  others  and  died  in  1934. 

In  1912  W.  D.  Stancil  was  licensed  to  preach.  He 
was  ordained  in  1913  and  in  1914  was  called 
pastor  to  succeed  Rev.  R.  L.  Hocutt  and  served  16 
years.  Rev.  W.  D.  Stancil  resigned  in  1930. 
Rev.  C.  S.  Creech  was  then  called  and  served  19 
years.    Gaston    Whitley    served   as   clerk   from    the 


organization  of  the  church  until  1891,  serving  12 
years.  Then  Kirkman  Creech  was  elected  and 
served  until  his  death,  in  November  1920.  C.  S. 
Creech  was  elected  in  the  place  of  his  father  and 
served  2  years.  Julian  Creech,  another  son  of 
Kirkman  Creech,  was  elected  and  served  one  year. 
In  1923  A.  J.  Price  was  elected  clerk  and  served 
continuously  since  that  time.  Several  ministers  of 
the  gospel  have  gone  out  from  this  church  during 
its  existence,  namely  Rev.  W.  D.  Stancil  and  his  son, 
Nevel  Stancil,  Carmel  Creech,  son  of  the  first 
pastor,  A.  R.  Creech  and  C.  S.  Creech,  grandsons  of 
the  first  pastor. 

In  September  1949  Rev.  C.  S.  Creech  resigned  as 
pastor,  and  in  November  the  church  called 
Rev.  W.  W.  Turner,  who  is  now  serving  as  pastor. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Brother  Turner  and  his 
good  wife,  both  of  whom  are  cooperating  in  all  the 
work,  the  church  is  making  steady  progress.  In 
March  1945  a  campaign  was  launched  to  raise 
money  to  build  a  new  church.  A  building  com- 
mittee was  appointed  composed  of  Vernon  Stancil, 
Chairman,  William  Wheeler,  O.  B.  Batten,  W.  P. 
Whitley  and  Carl  Brown.  The  work  was  completed 
in  the  fall  of  1949,  costing  about  $12,000.00  with 
a  great  part  of  the  labor  being  donated  by  members 
of  the  church  and  other  people  of  the  community. 


A  part  of  the  timber  was  cut  from  the  church 
ground.  A  nice  cornerstone  was  donated  by  J.  H. 
Watson,  a  tombstone  and  monument  dealer  at 
Kenly.  A  gift  was  also  made  by  the  Junior  Order. 
The  community  as  a  whole  cooperated  splendidly. 
The  brick  veneer  building  embraces  the  original 
structure  with  the  addition  of  seven  Sunday 
School  rooms,  a  vestibule  and  a  balcony. 

The  time  of  worship  has  always  been  the  fourth 
Saturday  and  Sunday  in  each  month,  recently  the 
second  Sunday  evening  service  has  been  added. 
The  first  harvest  day  sale  was  held  in  November 
1940  and  has  been  an  annual  event  since  that  time. 
A  Homecoming  day  was  observed  in  April  1950 
and  will  be  an  annual  event. 

The  church  which  is  situated  eight  miles  north- 
west of  Kenly  has  been  of  untold  good  in  this 
section,  and  has  been  a  light  that  cannot  be  hidden. 
Many  lives  have  been  enriched  by  taking  shelter 
beneath  its  wings  and  many  distressed  ones  have 
come  to  pray  and  gone  away  strengthened  for  the 
tasks  to  which  they  were  called. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jas.  G.  Lane,  Historian 


OLIVER 'S  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
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Oliver's  Grove  Baptist  Church 

R.F.D.,  Benson,  N.  C. 


Oliver's  Grove  was  organized  in  1880  and  is  the 
oldest  Baptist  Church  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Johnston  Association.  The  land  was  given  by 
Mr.  Haywood  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ruffus  Oliver.  It  is 
my  understanding  that  some  of  the  fine  Saints  of 
God  later  left  Oliver's  Grove  and  were  instrumental 
in  organizing  Four  Oak  Baptist,  Benson  Baptist, 
Blackmon's  Grove  Baptist,  and  Burnell  Baptist. 
Mode  of  travel  was  a  big  factor  in  these  churches 
being  built  to  better  serve  God  in  this  part  of  our 
now  great  Association.  We  had,  as  so  many  of  the 
rural  churches  of  that  day  had,  a  one  room  church. 
In  1946  and  1949,  we  added  Sunday  Schoolrooms. 
In  1973,  we  built  a  fellowship  building  that  has 
become  a  real  asset  to  our  church.  We  have  had  to 
use  it  for  Sunday  School  space  due  to  a  recent 
growth  with  our  young  people.  Last  Sunday,  we 
had  134  present  for  the  Sunday  School  hour.  God 


has  blessed  and  we  remain  grateful  people. 

Yours  In  Christ, 


J.  W.  Suttle 
G.  A.  Bain 
Gorge  Johnson 
Debro  Stancil 
J.  N.  Stancil 
E.  C.  Keller 
Rev.  Whipple 
Joe  Puckett 
Troy  Jones 
J.  C.  Wood 


PASTORS 


Billie  R.  Pittman 


N.  M.  Gibbson 

Rev.  Hoyle 

R.  M.  Von  Miller 

Rev.  Keller 

Elbert  Gowdin 

J.  R.  McDaniel 

Rev.  Freeman 

C.  S.  Creech 

A.  D.  Stephenson 

Billie  Pittman 


TRINITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  origin  of  this  church  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
desire  of  a  group  of  Baptist  for  a  service  which 
would  satisfy  their  ideas  of  worship.  These  services 
were  first  held  in  the  old  Meadow  Township  Court 
House  which  stood  under  a  large  red  oak  tree  near 
the  present  location  of  the  church.  Later  a  half 
acre  of  land  was  given  by  James  F.  Peacock,  and  a 
one  room  building  was  erected  in  1  880. 

The  date  of  organization  of  the  church  was 
September  5,  1880.  This  was  done  by  authority  of 
the  South  River  Association.  The  minutes  of  that 
meeting  state  that  the  executive  board  of  that 
association  appointed  Elder  William  Bland, 
Rev.  J.  H.  Duncan,  and  Rev.  S.  C.  Page  to  organize 
the  church.  Elder  Bland  was  elected  moderator  and 
Whitney  Royal  clerk.  The  scripture  read  was 
Matthew  16:  verses  13  and  21.  Those  present  were 
given  an  opportunity  to  join  the  church.  Harry 
Johnson  from  Bethesda,  Mary  A.  Johnson,  L.  L. 
Lee,  and  Aley  Johnson  were  received  as  the  first 
members  of  the  church.  Rev.  J.  H.  Duncan  was 
called  to  be  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  and  Bro. 
Johnson  and  Bro.  Lee  were  the  first  deacons 
elected.  Mr.  Hairy  Johnson  was  elected  first  clerk 
of  the  church.  The  membership  of  the  church  grew 
during  the  first  years  from  4  to  20  members.  It  was 
1884  that  the  first  delegates  attended  the  union 
meeting  held  at  Long  Branch  Church.  The  minute 
fund  sent  by  the  church  amounted  to  fifty  cents 
and  it  was  indicated  that  the  pastor's  salary  was 
$16.00.  This  church  remained  a  member  of  the 
South  Fork  (River)  Association  until  1903  when 
the  membership  voted  to  join  in  the  formation  of 
the  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association. 

It  has  been  mentioned  before  that  Rev.  J.  H. 
Duncan  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  the  length  of  his  services  as 
pastor.  Rev.  Wiley  M.  Page  served  the  church  as 
pastor  for  a  number  of  years  (1885—1891)  and 
made  a  large  contribution  to  the  early  life  of  the 
church.  Other  early  pastors  were:  S.  C.  Page  and 
Reddin  Honeycutt.  One  of  the  longer  pastorates 
was  that  of  Rev.  N.  H.  Gibbs  who  died  in  March, 
1915  while  still  pastor.  The  next  pastor  was  C.  L. 
Stevens  who  was  then  a  ministerial  student  at 
Wake  Forest.  This  minister  was  instrumental  in 
leading  the  people  in  a  desire  for  a  more  suitable 
church  building  and  subscriptions  were  taken 
either  in  money,  materials,  or  pledge  to  contribute 
work.  Mr.  Steven  resigned  at  the  end  of  1915,  and 
Rev.  R.  L.  Smith  was  called  to  be  pastor  but  the 
church  building  was  not  completed  during  his 
pastorate    since   Mr.  C.   L.   Stevens  was  called   as 
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Trinity  Baptist  Church 

Route  2,  Benson,  N.  C. 

pastor  the  next  year  and  held  the  first  service  in 
the  new  church  on  the  third  Sunday  in  March, 
1916.  The  one  room  building  was  used  for  all 
purposes  until  O.  H.  Barefoot  built  the  log  cabin 
Sunday  School  rooms  in  1937  as  a  memorial  to  his 
daughter  "Mebin". 

The  building  of  a  parsonage  was  started  during  the 
pastorate  of  Bro.  L.  F.  Sodeman.  The  definite 
plans  being  made  in  November,  1941,  the  building 
being  nearly  enough  completed  to  be  occupied  by 
the  pastor,  W.  A.  Weston  (July  1941—1944)  and 
his  family  in  1941. 

There  have  been  two  clerks  who  made  outstanding 
records  for  length  of  service.  Bro.  D.  J.  Wood 
served  as  clerk  from  1887  until  he  resigned  in  1900. 
Bro.  J.  S.  Lawhorn  died  in  office  as  clerk  after 
having  served  for  24  years. 

One  of  the  events  that  stand  out  in  the  Sunday 
School  work  was  in  1929  when  Miss  Alma  Dark 
came  to  the  church  to  do  some  special  Sunday 
School  work.  A  religious  census  was  taken  and  400 
members  and  possibilities  were  found  within  a 
radius  of  two  miles  of  the  church.  Much  of  the 
growth  in  the  Sunday  School  dates  back  to  this 
work  and  was  certainly  partly  to  be  credited  with 
the  attainment  of  reaching  the  goal  of  being  a 
standard  Sunday  School  in  1930. 


There  has  been  much  progress  from  the  early  days 
when  the  minute  fund  was  50  cents,  pastor's 
salary  $16.00  and  the  membership  had  reached  a 
grand  total  of  20  members.  The  1945  letter  to  the 
Association  shows  a  total  of  $1,406.31  contributed 
for  all  purposes.  Total  Sunday  School  enrollment  is 
now  112.  Bro.  H.  O.  Barefoot  is  the  present 
Superintendent.  There  is  a  well-organized  W.M.U. 
with  Mrs.  Gartha  Dudley  as  President.  Fifteen 
additions    to    church    this   year   —    75%   of   total 


membership  at  close  of  first  church  year.  Present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Dan  Austin  who  was  called  to  do  full- 
time  work. 

This  church  can  really  say,  "I  will  remember  the 
pit  from  which  it  was  dug;  the  quarry  from  which 
I  was  raised,  and  the  rock  from  which  I  was  hewn. 
It  is  the  Lord's  doings,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  my 
sight."  James  G.  Lane, 1945 

Wayland  Jones,  1955 


SARDIS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  name  of  this  church  appears  to  have  been 
selected  from  the  names  of  one  of  the  seven 
churches  in  Asia  mentioned  in  Revelations,  the 
third  chapter  and  the  first  verse.  Brother  W.  C. 
Nowell,  first  pastor  of  the  church,  seems  to  have 
been  the  one  who  gave  the  name  to  the  church. 

For  several  years  prior  to  1883  there  had  been  a 
group  of  Baptists  and  Methodists  who  met  for 
public  worship  in  the  old  Sanders  School  building. 
This  building  was  owned  by  Mr.  Claud  Sanders 
who  was  greatly  interested  in  church  work.  It  was 
located  across  the  road  from  what  is  now  Sanders 
Chapel  Methodist  Church.  It  seems  that  this  school 
building  was  used  jointly  by  Brother  D.  C.  Poole, 
a  methodist  minister,  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Nowell,  a 
Baptist  minister. 

These  two  ministers  held  a  joint  revival  meeting 
and  were  led  at  this  time  to  believe  that  the  time 
was  ripe  for  the  organization  of  a  Methodist  and 
Baptist  church.  Each  member  of  the  group  who 
had  been  attending  services  in  the  Sanders  school 
were  given  the  opportunity  of  making  their  own 
choice  as  to  which  denomination  they  would  join. 
Those  who  wanted  to  become  Methodists  were  to 
make  known  their  decision  to  Rev.  D.  C.  Poole. 
Likewise,  those  desiring  membership  in  the  Baptist 
church  would  see  Rev.  W.  C.  Nowell.  This  revival 
was  held  during  the  year  of  1886.  It  appears  that 
the  success  of  this  revival  may  have  been  partly  due 
to  the  earthquake  which  took  place  one  night  dur- 
ing the  revival,  for  after  the  "shake"  that  night, 
there  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  interest  in 
religious  matters,  especially  among  those  who  were 
sitting  around  on  the  outside  of  the  church  during 
the  services. 

As  a  result  of  this  arrangement,  fifteen  Baptists 
were  received  into  the  Baptist  Church  at  Smithfield 
until  the  contemplated  church  could  be  organized. 
No  record  is  available  which  gives  the  names  of 
these  members  and  only  the  following  ones  could 
be  remembered:  Mr.  N.  B.  Stevens,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Peterson,  Catherine  Peterson,  Amelia  Peterson, 
Hezekiah  Peterson,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Powell  and  Mr.  Clem 
Richardson.  From  this  group  was  selected  two  of 
the  first  deacons  to  be  elected  by  the  church, 
N.  B.  Stevens  and  Luther  Peterson.  Mr.  Stevens  has 
served  almost  continuously  as  a  deacon  since  that 
time. 

It  was  during  the  year  1887,  that  Mr.  Iredell 
Godwin,  a  very  strong  Methodist,  donated  an  acre 
of  land  on  the  side  of  Bear  Branch  near  the  present 
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site  of  Sanders  Chapel  Methodist  Church,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  house  of  worship  for  Sardis 
Baptist  Church.  It  is  written  into  the  deed  that  if 
this  land  should  cease  to  be  used  by  the  church  for 
a  place  of  worship  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  that 
this  land  would  revert  to  the  original  owner.  But 
privilege  was  to  be  given  to  remove  all  improve- 
ments from  this  lot. 

The  Sardis  church  certainly  owes  a  great  deal  to 
the  determined  work  of  a  member  of  its  members 
for  their  efforts  in  establishing  this  church,  but 
especial  gratitude  should  be  felt  for  Brother  W.  C. 
Nowell  who  worked  hard  and  at  all  times  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Baptist  cause  in  this  locality. 
Brother  William  Smith  was  the  man  who  had  super- 
vision of  the  construction  of  the  church,  but  he 
also  played  a  great  part  in  the  collection  of  mate- 
rials and  money  for  the  building.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  faith. 

The  original  site  and  building  was  used  for  about 
thirty  years.  Because  of  its  nearness  to  the  creek 
and  also  to  the  Methodist  church;  and  also  because 
the  church  had  grown  too  small  for  the  congre- 
gation, it  was  decided  to  move  it  to  a  new  location. 
The  two  acre  plot  of  land  was  donated  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Russell  Holt  of  New  Mexico.  This  land  was 
given  in  the  summer  of  1913,  but  it  was  not  until 
May  1914  when  the  first  service  was  held  at  the 
new  location.  The  pews  from  the  old  church  were 
put  into  the  new  one,  but  were  not  enough  to  fill 
it.  Later  Mrs.  Kittie  Peterson  Sanders  remembered 


the  church  in  her  will  by  a  gift  of  two  hundred 
dollars.  This  money  was  used  to  finish  purchasing 
pews    for    the    church    and    also    for    painting    it. 

The  final  addition  of  Sunday  School  rooms  to  the 
church  was  done  during  the  winter  of  1940—41. 
This  work  required  the  support  of  the  entire  mem- 
bership and  it  was  only  by  united  effort  that  this 
could  be  done. 

There  were  a  number  of  pastors  who  have  wrought 
faithfully  and  well  here,  but  none  who  have  left  a 
greater  imprint  than  Brother  W.  C.  Nowell.  Others 
who  have  served  this  church  as  pastor  are  Bros. 
Jones,  Porter,  Posten,  James  Rose,  J.  W.  Suttle, 
McLeod,  J.  D.  Bowen,  W.  G.  Hall,  B.  G.  Early, 
W.  C.  Royal,  R.  W.  Harrell,  Thomas  Hood,  W.  G. 
Wall,  C.  E.  Stevens,  J.  E.  Lanier,  B.  Townsend 
Butler,  D.  B.  Stancil,  A.  L.  Brown,  W.  O.  Andrews, 
M.  E.  Reynolds,  and  C.  A.  Upchurch. 

The  Sunday  school  of  this  church  has  been  func- 
tioning since  the  organization  of  the  church.  The 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  is  Mr.  N.  S. 
Stevens.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  in  1925  by  Mrs.  D.  B.  Oliver.  The  Presi- 
dent for  this  year  is  Mrs.  W.  H.  Wheless. 
A.  B.  Y.  P.  U.  was  organized  in  1930  by  the  pastor 
at  that  time  who  was  Rev.  W.  O.  Andrews.  This 
organization  is  dormant  at  the  present  time.  The 
present  pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  A.  C.  McCall 
who  is  also  pastor  of  other  churches  in  the 
Johnston  Association. 

The  present  list  of  deacons  are  Bros.  N.  B.  Stevens, 
deacon  emeritus,  F.  F.  Langley,  Floyd  Tyner,  John 
E.  Creech,  J.  V.  Overby,  O.  O.  Newsome,  and 
Clifton  Daughtry. 

The  church  clerk  is  Miss  Katherine  Wheless  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  church  is  Mr.  J.  E.  Creech. 

The  ox  cart  of  the  days  of  the  founding  of  this 
church  during  the  earthquake  has  given  place  to 
the  automobile  as  a  means  of  transportation  to 
church  services.  The  small  one-room  building  with 
little  means  of  heat  or  light  has  been  replaced  by 


this  building  with  ample  Sunday  school  rooms 
lighted  by  electricity,  and  using  modern  literature 
and  methods  reminds  us  that  truly  much  progress 
has  been  made  and  even  though  World  War  Num- 
ber Two  is  being  fought,  Sardis  Church  is  still 
engaged  in  writing  history. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
James  G.  Lane 

The  year  1943  Rev.  A.  C.  McCall  was  pastor  of 
church,  during  his  pastorate  Sardis  was  host  to 
the  Johnston  Baptist  Association.  At  that  time 
both  days  met  at  same  church.  The  Rev.  John 
Wesley  Davis  followed  McCall,  worked  well  with 
young  people,  seeing  need  for  adding  to  our 
building.  Vestibule  was  added  in  year  1949. 
Changes  beginning  to  take  place.  Spiritually  as 
well  as  materially.  Church  growing  and  still  going 
forward.  In  1950  Rev.  Horace  Ricks  a  young 
dedicated  man  from  Bob  Jones  University  came  to 
Sardis  and  served  until  1954.  Glen  Holt  also  a 
young  man,  student  at  Wake  Forest  College,  be- 
came pastor.  Church  still  moving  ahead.  The 
Church  installed  new  pews,  renovating  interior  of 
building.  Rev.  Lynn  Barry  served  one  year  1960— 
1961.  Church  without  pastor  —  We  called  Rev. 
A.  L.  Brown  as  Interim  Pastor.  While  with  us  from 
1961  —  1973  more  growth  spiritually  and  money 
more  available,  many  more  improvements  being 
made.  Upstairs  classrooms,  bathrooms,  outside 
brick  veneered.  Yards  improved  —  stained  memorial 
windows,  new  steeple.  Central  heat  and  air  —  new 
carpet  and  lights  overhead  —  1973  Rev.  Brown 
resigned,  church  called  Rev.  Dexter  Tolbert  during 
his  stay,  church  still  growing  numbers  and  spiritual- 
ly.- Seeing  need  for  more  room  church  was  able  to 
add  Fellowship  Hall,  kitchen,  Pastor's  Study,  three 
additional  classrooms. 

Lunceford  Creech  gave  church  land  for  additional 
parking,  shrubbery  planted,  cement  walks  poured. 
1974  —  Church  called  Rev.  Odis  Darnell  now  a 
student  at  Wake  Forest  Seminary  —  still  serving  our 
church  well  —  Our  prayers  are  that  Sardis  Baptist 
Church  will  continue  to  grow  in  unselfish  support 
for  the  advancement  of  Christian  religion  and 
mankind. 


WILSON'S  MILLS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  church  was  organized  in  1884  by  a  small  group 
of  God-fearing  people.  The  first  members  were: 
Gaston  Bridges  and  wife  Edith,  Mrs.  Jennie  Talton, 
D.  S.  Stevens  and  wife  Mary,  Mrs.  Fannie  Davis, 
Charlie  Barbour  and  wife  Nannie,  Mr.  M.  E.  Wall, 
Munroe  Jones  and  wife  Jennie,  and  J.  T.  Holt. 

Services  were  first  held  in  a  one-room  school  build- 
ing about  one  mile  from  Wilson's  Mills  on  the 
Smithfield  Road.  J.  W.  Rose  served  as  the  church's 
first  pastor.  The  church  continued  to  grow,  espe- 
cially during  the  summer  revivals.  During  the 
summer  of  1886,  Rev.  Cottingham  held  an  out- 
standing revival  at  which  time  there  were  26 
additions  to  the  church. 


During  the  year  1896,  the  old  school  building  was 
sold  and  it  became  necessary  to  build  a  new  church 
building.  Through  the  sacrifice  and  labor  of  early 
members,  logs  were  cut  and  lumber  sawed  from 
which  the  one-room  building  was  constructed. 
Mr.  Burkett  Jones  gave  the  land  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Holt 
made  the  benches.  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
added  several  years  later. 

In  1892,  the  church  was  received  into  the  Raleigh 
Baptist  Association  and  remained  a  member  until 
the  Johnston  Association  was  organized  in  1903. 
Special  mention  should  be  made  concerning  the 
faithful  and  active  work  of  Brother  J.  T.  Holt  who 
gave  his  strength,  his  time,  his  talent,  and  his 
money  during  the  early,  struggling  years  of  the 
church. 

The  church's  faith  in,  and  support  of,  Wake  Forest 
College  has  been  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at  least 
27  of  the  pastors  here  have  been  Wake  Forest 
students.  Many  of  these  student  pastors  have  gone 
on  to  achieve  distinction  among  the  ranks  of  North 
Carolina  and  Southern  Baptists.  Dr.  L.  L.  Carpenter, 
one  of  these  students,  later  became  editor  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder.  Dr.  Charles  Stevens,  a  son  of  a 
charter  member  became  pastor  of  the  Salem 
Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem.  He  was  active  in 
teaching  at  Piedmont  Bible  School  and  conducted 
a  Radio  Broadcast  for  many  years.  Dr.  Herman 
Stevens,  also  a  son  of  a  charter  member,  served  as 
pastor  of  Orcutt  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  New- 
port News,  Virginia. 

One  of  the  outstanding  pastors  was  Ted  Dougherty, 
who  became  pastor  in  1937.  His  youth  and  sin- 
cerity drew  many  young  people  to  Christ  and 
revived  the  spiritual  lives  of  many  older  members. 
During   his   ministry   the   members   began   to  have 
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visions  of  a  new  church  building.  Ted  Dougherty 
became  the  first  Associational  Missionary  of  the 
Johnston  Baptist  Association. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  G.  McLeod  Bryan,  the 
new  building  was  begun  and  first  services  were  held 
on  February  8,  1942.  Since  the  present  building 
has  been  in  use,  there  have  been  many  pastors  and 
members  who  should  be  mentioned  for  their 
outstanding  service  to  the  church  and  to  North 
Carolina  Baptists. 

No  history  would  be  complete  without  mentioning 
members  like  Mrs.  Lula  Turnage,  who  will  be  91 
years  old  October  28,  the  oldest  living  member, 
whose  faith  in  Christ  and  wisdom  of  years  are  a 
blessing  to  all  who  know  her;  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Oliver, 
who  is  Johnston  W.  M.  U.  Treasurer,  Pine  Level, 
N.  C;  Mr.  Howard  Mitchiner,  who  was  a  constant 
source  of  strength  and  leadership  and  gave  many 
hours  to  the  building  of  the  present  building; 
Mrs.  Neppie  Mitchiner,  whose  faithfulness  is  still 
spoken  of  lovingly;  Mrs.  Dale  Mitchiner,  who 
served  as  Johnston  Associational  Missionary; 
W.  R.  Waggoner,  a  former  pastor  and  now  General 
Superintendent  of  Baptist  Childrens  Homes  of 
North  Carolina;  Dr.  Lowell  Sodeman,  a  former 
pastor  who  is  now  at  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston- 
Salem;  Dr.  Sherill  Stevens,  who  is  now  a  pastor  in 
Durham,  N.  C;  Rev.  M.  M.  Johnson,  a  former 
pastor,  now  pastor  in  Clinton,  N.  C;  Rev.  Hugh  C. 
Upchurch,  who  served  as  pastor  for  many  years 
and  built  the  present  parsonage;  Rev.  C.  W.  Teague, 


who  helped  put  the  church  on  a  sound  financial 
plan,  and  who  is  now  pastor  in  Morgan  ton,  N.  C; 
Rev.  A.  Douglas  Stephenson,  who  was  ordained  in 
1951  and  now  is  pastoring  Bculah  Church  in  the 
Johnston  Association;  the  late  Rev.  J.  C.  Moore, 
who  was  baptized,  licensed  and  ordained  (Jan.  12, 
1958)  in  this  church;  Rev.  Lowell  Shaw,  a  former 
pastor,  now  in  Florida;  Rev.  W.  E.  Claffey,  a 
former  pastor  presently  pastor  at  Hepzibah  Baptist 
Church;  Mrs.  Lula  Uzzle,  who  was  active  in  music 
and  is  now  in  Waynesville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Bertha  J. 
Parrish,  who  gave  the  chimes  to  the  church;  and 
many  others  who  have  helped  along  the  way.  In 
addition  to  those  just  mentioned,  there  are  min- 
isters in  the  families  of  Henry  and  Mary  Price  and 
George  and  Ola  Beaty. 

The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Floid  B.  Schneider,  a 
native  of  Michigan  and  a  1965  graduate  of  South- 
eastern Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
N.  C.  He  and  his  wife,  Wilmoth,  and  daughters, 
Carol,  Doris,  and  Joan  live  in  the  Baptist  Mission  on 
the  Wilson's  Mills  —  Smith  field  road.  Carol  is  a 
student  at  W.  W.  Holding  Technical  Institute  in 
Raleigh,  N.  C;  Doris  and  Joan  attend  Wilson's 
Mills  School.  Their  son,  Glenn,  is  a  junior  at  the 
South     Florida     University     at     Tampa,     Florida. 


Pastors  Since  1944 
Rev.  Hugh  C.  Upchurch 
Rev.  C.  W.  Teague 
Rev.  Hugh  C.  Upchurch 
Rev.  Lowell  W.  Shaw 
Rev.  W.  E.  Claffey 
Rev.  Floid  B.  Schneider 
Rev.  Jimmy  O'Tuell 
Rev.  C.  S.  Hendon 
Rev.  Joe  C.  Deaton 


'45, '46, '47, '48 
Deceased  two  terms 
'49,  '50 
None  in  1951 
'52, '53, '54, '55, '56 
Deceased 
'57, '58, '59 
Gainsville,  Fla.  —  Pastor 
'60, '61,  '62, '63, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  —  Pastor 
'64, '65, '66 
Wahasso,  Fla.  —  Pastor 
'67, '68, '69 
Kinston,  N.  C.  —  Pastor 
'70,  '71, '72,  '73 
Maryland,  Va.  —  Pastor 
'74, '75, '76 
Presently  here 


1976 
Church  Property 

Church  Bldg.  -  $77,000.00 
Parsonage  -  $30,000.00 

Building  Fund 

$2,500.00 

Land  Acreage  —  1% 

W.M.S.  President 
Mrs.  Zelda  Wood 

Trustees 
L.  A.  Johnson 
Willis  Creech 
Melvin  Garner 

Every  Sunday  Worship 
Mid-Week  Prayer  Meeting 

S.  S.  Superintendent 
Charlie  W.  Wood 

Music 

Mrs.  Melba  Creech  —  organist  and  piano 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Ives  —  organist  and  piano 

Mrs.  Pat  Deaton  —  youth 

Steve  Horton  —  organist 

Deacons 
Jess  Beam,  Ch. 
L.  A.  Johnson 
Alford  Hicks 
C.  C.  Wood 
Willis  Creech 
Melvin  Garner 
Braxton  Wood 


By 

Vara  Garner,  Clerk 
Almetrice  Wood  Horton,  Asst.  Clerk 


BEULAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  history  of  Beulah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
shows  much  growth  in  recent  years.  The  following 
church  history  lists  part  of  the  few  members  that 
have  worked  diligently  together  for  this  beautiful 
place.  From  a  humble  beginning  God  has  built 
Himself  a  work  that  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and 
is  a  strong  working  church  today.  We  give  thanks 
to  the  Almighty  God  for  the  blessings  that  He  has 
given  us  and  made  us  humble  and  submissive  to  His 
word. 

As  best  as  can  be  gathered,  we  are  witnessing  our 
89th  birthday  from  the  beginning  that  started  un- 
der the  big  oak  tree  about  1885.  Vida  M.  Wood 
recently  read  and  wrote  the  history  of  those  early 
days  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  of  the  years  that 
followed. 

Permission  for  use  of  the  tree  near  the  pond  of 
John  W.  McLamb  was  given  by  Walter  Hudson  and 
Beulah  Missionary  Baptist  Church  originated  at 
this  spot. 

Honeycutt  Was  Pastor 

The  Rev.  Reddin  Honeycutt  gave  his  time  and 
money  and  served  as  pastor  for  a  period  of  30  or 
35  years.  Mrs.  Phoeby  McLamb,  my  mother,  was 
the  first  member  of  Beulah  Baptist  Church.  She 
invited  the  Honeycutts  to  visit  in  her  home.  This 
invitation  was  presented  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Honeycutt 
by  attending  the  South  River  Association,  after 
which,  the  Honeycutt's  visit  in  her  home.  Here 
they  dined  and  spent  every  fourth  Saturday  night 
and  Sunday.  The  horse  and  buggy  was  their  only 
way  of  transportation.  The  distance  each  trip  was 
about  23  miles,  all  the  way  from  Salemburg.  On 
each  fourth  Saturday  and  Sunday  morning  ser- 
vices were  held. 

Many  Persons  Converted 

The  tree-preaching  lasted  a  period  of  three  to  five 
years.  Most  of  these  persons  were  converted  under 
this  tree:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  McLamb,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Handy  McLamb,  donors  of  church  and  ground, 
Mrs.  Ockie  Parker,  Mrs.  Sarah  Barefoot,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  V.  Parker,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Barefoot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B. 
Young,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew  Raynor,  Mrs.  Winnie 
Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Hayes,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Weaver,  Mrs.  Sinnie  Lee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Jones  and  Mrs.  Ester  Tart,  Mrs.  Sarah  Barefoot, 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Beasley,  Mrs.  Laura  A.  McLamb, 
Mrs.  Laura  Young,  Mrs.  Sarah  Surcey,Mrs.  Maggie 
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Jernigan,  Mrs.  Nizie  Young,  Mr.  M.  T.  Barefoot, 
Mrs.  Armatha  McLamb,  Mrs.  Mahala  Raynor, 
Mrs.  Jane  Barefoot,  Mrs.  Anna  McLamb,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Barefoot,  Mrs.  Sissie  Barefoot,  Mrs.  Anna 
McLamb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldridge  Parker,  Mrs. 
Florence  Webb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Lee,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jeffro  Lee,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Jane  McLamb 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Raynor,  the  old  song 
leaders  and  others. 


First  Part  Built  Free 

John  W.  and  Handy  McLamb  built  the  first  part  of 
Beulah  Baptist  Church  free.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Honey- 
cutt, the  pastor,  gave  his  time  and  money  for  this 
cause.  He  never  charged  for  his  services  and  gave  as 
much  as  anyone.  At  this  time  the  church  grew  to  a 
large  number. 

In  December  1923,  Beulah  Church  was  transferred 
from  the  South  River  Association  to  the  Johnston 
County  Baptist  Association. 

In  1923—24  Johnston  County  was  given  permis- 
sion to  use  this  building  for  public  school  taught 
by  Wiley  Eldridge. 

Those  serving  as  pastors  were  the  Rev.  Reddin 
Honeycutt,  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Flemming,  the  Rev. 
G.  A.  Bain,  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Peterson,  the  Rev. 
Ammie  Naylor,  the  Rev.  L.  Carnell,  the  Rev.  C.  C. 
Keller,  the  Rev.  Douglas  Stephenson,  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Pritchard,  the  Rev.  Howard  Wisemen,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barnhill,  and  the  Rev.  Frank  Turner.  Other 
visiting  pastors  served  during  this  period. 


Officers  Listed 

The  superintendent  and  officers  of  the  church: 
clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  School,  J.  E. 
McLamb,  two  years;  John  B.  Young,  1895  to 
1918,  clerk.  Then  he  became  treasurer  and  later  a 
deacon.  G.  G.  Barefoot  1919-1929,  treasurer  and 
deacon.  Deacons  serving  at  that  time  were  Handy 
McLamb,  L.  H.  Moore  and  A.  V.  Parker.  In  1930, 
Carlyle  Barefoot  and  Mitchel  Barefoot  succeeded 
L.  H.  Moore  and  A.  V.  Parker.  Ben  Slaughter 
served  as  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  choir 
leader  for  five  years;  Mrs.  Hattie  Peacock,  five 
years;  Claudia  Barefoot,  four  or  five  years;  Mrs. 
Vida  M.  Wood,  ten  years.  During  that  time  J.  M. 
Wood  served  as  Sunday  School  treasurer  and  G.  G. 
Barefoot  served  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
church.  Malah  McLamb  served  as  superintendent 
for  25  years. 

Around  1937,  the  church  sank  to  a  low  ebb.  It  had 
no  pastor  and  the  building  was  leaking  and  decay- 
ing. It  looked  as  if  those  faithful  and  sincere  people 
who  had  been  interested  in  this  God-given  spot  had 
wasted  their  time  and  effort. 

Renovation  Completed 

Matthew  Raynor  and  Mrs.  Vida  M.  Wood  worked 
and  pleaded  night  and  day,  diligently  begging 
donations  to  cover  and  paint  the  church.  This  pro- 
ject was  completed  by  the  cooperation  of  a  few 
members  and  many  friends. 

The  wall  in  front  of  the  cemetery  was  completed 
through  pledges  and  gifts. 

The  picture  of  our  church  shows  growth  and  a  lot 
of  trust  and  unification  put  forth  in  the  hearts  of 


our  good  people.  Many  things  happened  during  the 
year  1960—61.  Two  of  our  loyal  church  members 
were  ordained  to  preach.  The  Rev.  Leon  Tart  and 
the  Rev.  James  David  Tart.  The  Rev.  James  David 
is  serving  as  the  pastor  of  Bculah  Baptist  Church 
today. 

In  1962  the  new  frame  building  overshadowed  the 
small  square  with  the  upstairs  giving  a  supreme 
look  to  outsiders.  The  building  of  the  large  class- 
rooms and  the  tall  steeple  instilled  in  us  a  greater 
feeling  and  spiritual  nature  in  worshipping  together 
and  studying  God's  word.  The  homecoming  day 
was  set  78  years  ago  and  we  continue  to  keep  this 
day  up  in  remembrance  of  our  dear  Lord. 

Hall  Is  Added 

The  Professional  Hall  was  built  about  1965  for  use 
by  any  church  conference  or  group  to  use  with  an 
active  member  in  charge. 

Another  event  we  have  stained  windows,  new  car- 
pet wall  to  wall,  new  cushioned  benches,  chairs, 
tables,  pulpit  and  curtains  for  the  six  classrooms 
and  many  other  items.  We  have  added  walkways 
also. 

Our  pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  David  Tart  (phone— 
892—5757);  Sunday  School  superintendent,  Wade 
Lee  Barefoot;  pianist,  Judy  McLamb  Clifton;  assist- 
ant pianist,  Flonnie  Sue  McLamb;  choir  director, 
Willard  McLamb;  youth  choir  director,  Mrs.  Louie 
Bell  McLamb;  class  teachers,  deacons,  trustees,  and 
members  —  we  thank  all  that  have  shown  the  least 
help  making  Beulah  Baptist  Church  what  it  is 
today. 

Mrs.  Vida  M.  Wood 


CARTER'S  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


According  to  legend,  Carter's  Chapel  Baptist 
Church  was  organized  under  a  bush  shelter  and 
later  met  in  Brown's  Schoolhouse.  On  Septem- 
ber 21,  1886  one  acre  of  land  was  deeded  to 
Carter's  Chapel  Church  by  Julia  H.  Carter,  W.  G. 
Carter  and  wife,  Fannie  L.  Carter,  for  a  $1.00  fee 
as  long  as  a  Baptist  Church  was  maintained  on  it. 

According  to  records  of  Raleigh  Baptist  Associ- 
ation meeting  at  Selma  in  1886,  a  petitionary  letter 
to  join  this  association  was  taken  by  four  messen- 
gers (Mabry  T.  Wall,  Willis  B.  Wall,  Mack  D.  Pace, 
and  J.  W.  Rose)  and  approved.  J.  W.  Rose  was  the 
first  pastor  and  J.  H.  Broadwell  was  the  first  Supt. 
of  Sunday  School.  The  church  reported  1 1  charter 
members  and  35  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  The 
next  year  showed  15  members  (church)  and  46 
Sunday  School  members,  gifts  of  $10.00  to  pastor 
and  $150.00  to  the  building  fund.  In  1889,  there 
was  50  church  members  and  83  Sunday  School 
members  reported.  We  have  no  record  of  the  next 
15  years.  In  1905,  R.  W.  Harrell  was  pastor  and  his 
salary  was  $32.00.  Baptism  in  1904  was  8  and 
1905  was  6,  bringing  the  membership  to  69.  Build- 
ing and  repairs  —  $75.00;  orphanage  —  $14.75; 
Sunday  School  expense  —  $5.53. 

1907-1910  -  D.  D.  Edwards,  Pastor.  Building  and 
repairs  -  $90.00;  Salary  -  $40.00  per  year  and  65 
church  members. 
1911-1914  -J.  W.  Smith,  Pastor. 

1915  —  W.  D.  Harrington,  Pastor;  96  church 
members. 

1916  —  W.  D.  Pridgen;  99  church  members. 

1917  -  A.  C.  McCall,  pastor. 

1918  -  R.  R.  Lanier,  pastor. 

1919  —  The  church  voted  to  build  a  parsonage  and 
$369.00  was  raised,  but  could  not  buy  any  land. 

1920  —  J.  E.  Dupree,  pastor;  112  church  members. 
1921-1922  -  W.  D.  Stancil,  pastor;  Salary  - 
$105.00  per  year;  Sunday  School  expense  — 
$16.98. 

1923-1928 

$105.00    pe 

$17.00. 

1923    —  Three   Sunday  School  rooms  were  built; 

Post  in  center  of  building  was  removed;  vestibule 

and  steeple  were  built  and  a  bell  bought  at  a  cost 

of  $475.00. 

1928   -  Wings  were  built  at  a  cost  of  $791.98; 

Brother  M.  M.  Johnson  was  licensed  to  preach  and 

pastored    the    church    from    1929-1932;  Church 

membership  was  165. 

1932    —    August    —    Brother   Willard    Brown   was 

licensed  to  preach;  Salary  —  $120.50. 


A.    R.    Creech,    pastor;    Salary 
year;    Sunday    School    expense 
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1933-1936  -  C.  S.  Creech,  pastor;  Members 

The  church  was  replastered  in  1933. 

1937-1939  -  A.  R.  Creech,  pastor. 

1940-1941  -  M.  E.  Reynolds,  pastor. 

1942-1943    -    L.    E.    Godwin,   pastor;  Salary    - 

$265.00  per  year. 

1944-1954  -  H.   C.   Upchurch,  pastor;  Salary  - 

$700.00  per  year. 

1944  -  New  pews  bought  -  $450.00. 

1945  —  The  church  was  covered. 
1948  —  The  church  was  brick  veneered. 

1954-1967  -  Charles  Carroll,  pastor;  Salary  - 
$1,200.00  per  year  increased  to  $1,800.00  per  year 
in  1964.  Until  1954,  preaching  was  once  a  month 
on  first  Saturday  and  first  Sunday  mornings.  In 
1954,  we  began  preaching  service  twice  a  month, 
first  and  third  Sundays.  In  November  1956,  we 
started  Educational  Building,  with  members  doing 
a  lot  of  the  work  and  finished  it  in  1961  at  the  cost 
of  about  $11,000.00.  In  July  1959,  we  bought  one 
acre  of  land  for  cemetery  at  a  cost  of  $1,000.00.  In 
1961,  we  renovated  the  church  at  a  bid  cost  of 
$21,500.00.  Robert  Barefoot,  pastor  since  Feb- 
ruary 1968;  Church  membership  —  205;  August 
1969,  we  put  carpet  in  the  church  at  a  cost  of 
$1,100.00. 

1972  —  Storm  windows  and  doors  —  $700.00. 

1973  -  November  -  P.  A.  System  -  $790.00. 

1974  -  April  -  new  pews  -  $6,225.00;  new 
carpet  -  $1,900.00;  painted  inside  -  $400.00. 


BENSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Tradition  has  it  that  the  seeds  of  a  missionary 
Baptist  ministry  in  the  Benson  area  were  planted 
by  two  ministers  from  the  North,  traveling  through 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  Upon  inquiry  about  a 
missionary  Baptist  church  the  two  ministers  found 
one  elderly  lady,  a  Mrs.  Tanner,  who  was  of  similar 
persuasion.  Near  her  home,  some  two  miles  north 
of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Benson,  was  the  Rising 
Sun  School,  also  known  as  Dog  Eye  School 
(located  on  land  now  owned  by  the  children  of 
Paul  S.  Lee).  Here  the  two  itinerant  ministers  con- 
ducted a  worship  service.  Although  the  anonymous 
ministers  moved  on  and  although  the  little  school 
has  long  been  in  disuse,  the  purpose  of  that  meet- 
ing has  lived  on. 

A  Church  Is  Born 


The  actual  history  of  the  Benson  Baptist  Church 
dates  to  January  24,  1887.  On  that  day  in  the 
Rising  Sun  School  the  church  was  organized  by 
four  ministers:  J.  L.  Ennis,  Allen  Betts,  J.  M. 
Holleman,  and  A.  N.  Campbell.  The  sermon 
preached  by  Mr.  Holleman  on  that  day  was  based 
on  Romans  13:14:  "Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  At  the  conclusion  of  this  service  the 
church  chose  the  name  "Bethany"  (the  town  near 
Jerusalem  where  Jesus  often  lodged  with  Mary, 
Martha,  and  Lazarus),  and  elected  Rev.  J.  L.  Ennis 
as  its  first  pastor.  Services  were  scheduled  for  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  each  month. 

The  Bethany  church  began  its  spiritual  existence 
with  five  charter  members.  On  the  day  of  organi- 
zation Mr.  N.  H.  Gibbs  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  were 
received  by  letter  from  the  County  Line  Baptist 
Church  and  three  sisters  —  Sabrah,  Sarah  and 
Martha  Hall  —  united  by  statement  of  faith.  At  the 
first  church  conference,  held  on  "Saturday  before 
the  fourth  Sabbath"  in  February,  1887,  the 
mother  of  the  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Sabrah  E.  Hall, 
joined  the  church  by  letter  from  the  Concord 
Church  in  Cumberland  County.  On  the  following 
Sunday  two  more  members  united  by  letter  and 
five  new  converts  were  baptized  in  the  chilly 
waters  of  a  nearby  creek. 

The  Formative  Years 

A  business  meeting  of  the  congregation  which  was 
to  have  far-reaching  consequences  for  the  young 
church  was  held  on  "Saturday  before  the  second 
Sabbath  in  September"  in  1887.  At  that  time  the 
church  voted  to  apply  for  membership  in  the  Little 
River  Baptist  Association.  This  decision  officially 


Benson  Baptist  Church 

Benson,  North  Carolina 

aligned  the  church  with  the  program  of  missionary 
Baptists  and  with  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina.  At  this  same  meeting  the  name  of 
the  church  was  changed  to  conform  to  the  name  of 
the  newly-incorporated  community  which  it  served. 
Thus  the  Bethany  Baptist  Church  became  the 
Benson  Baptist  Church.  And  this  year  both  the 
town  and  the  church  celebrate  together  their 
seventy-fifth  anniversaries. 

The  location  of  the  first  place  of  meeting  in  the 
town  of  Benson  is  uncertain.  The  first  services  in 
the  town  were  held  in  a  brush  arbor.  One  tradition 
has  it  that  this  first  modest  meeting  place  was 
located  on  the  present  property  of  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Peacock  on  West  Church  Street.  Another  tradition 
places  the  location  on  West  Main  Street,  adjoining 
the  cotton  gin  owned  by  Mr.  John  D.  Parrish.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  both  locations  were  used  at 
different  times.  This  improvised  sanctuary  was  not 
long  used,  however,  for  in  May,  1887,  in  the  fifth 
month  of  the  church's  existence,  a  committee  was 
named   to   buy   land  and  erect  a  church  building. 

The  first  church  building  of  the  newly-organized 
congregation  of  Benson  Baptists  was  erected  in  the 
part  of  town  now  known  as  Brooklyn.  It  was  built 
behind  the  home  of  Mr.  Stephen  O'Neal  on  land 
given  to  the  church  by  Mr.  O'Neal.  It  is  most  likely 
that  this  building  was  constructed  late  in  1887  or 
early  in  1888.  This  simple  structure  housed  the 
congregation  and  its  activities  until  it  was  virtually 
destroyed  by  a  violent  windstorm  on  June  5,  1891. 


News  of  the  church's  disaster  came  to  the  attention 
of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  which  then 
donated  to  the  church  the  lot  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  West  Church  and  North  Wall  Streets  on 
which  the  present  sanctuary  stands.  Construction 
began  immediately  on  the  new  site  and  the  com- 
pleted frame  building  was  dedicated  on  Novem- 
ber 30,  1891.  Rev.  J.  Hartwell  Edwards  of 
Goldsboro      preached      the      dedicatory     sermon. 

The  Early  Pastors 

During  the  period  from  organization  until  1900  the 
church  was  blessed  by  the  ministries  of  J.  L.  Ennis, 
Allen  Betts,  J.  M.  Holleman,  A.  N.  Campbell, 
J.  A.  Campbell,  and  J.  J.  Adams.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1892  Mr.  Holleman  conducted  a  revival  in 
which  nineteen  people  were  baptized  into  the 
membership  of  the  church.  The  meeting  marked  a 
significant  advance  in  the  spiritual  strength  of  the 
church,  for  many  who  were  to  be  future  leaders 
made    Christian  commitments  during  the  revival. 

Two  well-known  pastors  formed  a  father-son  com- 
bination in  the  1890's.  Mr.  A.  N.  Campbell,  who 
served  the  church  from  1893—96,  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell,  who  served  as 
pastor  from  1896  —99.  The  younger  Campbell  is 
best  known  for  his  work  in  establishing  the  Buie's 
Creek  Academy,  now  Campbell  College,  an  ex- 
panding senior  college  in  the  educational  ministry 
of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  Two  sons  of 
former  pastor  J.  A.  Campbell  have  made  invaluable 
contributions  to  Christian  education  in  North 
Carolina.  Dr.  Carlyle  Campbell  and  Dr.  Leslie  H. 
Campbell  have  devoted  large  portions  of  their  lives 
to  the  presidencies  of  Meredith  College  and 
Campbell  College  respectively. 

Entering  A  New  Century  of  Service 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  another  well-known 
North  Carolina  Baptist,  Rev.  John  M.  Suttle,  served 
the  church.  Mr.  Suttle's  ministry  at  Benson  was  in 
conjunction  with  his  pastorate  of  the  Smithfield 
Church.  His  six-year  tenure  of  service  from  No- 
vember 1900,  through  September,  1906,  marked 
the  longest  pastorate  of  the  church  to  that  time. 
Upon  Mr.  Suttle's  resignation  the  church  adopted 
a  resolution  from  the  deacons  (N.  L.  Hall,  J.  H. 
Boon,  J.  P.  Canaday,  J.  D.  Parrish,  and  E.  L.  Hall) 
commending  him  for  his  "untiring  efforts"  through 
which  the  church  grew  "from  a  small  membership 
to  its  present  strength."  The  resolution  described 
Mr.  Suttle  as  "devoted,  faithful,  earnest,  and 
deeply  consecrated  to  his  work  in  the  Master's 
cause."  The  feeling  of  affection  for  the  pastor  was 
described    in    a    special   addition    to    the  church's 


minutes  on  September  9,  1906.  The  words  are 
those  of  E.  L.  Hall,  church  clerk: 

This  was  our  beloved  pastor's  last 
meeting  with  our  church  and  it  was 
largely  attended,  and  much  love 
and  affection  (was)  shown  by  the 
membership  and  congregation  and 
pastor.  His  last  subject  being,  "Fi- 
nally  brethern,  farewell." 

It  was  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Suttle  in  1903 
that  the  church  withdrew  from  the  Little  River 
Association  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  the  John- 
ston Baptist  Association,  of  which  it  is  now  a 
member.  During  the  period  of  Mr.  Suttle's  ministry 
the  church  had  services  on  a  one-Sunday-a-month 
basis  and  paid  the  pastor  $100  during  his  last  year 
of  service.  Mr.  Suttle  led  the  church  to  adopt  the 
envelope  system  and  pledge  system  of  church 
finance. 

With  the  coming  of  Rev.  D.  F.  Putnam  in  the  fall 
of  1906  the  church  expanded  its  ministry.  Services 
was  scheduled  on  a  half-time  basis,  the  second  and 
fourth  Sundays  of  each  month. 

The  church  entered  an  important  phase  of  its 
ministry  in  1912  with  the  coming  of  Rev.  J.  M. 
Duncan  as  pastor.  As  the  church  grew,  the  frame 
structure  which  had  been  in  use  since  1891  became 
obviously  inadequate.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Duncan  and  with  the  promise  of  Mr.  Alonzo 
Parrish  to  pay  one-tenth  of  the  total  cost  and  to 
supply  all  of  the  brick  used  in  the  building,  the 
church  voted  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
a  new  sanctuary  on  the  same  site  as  the  existing 
structure.  The  names  of  those  on  the  building 
committee  and  the  exact  dates  of  the  beginning 
and  completion  of  construction  were  not  recorded 
in  the  church  records.  However,  Mr.  Duncan  did 
place  the  first  brick  on  the  new  church  early  in 
November,  1914.  Although  the  structure  was  not 
fully  completed,  the  members  worshiped  in  the 
new  building  for  the  first  time  in  June,  1915.  The 
sanctuary,  modern  and  advanced  for  its  day,  stands 
as  a  symbol  of  the  congregation's  willingness  to 
sacrifice  for  the  glory  and  worship  of  God.  The  old 
church  building  was  moved  to  the  west  end  of  the 
same  block  where  it  was  renovated  and  is  now  the 
home  of  Mr.  Aaron  Johnson. 

Discipline,  Stewardship,  and  Healing 

The  minutes  of  the  church  prior  to  1918  are  filled 
with  examples  of  a  rigid  and  enforced  discipline. 
Charges  were  brought  against  members  for  what  is 
frequently  termed  "unchristianly  conduct."  Com- 


mittees  were  appointed  to  investigate  activities 
which  were  unbecoming  to  the  Christian  life  and 
detrimental  to  the  church's  witness.  The  two  most 
frequently  mentioned  sins  were  drunkenness  and 
profanity.  Members  of  the  church  were  called  on 
to  make  personal  confession  in  church  business 
sessions  or  to  send  a  letter  asking  the  forgiveness  of 
the  church.  The  church  minutes  contain  a  lengthy 
letter  written  in    1913  by  a  member  who  asked: 

I  trust  that  you  all  can  see  your 
way  clear  once  more  to  forgive  me, 
and  I  earnestly  desire  an  interest  in 
your  prayers  at  all  times,  that  God 
may  help  me  to  live  a  better  life, 
and  that  I  may  yet  see  the  day  in 
which  I  can  do  something  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord. 

Many  who  made  confessions  were  reinstated  in  the 
fellowship.  Several  were  summoned  for  second  and 
third  offenses.  In  the  instances  of  habitual  drunken- 
ness or  the  failure  to  show  a  spirit  of  true  repent- 
ance, members  —  both  men  and  women  —  were 
dismissed  from  the  fellowship.  The  members  of  the 
church  during  this  period  held  the  firm  conviction 
that  a  person  who  professes  to  be  a  Christian 
should  live  like  one. 

Records  show  also  that  members  were  held  respon- 
sible for  financial  support  of  the  church.  In 
business  session  on  April  18,  1917,  church  clerk 
L.  Gilbert  records  that  the  church  declared  that 
those  who  "give  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  shirk 
or  evade  his  or  her  fair  proportion"  shall  be  report- 
ed to  the  church  "that  he  or  she  may  be  dealt  with 
for  covetousness."  Special  committees  were  sent 
out  to  collect  pledges  from  delinquent  contrib- 
utors. Members  whose  financial  neglect  was  due  to 
inability  to  contribute  were  excused  "until  such 
time  as  their  circumstances  shall  enable  them  to 
contribute."  Those  whose  failure  to  contribute  was 
due  to  unconcern  or  indifference  were  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  membership. 

The  history  of  Benson  Baptists  includes  not  only 
obedience  to  the  command  to  preach  but  also  to 
the  command  to  exercise  a  healing  ministry.  Dur- 
ing the  memorable  flu  epidemic  of  1918  the 
Sunday  School  classrooms  adjacent  to  the  sanc- 
tuary were  converted  into  a  temporary  infirmary 
for  men  stricken  with  the  disease.  Although  many 
were  treated,  only  one  man  —  Crosby  Smith  —  died 
in  the  church  from  the  infectious  killer. 

The  "Roaring  Twenties" 

During  the  1920's  the  Benson  Baptist  Church  grew 


slowly  but  steadily.  During  that  decade  the  church 
made  two  significant  steps  forward.  First,  with  the 
call  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Wheeler  in  1920  the  church  voted 
to  begin  a  full-time  ministry  of  preaching  and 
worship.  For  the  first  time  worship  services  were 
held  every  Sunday.  The  second  stride  forward  was 
made  in  March,  1928,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
J.  E.  Kirk  when  the  church  voted  to  purchase  a 
house  for  the  pastor.  The  church  obtained  the  S.  E. 
Williams'  property  (house  and  lot)  for  $1,930. 
That  house  served  as  the  pastorium  until  it  was 
moved  in  1950  and  a  new  house  built  on  the  same 
lot. 

The  ministers  of  the  church  during  the  decade  of 
the  twenties  were  C.  C.  Wheeler,  O.  A.  Keller,  A.  L. 
Benton,  and  J.  E.  Kirk.  Rev.  A.  L.  Brown  was 
called  to  the  church  in  1929  and  served  until  1934. 

The  Lean  Years 

The  financial  tragedy  of  the  late  twenties  was  a 
preface  to  several  lean  years  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  Banks  closed,  homes  were  lost,  and  pro- 
perty values  skidded.  The  church  participated  in 
the  difficulty  of  the  period.  As  a  result,  on 
January  29,  1938,  the  church  voted  to  "go  on  a 
half-time  basis  due  to  the  fact  of  hard  times." 
"The  future,"  said  church  clerk  John  R.  Parrish  in 
recording  the  business  session  that  day,  "looks 
even  harder."  His  words  seemed  almost  prophetic. 

All  church  finances  suffered  during  the  depression 
years.  The  extent  of  the  financial  depravity  was 
evidenced  in  church  action  on  December  12, 
1934,  at  which  time  the  church  voted  to  raise  a 
budget  of  "not  less  than  $1,500."  The  deacons  led 
an  every-member  canvass  to  subscribe  this  amount. 
The  church  was  guided  through  these  years  of 
financial  depravity  by  Rev.  Forrest  L.  Young 
(1934—43),  who  came  to  the  church  at  a  salary  of 
$75  per  month.  Mr.  Young,  in  his  nine-year  pas- 
torate, laid  much  of  the  groundwork  for  the 
advances  of  the  church  during  the  more  prosperous 
days  ahead. 

In  1943  the  church  voted  to  return  to  a  full-time 
schedule  of  worship  services  and  activities  with  the 
call  of  Rev.  E.  Y.  Averett.  Mr.  Averett  served  the 
church  for  two  years,  from  1943—45.  During  the 
last  year  of  his  ministry  the  church  adopted  a  bud- 
get of  $4,850. 

The  Years  of  Progress  —  Spiritual  and  Material 

The  ministries  of  the  next  two  pastors  covered  a 
period  of  Fifteen  years  and  marked  significant 
advances    in    the    spiritual    growth    and    physical 


expansion  of  the  church.  The  pastorates  of  Rev. 
Thurman  B.  Stone  (1945-51)  and  Rev.  H.  Otis 
Lanning  (1952—60)  coincided  with  the  years  of 
postwar  advance  and  prosperity  and  were  the  years 
of  the  greatest  progress  in  the  history  of  the 
church. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Thurman  Stone  two 
progressive  steps  were  taken  with  regard  to  physi- 
cal property.  The  first  was  the  construction  of  a 
new  home  of  the  pastor.  In  February  1950,  the 
church  voted  to  sell  the  parsonage  and  lot  and  to 
buy  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  West  Church  and  Lincoln 
Streets  for  the  construction  of  a  new  home.  Three 
months  later,  however,  this  action  was  reconsid- 
ered and  rescinded  and  plans  were  made  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  a  new  home  on  the  exist- 
ing property.  The  old  parsonage  was  then  sold  to 
Mr.  L.  E.  Stevens  in  the  summer  of  1950  and  was 
moved  to  its  present  location  at  202  North  Wall 
Street.  The  parsonage  was  completed  in  May,  1951, 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $12,000.  The  upstairs 
remained  unfinished  until  the  summer  of  1962 
when  it  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $2,500. 

The  second  significant  step  was  taken  on  May  2, 
1951,  when  the  church  voted  to  purchase  the 
property  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Rose,  adjacent  to  the 
sanctuary  at  202  West  Church  Street,  for  $8,000. 
Educational  facilities  were  inadequate  in  every 
department  of  the  church  and  the  Rose  home 
provided  space  for  much  needed  Sunday  School 
departments  and  classrooms  for  children  and 
young  people.  The  Annex,  as  it  was  known,  served 
as  the  educational  facility  of  the  church  until  it 
was  moved  to  make  way  for  the  construction  of 
the  present  educational  building  in  1960. 

The  event  for  which  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Stone  is 
best  remembered,  however,  is  the  spiritual  awaken- 
ing which  came  to  the  church  during  a  revival  in 
1951.  The  church  participated  in  the  "Simulta- 
neous Crusade,"  the  Convention's  unified  evange- 
listic effort  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  The  local 
revival  began  on  March  25  and  continued  through 
April  8.  During  this  two-week  period  some  seventy 
people  united  with  the  church.  At  the  two  services 
on  April  15,  1951,  Mr.  Stone  baptized  forty-eight 
people  who  had  made  Christian  commitments  dur- 
ing the  previous  two  weeks.  People  from  seven 
different  denominations  united  with  the  church  in 
those  days.  In  the  words  of  Mr.  Stone,  "It  was  a 
wonderful  experience!" 

The  spiritual  awakening  of  the  church  during  1951 
was  a  fitting  climax  to  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Stone, 
who  left  the  church  at  the  end  of  that  year,  culmi- 
nating  a  six-year  period  of  spiritual  and  material 


advance. 

In  1952  Rev.  H.  Otis  Lanning  began  an  eight-year 
ministry  during  which  the  spirit  of  advance  con- 
tinued. After  Mr.  Lanning  assumed  the  pastorate 
of  the  church,  the  congregation  continued  to 
realize  its  limited  physical  facilities  and  began  to 
think  of  further  expansion.  Educational  space  was 
still  most  inadequate  and  the  sanctuary  was  in  need 
of  expansion  and  renovation.  The  latter  project 
was  adopted  first  and  in  1956  the  church  voted  to 
proceed  with  the  renovation  of  its  place  of  wor- 
ship. The  internal  structure  of  the  sanctuary  was 
changed,  the  seating  capacity  was  increased  by 
150,  the  floor  was  fully  carpeted,  and  an  air-condi- 
tioning system  was  installed.  Total  cost  of  the 
project,  of  which  Dr.  C.  W.  Sanders  served  as  chair- 
man, was  approximately  $38,000. 

Out  of  the  work  of  a  fourteen-member  Planning 
and  Survey  Committee  headed  by  James  W.  Rose 
came  the  latest  phase  of  building  and  expansion. 
On  August  27,  1958,  the  church  voted  to  borrow 
$60,000  to  add  to  the  generous  contributions  of 
the  members  and  to  proceed  with  the  construction 
of  an  educational  building.  Actual  construction 
began  in  April,  1959,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
building  committee  composed  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Sanders, 
chairman,  W.  A.  Barbour,  W.  P.  Lee,  James  W. 
Rose,  Ernest  Strickland,  and  Charles  Turlington. 
The  building,  erected  and  furnished  at  a  total  cost 
of  $107,000,  was  dedicated  on  February  28,  1960. 
The  building  provides  facilities  for  the  Nursery 
Departments  through  the  Young  People's  Depart- 
ment, has  a  fully-equipped  kitchen,  and  one  large 
room  which  serves  as  an  assembly  room  and  dining 
room,  known  as  Fellowship  Hall.  With  the  com- 
pletion of  this  building  a  complete  departmen- 
talization of  the  Sunday  School  was  possible  for 
the  first  time,  with  Hiram  Rose  serving  as  general 
superintendent. 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Lanning,  however,  cannot  be 
measured  in  terms  of  material  advances  alone. 
During  his  pastorate  175  people  were  baptized  into 
the  fellowship  of  the  church,  including  32  in  1953. 
30  in  1954,  and  33  in  1958.  The  conclusion  of  his 
pastorate  on  July  1,  1960,  brought  to  a  close  eight 
years  of  fruitful  service  with  innumerable  evidences 
of  church  growth. 

On  August  16,  1972,  Donald  M.  Price  assumed  the 
pastorate  of  the  church,  coming  to  us  from  the 
West  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford,  N.  C,  where 
he  had  served  for  the  previous  five  and  one-half 
years. 

During  the  eighty-sixth  anniversary  year  of  1973 


the  church  has  410  resident  members  with  a  total 
membership  of  550.  There  are  351  enrolled  in  the 
Sunday  School  with  an  average  attendance  of  180. 
The  budget  for  the  current  year  is  $57,947.  Total 
valuation  of  church  property  is  approximately 
$320,000.  The  church  is  a  member  of  the  Johnston 
Baptist  Association  and  actively  supports  the  pro- 
gram and  contributes  to  the  agencies  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  Christian  Service 

Since  the  founding  of  the  Benson  Baptist  Church, 
six  persons  have  gone  out  into  various  areas  of 
Christian  service.  Three  have  been  ordained  min- 
isters. The  first  was  Mr.  N.  H.  Gibbs,  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  congregation  and  perhaps 
the  most  prominent  layman  in  the  church  during 
its    formative    years.    He    was    ordained    in    1893. 

Two  ministers  ordained  by  the  church  have  be- 
come prominent  denominational  leaders  in  other 
states.  Dr.  William  C.  Royal,  ordained  by  the 
church  in  1908,  served  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Frederick,  Maryland,  for  thirty- 
five  years,  from  1917—1952.  Before  his  death  in 
1957,  Dr.  Royal  was  very  active  in  Baptist  affairs 
in  Maryland.  The  second  prominent  native  son, 
Dr.  A.  C.  Goodrich,  served  as  editor  of  THE 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  official  publication  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  from  1941  until  his 
death  in  1956.  Dr.  Goodrich  was  the  initiator  of 
the  "Every  Family  Plan"  for  the  circulation  of 
Baptist  publications,  whereby  a  church  pays 
monthly  for  the  state  paper  to  be  sent  to  every 
family  in  the  church.  This  plan  has  now  been 
adopted  by  all  of  the  state  papers  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Dr.  Goodrich's  success  as  an 
editor  and  circulation  manager  was  without  equal 
among  Southern  Baptists  during  the  years  in  which 
he  served. 

Since  1950  three  young  people  from  the  church 
have  gone  into  church-related  vocations.  Mr.  James 
Dwight  Johnson,  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  Dwight 
Johnson,  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  in  1951. 
Mrs.  Betsy  Ann  Morgan  Davis,  daughter  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jesse  T.  Morgan,  completed  her  theo- 
logical training  and  has  served  on  the  adminis- 
trative staff  at  Campbell  College  and  at  William 
Jewell  College  in  Missouri.  Miss  Judy  McLamb, 
daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garland  McLamb,  will 
complete  her  formal  theological  education  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  next 
spring. 

The  Deacons 

There  is  no  record  of  the  election  of  deacons  in 
the  very  early  years  of  the  church's  ministry.  The 


first  mention  of  the  office  of  deacon  is  in  1891 
when  Mr.  J.  H.  Branham  was  elected  to  that  posi- 
tion of  service.  Two  years  later,  in  1893,  Mr.  John 
D.  Parrish  and  Mr.  E.  L.  Hall  were  elected  to  form 
a  three-man  diaconate. 

In  1897  the  four  deacons  of  the  church  —  J.  H. 
Boon,  L.  E.  Reaves,  J.  D.  Parrish,  and  E.  L.  Hall  — 
led  in  the  formulation  of  the  Articles  of  Faith,  a 
complete  statement  of  the  doctrinal  position  of  the 
church.  This  statement,  adopted  on  October  26, 
1897,  is  recorded  in  full  in  Book  Two  of  the 
church  minutes. 

At  an  unrecorded  period  in  the  history  of  the 
church  the  number  of  deacons  was  increased  to  six, 
with  all  six  members  being  elected  each  year.  In 
1930,  however,  the  church  instituted  a  plan  of 
deacon  rotation  whereby  two  deacons  were  elected 
annually  for  three-year  terms,  each  deacon  ineli- 
gible to  succeed  himself  until  after  one  year.  The 
first  six  deacons  elected  under  this  system  of  rota- 
tion in  1930  were:  J.  F.  Woodall,  Jesse  McLamb, 
W.  P.  Lee,  L.  E.  Stevens,  Hiram  Rose,  and  Parlia 
Hudson. 

In  1959  the  church  began  electing  three  deacons 
each  year  on  the  same  basis  of  rotation.  Thus  nine 
deacons  are  now  entrusted  with  serving  the  church 
in  helping  to  guide  the  spiritual  destiny  of  the 
church    and    to    advise    in    making   its   decisions. 

PASTORS  OF  THE  BENSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1887- 

1888-89 

1890-93 

1893-96 

1896-99 

1900- 

1900-06 

1907-09 

1909-10 

1911-12 

1912-16 

1917-19 

1920-23 

1923-26 

1926-27 

1927-29 

1929-34 

1934-43 

1943-45 

1945-51 

1952-60 

1960-61 

1962-66 

1966-67 

1968-72 

1972- 


J.  L.  Ennis 
Allen  Betts 
J.  M.  Holleman 
A.  N.  Campbell 
J.  A.  Campbell 
J.  J.  Adams 
J.  M.  Suttle 
D.  F.  Putnam 
T.  B.  Justice 
E.J.  Rogers 
John  M.  Duncan 
G.  W.  Rollins 
C.  C.  Wheeler 
O.  A.  Keller 
A.  L.  Benton 
J.  E.  Kirk 
A.  L.  Brown 
Forrest  L.  Young 
Ernest  Y.  Averett 
Thurman  B.  Stone 
H.  Otis  Lanning 
Harold  L.  Alexander 
Gaylord  L.  Lehman 
Allen  Laymon 
Harold  M.  Mitchell 
Donald  M.  Price 


CLYDE'S  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Prior  to  the  organization  of  Clyde's  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  the  nearest  Baptist  Churches  for  the 
people  of  this  community  to  go  for  worship  were 
White  Oak  and  Hephzibah,  both  of  these  churches 
are  several  miles  away.  Since  it  was  difficult  for  the 
people  of  this  community  to  attend  services,  as 
travel  in  those  early  days  was  either  by  foot  or 
horse  drawn  wagons  or  buggies,  a  need  for  a  church 
in  this  area  was  so  keenly  felt  that  in  1888  the 
entire  community  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
O.  L.  Stringfield  began  to  gather  material  and 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  building  in  which  to 
worship. 

An  acre  of  land  was  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Richardson.  Money  was  not  at  all  plentiful  in  the 
day,  but  the  people  gave  of  what  they  had  —  Some 
gave  money,  some  gave  trees,  some  lumber,  and 
others  labor.  The  women  also  wanted  to  share  in 
the  work,  some  of  them  carded  and  spun  thread 
which  they  wove  into  material  and  made  into  cloth- 
ing or  knitted  socks  and  hose  for  sale  (a  pair  of 
pants  sold  for  75  cents  and  a  pair  of  socks  sold  for 
10  cents).  Some  sold  chickens,  eggs,  butter,  and 
other  produce  they  could  spare  and  gave  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  building  fund.  The  one-room  building 
was  nearly  enough  completed  by  the  beginning  of 
1889  that  it  could  be  used  for  holding  services.  On 
January  19,  1889  Clyde's  Chapel  Baptist  Church, 
named  in  memory  of  E.  Clyde  Richardson,  only 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Richardson,  who  died 
on  November  7,  1887,  was  organized  by  Rev. 
O.  L.  Stringfield  and  Rev.  Exum  Beckwith  with  the 
following  15  members  from  Hephzibah  Baptist 
Church: 


N.  R.  Batton 
Mrs.  N.  R.  Batton 
Miss  Annie  Bunch 
Mrs.  Cora  Bunch 
Miss  Alice  Bunch 
C.  F.  Faison 
Mrs.  Mary  Hinnant 


H.  V.  Bunch 
Mrs.  H.  V.  Bunch 
W.  H.  Bunch 
W.  T.  Bunch 
W.  H.  Carpenter 
W.  H.  Hood 
A.  W.  Richardson 


Mrs.  A.  W.  Richardson 

H.  V.  Bunch  and  W.  H.  Hood  were  elected  deacons 
and  C.  F.  Faison  church  clerk. 

On  March  16,  1889  Rev.  O.  L.  Stringfield  was 
called  as  pastor,  N.  R.  Batton  was  elected  deacon 
and  A.  W.  Richardson  treasurer.  During  the  first 
year  45  additional  members  were  received  into  the 
church  both  by  letter  and  baptism,  one  member 
was  lost  by  erasure,  total  membership  at  end  of 
first  year  was  59. 


Clyde's  Chapel  Baptist  Church 

Route  1,  Wendell,  N.  C. 

After  a  few  years,  the  growing  membership  neces- 
sitated a  larger  building  and  a  wing  almost  as  large 
as  the  original  building  was  added.  In  1926  another 
wing  was  built  onto  the  other  side  of  the  building 
and  six  Sunday  School  classrooms  were  added  by 
folding  doors.  In  1929  four  classes  were  curtained 
off  in  the  sanctuary. 

By  1953,  the  building  again  was  inadequate  for  the 
growing  church  and  Sunday  School.  On  May  17, 
1953,  after  contacting  contractors  and  building 
supply  companies  as  to  the  cost  of  remodeling 
and  enlarging  the  old  building  or  erecting  a  new 
and  larger  building,  the  church  voted  to  buy  a  plot 
of  land  across  the  road  from  the  original  building 
and  erect  a  new  building.  In  January  1954  the 
ground  breaking  service  was  held  and  construction 
was  soon  begun.  By  April  1954  the  education  plant 
was  completed  but  the  building  fund  exhausted. 
The  church  then  went  to  work  to  begin  the  erec- 
tion of  the  sanctuary,  and  again  members  gave  of 
what  they  had.  Some  gave  timber,  some  money, 
and  friends  and  former  members  of  the  church 
gave  cash  donations.  Two  loans  of  $10,000  each 
(at  different  times)  were  secured  and  work  begun. 
By  April  1957  the  loans  were  repaid  and  the  build- 
ing was  completed  with  the  exception  of  plumbing, 
heating,  painting,  finishing  the  woodwork  and 
floors  and  furniture.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
pastor  a  rather  unique  and  interesting  plan  was 
adopted  to  get  this  loan.  All  the  members  who 
could  and  would  do  so  were  asked  to  lend  the 
church  as  much  money  as  they  could.  The  response 


was  tremendous.  Eventhough  some  had  to  borrow 
the  money  to  lend  to  the  church,  enough  was 
raised  by  this  plan  to  finish  the  floors  of  the 
Nursery  and  bathrooms,  to  install  plumbing  and 
heating,  dig  the  well  and  purchase  the  furniture. 
One  family  donated  the  material  and  did  the  work 
to  finish  the  floor  and  woodwork  of  the  sanctuary. 
On  Tuesday,  May  28,  1957  at  8:00  p.m.,  during 
the  Spring  Revival,  the  first  service  was  held  in  the 
new  building.  The  last  charter  member  passed  away 
at  age  84  years,  only  one  month  and  21  days  be- 
fore   the    first    service    was  held   in   this  building. 

Since  moving  into  this  building,  at  intervals  as 
money  becomes  available,  other  finishing  is  being 
done;  such  as  painting,  finishing  floors,  purchasing 
piano,  and  numerous  other  things.  Some  of  the 
gifts  from  families,  organizations,  former  members 
and  friends  of  the  church  are:  two  pianos,  an  out- 
side bulletin  board,  paved  sidewalks,  a  baptistry 
scene,  typewriter,  blackboards,  collection  plates, 
and  Pulpit  Bible. 

As  all  the  space  in  the  new  building  was  needed  for 
classrooms,  library  and  office,  a  kitchen  was  fur- 
nished in  the  old  building  to  be  used  for  church 
and  community  activities. 

In  July  1961,  the  church  purchased  a  strip  of  land 
50  feet  by  210  feet  on  the  south  side  of  the  church 
property  on  which  to  build  a  parsonage.  Decem- 
ber 10,  1961  the  ground  breaking  and  dedication 
service  was  held,  and  in  June  1962,  the  pastor 
moved  on  the  field. 


lences,  $1,160;  Cemetery  and  Church  grounds 
upkeep;  Building  Fund,  $5,000,  with  a  member- 
ship of  318  (167  resident  members  and  151  non- 
resident members).  In  January  1961  the  church 
began  participating  in  the  Retirement  or  Pro- 
tection Plan  for  Ministers.  The  Harvest  Sale  was 
discontinued  in  1962. 

In  March  1900  the  church  adopted  the  Church 
Covenant  as  its  covenant  and  a  special  set  of  rules 
was  passed.  The  language  of  the  agreement  in  this 
set  of  rules  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  standards  of 
Christian  living  set  up  by  the  church.  The  words 
"we  positively  forbid"  were  used  as  well  as  other 
similar  statements.  The  deacons  were  to  be  dealt 
with  at  once  should  they  fail  to  report  any  member 
of  the  church  who  violated  the  rules.  The  records 
show  that  a  number  of  members  lost  their  church 
membership  and  we  can  assume  that  the  deacons 
must  have  been  very  faithful  in  carrying  out  their 
duties. 

The  early  records  show  that  the  church  was  affil- 
iated with  an  Association  from  the  date  of  its 
organization,  this  was  possibly  the  Raleigh  Associ- 
ation. In  appointing  delegates  to  the  Association, 
the  name  of  the  Association  was  not  given  until  it 
became  a  member  of  the  Johnston  Association 
when  it  was  formed  in  Selma  in  1903. 


On  December  20,  1924  letters  were  granted  to  26 
members  to  organize  a  church  in  Marshbourne 
Hill  School  which  is  now  Central  Baptist  Church. 


Prior  to  1895  when  Sister  Alice  Bunch  was  ap- 
pointed to  collect  money  for  the  Orphanage,  and 
Sister  Electra  Hood  for  Foreign  Missions,  there  is 
no  mention  of  the  Financial  activities  of  the 
church  other  than  pastor's  salary  which  had  ranged 
from  $75  to  $100  a  year.  In  March  1905  the 
church  voted  to  take  a  special  offering  for  Home 
Missions.  Through  the  years  up  to  1936  when  the 
first  Harvest  Sale  was  held,  the  records  show  that 
even  though  the  members  were  sometimes  "assess- 
ed their  proportionate  part  of  the  church  expenses" 
and  the  church  frequently  had  "pay  up  weeks" 
and  "pay  up  months,"  at  times  the  church  had  to 
borrow  money  to  pay  the  pastor's  salary.  With  the 
proceeds  from  this  first  Harvest  Sale,  the  cash 
donations,  and  the  regular  Sunday  offerings,  the 
church  was  able  to  go  on  a  cash  basis.  On  Decem- 
ber 13,  1936  the  first  annual  budget  was  adopted 
by  the  church  as  follows:  Local  expenses,  $439; 
Missions  and  Benevolences,  $120.  The  member- 
ship at  that  time  was  approximately  230.  The 
budget  adopted  for  the  church  year  1963— 64  was: 
Current    expenses.   $6,550;  Missions   and   Benevo- 


So  far  as  the  records  indicate,  two  preaching 
services  were  held  each  month  from  the  date  of 
organization  until  December  1945;  one  service  on 
Saturday,  some  of  the  time  in  the  morning,  but 
usually  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  the  regular 
conference,  and  one  service  on  Sunday.  From 
December  1945  until  December  1949,  one  Sunday 
morning  and  one  Sunday  night  service  was  held 
each  month.  In  December  1949  the  church  went  to 
half-time  with  two  morning  services  and  two  even- 
ing services  each  month.  On  October  1,  1962  the 
church  went  to  full-time  with  two  services  each 
Sunday.  It  has  a  mid-week  prayer  meeting,  church 
sponsored  monthly  Youth  Fellowship,  and  the 
following  organizations:  Brotherhood,  two  R.  A. 
Chapters  WMU,  two  G.  A.'s,  Sunbeams  and 
Training  Union. 

To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things  He  hath  done; 
and  may  this  church  be  so  humbly  dedicated  to 
Him  that  He  can  lead  forward  to  greater  works 
in  His  name  and  for  His  cause  in  this  community 
and  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 


ROLL  OF  PASTORS 


church  to  be  confirmed. 


Rev.  O.  L.  Stringficld 
Rev.  J.  L.  Cottingham 
Rev.  O.  C.  Horton 
Rev.  C.  W.  Coppedge 
Rev.  Worley  Creech 
Rev.  J.  W.  Nobles 
Rev.  M.  A.  Adams 
Rev.  A.  A.  Pippin 
Rev.  L.  L.  Hudson 
Rev.  J.  W.Nobles 
Rev.  W.  C.  NoweU 
Rev.  I.  L.  Bennett 
Rev.  G.  T.  Mills 
Rev.  B.  M.  Shacklett 
Rev.  S.  W.  Oldham 
Rev.  C.  H.  Norris 
Rev.  W.  0.  Andrews 
Rev.  C.  W.  Teague 
Rev.  W.  H.  Poole 
Rev.  W.  A.  Weston 
Rev.  A.  D.  Parrish 
Rev.  W.  W.  Turner 
Rev.  S.  G.  Stevens 
Rev.  M.  H.  Mangum 
Rev.  A.  H.  Lanier 
Rev.  Eugene  Leamon 
Rev.  Robert  C.  White 


1889-1890 

1891-1892 

1893-1894 

1895-?? 

1896-1900 

1901-1902 

1903-1906 

1904-1906 

1907-1908 

1909-1911 

1912-1913 

1914-1916 

1917-1920 

1921-1923 

1924-1926 

1927-1933 

1934-1935 

1935-1937 

1937-1939 

1940-1942 

1943-1946 

5/1946-2/1953 

3/1953-4/1954 

8/1954-4/1957 

5/1957-6/1960 

11/1960-9/1963 

12/1963- 


In  1890  the  following  Special  Rules  were  adopted 
by  the  church: 

"We  the  committee  appointed  by  Clyde's  Chapel 
Church  to  draw  up  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
church  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

1.  We  positively  forbid  any  member  of  our  church 
from  selling  intoxicating  drinks  or  using  it  in  any 
way  except  for  medical  use. 

2.  We  positively  forbid  our  members  from  taking 
any  part  in  dancing  or  allowing  a  dance  to  be  held 
at  their  houses  if  in  their  power  to  prevent. 

3.  We  forbid  any  member  from  transacting  any 
business  on  the  sabbath  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
time  or  money. 

4.  We  forbid  our  members  from  taking  part  in  any- 
thing that  would  damage  our  church  or  the  cause 
of  Christ. 

5.  We  as  your  committee,  knowing  that  the  mem- 
bers of  our  church  are  not  doing  what  they  ought 
to  in  regard  to  paying  our  pastor  ask  that  a  special 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  and  apportion 
what  each  member  shall  pay  and  submit  it  to  the 


6.  We  earnestly  beg  of  our  members  to  think  of  the 
resolution  of  the  church  and  to  stand  by  it  as  one 
united  body  for  the  upholding  of  the  church  and 
the  cause  of  Christ. 

7.  Any  deacon  knowingly  fails  to  report  any  mem- 
ber that  violates  either  one  of  these  rules  there 
shall    be    a    charge    brought   against   him   at    once. 

Excerpts  from  Church  Minutes 

1889  —  "Resolved  that  any  member  that  will  talk 
to  any  one  outside  of  the  church  about  a  member 
will  be  reported  to  the  church  and  fellowship 
withdrawn  from  them." 

1896  —  "Brother  Johnson  and  Jesse  Hood  were 
appointed  to  see  or  hear  from  our  members  in 
Durham  and  find  out  their  reason  for  not  attend- 
ing church." 

1898  —  "Resolved  that  if  a  member  fails  to  pay 
what  he  promises  to  his  pastor  that  he  shall  give  his 
excuse  to  the  church." 

1899  -  "Brother  .  .  .,  Brother  .  .  .,  and  Brother  .  .  . 
were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  apportion  what 
each  member  shall  pay  his  pastor." 

1890  —  "The  church  took  up  a  collection  for 
Miss  ...  to  amount  to  75  cts." 

1900  —  "The  trustees  of  the  church  were  appoint- 
ed to  keep  people  from  tying  horses  in  the  grove." 

1901  —  "Brother  .  .  .  and  Brother  .  .  .  was  left  with 
the  deacons  whether  or  not  they  would  excuse 
them  for  non-attendance." 

1901  —  "It  was  moved  and  carried  that  a  letter  of 
dismission  only  last  for  six  months." 

1903  —  "All  members  of  the  church  that  don't  pay 
their  dues  or  give  a  good  excuse  why  they  don't  by 
the  first  of  July  1903,  the  clerk  is  authorized  to 
drop  the  names  of  all  such  from  the  church  book." 


1906   —  "The  church  granted  Sister 
letter  as  the  first  one  got  misplaced." 


another 


1908  —  "On  motion,  Brother  .  .  .  name  was  drop- 
ped from  church  book  on  account  of  his  not 
paying  dues." 

1909  —  "The  church  excused  Brother  .  .  .  for 
drinking  too  much." 


1909  —  "The  church  decided  to  drop  the  name  of 
Brother  .  .  .  for  profanity." 

1909  —  "Brother  .  .  .  was  excused  of  the  charge 
against  him  on  his  denial." 

1910  —  "Brother  W.  T.  Bunch  agrees  to  be  sexton 
fro  seven  dollars  a  year." 

1911  —  "The  church  decided  to  put  all  members 
that  hasn't  paid  their  dues  for  the  year  1910  on  a 
delinquent  list." 

1912  —  "It  was  moved  and  carried  that  any  mem- 
bers name  being  on  the  delinquent  list  twelve 
months  should  be  dropped  for  good." 

1928  —  "It  was  decided  by  the  church  that  mem- 
bers call  for  letters  of  dismission  shall  pay  their 
years  proportionate  part  of  church  dues." 

1929  —  "By  motion  the  church  decided  to  have  a 
pay  up  week  from  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October  to 
the  first  Sunday  in  November." 

1930  —  "The  month  of  April  was  set  and  desig- 
nated by  the  church  as  pay  up  month." 

1933  —  "The  Y.W.A.  girls  with  help  from  young 
men  class  planted  vacant  lots  of  cemetery  in  cane 
and  made  and  sold  molasses  to  buy  a  communion 
set." 

1936  —  "A  motion  was  made  and  carried  by  the 
church  that  the  Y.W.A.  girls  are  to  clean  up  the 
church  and  J.  S.  Pace  is  to  see  that  fires  and  lights 
are  kept.  The  girls  are  to  receive  50  cents  per 
month  and  Mr.  Pace  $1.00  per  month  through  the 
winter  months  when  fires  are  to  be  kept  and  in  the 
summer  months  the  girls  receive  $1.00  per  month 
and  Mr.  Pace  50  cents  per  month." 

1933  -  Sunday  School  Collection  for  year  -  $44.83 
Sunday  School  Literature  for  1933  -  $35.35 
Sunday  School  Roll  Books  for  1933  -  $2.10 
B.Y.P.U.  literature  -  $1.60.  Total  expenses  for 
Sunday  School  and  B.Y.P.U.  literature,  General 
Secretary  Book,  Money  order  fees  and  stamps  for 
1933  was  $42.75.  Paid  in  for  pastor  salary  during 
1933  -  Cash  -  $251.72,  Produce  -  $6.49,  Total  - 
$258.21. 

The  history  was  prepared  for  the  75th  anniversary 
of  Clyde's  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  January  19, 
1964   by   Mrs.    Titus    Painter   and    Verna  Phipps. 

1964  —  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  observed  by 
church  with  a  picnic  lunch  and  all  former  pastors 


and  friends  invited  to  attend. 

Robert  White  called  as  pastor  and  ordained  as 
minister  during  the  year.  One  member  of  our 
church  (Dan  Strickland)  was  licensed  as  a  minister. 
Debt  on  pastorium  paid  in  full. 

1965  —  First  Lay  Women's  service  held  in  our 
morning  worship  service.  Memorial  stained  glass 
windows  installed  in  sanctuary. 

1966  —  Light  fixtures  installed  in  sanctuary.  Clyde's 
Chapel  Church  participated  in  the  Five -Year 
Spiritual  Growth  Program  sponsored  by  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

1967  —  Baptistry  installed  and  dressing  room  ad- 
joining baptistry  tiled.  First  baptismal  service  held 
March  5,  1967,  for  four  candidates. 

Carpet  installed  in  sanctuary. 

1968  —  Organ  for  sanctuary  donated  by  annony- 
mous  gift  and  gift  from  will  of  a  deceased  couple, 
designating  money  for  this  purpose. 

1969  —  Carpet  installed  in  assembly  room,  library 
and  beginner's  class  room. 

1970  —  Steeple  erected  and  roof  replaced. 

1971  —  Church  joined  Wendell  Council  of  Churches 
(8  churches)  and  will  participate  in  community 
services  quarterly. 

"Sit-In-For-Christ"  held  for  a  week  (July  1971) 
and  declared  a  great  success  by  our  teenagers  and 
young  adults. 

1972  —  Carpentry  work  of  old  church  building 
completed.  Various  organizations  of  the  church 
took  different  phases  of  the  renovation  as  a  project. 
The  building  is  to  be  used  as  a  recreation  center  for 
the  community. 

Air  conditioning  installed  (central)  in  the  church 
and  pastorium,  and  used  for  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service  on  July  29,  1972. 

Rev.  Robert  White  resigned  as  pastor  after  nine 
years  of  service. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Dr.  Donald  Cook,  Head 
of  New  Testament  at  Seminary,  as  Interim  pastor. 

1973  —  Randolph  Kesler  accepted  call  to  our 
church  as  pastor,  and  was  licensed  as  a  minister  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Association. 


1974  —    Storm    windows    and    doors   installed   in  of  the  community.  The  Extension  Dept.  has  enter- 
pastorium  and  church.  tained  these  people  quarterly,  and  great  interest 

has  been  shown  in  this  program. 

1975  —  Tape  recorders  secured  and  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship  service  recorded  and  carried  to  approx-  Anne  G.Johnson 
imately  25  shut-ins  (elderly  and  disabled  persons)  Church  Clerk 


PRINCETON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  Princeton  Baptist  Church  was  instituted  on  the 
4th  Sunday  in  September  1889,  with  eight  mem- 
bers. Rev.  O.  C.  Horton  served  as  first  pastor  of  the 
little  church.  The  charter  members  were  as  follows: 
W.  H.  Lindsey,  N.  D.  Wells,  Amanda  J.  Wells, 
Elizabeth  Lindsey,  Rebecca  Herndon,  Louise 
Ingram  and  Donah  Raiford. 

On  Sunday  evening  after  the  first  morning  service 
the  doors  of  the  church  were  opened  for  the  first 
time  and  Elizabeth  Lindsey  and  R.  B.  Raiford 
came  from  the  Princeton  Methodist  Church  and 
were  received  for  baptism.  N.  D.  Wells  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  church  and  Supt.  of  the  Sunday 
School.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lindsey  is  the  only  living 
charter  member. 

These  followers  of  Christ  worshipped  for  three 
years  in  an  old  vacant  building  south  of  the  present 
location.  The  first  deacons  were  R.  B.  Raiford  and 
W.  H.  Lindsey. 

On  August  22,  1892,  they  worshipped  for  the  first 
time  in  their  new  church  which  was  constructed  on 
the  site  of  the  present  building.  The  first  sermon 
was  preached  on  the  text  John  3:5  and  the  first 
conversion  was  J.  B.  Howell. 

Two  years  later  N.  D.  Wells  was  elected  and  or- 
dained as  deacon  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  R.  B.  Raiford.  The  second  pastor  of  this 
church  was  F.  H.  Poston,  who  served  one  year. 
Following  him  came  J.  G.  Pulliam,  who  also  served 
one  year.  Succeeding  him  was  W.  H.  Davis  who 
retired  in  1898.  Then  came  John  W.  Suttlein  1899. 
The  congregation  soon  began  to  increase  and  the 
Sunday  School  took  on  new  life.  It  soon  numbered 
two  hundred  in  enrollment.  Protracted  services 
began  in  August  lasting  two  weeks.  This  was  the 
most  wonderful  meeting  the  town  had  ever  known. 
More  than  160  professed  faith  in  Christ  and  51  of 
these  were  added  to  the  church.  It  was  in  October 
following  this  meeting  that  the  Raleigh  Baptist 
Association  met  with  this  church. 


Princeton  Baptist  Church 

Princeton,  North  Carolina 

Adams  served  as  pastors  during  this  time. 

Then  came  R.  W.  Harrell  who  served  as  pastor  six 
years.  During  this  time  O.  N.  Parker,  Hubert 
Raiford,  C.  H.  Holt  and  W.  I.  Pearce  were  ordained 
as  deacons.  In  1905  W.  I.  Pearce  was  elected  clerk, 
and  H.  D.  Wells  Sunday  School  superintendent.  In 
1908  the  church  was  painted. 

At  that  time  Harrell  B.  Townsend  served  as  pastor 
for  nine  months.  His  successors  were  W.  R.  Beach, 
A.  I.  Caudle,  C.  H.  Jenkins,  E.  R.  Nelson,  R.  M. 
Gibbs  and  D.  E.  Vipperson  all  of  whom  served  one 
year  each. 


At  a  conference  held  in  1899,  L.  H.  Taylor,  John  A. 
Woodard  and  W.  H.  Wells  were  elected  and  ordain- 
ed as  deacons.  At  this  time  W.  H.  Lindsey  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  church  and  J.  T.  Edwards  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
W.  H.  Lindsey  served  two  years  and  after  moving 
away  Ben  Howell  was  elected  clerk.  About  this 
time  the  church  records  were  misplaced,  leaving  a 
gap  in  the  history  of  the  church.  However,  we  do 
know  that  J.  W.   Nobles,  W.   H.   Hall  and   N.  A. 


John  W.  Duncan  was  called  in  1916  and  served  two 
years.  J.  E.  Dupree  also  served  two  years.  At  this 
time  J.  B.  Bridges,  Public  School  Superintendent, 
was  elected  Sunday  School  superintendent  for  one 
year.  W.  I.  Pearce  and  C.  H.  Holt  were  superintend- 
ents from  two  to  five  years  each. 

Next  came  J.  R.  Everett  for  one  year  followed  by 
A.  L.  Goodrich.  In  1922  N.  H.  Sheppard  was  called 
as  pastor.  During  his  pastorate  J.  J.  Boyette  was 


ordained  as  deacon.  Deacon  W.  T.  Radford  came 
from  Pickney  Church  and  was  received  as  deacon. 
During  this  time  W.  M.  Holt  was  Sunday  School 
superintendent.  J.  W.  Rose  served  as  pastor  for  two 
years. 

In  1922  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized.  This  organization  added  spiritual  and 
financial  strength  to  the  church. 

In  the  fall  of  1927  a  building  program  was  begun. 
W.  I.  Pearce,  O.  L.  Boyette  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Mitchel 
were  chosen  as  a  building  committee. 

In  February  1927,  W.  O.  Andrews  became  pastor 
and  the  building  program  went  forward.  Six 
Sunday  School  rooms  were  added  to  the  church; 
also  the  church  was  remodeled  and  painted.  On 
October  24,  1929,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
of  the  Johnston  Association  met  here.  This  meet- 
ing proved  a  success  and  was  a  great  blessing  to  the 
church. 

On  October  21,  1930,  J.  J.  Boyette  was  elected 
treasurer  following  the  death  of  C.  H.  Holt  which 
came  earlier  in  the  year.  DeLeon  Holt  was  made 
financial  secretary  and  three  deaconesses  were 
elected.  They  were  Mrs.  A.  F.  Holt,  Mrs.  Ralph 
Booth  and  Miss  Alberta  Boyette. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  May  1931,  Homecoming 
Day  was  observed  for  the  first  time,  and  on  this 
occasion  two  deacons  were  ordained.  They  were 
W.  M.  Holt  and  O.  L.  Boyette. 

Following  W.  O.  Andrews'  resignation  as  pastor  of 
the  church,  T.  C.  Johnston,  a  ministerial  student, 
filled  the  pulpit  for  one  year. 

Arthur  R.  Creech  came  to  the  church  as  pastor  in 
1932.  In  the  same  year  the  Johnston  Association 
met  with  the  church.  In  1934,  W.  S.  King  was 
elected  Sunday  School  superintendent,  and  in 
1937,  while  still  serving  as  superintendent,  he  died. 
At  this  time  W.  I.  Pearce  again  took  over  and 
served  until  1941,  when  E.  E.  Wiggs  became  Sun- 
day School  superintendent. 

The  following  deacons  were  elected  and  ordained: 
Johnnie  Hood  and  E.  E.  Wiggs,  1942;  A.  F.  Holt,  Jr., 
1944.  Roby  McKeel  and  G.  F.  Brown  were  trans- 
ferred from  other  churches  and  were  asked  to  con- 
tinue in  the  office  of  the  deaconship  here. 

In  1940,  M.  E.  Reynolds  came  as  pastor.  In  this 
year  also  J.  J.  Boyette  was  again  elected  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Brown  was 
elected  financial  secretary  of  the  church. 


On  the  third  Sunday  in  September,  1941,  A.  R. 
Creech  was  called  to  the  church  for  his  second 
pastorate.  The  clerk  of  the  church,  W.  I.  Pearce, 
died  in  1943,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Massengill,  was  elected  clerk. 

Sunday,  August  5,  1945,  the  church  met  in  con- 
ference and  discussed  plans  for  the  building  of  a 
parsonage.  A.  F.  Holt,  Jr.,  O.  L.  Boyette,  and 
Jesse  Snipes  were  appointed  as  the  building  com- 
mittee. The  building  program  went  forward  and 
the  parsonage  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1946 
at  a  cost  of  $6,000.00.  Pastor  Creech  and  his 
family  moved  in  and  on  the  evening  of  March  22, 
1946,  open  house  was  held.  In  this  same  year 
Clarence  Woodard  and  Milton  Toler  were  or- 
dained as  deacons  and  David  Pearce  was  transferred 
from  another  church. 

Bro.  A.  R.  Creech  resigned  as  pastor  of  the  church 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  March,  1947,  due  to  ill  health. 

In  the  fall  of  1947,  W.  W.  Turner  was  called  to  the 
church  as  pastor.  He  served  the  church  for  one  year. 

A.  F.  Yarborough  was  called  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  the  fall  of  1948.  A  building  fund  for  an 
educational  building,  which  was  planned  before 
A.  F.  Creech's  death,  was  then  started.  This  move- 
ment went  forward  with  much  interest.  A  ground- 
breaking ceremony  was  held  in  1949.  A  Building 
Planning  Committee  was  appointed,  which  was 
composed  of  J.  J.  Boyette,  David  Pearce  and 
M.S.  Toler. 

Following  A.  F.  Yarborough  as  pastor,  Horace 
Ricks  was  called  to  the  church  in  October,  1950. 
The  educational  plant  which  was  under  construction 
at  that  time  went  forward.  This  building  with  19 
rooms  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$21,000.00.  After  an  indebtedness  of  $5,000.00 
was  paid,  the  church  began  making  plans  to  build 
an  auditorium.  On  July  27,  1952,  the  church  voted 
to  make  pledges  toward  the  construction  of  the 
new  auditorium.  The  initial  pledges  amounted  to 
$5,575.00.  On  September  14,  1952,  the  church 
voted  to  begin  the  new  auditorium.  A  Building 
and  Decorating  Committee  was  immediately 
appointed.  The  members  were  J.  F.  Daughtry, 
Chr.,  L.  M.  Tart,  J.  J.  Boyette,  Glenwood  Brown, 
Rivers  Hinton,  J.  R.  Hogg,  W.  O.  Mason,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Holt,  Miss  Alberta  Boyette  and  Mrs.  Herman 
Massengill.  Much  labor  was  given  toward  the  con- 
struction of  this  auditorium.  Deacon  David  E. 
Pearce  was  employed  to  construct  the  building.  At 
the  same  conference  the  church  voted  to  have  the 
old  church  building  moved  over  in  order  to  give 
room  for  the  new  auditorium.  The  old  building  was 


used  until  the  new  auditorium  was  completed.  The 
auditorium  was  completed  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  $25,000.00.  It  was  occupied  February  7,  1954. 

The  year  1954  was  an  eventful  year.  J.  F.  Daughtry, 
Sr.,  Glenwood  Brown  and  J.  R.  Hogg  were  elected 
to  the  deaconship.  The  same  year  the  church 
experienced  a  mighty  revival  under  the  ministry  of 
Clyde  Luther.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  there  were 
46  additions  to  the  church.  The  church  made 
another  great  step  in  1954.  On  September  26,  it 
voted  to  become  a  full-time  church. 

In  1955,  the  church  began  its  policy  of  having  two 
series  of  revival  services  annually.  A  Building  and 
Grounds  Committee  and  other  committees  were 
formed  to  help  carry  on  the  work  of  the  church. 

On  January  22,  1956,  the  church  elected  Dr. 
Donnie  H.  Jones,  Jr.  to  the  deaconship.  At  the 
close  of  the  associational  year,  E.  E.  Wiggs  had 
served  the  church  as  Sunday  School  superintendent 
for  fifteen  years.  This  year  he  asked  to  be  replaced 
and  Clitus  Hinton  was  elected.  In  this  same  year 
James  M.  Radford,  Jr.  answered  the  call  to  preach 
and  entered  Mars  Hill  College.  This  year  the  church 
purchased  an  organ.  Also,  in  1956  the  deacons 
began  operating  on  the  rotation  plan.  Most  signifi- 
cant for  1956  is  that  the  church  paid  the  balance 
of  its  indebtedness  on  the  building. 

The  new  brick  structure  was  dedicated  on  Octo- 
ber 7,  1956.  Dr.  Elmo  Scoggin,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Southeastern  Seminary  preached  the 
dedicatory  sermon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Wayland  Jones,  Historian 


In  1957,  Mr.  Earl  Price,  Sr.  and  Mr.  Gresham  Lee 
were  ordained  as  deacons.  Mr.  William  I.  Wellons, 
Mr.  Willie  McKeel,  and  Mr.  Roland  Barbour  were 
ordained  in  1958.  In  1959  Mr.  R.  L.  Preace,  Sr. 
and  Mr.  John  A.  Lee,  Sr.  were  ordained.  Mr.  Elwood 
Evans  came  to  us  as  deacon  from  another  church. 

A  Brotherhood  was  organized  in  1957. 

In  1958  the  church  began  presenting  Bibles  to 
graduating  seniors.  Edward  Massengill  was  pre- 
sented a  license  to  preach. 

Construction  was  started  on  an  Education  Annex 
in  1960.  It  was  built  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$24,000.  In  this  year  Mrs.  Maude  C.  Courtney 
was  a  messenger  to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  in 


Rio  de  Janeiro. 

In  1961  a  lot  in  front  of  the  church  was  purchased 
at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  This  is  used  as  a  parking  lot. 

Mr.  Elbert  Powell  was  ordained  as  deacon  in  1963. 
In  1964  Mr.  Raeford  Woodall  and  Mr.  S.  S.  Lee,  Jr. 
were  ordained. 

In  1964  the  church  steeple  was  lighted  in  memory 
of  deacon,  Mr.  J.  J.  Boyette  by  members  of  his 
family. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Horace  Ricks  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Baptist  State 
Convention  in  1965.  He  served  four  years. 

A  Library  was  started  in  1966.  Many  books  have 
been  added  since  that  time.  Many  of  these  are 
memorial  books. 

In  1966  Mrs.  Elbert  Powell  was  chosen  from  this 
church  to  visit  mission  fields  in  the  Orient,  as  a 
representative    of   Johnston    Baptist    Association. 

The  church  purchased  a  lot  back  of  the  church  in 
1971  at  a  cost  of  $1,350.00. 

Mr.  Dale  Wyatt  was  called  as  Youth  Director  in 
1971.  He  resigned  in  October,  1973  to  accept  the 
pastorate  of  Park  Grove  Baptist  Church  in 
Portsmouth,  Virginia. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Horace  Ricks,  graduated  from 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  1972  with  a  Master  of 
Divinity  Degree. 

Another  lot  was  purchased  in  1972  at  a  cost  of 
$5,000.00.  In  1975  a  house  and  lot  was  purchased 
at  a  cost  of  $12,000.00. 

In  1972  Mr.  Carlyle  Woodard  and  Mr.  Walton 
Herring  were  ordained  as  deacons.  Mr.  Jerry 
Baker,  Mr.  Carl  Lee  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Elton 
Woodall  were  ordained  in  1973. 

In  March  1975,  the  church  honored  the  Rev.  Horace 
Ricks   for   his   25   years   as   pastor   of  the  church. 

Also  in  1975  Mr.  Russell  Gurley  and  Mr.  Bobby 
Toler  were  ordained  deacons. 

In  March  1976  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Davis  were  called 
to  work  in  the  area  of  Youth  Education  and  Music. 

Three  new  Adult  Sunday  School  Classes  have  been 
organized    in    this    Bicentennial    year    of    1976. 


FOUR  OAKS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  organization  of  this  church  was  preceded  by 
the  desire  for  public  worship  by  a  group  of  Christian 
people,  composed  mainly  of  Baptists  and  Metho- 
dists. These  people  met  regularly  in  a  small  frame 
school  building,  located  on  Highway  No.  22,  about 
a  block  from  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad. 
Among  the  outstanding  leaders  of  this  group  was  a 
good  Methodist,  Mrs.  Laura  Creech,  better  known 
as  "Granny  Creech,"  and  Mrs.  Florence  Adams, 
who  was  also  a  leader  from  the  Methodist  group. 
The  Baptist  leaders  were  Rev.  J.  W.  Rose,  who 
became  the  first  pastor,  C.  J.  Stephenson,  who 
became  the  first  church  clerk,  Lizzie  Baker,  Alice 
M.  Sanders,  Mrs.  Columbia  Johnson,  W.  R.  F. 
Edwards,  Lillian  Oliver,  Sudie  J.  Stephenson, 
Aramantha   Edwards,   G.  E.  Thurston  and  others. 

The  following  charter  members  were  admitted  into 
the  Four  Oak  Baptist  Church  on  April  29,  1891. 
These  members  came  by  letter  —  Laura  Creech, 
Sudie  J.  Stephenson  and  Nancy  Strickland.  Those 
coming  by  baptism  were:  C.  J.  Stephenson,  Lillian 
Oliver,  Cornie  E.  Oliver,  E.  Wright  Baker,  and 
Altha  Baker.  The  membership  of  the  Church  was 
further  increased  during  the  years  by  the  baptism 
of  Alice  M.  Sanders,  Tishie  Baker  and  Creasy  Baker. 
G.  E.  Thurston  was  admitted  by  letter  and  W.  R.  F. 
Edwards  and  Aramantha  Edwards  were  "restored 
to  membership". 

The  first  recorded  minutes  of  this  church  are  dated 
May  23,  1891,  and  show  that  the  pastor,  J.  W. 
Rose,  preached  from  the  thirty-ninth  Psalm  and 
the  seventh  verse;  that  the  doors  of  the  church 
were  opened  at  the  close  of  the  sermon  and  Tishie 
Baker  was  accepted  as  a  candidate  for  baptism. 
This  candidate  and  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Sanders  were 
baptized  the  following  day.  This  appears  to  have 
been  on  Sunday  for  after  the  sermon  on  this  date 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  observed. 

In  October  of  1891,  the  church  made  application 
to  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  for  membership 
in  that  Association  and  appointed  Brother  W.  R.  F. 
Edwards  to  represent  the  church  at  the  Association, 
the  church  bearing  half  of  the  Brother's  expenses. 

The  building  lot  for  the  church  was  purchased 
from  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  Company 
and  the  present  building  is  erected  on  the  same  lot. 
The  first  building  was  used  until  it  was  replaced  by 
the  present  structure.  The  regular  church  conference 
of  January  1916  voted  unanimously  to  erect  a  new 
house  of  worship.  The  building  committee  ap- 
pointed at  this  conference  were  J.  W.  Sanders, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Stanley  and  R.  A.  Bain.  A  great  deal  of 
the  credit  for  making  this  venture  a  success  is  due 


Four  Oaks  Baptist  Church 

Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina 


to  the  pastor,  Rev.  R. 
long    and    faithfully 
building. 


M.  VonMiller,  who  labored 
n    order    to    complete    this 


The  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  listed 
in  order  as  to  the  dates  they  were  pastor  —  J.  W. 
Rose,  F.  H.  Poston,  O.  L.  Stringfield,  J.  W.  Suttle, 
J.  D.  Bowden,  D.  F.  Putnam,  T.  D.  Justice,  W.  T. 
Hurst,  J.  M.  Duncan,  Mr.  Rodgers,  R.  M.  VonMiller, 
C.  E.  Stevens,  M.  P.  Davis,  James  A.  Ivey,  A.  L. 
Brown,  C.  A.  Upchurch,  J.  L.  Fletcher  Ford,  Troy 
Jones,  Nov.  1953,  R.  L.  Councilman,  Hugh  F. 
Harrill  and  J.  W.  Davis. 

The  church  has  made  much  progress  along  all  lines 
as  the  membership  of  the  church  in  1904  was  ten, 
but  had  reached  a  hundred  and  four  (104)  in  1916 
and  in  1947  is  now  217.  S.S.  enrollment  is  now 
243.  Gifts  for  all  causes  have  grown  and  this  year 
the  total  amount  is  $5,512.11.  A  parsonage  was 
purchased  and  remodeled  in  1943  and  some  repairs 
and  improvements  to  the  church  building  have  been 
done  without  involving  the  church  in  any  debt.  A 
Hammond  organ  has  been  purchased  and  tower 
chime    system    installed    at    a   cost  of  $7,000.00. 

1904-roll  showed  10  members;  1916-104  members; 
1930-191  members;1916-voted  to  erect  a  new 
church  building;1943-parsonage  purchased;1947- 
records  show-membership  217;  S.S.  enrollment 
243-total  gifts  $5,512.11. 

History  of  Four  Oaks  an  example  of  statement  - 
"one  planting,  another  watering  and  God  giving  the 
increase." 

Sanford  Smith,  1959 


BLACKMAN'S  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  organization  of  this  church  took  place  in 
August  1893,  following  a  revival  held  in  an  old 
store  building  at  Blackmon  Cross  Roads.  The 
revival  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Wiley  Page  from 
Sampson  County. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Beaty  of  Smithfield  helped  to  organize 
this  church.  All  the  charter  members  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Susan  B.  Wood  were  members  of 
Smithfield  Baptist  Church,  and  were  given  letters 
from  the  Smithfield  Church  August  18,  1893,  to 
organize  the  Blackmon  Grove  Church.  Susan  Wood 
was  given  letter  from  Union  Grove  Baptist  Church 
on  August  11,  1893. 

After  its  organization,  services  were  held  in  the  old 
store  building  at  Blackmon's  Cross  Roads  until  a 
church  was  erected  on  land  given  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Blackmon.  Church  records  do  not  give  the  date  of 
first  services  held  in  the  new  church  building.  The 
first  deacons  were  E.  W.  Marler,  Leonard  Godwin, 
and  Frank  P.  Wood.  Charter  members  were  Frank 
P.  Wood,  George  W.  Lee,  T.  D.  Lee,  E.  M.  Marler, 
M.  N.  Barefoot,  W.  H.  Wood,  J.  M.  Blackman, 
G.  P.  Lee,  Julia  B.  Wood,  Marina  Godwin,  Seluta 
Barefoot,  Narcissus  Jane  Marler,  Bettie  F.  Lee,  and 
Susan  B.  Wood.  The  first  church  clerk  was  Wiley  N. 
Johnson  and  the  first  pastor  was  Rev.  F.  H.  Poston. 

In  1923  the  church  building  was  remodeled  and  an 
addition  built  on  the  church.  Again  in  1949  the 
church  building  was  remodeled.  At  that  time  four 
additional  Sunday  School  rooms  were  built  and  a 
modern  heating  plant  was  installed. 

One  minister  has  gone  out  from  Blackmon  Grove 
Church,  Rev.  Luther  Grice,  now  deceased. 

Church  services  are  held  on  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  Sundays  in  each  month.  The  church  has 
its  annual  harvest  day  which  is  well  supported  by 
its  members  and  others  in  the  community. 

Blackmon  Grove  church  has  grown  from  the  small 
group  of  members  mentioned  above  to  a  present 
membership  of  181.  Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  of  Four 
Oaks  has  been  pastor  since  February  1949. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wayland  Jones,  Historian 

1952   a.  Fletcher  Ford,  pastor   February    1949  — 
July  15,  1953. 
b.  Twenty-two  tithcrs. 


Blackman 's  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Route  2,  Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 

c.  Training  Union  organized  with  59  mem- 
bers. 

d.  New  furniture  purchased  for  the  church. 

e.  Vacation  Bible  School  held  at  Allen's 
Crossroads  under  the  direction  of  J.  A. 
Mauney,  Associational  Missionary. 

f.  The  Rev.  Don  Austin  of  Greensboro  was 
guest  speaker  for  the  revival,  16  new  addi- 
tions to  church. 

g.  John  Mahler,  Sr.  and  Joseph  Wood  were 
made  honorary  deacons. 

h.  Johnston  Baptist  Association  met  with 
Blackmon's  Grove,  Oct.  22,  1952. 

1953  The  Rev.  Troy  E.Jones,  pastor  Dec.  1953  — 
Oct.  1961. 

1954  a.  Herbert  Lee,  Paul  Lee,  N.  E.  Bizzell  were 

appointed  as  parsonage  site  committee. 
(Now  in  1975  with  new  committee,  we 
have  the  site  and  we  are  planning  to  start 
building  right  away.) 

b.  First  homecoming  was  held  second  Sunday 
in  September  1954. 

c.  The  Rev.  Don  Austin,  revival  speaker. 

d.  Carson  Blackmon  made  honorary  deacon. 

e.  198  enrolled  in  Sunday  School. 

1955  a.  The  Rev.  Troy  Jones  held  revival  with  six 

new  members. 

b.  H.  J.  Beeker,  principal  of  Four  Oaks 
School  was  guest  speaker,  Oct.  9,  1955. 

c.  186  enrolled  in  Sunday  School. 

1956  The    Rev.    Charles  Howard  of  Buies  Creek 
held    revival    services    —    one  new  member. 

1957  Nothing  recorded. 


1958  Nothing  recorded. 

1959  a.  Cement  walks  were  laid  around  church  — 

Cost  $330.00. 

b.  2  bathrooms  installed  -  Cost  $1,801-21. 

c.  Church  bus  was  donated  to  Blackmon's 
Crossroad    Volunteer    Fire    Department. 

d.  Revival  —  last  week  in  June  —  Charles 
Howard  visiting  minister  —  three  new 
members. 

e.  New  parsonage  committee  named  —  Paul 
Lee,  Charlie  Johnson,  &  Golden  Eldridge. 

1960  Revival  services  third  Sunday  in  June  —  the 
Rev.  Lacy  Oliver  of  New  Bethel  Church  was 
revival     speaker     —     three     new    members. 

1961  Rev.  Troy  Jones  resigned  first  Sunday, 
October  1961. 

1962  a.  $3,460.58  reported  in  building  fund. 

b.  2  gas  heaters  purchased  for  bathrooms. 

c.  Rev.  Joe  Puckett,  pastor  Feb.  1962  — 
Sept.  30,  1972.  Rev.  Joe  Puckett  held 
revival. 

d.  Bulletin  and  area  light  installed. 

e.  A  buzzer  system  was  given  to  the  church 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Puckett. 

1963  a.  The  Rev.  Don  Austin  of  Greensboro  held 

revival  services  —  10  new  additions. 

b.  Air  conditioning  installed  in  the  church  at 
a  cost  of  $2,085.00. 

c.  Trustees  appointed  for  the  church  —  Aaron 
Wood,  Golden  Eldridge,  and  Earl  Johnson. 

d.  The  Rev.  Tom  Freeman  of  Dunn  —  revival 
speaker,  June  21-28-63. 

e.  Lot  markers  erected  in  cemetery. 

1964  a.  New  song  books  were  bought  to  replace 

ones  that  were  worn, 
b.  Deacons   recommend   that   all   matters  of 
business  be   announced  one  week  ahead, 
also  that  deacons  have  regular  meetings  on 
Friday    nights    before    regular    meetings. 

1965  a.  Church  paid  Rose  Funeral  Home  $58.00 

on  burial  of  Carson  Blackmon. 

b.  The  Rev.  C.  W.  Driver,  revival  speaker  — 
one  member  gained. 

c.  Mission  Week  held  in  Oct  1965.  Mission- 
aries Stella  Austin  —  Hickory;  Albert  S. 
Lamm  —  Spring  Hope;  James  Beck  — 
Louisville,  Ky.;  Harold  White  —  Windsor; 
Larry  Bryson  -  Trion,  Ga.;  John  S. 
McGee  —  Winston-Salem. 

1966  a.  The   Rev.   Horace  Ricks,  Princeton  —  re- 


vival speaker  —  one  new  member. 

b.  Total  budget  -  $4,205.00. 

c.  The  church  voted  to  purchase  an  organ. 
Total  cost  -  $1,848.85. 

d.  A  Broadman  Hymnal,  Pianist  edition  and 
a  communion  filler  cup  was  given  to  the 
church  by  Mrs.  Susan  Currao,  a  friend  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Beasley. 

1967  a.  The  Rev.  Odell  Pulley  of  Raleigh  —  revival 

speaker,  June  18—25  —  one  new  member. 

b.  Layman's  Day  observed  Apr.  23.  Lawrence 
Masscngill  delivered  message. 

c.  Cemetery  Trust  Fund  established. 

1968  a.  Chimes  were  installed  April  21,  1968. 

b.  Church  furniture  refinished  for  $1,600.00. 

c.  The  Rev.  A.  D.  Stephenson  of  Smithfield 
was  supply  pastor  for  one  month. 

d.  The  Rev.  O.  W.  Pulley  was  speaker  at 
homecoming  services. 

e.  The  church  was  painted  inside. 

f.  Floor  covering  was  installed  in  4  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  vestibule. 

g.  The  Rev.  Lee  Gregory  held  revival  services. 
One  new  member  and  one  came  (Kaye 
Lee)  asking  for  second  baptism. 

h.  Young     Married     Sunday     School     Class 

organized, 
i.  College  Student  Night  —  5th  Sunday  Sept. 

1969  a.  Revival    services    held    June    15    21    by 

Rev.   Robert  Weatherspoon  —  three  new 
additions. 

b.  The  Rev.  Harold  White,  Clayton  was 
interim  pastor  for  the  month  of  July 
while  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Puckett  were  on 
vacation. 

c.  Handrails  were  installed  at  the  front  door 
of  the  church. 

d.  Cooperative  program  was  to  be  paid  quar- 
terly rather  than  at  end  of  year. 

1970  a.  Revival  services  were  conducted  Jun.  14-21 

The  Rev.  Harold  White  was  speaker. 

b.  The  church  purchased  a  lawn  mower. 

c.  A  "love  gift"  of  $250.00  given  to  the 
church  by  Mr.  Charlie  Wood  was  with- 
drawn and  put  in  the  cemetery  fund. 

d.  Total  church  bulletin  $4,360.00. 

1971  a.  Revival  services  were  conducted  Jun.  20-27 

by  Harold  Mitchell,  Benson, 
b.  Johnston    Baptist    Associational    meeting 
with  Blackmon's  Grove  Oct.  18,  1971. 

1972  a.  Revival  services  conducted  Apr.  9-16  with 

with    the    Rev.    C.    W.    Driver    preaching. 


b.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Puckett  were  given 
a  gift  of  stainless  steel  and  a  silver  tea 
service. 

c.  Interim  pastor  serving  the  Rev.  Leon  Tart, 
Fletcher  Ford,  Donald  Michael,  J.  C. 
Grimes. 

1973  a.  The  Rev.   Roger  Cope  interim  pastor  — 

Nov.  26,  1972. 

b.  Hymn  board  purchased. 

c.  Revival  services  Don  Price,  Benson  —  two 
members. 

d.  New  Parsonage  Committee:  Herma  Mas- 
sengill,  Lawrence  Massengill,  James  Wm. 
Lee. 

e.  Roger  Cope  pastor  —  Aug.  19,  1973  — 
May  18,  1975. 

f.  $193.55  given  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roger 
Cope  as  a  "moving  love  offering". 

1974  a.  The  Rev.  A.  L.  Brown  a  former  pastor  was 

homecoming  speaker. 

b.  Revival  Mar.  31— Apr.  7.  The  Rev.  Roy 
Young  of  Enon  Baptist  Church  speaker  — 
five  new  additions. 

c.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Simon  and  chil- 
dren, Gregory,  Barry  and  Kimberly  of 
Meridiac,  Miss.  Missionaries  on  furlough 
were  guest  speakers  at  Blackmon's  Grove 
Church,  July  6,  1974. 

d.  The  church  agreed  to  pay  $1,260.00  per 
year  on  pastor's  utility  bill. 


1975  a.  Revival  services  held  Apr.  6—13  with 
Rev.  Dennis  Burton  of  Lillington  guest 
speaker. 

b.  The  Rev.  Roger  Cope  read  letter  of  resig- 
nation effective  May  18,  1975  to  become 
pastor  of  Bonlee  Baptist  Church. 

c.  The  Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  served  as  interim 
pastor  May  14-Sept.  30,  1975. 

d.  The  Rev.  Leroy  Witt  accepted  pastorate 
Oct.  1,  1975. 

c.  The   Rev.   Fletcher  Ford  —  Homecoming 

speaker. 
f.  A    new    class   was   organized    —    "Young 

Married    "    —    teacher,   Rev.   Leroy  Witt. 


1976  a.  An  acre  of  land  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everette  Lee  for  pastor's  home. 

b.  New  "Baptist  Hymnals"  were  purchased. 

c.  Two  Accompanist  Hymnals  were  given  to 
the  church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Edwin  Lee 
in   memory   of  Herbert  E.  Lee  deceased. 

d.  The  church  voted  to  give  each  new  mem- 
ber of  the  church  a  Bible. 

e.  Revival  services  were  held  Apr.  11  —  16. 
The  Rev.  Emery  Hackett  of  Rocky  Mount, 
visiting  evangelist  —  three  new  members. 

f.  Pledges  on  new  pastor's  home  so  far  — 
$9,885.00. 

Herma  Massengill 
Church  Clerk 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Calvary  Baptist  Church 


Preface 

The  writer  of  this  article  would  like  to  express  his 
appreciation  to  Mrs.  Vara  Lee  Thornton,  Dr.  J.  M. 
Lee,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lee,  Mrs.  S.  P.  J.  Lee,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Keller  and  all  others  who  have  assisted  in 
any  way  with  this  brief  history  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church. 


The  exact  date  is  not  known  when  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  was  organized,  but  according  to  the  best 
information  available,  it  was  constituted  in  the 
year  of  1894.  Dr.  W.  B.  Harrell,  with  a  group  of 
interested  people  met  at  Poplar  Grove  School 
House  and  organized  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  Among  those  interested  citizens  were 
Marshall  Lee,  his  wife,  Alley  Winifred  Lee  Barefoot, 
sister  of  Marshall  Lee,  and  others. 

W.  B.  Harrell  served  as  first  pastor.  The  deacons 
were  Marshall  Lee,  and  James  M.  Johnson.  The 
first  Clerk  and  Sunday  School  Superintendent  was 
James  M.  Johnson.  T.  J.  Lee  was  the  first  person  to 
join  the  Church  by  baptism.  Services  were  held  in 
the  Poplar  Grove  School  House  until  a  Church 
building  could  be  built. 

On  the  28th  of  March  1895,  Nathan  Barefoot  and 
wife,  Winnifred  deeded  one  and  one  half  acres  of 
land  to  the  trustees  of  the  Calvary  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  —  who  were  Marshall  Lee,  James  M. 
Johnson,  and  James  Hudson.  On   this  same  day, 


Marshall  Lee  and  wife,  Elizabeth  also  deeded  an 
adjoining  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  half  acre 
to  the  Church.  Upon  this  plot  of  land  a  Church 
was  built  with  Mordecai  Lee  as  head  carpenter, 
who  received  $1.00  a  day  for  his  labor.  He  also 
built  the  first  pews  used  in  the  Church  for  $1.00 
each.  Those  who  contributed  much  time,  material 
or  both  were  Marshall  Lee,  T.  J.  Lee,  Dr.  J.  M.  Lee, 
Dr.  S.  P.  J.  Lee,  James  M.  Johnson,  Willis  Bell, 
J.  K.  Hudson,  Columbus  Westbrook,  R.  S. 
Westbrook,  and  Dr.  M.  L.  Barefoot. 

In  1902  the  South  River  Baptist  Association  held 
its  annual  association  here  before  the  building  was 
completed. 

In  1905  "The  South  River  Baptist  Association 
sends  greetings  to  the  Johnston  Association; 
(Johnston  County  Baptist  Association)". 

"The  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  hereby  dismissed  to 
unite  with  you.  It  is  our  wish  that  this  new  union 
may  be  productive  of  good  faith  to  both  the 
Church  and  Association,  October  19th,  1905, 
John  A.  Coats,  Clerk." 

Upon  motion,  the  report  was  adopted  and  the 
Moderator  welcomed  brother  M.  M.  Johnson  as  a 
delegate  from  Calvary.  Messengers  were  M.  L. 
Barefoot,  James  M.  Johnson,  and  G.  F.  Wagstaff. 

Calvary's    first    pledge    for    Missions,    Orphanage, 


Christian  Education,  and  Ministerial  relief  started 
in  1906. 

The   following  pastors  and  clerks  have  served  the 
Church. 

1900  J.  M.  Fleming,  Pastor 

James  M.  Johnson,  Clerk 

1902  Bert  Townsend,  Pastor 
James  M.  Johnson,  Clerk 

1903  J.  M.  Fleming,  Pastor 
James  M.  Johnson,  Clerk 

1904  Dr.  W.  B.  Harrell,  Pastor 
Pastor  Prevate,  James  Archibald  Campbell, 

who  built  the  present  Bible  stand. 
James  M.  Johnson,  Clerk 


1958 


Clarence  Corbett,  Jr.,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Nelson  Newton,  Clerk 


1905 

N.  H.  Gibbs,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1907 

J.  W.  Watson,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1908- 

-1909 

W.  C.  Royal,  Pastor 
T.  J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1910- 

1911 

J.  W.  Smith,  Pastor 
T.  J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1912- 

-1914 

N.  H.  Gibbs,  Pastor 
T.  J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1915 

A.  C.  McCall,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1917- 

-1918 

G.  W.  Rollins,  Pastor 
T.  J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1919 

E.J.  Olive,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1920 

S.  F.  Hudson,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1921 

J.  L.  Powers,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1922- 

-1923 

L.  R.  Tate,  Pastor 
T.  J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1924 

J.  S.  Connell,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Maude  Smith,  Clerk 

1925 

P.  A.  Pridgen,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Maude  Smith,  Clerk 

1926- 

-1927 

George  P.  Lanier,  Pastor 
T.J.  Lee,  Clerk 

1928 

No  Pastor 

1929 

No  Pastor 

1930- 

-1942 

E.  C.  Keller,  Pastor 
S.  O.  Barefoot,  Clerk 

1943- 

-1944 

W.  A.  Watson,  Pastor 
S.  O.  Barefoot,  Clerk 

1946- 

-1948 

A.  Lincoln  Faulk,  Pastor 
S.  O.  Barefoot,  Clerk 

1948- 

-1950 

Lucian  Moody,  Pastor 
S.  O.  Barefoot,  Clerk 

1951 

D.  D.  Hicks,  Supply  Pastor 
E.  B.  Williams,  Clerk 

1953- 

-1957 

Horace  O.  Barefoot,  Pastor 
E.  B.  Williams,  Clerk 

In  the  summer  of  1930  Mr.  Merritt  Burns  of  Dunn 
visited  the  community  and  organized  the  Sunday 
School  which  met  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Then  in 
March  of  1931  after  preaching  services,  Rev.  E.  N. 
Gardner  of  Dunn  called  the  Church  in  conference 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  Pastor  and  officially 
organizing  a  Sunday  School.  Rev.  E.  C.  Keller  was 
unanimously  called  as  Pastor.  Officers  were  elected 
as  follows:  Superintendent  —  Merritt  Burns, 
Assistant  Superintendent  —  T.  J.  Lee,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  —  E.  B.  Williams,  Pianist  — 
Miss  Hettie  Tart.  Teachers  —  E.  C.  Keller, 
Miss  Hettie  Tart,  Mrs.  Rogers  Barefoot,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Denning.  The  Church  decided  to  change 
Sunday  School  and  Preaching  Services  from  Sunday 
afternoon  to  Sunday  morning. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Keller  much  pro- 
gress was  made.  The  Church  roof  was  badly  in  need 
of  repair  so  in  1932  it  was  decided  to  repair  it. 
Through  various  means  enough  money  was  raised 
to  purchase  shingles  to  replace  the  roof.  Through 
the  efforts  of  Dr.  M.  L.  Barefoot  and  E.  B.  Williams, 
several  spells  were  held  to  put  the  shingles  on  the 
roof. 

In  1953  a  B.  T.  U.  was  organized  with  Miss  Hettie 
Tart  as  leader. 

In  1936  Miss  Vera  Ruth,  along  with  a  group  of 
girls  from  the  Tabernacle  Church  in  Raleigh  came 
and  held  the  first  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School.  The 
following  year  Tommy  Steele  and  Miss  Vera  Ruth 
with  a  group  of  girls  came  back  and  held  another 
Vacation  Bible  School. 

On  the  third  Sunday  night  in  December,  1939, 
Henry  Morgan,  a  ministerial  student  at  Campbell 
College  preached  in  the  place  of  the  Pastor,  E.  C. 
Keller.  At  the  close  of  the  service,  S.  O.  Barefoot 
and  E.  B.  Williams  were  ordained  as  deacons.  In 
this  same  year,  the  brick  steps  at  the  front  of  the 
Church  were  erected. 

The  first  Sunday  in  March,  1930,  the  Church  set  in 
conference  and  decided  to  start  a  building  program, 
using  the  timber  from  the  Church  property  if 
needed.  So  the  east  wing  was  started  and  com- 
pleted in  1944. 

In  1942,  the  Church  was  painted  and  the  Sunday 
School    reached    its    highest    attendance    —    108. 

The  first  Sunday  in  August  1942,  after  eleven  years 


as  Pastor,  E.  C.  Keller  voiced  his  resignation  to  the 
Church  to  become  effective  September  30,  1942. 

In  the  fall  of  1947,  the  J.  S.  Dickerson  family,  who 
had  much  to  do  with  the  building  program  of  the 
Church,  moved  into  the  community.  Mr.  Dickerson 
was  instrumental  in  inaugurating  the  first  Harvest 
Sale  at  the  Church.  It  was  by  this  means  money 
was  raised  for  later  purposes. 

In  1949  a  metal  roof  was  put  on  the  Church.  In 
1954  the  west  wing  was  built  and  completed,  the 
Sunday  School  rooms  across  the  back  were  built,  a 
gas  heating  plant  was  installed,  the  Sanctuary  was 
renovated,  the  Church  was  painted  and  the  grounds 
were  improved.  The  Church  was  re-wired  and  the 
light  fixtures  were  donated  by  Belk  Department 
Store  of  Dunn. 

In  1956  the  Church  was  under-pinned,  the  walks 
were  built  from  the  front  of  the  Church  to  the 
back  and  the  Church  sign  was  erected  at  the  high- 
way. No  specific  names  were  mentioned  in  these 
latest  improvements,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
name  all  the  people  who  have  contributed  toward 
these  improvements.  The  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  furnished  by  the  following  people:  Beginner 
Department,  Nelson  Newton,  Primary  Department, 
Mrs.  Lonnie  Newton,  Sr.,  Junior  Department, 
Miss    Ima    Jean    Barefoot    and    Taylor    Newton. 

In  1957  a  new  piano  was  purchased  and  the 
Sunday  School  rooms  were  painted  inside  and  the 
floors  were  finished.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  Octo- 
ber, the  Pastor,  Horace  O.  Barefoot,  tended  his 
resignation  to  become  effective  the  last  of 
November.  On  October  20th  the  Church  observed 
its  first  Homecoming  under  the  leadership  of  the 


Pastor.  Many  former  members  and  friends  returned 
to  enjoy  the  fellowship  with  the  people  of  the 
community. 

In  February  of  1958  the  Church  called  Clarence 
Lee  Corbett,  Jr.  as  Pastor.  During  the  year  a  good 
friend  of  the  Church  who  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous had  the  much  needed  hand  railings  erected  to 
the  front  steps  of  the  Church.  Oak  pews  and  pulpit 
furniture  were  installed  in  May  of  1959  of  which 
part  was  donated  by  friends  of  the  Church.  The 
floor  in  the  Sanctuary  was  refinished  and  an 
anonymous  friend  had  the  pulpit  and  center  aisle 
covered  with  a  carpet. 

Since   1960  here  are  the  Pastors  who  have  served: 


1960 
1964 
1967 
1968 
1974 
1976 


Lamar  Moore 

John  Singletary 

Niles  Compton 

Leon  Tart 

Ted  Williams 

Tom  Gaskins 


In  August  of  1966  John  Singletary  was  ordained  in 
the  Church. 

In  1968  the  Fellowship  Hall  was  begun. 

In  March  of  1976  Morning  Worship  Services  were 
held  each  week  instead  of  every  other  week.  In 
1976  Wednesday  night  Prayer  Services  were  also 
begun  and  a  Vestibule  was  added  to  the  Church. 

Three  full  time  religious  workers  have  gone  out 
from  the  Church  —  Henry  Morgan  and  L.  J. 
Newton,  Ministries,  and  Doris  Morgan,  Educational 
Director. 


PISGAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


On  Sunday  evening,  September  30,  1894,  J.  M. 
Beaty,  a  deacon  in  Smithfield  Baptist  Church, 
with  Rev.  D.  C.  Horton  and  F.  H.  Poston,  met  five 
miles  west  of  Smithfield  at  Wallace  Schoolhouse, 
later  known  as  Hopewell,  to  organize  a  missionary 
Baptist  Church.  After  a  sermon  by  Rev.  D.  C. 
Horton,  a  presbytery  was  organized  with  F.  H. 
Poston  as  moderator,  and  J.  M.  Beaty  clerk.  Eight- 
een men  and  women  asked  to  be  dismissed  from 
Smithfield  Baptist  Church  to  help  organize  a 
church  in  their  community  and  named  it  "Pisgah". 

John  W.  Jones,  who  came  from  the  Smithfield 
Church  was  the  first  deacon  having  served  in  the 
same  capacity  as  the  Smithfield  Church.  Rev.  J.  G. 
Pulleam  became  the  first  pastor  having  been  elect- 
ed December  16,  1894.  He  preached  for  one  year 
and  held  the  first  protracted  meeting  in  August 
1895.  One  of  the  present  deacons,  J.  H.  Higgins 
was  received  into  the  church  during  the  meeting. 

In  1896  Rev.  W.  H.  Davis  served  as  pastor  for 
approximately  one  year  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  J.  W.  Tuttle  who  served  from  1898-1904. 
Much  construction  work  was  done  during  his 
ministry. 

Rev.  D.  F.  Pittman  served  from  1905  to  1909. 
Considerable  progress  was  made  during  his  pastor- 
ate. Rev.  J.  B.  Justice  succeeded  him  serving  one 
year. 

1910-1912  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell  was  pastor. 
1913-1914  Rev.  W.  H.  Wall 

1914—1920  Rev.  John  E.  Lanier  became  pastor 
with  the  understanding  that  the  church  become 
self-supporting  (church  paid  pastor  instead  of  State 
Board  supplementing  his  salary).  A  parsonage  was 
built  on  land  given  to  the  church  by  N.  G.  Rand. 
Mrs.  Lanier  organized  a  W.M.U. 
1920-1924  Rev.  R.  L.  Gay  was  the  pastor.  Con- 
struction of  six  Sunday  School  rooms  was  almost 
complete  when  he  left. 

1925—  Rev.  S.  S.  McGregor  —  services  in- 

creased to  two  Sundays;  His  first  revival,  1925  — 
75  new  members  added;  1925,  Sunday  School 
became  standard,  probably  only  one  in  Association; 
1929,  an  "Enlargement  Campaign"  was  held;  A.  J. 
Whitley  offered  his  truck  to  bring  people  to  church 
and  Sunday  School;  three  Sunday  School  trucks 
were  soon  added;  more  room  needed;  seven  addi- 
tional rooms  built;  1929,  church  adopted  "Lord's 
Acre  Plan"; 

1930—  On  December  1,  McGregor  resigned  — 

buried  there  June  16,  1935.  He  and  Mrs.  McGregor 


Pisgah  Baptist  Church 

Route  1,  Smithfield,  N.  C. 

gave  the  first  books  for  the  library.  In  1930,  Rev. 

W.  O.  Rosses  became  pastor. 

1937-1939    Rev.    C.    W.    Teague   became  pastor. 

Adopted    Unified    Budget;  began   Annual  Harvest 

Day; 

1939  Rev.  C.  C.  McCall  desired  full  time. 

1944  Rev.  Clyde  D.  Ellis  -  full  time. 

1946   Rev.  W.  H.  Pools  —  construction  of  youth 

building. 

1949  Old  building  moved  back  to  make  foundation 

for  new  structure  was  laid. 

In  October  1951  the  pastoral  duties  of  this  church 
was  assumed  by  the  Rev.  Oliver  C.  Price.  During  his 
ministry  we  sold  the  old  parsonage  and  built  a  new 
and  modern  one  using  much  of  the  materials  sal- 
vaged from  the  Old  Church  Building.  In  1955  we 
completed  the  Educational  Plant  which  is  attached. 
After  many  donations  of  materials  and  labor,  our 
Real  Estate  holdings  are  now  valued  at  approxi- 
mately $150,000.00  and  was  put  up  with  a  small 
amount  of  cash.  Again  in  1955  our  church  was 
rewarded  by  the  ordaination  of  the  Rev.  Glenn 
Holt. 

In  August  of  1955  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Summner  came 
to  our  church  to  assume  the  duties  created  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Oliver  Price.  In  December  1956, 
we  were  again  gratified  to  learn  that  Miss  Ruth 
Lassiter  had  dedicated  her  life  to  full  time  Chris- 
tian Services.  1958  proved  to  be  a  fruitful  year.  We 
worked  out  a  sound  financing  program  whereby 
the  members  assumed  responsibility  through  week- 


ly  offerings.  Also,  a  Brother  Hood  was  organized. 
After  a  survey  in  1960,  it  was  determined  that  we 
no  longer  needed  bus  service  so  this  was  discon- 
tinued. During  this  year,  the  church  voted  to  put  a 
6X8  cement  marker  at  all  unmarked  graves  in  the 
cemetery.  Under  the  steering  of  the  W.M.S.,  a  car- 
pet was  installed  in  the  sanctuary.  A  curtain  was 
donated  for  the  Baptistry  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover 
Langdon  and  choir  robes  were  given  by  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Summner  in  memory  of  her  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roger  Smith  gave  the  church  an  organ.  Mr.  Summner 
had  been  a  part  time  student  since  coming  to  our 
church  and  received  his  Masters  Degree  in  the 
spring  of  1962.  He  tendered  his  resignation  in 
August  1962  to  become  Psychological  Counselor 
of  Brunswick  County  Schools. 

From  the  staff  of  Wake  Forest  Seminary,  we 
secured   Dr.   W.    C.   Strickland  as  interim  pastor. 

From  May  1963  through  February  1970  this 
church  forwarded  under  the  pastorate  of  O.  Lee 
Gregory.  Miscellaneous  improvements  to  the 
property  include  an  outside  Bulletin  Board,  Hand 
rails  at  the  church  steps,  clearing  a  baseball  field 
for  the  youths  and  installation  of  Air-Conditioning 
in  the  church  and  educational  building,  and  a  water 
cooler  was  installed.  Mr.  A.  J.  Whitley,  Jr.  gave  a 
sound  system  for  the  sanctuary.  In  1964,  our 
church  went  on  record  for  the  Baptist  Church  to 
accept  NO  Federal  Aid  and  to  oppose  any  and  all 
Non-Baptist  Trustees  in  our  Baptist  Colleges.  In 
1964,  we  adopted  a  Direct  Mission  Program  which 
has  contributed  directly  to  the  Bill  Wallace  Hospital 
in  Seoul  Korea,  Campbell  College  Endowment 
Fund,  Steve  Gregory,  Arthur  Wall  and  Sharon 
Gregory  for  religious  studies.  In  1966  this  church 
was  proud  to  present  a  Certificate  of  License  to 


Arthur  Wall  in  order  that  he  may  preach.  Be  it 
noted  that  our  church  budget  has  increased  from 
$10,830.00  in  1960  to  $21,221.00  in  1970.  On 
February  19,  1970  the  church  accepted  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Gregory  and  secured  as  interim  pas- 
tor Maurice  Cooper  who  served  until  September 
1970. 

On  September  1,  1970  Rev.  Donald  K.  Horn  and 
wife  Shirley  came  to  our  church  to  start  his  minis- 
try with  us.  During  that  year,  the  church  realized 
the  need  for  a  Church  Constitution.  One  was 
drawn  at  that  time  and  accepted  by  the  Church.  I 
feel  that  our  church  held  its  own  from  the  mid 
sixties  through  the  early  seventies  but  due  to  a 
rebellious  society  known  as  the  "Hippie  Movement" 
we  did  not  move  forward  as  a  church  should.  As 
we  go  into  1976,  a  stronger  pulse  beat  can  be  felt. 
In  1972  the  church  was  bereaved  by  the  passing  of 
Mr.  R.  H.  Higgins  who  was  the  first  person  to  join 
Pisgah  Baptist  Church  after  it  was  chartered.  He 
joined  in  August  1895.  His  nephew  gave  money  to 
the  church  for  a  memorial  which  was  used  to 
renovate  the  activity  building  at  the  church  and 
was  re-named  "The  R.  H.  Higgins  Fellowship  Hall." 
In  1975  Mr.  C.  B.  Thomas  and  wife,  Corine  set  up 
a  Living  Trust  with  a  certificate  of  deposit  in  the 
First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  in  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
for  the  interest  from  this  fund  be  used  each  year 
for  the  propagation  of  Music  in  Pisgah  Church. 
Again  in  1975  the  W.M.S.  saw  the  need  for  a  new 
carpet  and  through  their  efforts,  wall  to  wall  carpet 
was  installed  in  the  sanctuary.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  1976  with  optimism.  Our  first  reward  thus 
far  has  been  the  presentation  of  a  License  to  Preach 
to  Mr.  Tony  Johnson  on  February  8,  1976. 

Wayland  Jones 


NOBLES  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


In  the  year  1900  a  group  of  civic  minded  citizens 
of  this  community  felt  the  need  of  a  church  in  this 
area. 

The  first  services  were  held  in  the  school  house, 
known  at  that  time  as  Boykin  School,  located  on 
the  Old  Raleigh  Road,  about  IOV2  miles  from  Wil- 
son, North  Carolina.  The  school  grounds  were  at 
that  time  adjoining  the  present  church  property. 
The  school  house  was  situated  on  the  present  site 
of  what  is  now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin 
Morris. 

The  land  for  the  church  grounds  and  cemetery  was 
acquired  from  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  O. 
Morris.  The  building  was  constructed  by  citizens 
of  the  community  who  gave  of  their  time  and  la- 
bor. Each  one  in  the  community  contributed  some- 
thing in  the  construction  of  the  church.  It  was 
completed  about  1906. 

Reverend  J.  W.  Noble  was  first  pastor  of  this 
church.  Through  love  and  affection  for  him  and 
for  his  untiring  efforts  in  establishing  this  church, 
it  was  named  in  honor  of  him.  He  served  as  pastor 
for  many  years. 

A  rural  doctor  of  this  community  at  that  time  was 
Dr.  Freeman.  He  and  his  family  contributed  gener- 
ously   toward    the    advancement    of    this    church. 

The  first  member  to  join  Nobles  Chapel  Church 
was  Mr.  Buddy  Winborne;  he  also  was  the  first 
member  to  decease  and  to  be  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery here.  Mr.  T.  B.  Boykin  was  also  one  of  the 
early  members  who  was  very  instrumental  in  its 
progress. 

Mr.  N.  L.  Stott  was  elected  as  clerk  in  1908  and  he 
served  as  clerk  until  1929.  Mr.  T.  B.  Boykin  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Grice  were  the  deacons.  In  1916  Mr.  O. 
Bullock  and  Mr.  George  Boykin  were  elected  as 
deacons. 

In  1922  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association  was  held 
at  this  church.  This  was  the  first  Association  that 
the  church  ever  had. 

In  1929  the  church  elected  Mrs.  G.  B.  Boykin  as 
clerk  and  she  served  until  1953.  Mrs.  Charles  Boy- 
kin was  elected  in    1953  and  served   until   1963. 

In  1929  Mr.  S.  C.  Boykin,  Mr.  L.  F.  Boykin  and 
Mr.  S.  T.  Winborne  were  elected  as  trustees.  Mr. 
B.   B.   Boykin  was  elected  treasurer.  In   1931  Mr. 


Nobles  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Sims,  North  Carolina 

T.  P.  Sharp  was  elected  as  treasurer  of  the  church 
and  served  until  October  1,  1970  when  he  re- 
signed due  to  his  health.  In  1937  Mr.  Russell  Bul- 
lock, Mr.  T.  P.  Sharp,  Mr.  William  Fulghum  and 
Mr.  S.  T.  Winborne  were  elected  as  deacons.  In 
1940  Mr.  J.  T.  Boykin  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Boykin 
were  added  to  the  board  of  deacons.  Mr.  Edgar 
Strickland  and  Mr.  Charles  Boykin  were  elected  to 
the  board  of  deacons  in  1953,  making  a  total  of 
seven  serving  our  church  at  that  time. 

In  1956  Mr.  Ferby  Fulghum  was  elected  as  a 
deacon.  In  1958  Mr.  Monroe  Boykin  and  Mr.  S. 
Edward  Boykin  were  elected  as  deacons.  That 
same  year,  1958,  the  church  adopted  the  rotation 
system  for  deacons.  Our  present  board  of  deacons 
is:  Mr.  Elmer  Deans,  Mr.  Irvin  Morris,  Dr.  R.  D. 
Richards,  Mr.  Monroe  Boykin,  Donnie  H.  Nichols 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Boykin.  The  present  trustees  are 
Monroe  Boykin  and  Mr.  Ferby  Fulghum. 

In  1940  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association  was 
again  held  at  this  church.  Reverend  R.  H.  Herrings 
was  the  pastor  of  this  church  at  that  time. 

The  church  has  made  much  progress  along  all  lines. 
As  the  membership  increased  the  choir  left  and 
Sunday  School  Rooms  were  added  to  the  church. 
In  1934,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Boykin  organized  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  here  which  has  been  a  most 
beneficial  organization.  The  women  of  this  society 
have  contributed  much  toward  growth  of  this 
church  in  recent  years.  Also  our  Sunday  School  has 


meant  much  to  this  church  and  community.  The 
first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at  our  church 
in  June  1947. 

Reverend  Charles  Carroll  conducted  the  Bible 
School.  We  had  an  enrollment  of  108.  We  have 
held   a   Vacation    Bible    School  every  year  since. 

Reverend  R.  E.  Jones  was  called  as  pastor  of  the 
church  March  4,  1951,  and  he  served  until  April 
24,  1960  when  he  resigned  to  become  Missionary 
to  the  Union  Association. 

Our  first  Homecoming  was  held  the  4th  Sunday  in 
October  1951. 

November  1951  the  Baptist  Training  Union  was 
organized  with  Miss  Esta  Mae  Atkinson  as  director. 

On  August  10,  1952,  the  church  in  conference 
voted  to  begin  a  remodeling  program  which  in- 
cluded brick  veneering  the  building.  The  following 
were  elected  to  serve  on  the  building  committee: 
Mr.  Elmer  Deans,  Mr.  Russell  Bullock,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Boykin,  Mr.  G.  M-  Boykin  and  Mr.  William  Ful- 
ghum.  Elected  to  serve  on  the  finance  committee 
were:  Mr.  Roy  Thomas  Boykin,  Miss  Esta  Mae 
Atkinson,  Mrs.  Thad  Sharp,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Lelan  Ful- 
ghum,  Mrs.  Frances  Fulghum,  Mrs.  Pearl  Glover, 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Boykin,  Miss  Mavis  Boykin,  Thad  Sharp, 
Jr.,  Mr.  Frank  Nichols  and  Mr.  Edgar  Strickland, 
Chairman. 

In  the  fall  of  1953  the  church  interior  was  again  re- 
modeled. A  choir  loft  and  two  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  added.  Also  a  gas  heating  system  was 
installed.  Early  in  1955,  new  pulpit  furniture  was 
bought. 

At  regular  conference  September  12,  1953,  Mr. 
Charles  Boykin  announced  that  he  and  his  family 
wanted  to  give  a  lot  for  the  parsonage  when  the 
church  was  ready  to  build  one. 

In  1955,  we  increased  our  preaching  services  to  the 
2,  3  and  4th  Sundays. 

On  Homecoming  Day,  October  28,  1956,  in  the 
afternoon  ground  breaking  exercises  were  held  on 
the  lot  for  the  parsonage.  The  offering  for  the  day, 
$2,615.57  was  placed  in  the  building  fund.  The 
first  pillar  was  laid  for  the  parsonage  January  1, 
1957.  On  April  18, 1957  thepastor,Mr.  P.  E.Jones 
and  his  family  moved  into  the  parsonage.  The  same 
year,  1957,  the  church  went  on  full  time  preaching 
services. 


church  on  August  14,  1960  and  serves  until  March 
5,  1967. 

Our  regular  conference  September  1960,  the 
church  voted  to  begin  to  make  plans  to  enlarge  our 
church  building  by  building  our  present  education- 
al building. 

On  Sunday,  October  29,  1961,  at  the  close  of  the 
morning  worship  service,  we  assembled  in  Fellow- 
ship in  the  site  of  our  educational  building  and 
ground  breaking  services  were  held.  Mr.  Thad 
Sharp,  Jr.  was  elected  chairman  of  the  building 
committee.  Following  a  dedicatory  service  and 
prayer  of  Thanksgiving  for  this  new  building,  Sun- 
day, March  18,  1962  we  began  to  use  this  new 
building. 

At  regular  conference  June  11,  1963,  Mr.  T.  P. 
Sharp  resigned  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
after  having  served  for  many  years.  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Boykin  was  elected  Superintendent  September  17, 
1963,  and  he  is  still  serving  in  this  capacity. 

On  March  15,  1966,  in  regular  conference,  the  fol- 
lowing were  elected  to  serve  on  a  steering  commit- 
tee to  study  and  make  plans  for  the  renovation  of 
the  church  sanctuary:  Mrs.  Frances  Fulghum,  Mrs. 
R.  D.  Richards,  Mrs.Janeth  Smith,  and  MissBrenda 
Boyette. 

The  church,  in  conference  on  June  11,  1968,  voted 
to  begin  this  renovation  program.  The  building 
committee  was  composed  of  the  following:  Dr.  R. 
D.  Richards,  Thad  Sharp,  Jr.,  Ferby  Fulghum, 
Elmer  Deans,  Irvin  Morris,  Monroe  Boykin,  L.  F. 
Glover,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Richards,  Mrs.  Frances  Fulghum, 
and  Charles  B.  Boykin,  Chairman. 

Elected  to  serve  on  the  finance  committee  were  the 
following:  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Boykin,  Mrs.  George 
Richards,  Esta  Mae  Atkinson,  Donnie  Hugh  Nichols 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Boykin. 

Work  began  January  1,  1969,  and  on  Easter  Sun- 
day, April,  1969,  services  were  held  in  the  newly 
renovated  sanctuary. 

In  1970,  Mr.  Reuben  Strickland  was  elected  Church 
Treasurer  and  is  still  serving  in  this  capacity. 

In  the  late  summer  of  1971,  the  church  in  confer- 
ence voted  to  purchase  a  Conn  Organ,  which  has 
meant  so  much  to  our  music  program.  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Glover  is  our  present  organist  and  Mrs.  Guy  Moore, 
Choir  Director. 


Mr.   Charles    Smith   was   called    as   pastor  of  our 


Following    the    death    of  Mrs.   Pauline   Boykin   in 


December  of  1974,  Mrs.  Ruth  Stott  was  elected  to 
the  duty  of  Church  Clerk. 

In  Church  conference  in  October  of  1975,  the 
group  voted  to  landscape  the  church  grounds.  This 
work  was  completed  in  December. 

Our  present  pastor  Reverend  Guy  C.  Moore  was 
called  July  11,  1967,  we  are  looking  forward  to 
greater  achievements  from  this  church  as  time  goes 


We  are  justly  proud  of  our  church  here;  its  growth 
and  progress  are  a  great  asset  to  this  community. 
We  are  also  grateful  to  those  faithful  men  and  wo- 
men, now  passed  on,  who  first  caught  a  vision  of 
what  a  church  would  mean  to  this  community,  and 
who  labored  so  diligently  for  its  existence. 

This  history  first  begun  by  Miss  Marie  Winborne. 

Amended  in  1962  by  Mrs.  Pauline  Boykin. 

Brought  up  to  date  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Stott. 

Edited  by  Reverend  Guy  C.  Moore,  January,  1976. 


THANKSGIVING  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Thanksgiving!  What  a  beautiful  name  for  a  church. 
With  a  name  like  Thanksgiving  the  congregation 
should  be  aware  of  its  blessings  and  constantly  give 
thanks  to  God. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  a  former  church  clerk, 
Mr.  Wiley  Earp,  Thanksgiving  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  in  1900. 

In  the  spring  of  1897,  a  few  Baptist  families, 
having  no  church  in  the  area,  met  at  Earp's  School 
House  to  organize  a  Sunday  School.  The  Sunday 
School  was  somewhat  different  from  ours  today. 
The  song  books  were  the  "old  timey  Baptist 
Psalmody  Hymns".  The  only  literature  they  used 
consisted  of  the  Bible.  The  Sunday  School  opened 
with  singing,  "those  that  could".  The  singing  was 
followed  by  a  prayer.  Then,  all  who  could  read, 
stood  in  a  line  and  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible  verse 
by  verse.  Afterwards,  there  was  prayer  and  the 
benediction. 

The  Sunday  School  grew  in  numbers  and  interest 
until  cold  weather.  Then  according  to  Mr.  Earp's 
record,  "The  families  went  into  winter  quarters". 
As  soon  as  spring  came,  the  Sunday  School  opened 
again  with  more  enthusiam  than  ever.  The  mem- 
bers decided  that  a  singing  school  would  be  helpful; 
especially,  to  teach  the  young  people  to  sing 
shaped  notes.  Enough  money  was  raised  to  pay 
Mr.  Vince  Winbourn  to  teach  the  people  the 
"rudiments  of  music".  Mr.  Wiley  Earp  states  in  his 
record  "they  were  real  anxious  to  learn  and  we 
soon  had  a  good  choir.  This  drew  many  people  to 
the  Sunday  School  to  hear  the  singing". 

Shortly  after  the  second  year  of  the  Sunday 
School,  Mr.  J.  M.  Beaty  of  Smithfield  who  was  on 
the  Executive  Board  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Associ- 
ation, passed  by  as  the  Sunday  School  was  adjourn- 
ing. He  stopped  and  asked  why  so  many  people 
were  gathered  at  the  little  school  house.  The 
people  told  him  it  was  just  a  little  neighborhood 
Sunday  School.  Mr.  Beaty  said  they  should  have  a 
preacher  to  come  and  preach  to  such  a  group.  They 
told  Mr.  Beaty  that  Mr.  Worley  Creech  was  the 
nearest  preacher  around  and  his  time  was  filled. 
Thus,  they  knew  of  no  available  preacher.  Mr.  Beaty 
said  he  would  find  someone  to  preach  for  them.  In 
a  few  days,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School  saying  that  Rev.  Duncan 
McLeod  who  was  pastor  at  Selma  Baptist  Church 
and  Wilson  Mills  Baptist  Church  would  come  on 
Sunday  afternoon  to  preach  for  them. 


Thanksgiving  Baptist  Church 

Route  1,  Selma,  N.  C. 

That  Sunday  afternoon  he  came,  and  the  little 
school  house  was  filled.  After  the  service,  and 
arrangement  was  made  for  him  to  come  and 
preach  one  Sunday  afternoon  a  month.  The 
attendance  was  good,  and  in  the  fall,  Mr.  McLeod 
held  a  revival.  There  were  several  professions  of 
faith.  The  revival  resulted  in  a  plan  to  organize  a 
Baptist  Church. 


The  church  was  organized  on  Thanksgiving  Day  in 
1900.  The  organization  took  the  place  of  the 
regular  Sunday  School.  Afterwards,  a  picnic  lunch 
was  spread  on  the  grounds  and  "a  real  hour  of 
fellowship  was  shared".  After  lunch,  everyone 
returned  to  the  school  house  where  Rev.  John  W. 
Suttle,  who  later  became  President  of  the  State 
Baptist  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  preached 
the  first  sermon  for  the  newly  organized  church. 
His  subject  was  "Tact".  The  sermon  must  have 
been  long  remembered.  After  the  sermon,  the 
church  held  its  first  conference,  and  Mr.  Suttle 
suggested  the  church  be  called  "Thanksgiving" 
since  it  was  organized  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  All 
agreed  this  was  the  thing  to  do  and  so  voted.  The 
new  church  extended  to  the  Rev.  Duncan  McLeod 
a  unanimous  call  to  be  their  pastor.  He  accepted 
the  call.  The  church  elected  the  following  deacons: 
G.  C.  Earp  and  W.  R.  Parrish.  Mr.  G.  C.  Earp  was 
elected  church  clerk.  The  charter  members  were: 
Mrs.  Marcline  Earp,  W.  R.  Parrish,  Mrs.  Ellen  Earp, 
Mr.  Eddie  Murphy,  Mrs.  Emily  Wall,  Miss  Lucy 
Wall,  G.  C.   Earp,  Ida  Murphy,  and  W.  G.  Earp. 


The  new  church  met  in  the  school  house  for 
another  year,  but  began  work  at  once  to  build  a 
house  of  worship.  G.  C.  Earp  gave  the  timber  and 
the  people  in  the  community  cut  the  logs  and 
carried  them  to  J.  D.  Eason's  saw  mill.  They  sawed 
and  dressed  the  timber  and  Mr.  Beaty  would  come 
by  occasionally  and  contribute  something  towards 
the  expenses.  Rev.  McLeod  drew  the  plans  for  the 
church  and  the  people  helped  build  it.  They  work- 
ed with  untiring  efforts  and  by  August  1901,  the 
new  church  building  was  finished  on  the  outside. 
The  men  went  into  the  woods  and  sawed  blocks 
and  placed  planks  on  them  for  seats.  Later  they 
provided  better  seats.  Mr.  John  Holt  of  Wilson 
Mills  made  the  seats  and  when  the  church  paid 
him,  he  gave  the  church  a  book  stand  for  the  pulpit. 

In  August  1901  Pastor  McLeod  held  another 
revival  in  the  new  church.  In  the  record  of  the 
church  clerk,  it  was  said  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord  seemed  to  fill  the  church.  The  hearts  of 
Christians  and  sinners  were  touched. 

When  the  Johnston  County  Baptist  Association 
was  organized  out  of  the  Raleigh  Association 
November  27,  1903  Thanksgiving  Church  went 
into  the  new  association.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  during  the  course  of  the  meeting  Thanksgiving 
pledged  $1.00  for  ministerial  education,  $7.50  for 
state  missions,  $1.50  for  ministerial  relief,  $2.50 
for  home  missions  and  $1.50  for  foreign  missions, 
and  $2.00  for  the  orphanage  which  was  a  total  of 
$15.00.  This  was  an  average  amount  for  the 
churches  of  the  association.  At  this  time  Thanks- 
giving had  only  27  members.  M.  A.  Adams,  who 
was  pastor  took  a  collection  of  $49.72  to  pay  on 
the  indebtedness  of  Thanksgiving  Church.  In  1903 
total  value  of  the  church  property  was  $800.00, 
the    average    Sunday    School    attendance    was   35. 

The  church  struggled  along,  pastors  came  and  went. 
These  years  were  hard  and  there  was  little  money. 
Several  times  Captain  Earp,  would  close  the  church 
doors  and  no  one  was  allowed  to  leave  until  the 
necessary  money  was  raised.  Sunday  School  and 
church  continued  in  the  summer  months  but 
ceased  in  the  winter  months. 

Then  about  1940  a  certain  problem  came  up  that 
was  to  play  a  large  part  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
When  some  of  the  church  members  died,  the  con- 
gregation realized  they  had  no  burial  ground.  They 
bought  four  acres  of  land  from  the  Rebecca 
Garner  farm  but  the  only  way  to  the  cemetery  was 
through  the  cotton  field.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
buy  a  right-a-way  for  a  road  to  the  cemetery,  but 
the  owner  would  not  sell.  Then  Dr.  R.  E.  Earp, 
who    was    a    member  of  the   church,   offered   the 


church  17  acres  of  land  for  the  church  grounds  and 
cemetery  which  was  located  on  highway  42,  and 
the  offer  included  moving  the  church  building  and 
repairing  it  without  cost  to  the  church.  Although 
the  vote  was  not  unanimous,  with  four  no  votes, 
the  church  accepted  the  offer  and  the  building  was 
moved. 

During  the  depression  years,  rural  churches  had  a 
difficult  time  financially.  People  had  heard  of  the 
"Lord's  Acre"  plan  which  was  being  used  success- 
fully in  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  western 
North  Carolina.  In  1936  Rev.  C.  W.  Teague,  pastor 
of  a  three-church  circuit  which  included  Thanks- 
giving, proposed  the  auction  plan  to  church 
members.  The  Lord's  Acre  plan  was  begun  imme- 
diately. "Harvest  Day"  as  it  was  called  began  with 
a  worship  service,  then  came  a  bounteous  picnic 
lunch,  and  finally  the  auction.  On  the  day  of  the 
Harvest  Sale,  the  community  of  Thanksgiving  (not 
just  church  members)  brought  their  products  for 
the  sale.  The  church  lawn  looked  like  the  setting 
of  a  small  county  fair.  Around  the  platform  where 
the  Lord's  Auction  was  conducted,  one  saw  coops 
of  chickens  and  turkeys,  pigs,  goats,  steers.  There 
were  tiers  of  shelves  filled  with  farm  produce: 
baskets  of  potatoes,  eggs,  hams,  jars  of  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables,  sacks  of  corn,  and  delicious 
cakes.  Hanging  on  a  wire  were  homemade  quilts, 
tablecloth.es,  napkins,  and  handmade  rugs.  These 
were  gifts  of  the  people  to  the  Lord,  the  very  best 
of  their  produce  to  be  turned  into  cash  money  for 
the  use  of  the  Lord's  work.  These  items  were  sold 
by  expert  auctioneers,  usually  who  were  James 
Earp  and  Everitt  Moore. 

The  results  of  Harvest  Day  were  remarkable.  The 
church  usually  had  an  annual  budget  of  $400.00  or 
$500.00  a  year.  Most  Harvest  Days  $5,000.00  was 
raised  and  by  this  system  the  church  was  brought 
from  poverty  to  prosperity.  The  auction  was  a 
community  affair  when  people  in  the  church  and 
community  worked  together  to  promote  Harvest 
Day.  This  resulted  in  a  strong  fellowship  in  the 
community.  The  following  have  been  speakers  for 
the  Harvest  Days: 

Rev.  W.  O.  Rosser,  Smithfield  1936 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Teague,  Smithfield  1937 

Rev.  E.  C.  Keller,  Dunn  1938 

1939 
1940 
Rev.  C.  L.  Gillespie,  Smithfield  1941 

Dr.  F.  C.  Freezor,  Raleigh  1942 

Dr.  F.  G.  Greer,  Thomasville  1943 

Dr.  O.  T.  Binkley,  Wake  Forest  1944 

Rev.  L.  B.  Moseley,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  1945 

Mr.  C.  F.  Gaddy,  Raleigh  1946 

Dr.  I.  G.  Greer,  Thomasville  1947 


Rev.  G.  A.  Hendricks,  Apex 
Rev.  G.  A.  Hendricks,  Apex 
Dr.  C.  E.  Maddry,  Raleigh 
Gov.  Kerr  Scott,  Haw  River 


1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 


A  few  years  after  1951,  the  church  discontinued 
the  annual  Harvest  Day,  and  instead,  voted  to  have 
Homecoming  on  the  fourth  Sunday  each  October. 
This  practice  has  continued  to  the  present. 

In  the  early  1950's  the  congregation  moved  from 
the  old  church  building  to  the  first  phase  of  the 
new  church  plant,  what  is  now  the  educational 
space.  In  the  early  1960's  the  new  sanctuary  was 
built.  At  present  Thanksgiving  Baptist  Church  has 
facilities,  including  a  pastor's  home,  valued  at 
$100,000.00.  There  are  140  resident  members 
(1972).  The  following  ministers  have  served  the 
church: 


Duncan  McLeod 

J.  W.  Noble 

J.  W.  Smith 

M.  A.  Adams 

J.  W.  Harrell 

G.  B.  Early 

W.  E.  Royal 

Worley  Creech 

A.  L.  Hocutt 

J.  U.  Teague 

C.  E.  Stevens 

R.  R.  Lanier 

J.  E.  Dupree 

B.  B.  Townsend 

R.  M.  Von  Miller 

S.  W.  Oldham 


W.  T.  Evans 

W.J.Crain 

R.  M.  Von  Miller 

C.  W.  Teague 

A.  A.  Pippen 

G.  E.  Motley 

T.  M.  Freeman 

C.  W.  Teague 

R.  S.  Harrell 

L.  C.  Robinson 

H.  G.  Motley 

C.  A.  McLellan 

E.  R.  York 

J. T.  Parker 

W.  Province 

M.  K.  Moore 


(Words    in    quotation    marks    are   taken    from   old 
minutes.) 

Mrs.  Leah  Earp 


PARRISH  MEMORIAL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


In  the  Autumn  of  1900  N.  H.  Parrish  of  Saint 
Stephens,  S.  C.  returned  to  his  old  home  place  in 
Johnston  County.  He  selected  a  site  for  a  church 
building  adjoining  the  Parrish  family  cemetery.  He 
and  a  small  group,  who  later  became  charter  mem- 
bers, provided  funds  and  erected  a  building.  Upon 
request  to  the  State  Mission  Board,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Nobles  presided  over  the  first  service  held  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  February,  1901  at  three  o'clock. 

Services  were  continued  each  second  Sunday  until 
July.  During  the  month  of  July  a  series  of  meetings 
were  held  and  at  eleven  o'clock  Wednesday,  July  17, 
1901,  the  church  was  organized  with  twenty  char- 
ter members.  The  church  was  named  Parrish  Memo- 
rial in  memory  of  Jacob  and  Willie  Parrish.  Their 
children,  N.  H.,  Samuel  Parrish,  Jermina  Hinnant 
and  Elizabeth  Batten  were  among  the  first  charter 
members.  The  other  charter  members  were  L.  R. 
Batten  and  wife,  C.  L.  Batten  and  wife,  Jacob  F. 
Watson  and  wife,  D.  W.  Pender  and  wife,  Louisa 
Creech,  Bessie  Turner,  J.  B.  Turner,  J.  G.  Creech, 
J.  D.  Creech,  J.  E.  Burgess,  Fred  Batten  and  Mattie 
Batten. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Nobles  was  elected  as  the  first  pastor 
with  a  salary  of  $25.00  a  year.  C.  L.  Batten  and 
J.  F.  Watson  were  ordained  as  the  first  deacons. 

N.  H.  Parrish  gave  four  acres  of  land,  a  part  to  be 
used  for  a  cemetery  and  the  remainder  to  be  cul- 
tivated each  year  with  the  proceeds  given  to  the 
church.  The  seats  for  the  church  were  built  by 
C.  L.  Batten  and  Cader  Broadwell,  and  small  oak 
trees  were  planted  to  make  the  church  grounds 
more  presentable. 

On  October  7,  1903,  the  church  met  in  conference 
to  appoint  its  first  delegates  to  the  association  held 
in  Smithfield;  and  to  adopt  its  first  budget.  The 
pastor's  salary  was  raised  to  $26.85,  $5.00  for 
State  Missions,  $1.00  for  Ministrial  Education  and 
Aged  Ministers  and  $1.00  to  Orphanage. 

In  1948  the  value  of  the  church  property  was  esti- 
mated at  $3,000  and  the  total  debt  was  only  $81.10. 

The  church  grew  and  in  1951  rooms  were  added 
for  the  expanding  Sunday  School. 

On  November  20,  1960  the  decision  was  made  to 
build  a  new  church,  and  construction  began  on 
December  31,  1960.  April  6,  1966,  marked  the 
last  meeting  held  in  the  old  building.  The  first 
service  held  in  the  new  building  was  Easter  sunrise 


Parrish  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

service,  April  10,  1966,  with  105  in  attendance. 
The  sanctuary  and  lower  level  of  the  educational 
building  were  used  by  the  Sunday  School,  and  by 
September  1968,  the  upper  level  of  the  education 
building  was  put  into  service. 

In  February  1969,  the  old  building  was  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder  and  torn  down. 

The  church  continued  to  grow  and  in  July,  1969 
services  went  full  time.  The  first  baptism  held  in 
the  new  baptistery  was  on  May  16,  1971.  In  the 
years  that  have  followed  a  steeple  was  added  and 
the  church  has  added  to  its  mission  efforts  with 
the  purchase  of  a  bus  and  through  a  weekly  radio 
program. 

Since  August  6,  1944,  when  Worth  Braswell  was 
ordained  to  preach  the  gospel,  Sherrill  Lane, 
Thomas  Pearce,  Gordon  Parrish,  and  Harold  Medlir. 
have  dedicated  their  lives  to  God's  call  from  the 
membership  of  the  church. 

So  as  N.  H.  Parrish  said,  "Marble  stone  in  memory 
Church  of  the  Living  God,  will  stand  forever". 

Membership  407  today. 

Mrs.  Linwood  Price,  Church  Clerk  1976 

Pastors  of  Parrish  Memorial  Baptist  Church 


Rev.  J.  W.  Nobles 
Rev.  E.J.  Rodgers 


Rev.  R.  W.  Han-ell 
Rev.  Dupree 


Rev.  J.  M.  Duncan 
Rev.  Huggins 
Rev.  D.  E.  Vipperman 
Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin,  Sr. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Lambert 
Rev.  E.  L.  Parker 
Rev.  Bob  Coats 
Rev.  Lawrence  Evans 
Rev.  L.  W.  Godwin,  Jr. 


Rev.  E.  P.  West 

Rev.  A.  N.  Corpenton 

Rev.  J.  W.  Rose 

Rev.  A.  D.  Parrish 

Rev.  L.  W.  Fields 

Rev.  Billy  Godwin 

Rev.  W.  W.  Turner 

Rev.  Robert  Woodson 

Rev.  Bill  Cashwell 


Rev.  Leslie  V.  Allen  Rev.  Harold  Medlin 

Rev.  Johnny  New,  Interim  Pastor 


C.  L.  Batten 
J.  W.  Watson 


Original  Trustees 


John  G.  Creech 


D.  W.  Pender 
Andrew  Parrish 


HOOD'S  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Hood's  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  organized  Satur- 
day night,  October  17,  1903,  with  Rev.  J.  W. 
Suttle  and  W.  G.  Hall  organizing.  These  Christians 
met  regularly  in  a  small  frame  building  called 
Sandy  Grove  School.  There  were  23  names  pre- 
sented for  charter  membership.  They  were:  J.  B. 
Hood,  W.  A.  Rose,  J.  F.  Jernigan,  D.  J.  Wood, 
G.  W.  Naylor,  C.  A.  Rose,  T.  A.  Lee,  W.  A.  Pheleps, 
Y.  L.  Blackmail,  and  Joseph  W.  Wood;  and  Sisters 
Missouri  Hood,  Emily  Rose,  Flora  Lassiter,  Mattie 
Hood,  Annie  Lassiter,  Lydia  Wood,  Frakie  George, 
Clyda  Barefoot,  Anna  Wood,  Sallie  Lee,  Pennie 
Naylor,  Susan  Lee,  and  Loanie  Hudson. 

After  the  Church  covenant  was  read  and  adopted 
unanimously,  the  charge  was  delivered  by  Brother 
Suttle,  the  first  pastor.  The  church  adopted  the 
Philadephia  Articles  of  Faith.  The  church  decided 
on  "Hood's  Grove"  as  the  name  of  the  new  church. 
All  male  members  were  elected  to  serve  on  the 
building  committee. 

The  first  deacons  were  elected  January  19,  1904. 
They  were  J.  B.  Hood,  W.  A.  Rose,  and  G.  W. 
Naylor.  The  church  clerk  was  Joseph  W.  Wood,  and 
Treasurer  was  D.  J.  Wood. 

The  first  services  were  held  in  the  new  building  in 
1905.  There  was  a  progressive  record  from  then  till 
1911.  From  1912  to  1928  the  church  did  not 
make  much  progress.  There  were  times  when  there 
was  no  pastor,  and  many  of  the  members  moved 
away.  With  the  work  of  a  faithful  few,  however, 
the  church  continued  to  carry  on. 

Then  in  1937  the  church  began  to  grow.  The  need 
for  Sunday  School  rooms  was  seen,  and  for  the 
next  few  years,  this  was  a  major  project.  The  new 
addition  was  completed  in  1949. 

Down  through  the  years,  other  additions  have  been 
made,  increasing  the  usefulness  and  beauty  of  the 
church.  In  1961  a  vestibule  was  built,  and  in  1963, 
cement  walks  were  laid.  A  Fellowship  Hall  was 
built  in  1966,  and  heating  and  air-conditioning 
plants  were  installed  in  1970.  The  church  was  fully 
carpeted  in  1975. 


Hood's  Grove  Baptist  Church 


The  church  has  made  much  progress  along  all  lines. 
Since  1903,  the  membership  has  grown  from  23  to 
120.  Hood's  Grove  Church  stands  today  because  of 
loyalty  and  faithfulness  to  Christ  and  to  this 
church. 


PASTORS  -  The  Reverends 


J.  W.  Suttle 
N.  W.  Gibbs 
D.  F.  Putman 
J.  W.  Watson 
J.  W.  Nobles 
R.  P.  Ellington 
Rollins 
J.  L.  Lanier 
Tom  Hood 
Bob  Smith 
Sam  Hudson 
J.  L.  Powers 
L.  R.  Tate 
J.  S.  Cornell 


G.  P.  Lanier 

Howard  Pipkins 

E.  C.  Keller 

H.  G.  Bryant 

A.  C.  McCall 

Joe  R.  Puckett 

E.  N.  Teague 

George  White 

C.  W.  Braswell 

Hugh  C.  Upchurch 

Phillip  McLean 

Sherrill  Lane 

Leon  Tart 

Leonard  Braswell 


Dennis  Guy 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(MICRO) 


Several  people,  that  were  interested  in  organizing  a 
j  church  in  the  small  town  of  Jerome,  invited 
Rev.  Worley  Creech  and  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell  to  come 
and  hold  a  week  of  services  in  the  small  school 
building.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  with  the  aid 
of  Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle,  a  church  was  organized, 
August  1904,  with  eleven  charter  members  as 
follows:  David  Pace  and  wife,  Harriet  Pace,  L.  L. 
Creech  and  wife,  Catheline  Creech,  D.  C.  Smith 
and  wife,  Elizabeth  Smith,  all  of  whom  came  from 
Bethany  Baptist  Church;  C.  L.  Batten  and  wife, 
Lemma  Batten,  from  Parrish  Memorial  Baptist 
Church;  W.  E.  Smith  from  Carter's  Chapel  Baptist 
Church;  Misses  Lou  and  Gertrude  Pittman  on 
profession  of  faith  and  baptism. 

Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell  was  the  first  pastor.  C.  L.  Batten 
and  L.  L.  Creech  served  as  Deacons  and  W.  E.  Smith 
served  as  first  clerk.  Preaching  services  were  held 
once  a  month.  Also  a  Sunday  School  was  organized 
and  met  each  Sunday  in  the  afternoon  in  the 
school  building. 

A  lot  was  purchased  in  December,  1904,  and  plans 
were  made  to  start  building.  On  the  day  the  mem- 
bers met  to  begin  the  building,  Rev.  Worley  Creech 
met  with  them  and  a  prayer  service  was  held,  at 
which  time  he  advised  them  to  "Build  big  and 
build  for  the  future". 

There  were  only  five  male  members  so  the  building 
of  the  church  was  a  hard  struggle.  After  all  avail- 
able funds  were  exhausted,  the  five  members 
borrowed  $150.00  from  the  Bank  of  Selma  by  the 
aid  of  which  the  building  was  completed  enough  to 
hold  services  in  sometime  in  the  Spring  of  1906. 
On    September    28,    1906,    they    paid    the   loan. 

At  the  close  of  the  church  year  in  1905,  the  church 
reported  to  the  Association  number  of  members, 
nine;  number  on  roll  in  the  Sunday  School,  85; 
average  attendance,  40.  Expenses  for  Sunday 
School  year  $6.00. 

In  1906  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organ- 
ized and  also  a  Sunbeam  Band  for  children  to 
study  missions. 

The  pulpit  stand  was  the  first  piece  of  furniture 
bought  for  the  church.  The  ends  of  the  pews  were 
bought  and  the  pews  were  constructed  at  the 
church.  The  first  pulpit  Bible  was  given  by  a  travel- 
ing salesman.  The  first  winter  the  church  was 
occupied  was  a  mild  winter.  This  was  fortunate  as 
the  church  had  not  been  able  to  purchase  a  stove. 


First  Baptist  Church 

Micro,  North  Carolina 

During  the  first  years  the  State  Mission  Board 
helped  to  keep  the  pulpit  supplied;  therefore,  some 
of   the  pastors  would  stay  for  a  short  time  only. 

Rev.  D.  D.  Edwards  was  pastor  in  1907.  This  was 
the  year  Mr.  N.  H.  Parrish  from  St.  Stephens,  S.  C, 
donated  an  organ  to  the  church.  Rev.  J.  W.  Nobles 
was  pastor  in  1908.  Oscar  Mozingo  was  church 
clerk.  Rev.  W.  C.  Royal  was  pastor  in  1909. 

In  1910,  the  church  called  Rev.  J.  W.  Smith  and  he 
served  as  pastor  for  three  years.  It  was  in  1910  that 
a  bell  was  purchased  and  placed  on  a  frame  in  the 
yard.  About  three  or  four  years  later  a  steeple  was 
built  and  the  bell  hung  there.  About  this  time  a 
Wednesday  night  prayer  service  was  started.  During 
these  years  the  church  had  been  finished  on  the 
inside.  Corners  had  been  curtained  off  for  Sunday 
School  rooms;  and  at  one  time,  there  was  a  very 
active  Baraea  and  Philathea  Class. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Gibbs  served  in  1913  and  part  of  1914. 
Leonard  Pace  was  church  clerk.  Rev.  J.  H.  Beck 
was  pastor  in  1915  and  D.  H.  Jones  was  church 
clerk. 

In  1916  Rev.  W.  D.  Pridgen  was  called  as  pastor 
and  while  he  was  here  the  church  invited  Rev.  Theo 
to  come  with  his  tent  and  hold  a  revival  service.  He 
came  in  September  and  pitched  the  tent  just  across 
the  road  from  the  church.  It  was  a  wonderful  meet- 
ing indeed  and  at  the  close  there  were  35  for 
baptism  and  nine  came  by  letter. 


Rev.  G.  W.  Rollins  was  pastor  in  1917  and  1918. 
This  was  the  time  of  the  first  World  War  and  the 
terrible  plague  of  influenza.  The  situation  became 
so  serious  that  the  people  were  asked  to  suspend 
meetings  for  a  while.  I  still  remember  how  silent 
and  sod  the  Sunday  mornings  seemed. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Brown  served  as  pastor  in  1920  and 
S.  C.  Batten  as  church  clerk.  Mr.  J.  M.  Beaty 
bought  the  lot  between  the  church  and  the  road  on 
September  24,  1920,  for  $300.00,  as  he  thought 
there  would  be  a  day  when  the  church  would  need 
it.  The  trustees  appointed  at  that  time  were  L.  M. 
Ausley,  J.  F.  Batten,  and  R.  C.  Pearce. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Stancil  was  called  as  pastor  in  1921  and 
served  two  years. 

In  1923  Rev.  A.  R.  Creech  was  called  as  pastor  and 
served  for  seven  years.  The  church  clock  was 
bought  in  1927.  G.  F.  Brown  was  elected  Clerk  in 
1928.  In  1929  the  town  Commissioners  gave  the 
highway  force  permission  to  dig  dirt  from  the 
street  in  front  of  the  church.  This  made  it  neces- 
sary to  build  a  cement  wall  bordering  the  street 
and  highway. 

In  1930  Mr.  Preston  Mozingo  gave  to  the  church  an 
individual  Communion  Service. 

Rev.  M.  M.  Johnson  served  as  pastor  1931,  1932, 
and  1933.  D.  H.  Jones  was  church  clerk  in  1931 
and  1932  and  W.  A.  Boykin  in  1933.  Rev.  Ford  A. 
Burns  was  pastor  in  1934  and  H.  C.  Braswell  was 
Church  Clerk. 

In  1935  Rev.  A.  R.  Creech  was  called  as  pastor  a 
second  time  and  served  until  August  of  1940.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  roof  was  recovered,  the  windows 
were  replaced  and  a  vestibule  was  built.  Leland 
Batten  was  elected  Clerk  in  1938. 

Rev.  M.  E.  Reynolds  was  pastor  in  1941  and  N.  W. 
Wall  was  church  clerk.  Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin  was 
called  as  pastor  in  1942  and  served  for  five  years. 
Church  clerk  was  Arthur  Braswell.  In  1943  the 
church  bought  the  two  lots  south  of  the  church. 

In  1942  the  people  of  the  community  decided  to 
hold  a  prayer  service  every  day  for  the  men  in  the 
Armed  Forces.  It  was  agreed  to  meet  at  the  Baptist 
Church  each  day  at  4  o'clock.  The  bell  was  rung 
and  as  many  as  could  came  for  prayer.  It  was  a 
happy  day  indeed  when  the  news  came  that  the 
war  was  over.  This  time  the  bell  was  rung  for  the 
people  to  rejoice. 

During  these  years  the  church  would  hold  Harvest 


Day  and  a  Building  Fund  was  started  to  build  new 
or  remodel  the  church.  On  the  24th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1946,  the  church  ordained  Billie  Godwin  for 
the  ministry. 

Rev.  C.  E.  Crawford  was  pastor  in  1947  and  1948. 
Rev.  Hugh  C.  Upchurch  was  pastor  in  1949,  1950, 
and  1951.  During  this  time  the  ell  containing 
several  Sunday  School  rooms  was  built.  A  furnace 
installed,  new  overhead  lights  were  given  and  the 
church  painted  inside  and  out. 

Rev.  P.  P.  Hartsell  was  pastor  in  1952  and  1953. 
Mrs.  Edna  Earle  Price  was  church  clerk.  Rev.  Billie 
A.  Godwin  was  pastor  in  1954  and  1955.  In 
August  of  1954  the  church  celebrated  its  50th 
Anniversary.  The  church  had  purchased  new  pews, 
new  carpet,  new  pulpit  furniture,  and  also  electrical 
fixtures  had  been  given. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Coats  served  as  pastor  in  1958  and 
1959.  Rev.  Carl  J.  Hedrick  was  pastor  in  1960  and 
part  of  1961.  Mrs.  Reva  Batten  was  church  clerk. 
Rev.  A.  C.  McCall  served  as  supply  pastor  in  1961 
and  part  of  1962.  Rev.  Vernon  Braswell  was  pastor 
in  1962  to  1964.  Rev.  Charles  Carroll  was  called  as 
pastor  in  1965.  Mrs.  Grace  Creech  was  church  clerk. 
Rev.  Carroll  resigned  in  September,  1967. 

S.  C.  Batten  gave  an  organ  in  March  of  1968  to  the 
church  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lillie  Owens 
Batten. 

Shannon  Scott  was  called  as  supply  pastor.  On 
April  6,  1968,  the  Micro  Church  ordained  him  into 
the  ministry  and  called  him  as  pastor  of  the  church. 

During  the  years  the  church  had  continued  to  lay 
aside  for  the  Building  Fund.  On  August  20,  1969, 
construction  began.  At  that  time  they  had  in 
savings  $7,984.17.  Approximately  5,000  man 
hours  were  given  to  the  building  process.  A  total  of 
$17,690.31  has  been  spent,  not  including  the 
carpet  or  air  conditioner.  The  church  carpet  was 
laid  at  a  cost  of  $2,600.00.  A  $1,000.00  of  which 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Ainsley  in  honor  of  her 
father,  S.  C.  Batten.  The  cost  of  the  air  conditioner 
was  $2,250.00.  At  no  time  did  the  church  have  to 
go  in  debt.  Those  on  the  Building  Committee  were 
Lloyd  Batten,  Jr.,  Ralph  Moore,  Stratford  Batten, 
Arthur  Braswell,  Pervy  Parrish,  and  James  Creech. 

Donations  to  the  Window  Fund  were  by  Arthur 
Braswell  Family,  Sarah  Stancil,  W.  M.  Boykin 
Family,  D.  H.  Jones  Family,  R.  C.  Pearce  Family, 
J.  F.  Batten  Family,  S.  C.  Batten  Family,  Thurman 
Batten  Family,  V.  R.  Thomas  Family,  Ralph 
Moore  Family,  C.  L.  Wall  Family,  and  in  memory 
of  Rose  Aycock. 


Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  served  as  supply  pastor  the 
latter  part  of  1970.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Edwards  was 
called  as  pastor  December  1,  1970.  Mrs.  Jean 
Barnes  was  made  clerk  in  1970. 

On  May  30,  1971,  the  church  was  completed  and 
dedicated. 

Trustees  of  Church  -  Arthur  Boy  kin,  Leland 
Batten  and  Jarvis  Brown. 

Important    Events: 

—  The  church  was  air  conditioned  in  July,  1970. 

—  Sidewalks  poured  in  June,  1970. 

—  In  September,  1970,  our  church  voted  to  enter 
all  future  pastors  in  the  Pastoral  Retirement 
System. 

—  Baptistry  completed  in  July,  1971. 

—  Installed  water  cooler  in  June,  1972. 

—  October  17,  1971,  elected  Permanent  Historian. 
Committee:  Mrs.  Odessa  Jones,  Mrs.  Belva  Creech 
and  Mrs.  Shelby  Jean  Barnes. 

—  Church  Memorial  Fund  began  in  January,  1972 
by  Fred  Batten  Family  -  opened  for  all  Church 
Family  Memorial  Donations. 

—  New  memograph  machine  purchased  by  the 
church  in  January,  1973. 


—  Our  church  bell  was  placed  back  in  the  tower  in 
January,  1973. 

—  Church  sound  system  completely  installed,  given 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Gene  Barnes  and  Rhonda  in 
June,  1973. 

—  Wall  was  placed  on  lower  end  of  church  yard  in 
July,  1973. 

—  New  pews  and  classroom  furniture  was  placed  in 
Sunday  School  rooms  adjoining  the  auditorium  in 
September,  1973. 

—  Church  file  cabinet  with  fire-proof  box  was  pur- 
chased in  June,  1974. 

—  Church  adopted  By— Laws  and  Constitution  on 
October  6,  1974. 

—  Rev.  Thomas  Edwards'  last  Sunday  as  pastor  of 
our  church  was  March  2,  1975. 

—  Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  served  as  interim  pastor. 

—  Rev.  Leonard  Braswell  was  called  as  pastor  on 
May  4,  1975. 

—  Original  Church  Deed  of  1904  was  placed  in  the 
file  cabinet,  fire-proof  box  on  Sunday,  April  13 
1975  by  Mrs.  Belva  Creech. 

—  Church  Lighted  Steeple  was  erected  December  3, 
1975. 

Rev.  Thomas  R.  Edwards,  Pastor 
Shelby  Jean  Barnes,  Church  Clerk 


PAULINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Our  church,  Pauline  was  organized  in  1904  under  a 
bush  shelter  in  Bentonville  township  on  Route  1, 
Four  Oaks,  North  Carolina.  Nathan  Smith  of  the 
community  gave  one  acre  of  land  so  a  church  could 
be  built.  The  men  in  the  community  gave  and  cut 
the  logs.  First,  we  built  a  wood  frame  church.  Wc 
now  have  a  brick  church  and  have  built  an  edu- 
cational building. 

The  charter  members  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Beasley,  Allie  Creech  Allen,  William  B.  Joyner, 
Mary  Joyner,  Tom  Joyner,  and  Betty  Joyner. 
Rev.  Niles  Compton  is  our  pastor. 

Josephine  H.  Wood,  Clerk 


Pauline  Baptist  Church 
Route  1,  Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 


KENLY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


During  the  month  of  February  1906  a  group  of 
seven  men  and  women  met  and  decided  to  organ- 
ize a  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Through  the  help 
of  Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Smithfield  and  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrefl,  the  church 
was  organized  on  February  23. 

On  November  9,  1906  the  Kenly  Church  was 
admitted  to  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association.  At 
this  time  they  reported  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell  pastor, 
with  a  membership  of  seven. 

The  original  record  shows  the  seven  charter  mem- 
bers as  following:  Mrs.  Essie  Renfrow,  Mrs.  Ida 
Bailey,  Miss  Lillian  Ayers,  Miss  Kate  Darden,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Morris,  Mr.  B.  W.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Fred 
Richardson.  Each  of  the  members  were  received 
by  letters  from  their  home  churches. 

The  first  clerk  of  the  church  was  Mr.  B.  W.  Harris; 
and  the  first  deacons  were:  Mr.  C.  C.  Teague,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Allsbrook,  and  Mr.  B.  W.  Harris.  They  were 
elected  on  July  28,  1907. 

On  October  13,  1907,  Rev.  J.  W.  Nobles  was  called 
to  succeed  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell.  The  salary  stated  to 
be  $100.00  per  year.  It  was  under  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  Nobles  that  the  original  church  building 
was  erected. 

The  lot  on  which  the  building  was  erected  was 
given  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Bailey,  a  local  merchant,  a  town 
leader,  and  husband  of  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers. 

The  Pastors  having  served  the  church  are  as  fol- 
lows: Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell,  1906-1907;  Rev.  J.  W. 
Nobles,  1907-1910;  Rev.  George  H.  Johnson, 
1910-1911;  Rev.  J.  M.  Gibbs,  1913-1914;  Rev. 
David  E.  Vipperman,  1915-1916;  Rev.  R.  M.  Von 
Miller,  1916-1918;  Rev.  C.  E.  Stevens,  1920- 
1921;  Rev.  J.  S.  Johnson,  1921-1922;  Rev.  O.  A. 
Keller,  1922-1923;  Rev.  N.  H.  Shepherd,  1923- 
1924;  Rev.  W.  T.  Evans,  1924-1926;  Rev.  E.  W. 
Mason,  1928-1929;  Rev.  Jesse  McCarter,  1930- 
1932;  Rev.  Arthur  R.  Creech,  1933-1934;  Rev. 
Theo  B.  Davis,  1935-1941;  Rev.  Tom  Freeman, 
1942-1947;  Rev.  J.  L.  Jones,  1948-1952;  Rev. 
Glynn  Hill,  1953-1956;  Rev.  Earl  Crumpler, 
1957-1961;  Rev.  Frank  Bowers,  1961-1966; 
Rev.  Norman  Snodderly,  1966— 1970;  Rev.  George 
Knight,  1970-1973;  Rev.  James  Tucker,  1973- 
the  present  time. 

In   1911   during  the  time  Rev.  J.  H.  Johnson  was 


Kenly  Baptist  Church 

Kenly,  North  Carolina 

pastor,  an  additional  Sunday  school  room  was 
built.  This  was  done  with  the  help  of  Mr.  R.  O. 
Martin,  who  gave  his  time  and  money.  Mr.  Martin 
also  purchased  and  installed  the  bell  that  we  are 
still  using. 

There  were  periods  between  1928  and  1935  that 
the  church  had  no  pastor.  During  these  years  there 
was  much  discussion  of  closing  the  church  since 
the  members  had  decreased  and  funds  were  short. 
Due  to  the  faithfulness  of  a  few  old  members  and 
their  trust  in  God,  the  church  remained.  Pastors 
were  called,  the  prayers  were  answered,  interest 
revived,  and  the  church  began  to  grow. 

In  1942  Rev.  Tom  Freeman  came  as  our  Pastor.  At 
this  time  we  entered  a  church  field  with  the 
Thanksgiving  and  Pine  Level  Churches.  Our  church 
had  services  only  on  the  second  Sunday  each 
month. 

During  the  years  1942—1947  plans  were  adopted 
to  begin  remodeling  and  to  build  seven  new  class 
rooms. 

The  church  membership  had  increased  by  this  time 
to  103  members. 

Rev.  Glynn  Hill  became  our  pastor  in  1953.  At  this 
time  our  church  became  a  "half-time"  church,  with 
services  on  second  and  fourth  Sundays  of  each 
month.  It  constituted  a  field  with  Hales  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  Route  1,  Zebulon. 


In  1957  with  Rev.  Earl  Crumpler  as  our  pastor,  we  Our  church  statistics  at  the  present  time  are: 
finally  became  a  "full-time"  church  with  services  church  active  members  102;  Sunday  school  mem- 
morning  and  night.  bers  90. 

During  the  years  of  1966—1970  we  added  an  Edu- 
cational Building  and  air  condition  was  installed  Our  church  is  proud  of  our  Baptist  Heritage,  and 
through-out  the  church.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  at  we  pray   that   future  work  will  be  such  that  will 
this  time  we  are  completely  free  of  debt.  bring  more  honor  to  our  Lord. 


BENSON  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Benson  Grove  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Benson,  N.C. 


On  November  5,  1907,  Elders  A.  H.  Gibbs,  mission 
pastor  in  charge  and  D.  F.  Puttman  met  at  Barbour 
School  House  in  Johnston  County  near  Mr.  R.  M. 
Barbour's  house  with  a  few  others  who  desired  to 
organize  into  a  Baptist  Church. 

After  preaching  and  reading  the  church  covenant 
by  Elder  Puttman,  the  following  presented  them- 
selves asking  to  be  organized  as  a  church  —  J.  R. 
Benson,  Mary  Benson,  Annie  Morgan  and  Anna  P. 
Barbour.  The  church  was  named  Benson  Grove. 

In  November  1908,  Julian  Godwin,  D.  D.  Medlin 
and  Fannie  Medlin  were  received  into  the  church 
by  letter  from  the  Benson  Baptist  Church,  and 
Smithy  Benson  was  taken  under  the  watchcare  of 
the  church  waiting  for  her  letter  from  Buies  Creek. 

From  organization  until  August  of  1908,  services 
were  held  at  Barbour  School  House  each  second 
Sunday  evening  after  which  services  began  in  the 
open  air  on  one  and  one-half  acres  of  land  given  by 
Mr.  J.  R.  Benson  and  J.  Will  Benson  where  the 
church  is  today.  One-half  acre  on  the  southeastern 
end  to  be  used  as  a  cemetery  and  the  acre  for  the 
church  and  its  grounds.  The  first  trustees  of  the 
church  were:  J.  P.  Canaday,  D.  D.  Medlin,  J.  H. 
Boon  and  J.  R.  Benson. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Harrell,  Rev.  W.  C.  Church  and  others 
conducted  services  until  May  1909  when  J.  E. 
Hoyle  became  the  regular  pastor. 


The  purchase  of  the  first  piano  for  the  church  was 
made  by  D.  D.  Medlin. 

In  July  1909,  there  was  a  weeks  revival  beginning 
on  Monday  night  at  8:00  p.m.  through  Sunday 
morning  with  services  held  at  11:00  a.m.  and 
8:00  p.m.  each  day.  Those  received  for  baptism 
were  baptized  in  Black  Creek  near  the  Benson 
Bridge. 

In  1910,  the  balance  of  $69.67  due  on  the  one 
room  church  building  was  paid  off  by  D.  D. 
Medlin  to  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of 
Raleigh  with  funds  from  individual  people  plus 
an  offering  taken  up  the  second  Sunday  in 
December  1909. 

The  first  person  to  be  buried  in  the  cemetery  was 
Beatrice  Barbour,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Barbour-  1910. 

A  fourth  Sunday  Service  was  held  in  December 
1909  at  2:00  p.m.  with  fruit  and  candy  given  to 
the  Sunday  School  children. 

In  December  1909,  an  offering  was  taken  for  the 
orphanage  in  the  amount  of  $1.47.  In  February 
1910,  for  foreign  mission  —  $1.53,  and  in  March 
1910,  for  ministerial  education  —  $.77. 

On  May  28  and  29  of  1910,  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated with  services  held.  An  offering  was  taken  to 


paint  the  church  amounting  to  $7.92. 


membership. 


In  1923,  it  was  voted  to  hire  someone  to  do  repairs 
on  the  church. 

In  April  1928,  the  roll  was  revised  after  a  letter  was 
sent  with  four  weeks  notice  to  members  telling 
them  to  either  come  in  person  or  to  let  the  church 
hear  by  letter  from  them,  if  neither  their  names 
would  be  marked  off.  After  the  roll  revision,  there 
were    59    members,     12    males    and    25    females. 

In  1938,  there  were  46  on  the  church  roll. 

For  Sunday  School  attendance,  there  were  68  on 
roll  with  the  average  attendance  of  40  per  Sunday. 
The  value  of  the  church  at  this  time  was  $1,000.00. 
Total  expenses  for  denomination  causes  for  the 
year  were  $170.75. 

On  August  12,  1945  the  discussion  of  the  matter 
of  building  a  new  church  building  began.  In  1947, 
the  new  building  was  decided  upon  with  classroom 
wings  on  it. 

A  harvest  sale  was  set  for  November  8,  1947  to 
raise  money.  N.  A.  Catlett  was  pastor  at  the  time. 
The  amount  raised  at  the  sale  was  $1,777.00  and 
with  what  was  already  on  hand,  the  total  was 
$2,000.00  and  with  this  a  new  church  building 
began. 

On  January  27,  1948,  the  old  church  building  was 
sold  at  auction  to  Millard  Lee  for  $305.00. 

The  Benson  Grove  Baptist  Church  held  its  first 
service  in  the  new  building  on  March  28,  1948  with 
Rev.  N.  A.  Catlett  bringing  the  message. 

New  appointed  trustees  of  the  church  were: 
Mr.  W.  L.  Parrish  and  Skinner  Barbour. 

The  first  funeral  to  be  held  in  the  new  church  was 
that  of  Mercedus  Barbour,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holton  Barbour  who  was  buried  on  Octo- 
ber 16, 1949. 

In  May  1951,  Carlie  Langdon  was  ordained  in  the 
church  into  the  ministry. 

In  August  1950,  Edward  Clifton  was  also  ordained 
to  the  ministry  here  at  the  church.  Bro.  E.  X. 
Heatherly  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
ordination  services  for  both.  A  Bible  was  presented 
to  Bro.  Carlie  and  Bro.  Clifton  from  the  church. 

In  November  1952,  Bro.  E.  X.  Heatherly  conduct- 
ed a  two  week  revival.  Fifteen  came  from  church 


On  November  2,  1954,  Bro.  Johnny  Ililliard  was 
ordained  into  the  ministry. 

On  Sunday,  September  20,  1959,  the  young  people 
under  the  leadership  of  Charles  Ray  Ennis  were 
responsible  for  a  Homecoming  Day.  They  planned 
the  entire  program.  It  was  indeed  a  very  rewarding 
day  for  all  of  us. 

In  March  1961,  a  group  of  women  met  together 
to  organize  into  a  Ladies  Aid  Society.  Mrs.  Paul 
Lassiter  was  the  first  president.  There  were  17 
chartered  members. 

Two  classrooms  were  started  being  constructed  in 
September  of  1963.  The  church  paid  for  the  rooms 
as  they  were  built.  The  final  payment  was  made  in 
July  1964. 

On  July  19,  1964,  Bro.  Charles  Ray  Ennis  was 
ordained  into  the  Gospel  ministry.  A  Bible  was 
presented  to  him  by  the  church. 

A  Building  Committee  was  appointed  in  1963  to 
take  care  of  the  church  maintenance  and  repairs. 

The  church  voted  and  approved  to  have  a  com- 
munion   service    four    times   each    year   in    1964. 

The  Ladies  Aid  purchased  new  pulpit  furniture  in 
1965.  Also  the  church  members  purchased  new 
pews  at  this  time. 

In  January  1967,  the  trees  were  removed  from  the 
front  of  the  church  and  a  church  board  was  erected. 

In  1967,  our  restrooms  were  installed. 

The   Ladies  Aid  purchased  a  new  piano  in  1968. 

In  December  1969,  Billy  Rae  Pittman  was  called  as 
pastor. 

In  August  1970,  heating  and  air-conditioning  was 
decided  upon.  Our  debt  was  paid  off  to  First 
Citizens    Bank    in    Benson    in    September    1971. 

In  May  1972,  plans  to  rework  the  church  building 
began.  The  actual  work  began  in  January  1973. 
The  auditorium  was  completely  re-done  —  sheet- 
rocked,  paneled,  new  doors  and  windows,  carpet 
and  so  forth.  Also  the  baptistry  was  constructed. 

In  June  1972,  the  young  married  class  was  organ- 
ized. In  September  1972,  the  church  voted  to 
move    Homecoming   Day    to    the   first   Sunday  in 


November  instead  of  the  third  Sunday  in  September. 


income  for  the  year  was  $10,682.00. 


At  Easter  in  1973,  the  young  married  class  pre- 
sented a  film  at  a  sunrise  service  which  they  filmed 
in  person  themselves  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ. 

At  the  end  of  our  associational  year  of  1973,  we 
had  143  members  on  the  church  roll  and  146  on 
the  Sunday  School  roll.  We  added  another  deacon 
which  gave  us  a  total  of  five  deacons.  Our  today 


On  October  28,  1973,  the  church  had  a  triple 
service,  first  an  ordination  service  ordaining  Jimmy 
Johnson  as  a  deacon,  next  a  candlelight  commun- 
ion service  and  also  a  Baptism  service  which  was 
the  first  in  our  new  Baptistry.  Sharon  Benson, 
Ruth  Barbour.  Scarlett  and  Earl  Eakes  were  the 
first  to  be  baptized  in  the  new  Baptistry. 

Mrs.  Barry  Barbour 


MIDDLESEX  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  first  religions  service  in  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina  was  led  by  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Pippin  at 
3:00  P.M.  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April,  1908 
in  an  unfinished  store  on  the  corner  of  North 
Walnut  and  Exum  Streets.  Approximately  250 
people  participated  in  singing  "Stand  Up  for 
Jesus",  discussing  their  need  for  a  house  of  worship, 
and  listening  to  the  sermon. 

On  June  9,  1908  property  bought  for  $125  was 
deeded  to  the  trustees  for  the  First  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  of  Middlesex,  North  Carolina,  and 
on  June  28,  1908  the  church  was  organized  with 
33  charter  members.  Brother  Pippin  was  the  first 
pastor.  He  was  assisted  in  a  revival  by  the  Rev.  T.  H. 
King.  Recognizing  the  immediate  need  for  a  build- 
ing the  members  and  friends  prayed,  worked,  and 
gave  sacrificially  to  build  a  house  of  worship  within 
a  few  months. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  church  a  growing 
Sunday  School  was  a  part  of  the  work,  using 
Southern  Baptist  literature  and  functioning  accord- 
ing to  denominational  plans.  There  were  classes  for 
various  ages  and  gifts  were  made  to  mission  causes, 
these  at  first  being  a  part  of  the  Sunday  School, 
but  soon  a  part  of  the  church  financial  program. 
On  January  15,  1911  the  time  of  meeting  was 
changed  from  2:30  P.M.  to  10:00  A.M.  By'  1910 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  had  already  organ- 
ized a  Sunbeam  Band.  Soon  the  other  young 
people's  organizations  were  meeting.  On  Novem- 
ber 8—10,  1911  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association 
met  with  the  Middlesex  Church.  Prior  to  the  meet- 
ing the  building  had  been  furnished  and  an  organ 
purchased.  In  1915  a  Baptist  Young  People's 
Union  of  four  groups  was  meeting  on  Wednesday 
nights.  Later  they  met  on  Sunday  evenings. 

From  1908—1917  the  church  was  served  by 
Pastors  A.  A.  Pippin,  C.  G.  Wells,  A.  C.  Sherwood, 
J.  U.  Teague,  and  W.  H.  Wall. 

In  1917  a  parsonage  was  constructed  east  of  the 
church  on  property  which,  along  with  the  parson- 
age, was  bought  for  $900.00  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Middlesex     Baptist    Church     on    July     10,     1923. 

Following  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wall 
in  1917,  Brother  Wallace  H.  Hartsell  was  called  to 
serve  during  1918. 

In  1919  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Murray  served  as  interim 
pastor  in  March;  Brother  H.  M.  Stroup  followed 
him;  then,  on  September  14,  1919  the  Rev.  J.  W. 


Middlesex  Baptist  Church 

Middlesex,  North  Carolina 

Nobles  was  called,  serving  on  the  yearly  election 
basis  until  he  was  extended  an  indefinite  call  on 
November  5,  1922,  this  call  being  terminated  with 
his  resignation  on  October  28,  1928.  The  deacons 
were  appointed  as  a  pulpit  committee  to  secure  a 
pastor  for  1929. 

The  Rev.  H.  L.  Arnold  was  called  as  pastor  on 
February  10,  1929.  On  March  17,  1929  a  com- 
munity religious  census  to  determine  possibilities 
was  taken  jointly  with  the  Methodist  Church  of  the 
town.  On  April  14,  1929  a  budget  was  set  up  and 
an  every  member  canvass  planned  to  aid  church 
finances.  It  was  on  October  20,  1929  that  the 
church  entered  the  Cooperative  Program  plan  of 
giving.  On  November  27,  1929  Brother  Arnold  was 
recalled  as  pastor,  and  again  each  year  thereafter 
until  his  resignation  on  April  22,  1933.  In  1932  the 
Cradle  Roll  and  Home  (Extension)  Departments 
had  been  added  to  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Rev.  Ford  A.  Burns  was  called  on  August  20, 
1933  as  supply  pastor.  One  month  later  he  was 
extended  a  call  as  regular  pastor,  which  he  accept- 
ed. On  October  20,  1936  a  meeting  was  called  by 
Brother  Burns  to  announce  the  results  of  a  canvass 
among  the  members  to  determine  their  interest  in 
erecting  a  new  church  building.  The  following 
Sunday  was  voted  upon  and  designated  as  the  time 
to  announce  a  day  that  week  to  begin  wrecking  the 
old  building.  With  less  than  $5.00  in  the  building 
fund  this  was  a  venture  of  faith.  Members  and 
friends    gave    money    and    labor    until    it    became 


necessary  in  December  of  1937  to  apply  for  a 
Home  Mission  Board  loan  to  complete  the  task.  A 
$3,500.00  loan  was  applied  for  in  January  of  1939 
to  help  pay  indebtedness  on  building  and  furniture. 
The  first  service  in  the  new  $14,000.00  building 
was  held  June  26,  1938  with  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins  as 
speaker.  In  June  1938  the  church  also  held  its  first 
Vacation  Bible  School,  and  has  held  one  every  year 
since.  In  conference  November  27,  1938  the  name 
was  officially  changed  from  the  First  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  to  Middlesex  Baptist  Church, 
i  Previously  the  names  had  been  used  interchange- 
ably. 

Brother  Burns'  resignation  on  October  22,  1939 
was  followed  on  November  24,  1939  by  a  call  to 
the  Rev.  R.  L.  Collins,  who  served  until  Febru- 
ary 23,  1941.  The  church  was  without  a  regular 
I  pastor  then  until  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Fields  was  called 
■    on  October  5,  1941.  He  served  untilMarch  7, 1943. 

On  May  23,  1943  Brother  M.  M.  Turner  became 
j    pastor.    January    23,    1944    was    the    date    when 

Middlesex  Church,  along  with  others,  assumed  its 
'    obligation    to   help   support   a   missionary   for   the 

Johnston   Baptist  Association.  On  July  10,  1944 

Brother  Turner's   resignation  was   accepted  as  he 

prepared  to  enter  seminary. 

The  Rev.  Barron  E.  Honeycutt  came  as  supply  pas- 
tor October  15,  1944,  but  was  called  as  regular 
pastor  December  3,  1944.  Final  payment  on  the 
building  which  was  erected  during  the  ministry  of 
the  Rev.  Ford  A.  Burns  was  made  in  December  1944. 
The  dedication  service  was  held  on  February  11, 
1945.  The  note  was  burned  and  Dr.  Everett  Gill,  Sr. 
preached. 

After  the  resignation  of  Brother  Honeycutt  on 
April  14,  1946  the  church  had  no  regular  pastor 
until  September  15,  1946,  when  the  Rev.  P.  P. 
Hartsell  was  called.  Brother  Hartsell  led  in  the 
building  of  a  $9,000.00  pastorium  on  donated 
property  in  1947.  That  year  a  heating  plant  was 
installed  in  the  church.  In  1947  a  library  was 
donated;  in  1948  a  Tower  Music  System  was  given. 
A  church  bus  was  bought  following  a  conference 
on  December  4,  1948.  This  was  put  into  operation 
early  in  1949.  In  the  fall  of  1949  the  church 
entertained  the  meeting  of  the  Johnston  Baptist 
Association.  Recreation  facilities  for  the  young 
people  were  begun  in  1950  as  a  result  of  some 
equipment  being  given  for  the  purpose.  A  system 
to  rotate  deacons  in  office  was  put  into  effect  in 
October  1950.  Brother  Hartsell  resigned  on  Novem- 
ber 12, 1950. 

A  Hammond  organ  was  purchased  in  April  1951. 


The  same  month  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Davis  was  called  as 
pastor,  serving  until  August  10,  1952. 

In  September  1952  the  Rev.  Frank  Zedick  was 
called  as  pastor.  Our  first  annual  Harvest-Home- 
coming was  held  in  November  1952.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Brother  Zedick  July  11,  1954  the 
church  voted  to  have  a  full-time  ministry.  In 
August  1954  extensive  repairs  were  made  in  the 
church  basement,  including  building  some  new 
rooms.  In  April  1955  the  church  voted  to  install  a 
new  lighting  system  and  to  purchase  robes  for  the 
choir.  Our  first  G.  A.  Queen  was  crowned  on 
July  24,  1955.  Brother  Zedick's  resignation  came 
on  September  4,  1955. 

The  Rev.  William  Self  led  the  church  as  interim 
pastor  until  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Lee  Smith,  was  called  June  17,  1956.  During  1957 
a  sound-insulated  room  was  added  to  take  care  of 
the  Nursery  children  and  provide  for  their  parents 
to  worship  with  the  church.  Extensive  remodeling 
has  been  done  in  the  main  auditorium,  including 
the  elevation  of  the  baptistry  which  was  used  for 
the  first  time  June  15,  1958. 

Many  members  are  responsible  for  the  physical  and 
spiritual  growth  of  the  Middlesex  Baptist  Church, 
each  making  his  or  her  own  contribution.  The 
times  of  greatest  spiritual  growth  have  come  while 
the  church  was  served  by  a  loyal  pastor;  the  times 
of  waning  effort,  when  there  was  no  pastoral 
leadership,  either  by  a  regular  pastor  or  an  interim 
pastor. 

History  Committee, 

Miss  Juanita  Davis,  Chairman 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Allen 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Ballentine 

Mrs.  P.  D.  Chamblee 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Smith  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Middlesex  Baptist  Church  from  June  17,  1956  to 
September  30,  1959.  Rev.  Eph  Whisenhunt  was 
interim  pastor  from  October  1,  1959  to  Decem- 
ber 1,  1959.  J.  Rodolph  Dixon  served  as  interim 
pastor  from  December  1,  1959  to  March  6,  1960. 
At  this  time  the  church  called  Rev.  Dixon  as  its 
pastor.  He  served  as  pastor  until  November  11, 
1962.  Rev.  Ted  Janes  was  interim  pastor  from 
November  14,  1962  to  January  31,  1963.  On 
February  3,  1963,  Rev.  Charles  Douglas  McCullough 
became   pastor   of  the  Middlesex  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  years  that  Rev.  McCullough  was  pastor 
the  first  floor  of  the  new  education  building  was 
constructed.     Amplifiers     were     installed    in    the 


sanctuary  for  the  organ.  The  church  purchased 
The  Baptist  Hymnal  for  use  by  the  congregation. 
The  church  participated  in  a  Week  of  Missions  with 
other  churches  in  the  association.  A  Royal  Ambas- 
sador chapter  was  begun.  Rev.  McCullough  resigned 
effective  December  31,  1976. 


Rev.  Francis  Collins  served  as  interim  pastor  from 
January  1,  1967  to  July  15,  1967. 

Rev.  Glenn  O.  Gunter  was  called  as  pastor  serving 
from  July  16,  1967  to  August  1970.  Repairs  were 
made  to  the  church  roof  and  the  exterior  of  the 
church  was  painted.  The  church  adopted  a  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws.  Air  conditioner  was  installed 
in  the  pastor's  home. 

Rev.  John  P.  Campbell  served  as  interim  pastor 
until  November  15,  1970. 

Middlesex  Baptist  Church  crowned  its  second  G.  A. 
Queen. 

Rev.  Alfred  Stanley  was  called  as  pastor  effective 


November  16,  1970.  The  second  floor  was  com- 
pleted in  the  pastor's  home  and  general  improve- 
ments were  made  on  other  parts  of  the  home.  The 
church  purchased  the  adjoining  lot  on  the  east  side 
of  the  church  property.  The  note  on  the  church 
debt  for  the  educational  building  and  other  build- 
ing expenses  were  paid  in  full.  Rev.  Stanley  resigned 
effective  January  29,  1973. 

Rev.  Jerry  Niswonger  was  interim  pastor  from 
January  1973  to  August  1973.  Guters  and  drainage 
and  water  proofing  was  completed  on  the  educa- 
tional building.  Window  air  conditioners  were 
installed  in  the  church  sanctuary. 

Rev.  William  Taylor  became  pastor  August  26, 
1973.  Under  his  leadership  the  church  purchased  2 
lots  immediately  behind  the  church  property.  The 
sanctuary  was  painted.  Rev.  Taylor  resigned 
February  15,  1976. 

David  Coggins  was  called  as  interim  pastor.  A 
church  kitchen  was  built  and  the  adjoining  fellow- 
ship hall  was  painted  and  carpeted.  Central  air  and 
heating  was  installed. 


PINKNEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Pinkney  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Fremont,  N.  C. 


The  name  Pinkney  was  selected  in  honor  of  the 
Pinkney  Post  Office.  It  was  organized  on  July  17, 
1909.  (There  is  no  Pinkney  Post  Office  now.)  The 
church  is  located  six  miles  from  Fremont,  North 
Carolina  on  Highway  581  in  the  county  of  Wayne. 

The  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell 
with  eight  charter  members:  Robert  E.  Lee,  Daisy 
Lee,  Ida  E.  Edgerton,  John  A.  Woodard,  Nettie 
Woodard,  Fannie  C.  Pittman,  Delinda  Overman, 
and  Nancy  Jeruis. 

The  first  deacon  —  John  A.  Woodard.  The  first 
clerk  and  treasurer  —  Ida  E.  Edgerton.  The  first 
pastor  —  Rev.  R.  W.  Harrell.  The  church  was  a  one- 
room  building. 

In  1935  the  Sunday  School  attendance  was  25; 
church  membership  32;  Pastor's  salary  $56.91 
yearly;  expense  for  the  church  year  $107.45; 
value    of    the    church     and    grounds    $1,550.00. 

In  1969  the  value  of  the  church  was  $7,000.00.  In 
1967  four  Sunday  School  rooms  and  two  rest- 
rooms  were  added.  Also,  the  sanctuary  was 
remodeled.  The  Sunday  School  attendance  was  96. 


In  1973  the  church  was  bricked. 

In  1974  a  new  Educational  Building  was  built  with 
kitchen   facilities,  two  restrooms  and  a  fireplace. 

In  1975  central  air  conditioning  and  heating  were 
installed. 

The  next  big  step  will  be  in  landscaping  the 
grounds  and  parking  areas. 

Our  Sunday  School  attendance  now  is  86.  Our 
church  building  and  grounds  are  valued  at  $45,000. 
Our  building  fund  is  approximately  $1 ,500.  All  our 
building  and  remodeling  has  been  paid  for.  We  are 
seeking  new  ways  to  improve  our  Sunday  School 
and  are  concerned  over  the  drop   in  attendance. 

The  deacons  are:  Chairman  —  Earl  Hales;  Wayne 
Pittman,  Gerald  Bedford,  Clinnon  Mitchell,  Mike 
Aycock,  Ralph  Collier. 


Treasurer 

Clerk 

Sunday  School  Supt. 

Sunday  School  Sec. 


Faye  Bailey 

Judy  Aycock 

Gerald  Bedford 

Ruby  Collier 

Mrs.  Judy  Aycock,  Clerk 


HEPZIBAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Hcpzibah  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Princeton,  N.  C. 


During  the  Annual  meeting  of  Johnston  Baptist 
Association  in  1912,  the  Church  Building  Commit- 
tee reported: 

"We  have  bought  Brown  School  House  in  Boon 
Hill  township,  where  a  meeting  was  held  later  and 
nine  members  were  received.  This  church  took  the 
name  Hepzibah,  and  will  apply  for  membership  at 
the  next  meeting  of  our  Association.  To  do  this 
work,  we  had  to  borrow  six  hundred  dollars  from 
the  Bank  of  Smithfield,  and  must  depend  on  the 
liberality  of  churches  to  pay  the  money  back  next 
year." 

At  the  next  Annual  meeting,  October  29,  1913, 
delegates  from  Hepzibah  —  W.  G.  Creech,  C.  J. 
Wiggs,  G.  W.  Pike  and  Ellie  Creech  heard  the 
following  very  pleasant  remark: 

"We,  your  committee  on  Petitionary  Church 
Letters,  recommend  that  Hepzibah  Church  be  re- 
ceived as  a  member  of  this  body  and  that  the 
delegates  be  allowed  all  its  privileges." 


Hepzibah's  first  pastor,  J.  M.  Duncan,  preached  to 
the  church  membership  of  eleven  —  four  males  and 
seven  females  —  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 
The  church  property,  valued  at  $75.00  had  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  one  hundred.  During  the  year,  there 
were  five  additions  to  the  church  membership  — 
three  by  Baptism  and  two  by  letter.  Money  han- 
dled totaled  $22.00.  G.  W.  Pike,  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  reported  an  enrollment  of  forty- 
five  teachers,  thirty-five  scholars  and  meetings  held 
regularly  for  twelve  months. 

In  1914,  J.  E.  Lanier  was  pastor  (salary  $25.00  for. 
the  year).  W.  A.  Braswell  was  church  clerk  and 
W.  G.  Creech  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  which  had  fifty  enrolled  —  six  teachers  and 
forty-four  scholars  who  contributed  $4.00  during 
the  year.  Total  money  handled  by  the  church  was 
$47.50. 

In  1915,  J.  E.  Lanier,  pastor,  and  W.  A.  Braswell, 
clerk,  reported  church  membership  to  be  eighteen— 
seven  males,  eleven  females  —  and  money  totaling 


$57.95. 
School. 


Creech    reported    thirty-four    in    Sunday 


C.  E.  Stevens  was  pastor  in  1916.  W.  A.  Braswell 
was  church  clerk.  Delegates  to  the  Annual  meeting 
were  J.  M.  Braswell,  W.  G.  Creech  and  J.  F.  Earp. 
Membership  remained  eighteen.  The  church  pledge 
for  1917  was:  State  Missions  —  $5.50;  Home 
Missions  -  $1.00;  Foreign  Missions  -  $1.00; 
Sunday  School  —  $.50;  Orphanage  —  $1.00; 
Christian  Education  —  $2.50;  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion -$1.00;BuildingFund-$2.50;andMinutes- 
$1.00;  total  $16.00. 

Note  the  report  of  the  Church  Building  Committee 
in  1917! 

!  "We  expected  last  winter  to  build  a  church  to  take 
the  place  of  the  little  school  house  in  which 
Hepzibah  Church  was  organized.  We  had  in  the 
hands  of  our  treasurer  towards  this  building  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  but  could  not  erect 

':  the  building  with  this  and  what  we  could  raise  in 

I  the  neighborhood.  So,  we  applied  to  the  State 
Board   of  Missions    for  some  help   thinking  they 

I  would  surely  grant  it  as  they  had  not  helped  us  on 
any  building  for  several  years.  This  help  the  Board 

I  was  unable  to  grant  and  so  we  could  not  go  ahead 
with  the  work.  We  have  now  let  a  contract  for  the 
building  of  this  church  and  if  the  church  building 
funds  raised  this  year  can  be  applied  to  this  point 
the  church  will  soon  be  built  and  ready  for  use." 

The  report  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1918  follows: 

"At  the  meeting  of  our  Association  a  year  ago 
plans  were  then  made  to  build  a  new  house  of 
worship  at  Hepzibah.  As  Brother  J.  M.  Beaty  had 
began  this  work,  your  committee  asked  him  to 
continue  it.  But  owing  to  the  condition  of  building 
on  account  of  the  war,  the  work  was  delayed  for  a 
time.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  the  material  for  the 
house  has  been  placed  on  the  ground.  A  carpenter 
has  been  secured  to  do  the  work,  and  we  hope  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  house  will  be  in  such 
condition    that    the    congregation    can    use    it    for 


*The    church    was   built   in    1918    and   valued   at 
$1,500.00. 

Pastors  of  Hepzibah  since  World  War  I  have  been: 


J.  E.  Lanier 

1919 

J.  R.  Everett 

1920 

N.  D.  Blackman 

1921 

E.  B.  Booker 

1922 

James  W.  Rose 

1924, 

1925, 

1926 

R.  L.  Shirley 

1927 

L.  E.  Godwin 

1929, 

1930, 

1931, 

1932 

1935, 

1936, 

1937, 

1938 

1939 

M.  M.Johnson 

1934 

C.  S.  Creech 

1941, 

1942, 

1943, 

1944 

1945, 

1946, 

1947, 

1948 

1949, 

1950, 

1952, 

1953 

1954 

Glen  Holt 

1955, 
1959 

1956, 

1957, 

1958 

W.  E.  Claffey 

1961, 
1965, 

1962, 
1966 

1963, 

1964 

Robert  Leonard 

1974, 

1975, 

1976 

Reports  showed  no  pastor  for  1923,  1928,  1940, 
1951  and  1960! 

Figures  intrigue  us!  In  1914  the  total  church  mem- 
bership was  fourteen.  In  1932,  it  was  151,  in  1938, 
it  was  183,  in  1939,  it  was  193,  and  in  1975,  it  was 
220    —    only    36    of   them    being   non-residents!! 

Hepzibah  hosted  the  1975  Annual  meeting  of  the 
Association.  Guests  were  impressed  with  the  brick- 
veneered  building,  its  large  sanctuary  which  is 
conducive  to  worship,  classroom  space,  large 
grounds,  many  trees,  spacious  fellowship  hall 
which  is  separate  from  the  church  building  and  the 
handsome  pastorium.  Total  money  value  is  listed 
as  $150,000.00 -debt  free! 

The  spiritual  value  of  this  church  cannot  be  esti- 
mated in  dollars  and  cents! 


BURNELL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


As  in  the  days  of  Moses,  there  has  to  be  a  consider- 
able amount  of  discussion  for  a  noble  move  forward. 
In  the  years  1907  through  191  1,  our  forefathers, 
with  God's  leading,  began  to  sec  the  need  of  a 
church  building.  Much  prayer  and  serious  thinking 
led  to  discussion  among  the  Christians  in  the  com- 
munity. Mrs.  J.  S.  Johnson  undoubtedly  said, 
"Shepard,  can't  you  do  something  about  starting  a 
church?" 

After  discussing  the  matter  with  the  Mission  Board, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Beaty,  seeing  the  need  for  a  church,  was 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  Being  encouraged, 
our  people  began  to  examine  themselves  to  see 
what  they  could  do,  with  God's  help.  There  was 
some  consideration  as  to  the  present  location  and 
when  J.  R.  Johnson  said,  "I'll  give  an  acre  of  land 
for  the  church  and  cemetery,  "the  movement 
began. 

On  the  third  day  of  February,  1911,  J.  S.Johnson, 
J.  M.  Beaty,  and  J.  R.Johnson  selected  the  present 
location.  On  February  20,  1911,  the  same  three 
men  helped  Mr.  Rom  Lambert  survey  the  lot.  A 
deed  was  prepared  and  presented  to  A.  C.  Johnson, 
J.  S.Johnson,  and  Tom  Tyner,  Trustees  for  Burnell 
Church,  on  the  same  date.  On  February  21,  1911, 
J.  S.  Johnson  and  J.  R.  Johnson  cut  and  trimmed 
out  the  church  grove. 

This  was  a  Mission  Point  sponsored  by  Pisgah 
Baptist  Church.  Preaching  service  was  at  J.  S. 
Johnson's  home  on  Sunday,  April  9,  1911.  Mate- 
rials were  gathered  together,  some  given,  some 
purchased.  How  much  Pisgah  helped,  our  available 
records  do  not  show,  neither  do  theirs.  An  overseer 
was  needed  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Johnson  was  the  man. 
The  church  building  was  set  on  a  line  north  and 
south,  just  as  accurate  as  the  compass.  Work  was 
progressing  rapidly  in  November  and  different 
phases  of  the  work  finished  in  December,  1912. 
Friday  and  Saturday,  January  17  and  18,  1913, 
J.  R.  Johnson  helped  make  the  seats  at  the  church. 
On  January  19,  1913,  J.  R.  Johnson  attended 
preaching  at  Burnell  Baptist  Church.  This  is  the 
first  preaching  service  found  on  record.  On  page 
16  of  the  1912  minutes  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee report  reads,  "Since  the  last  session  we  have 
built  Burnell  Church  near  Johnson's  Crossroads  in 
Elevation  Township.  We  are  now  to  establish 
preaching  there  and  hope  to  organize  a  church  in 
the  near  future." 

A  revival  began  March  24,  1913,  evidently.  The 
lamps  were  put  up  and  preaching  services  were  held 


Burnell  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 

at  night  that  week. 

On  April  6,  1913,  preaching  services  were  held 
afternoon  and  night.  Also,  a  Sunday  School  was 
organized  that  day.  In  the  minutes  of  1913,  table 
3,  Sunday  Schools,  Burnell  was  reported  as  a 
branch  of  Pisgah.  J.  S.  Johnson  was  superintendent. 
There  were  68  enrolled  with  an  average  attendance 
of  40.  School  was  open  six  months  and  the  total 
expense  was  $5.05.  The  minutes  show  that  W.  H. 
Wall  preached  at  Burnell  in  1913;  J.  E.  Lanier  in 
1914-1915;  R.  M.  Von  Miller  in  1916-1917; 
C.  E.  Stevens  in  1918-1919;  J.  R.  Averette  in 
1920  and  M.  P.  Davis  in  1921-1922. 

In  the  1921  Minutes  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  page  17  shows  that  Pleasant  Grove  and 
Burnell  churches  joined  the  Association  during  this 
session. 

Other  pastors  were:  J.  A.  Ivey,  1923-1925;  S.  S. 
McGregor,  1926;  A.  L.  Brown,  1927  — 1928;  J.  N. 
Standi,  1929-1930;  L.  E.  Godwin,  Sr., 
1931-1934;  A.  L.  Benton,  1935;L.  E.  Godwin, Sr., 
1936;  Supply,  1937;  W.  P.  Childress,  1938.  The 
minutes  show  R.  L.  Councilman,  1939.  There 
appears  to  be  an  error.  C.  E.  Brisson,  1940—1944; 
C.  W.  Braswell,  1945-1946;  Supply,  1947-1948; 
Charles  Stevens,  1949-1950;  J.  E.  Clifton, 
1951-1953;  No  pastor,  1954;  W.  W.  Turner, 
1955-1957;  No  pastor,  1958;  L.  E.  Godwin,  Jr., 
1959-1960;  A.  L.  Brown,  1961-1968;KennethD. 
Thornton,  1968-1970;  James  D.  Tart,  1970-1972; 


Wayne  Hyatt,  1972-1973;  William  H.  Harrell, 
1974-1975;  John  T.  Gardner,  1976  (present 
pastor). 

According  to  the  minutes  of  1915,  J.  S.Johnson 
was  church  clerk.  There  were  four  male  and  three 
female  members.  Church  property  valued  at 
$1,000. 

In  1923  Sunday  School  needs  were  growing  and 
the  need  for  burlap  curtains  for  classrooms  was 
recognized  and  met.  They  lasted  until  1948  when 
classrooms  were  built. 

As  the  years  continually  go  by,  we  had  many 
pastors  coming  to  our  church.  For  many  of  them, 
our  church  was  their  first  Pastorate.  We  always 
welcomed  them  and  gave  them  a  home  until  they 
were  called  to  larger  fields.  Our  small  country 
church  grew  under  their  leadership.  Under  Worth 
Braswell's  ministry  we  started  Bible  School  which 
was  a  joy  to  the  children.  During  Charles  Stevens' 
ministry  we  had  Troy  Bennett  to  hold  one  of  our 
revivals,  little  knowing  he  would  be  called  to 
foreign  fields  as  a  missionary.  J.  E.  Clifton  and 
W.  W.  Turner  came  and  led  us  in  the  work  of 
Christ.  As  the  church  grew  spiritually  under  the 
leadership  of  these  God-called  men,  the  Lord 
prospered  us  and  we  began  to  see  the  need  of 
making  our  church  more  beautiful.  During  L.  E. 
Godwin's  ministry  (1959—1960),  we  remodeled 
the  auditorium.  During  this  time,  our  only  charter 
member,  Mrs.  Blanche  Johnson,  passed  away 
July  17,  1960. 

After  the  resignation  of  L.  E.  Godwin,  Jr.,  we 
called  Reverend  A.  L.  Brown  (retired)  as  interim 
pastor.  This  was  his  second  pastorate  of  our  church. 
His  years  of  experience  helped  us  to  grow  deeper  in 
the  faith  and  we  will  long  remember  the  deep 
spiritual  truths  he  so  patiently  taught  us.  During 
his  ministry  we  had  our  first  G.  A.  Presentation 
and  Coronation.  Mrs.  Leonard  Allen  and 
Mrs.  Cameron  Johnson  worked  long  hours  with  the 
G.  A.  girls  and  several  worked  their  way  to  the 
Queen  step.  We  celebrated  our  fiftieth  anniversary 
on  October  13,  1963  under  the  leadership  of  our 
beloved  Pastor  A.  L.  Brown.  Also  during  his 
ministry,  a  vestibule  was  added  to  our  church  and 
a  building  committee  appointed  to  start  plans  for 
our  fellowship  hall.  After  Reverend  Brown  resigned 
December  31,  1967,  we  called  Kenneth  D.Thornton 
as  pastor  April  21,  1968.  This  was  the  church  he 
grew  up  in  and  years  later  it  was  to  be  his  first 
pastorate.  He  was  a  lay  minister  in  Grove  Park 
Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  his  home.  He  was  ordain- 
ed at  our  request  by  his  home  church.  The  church 
grew    under    his    dedicated    leadership    and    more 


decisions  for  Christ  were  made  during  his  ministry 
than  we  had  had  at  any  one  time  before.  We  saw 
another  dream  come  true.  We  installed  new  pews 
and  furniture  and  carpeted  the  entire  auditorium. 
Reverend  Thornton  was  called  to  a  full-time 
pastorate  January  4,  1970.  We  were  without  a 
pastor  until  March  1,  1970  when  we  called  James 
David  Tart.  During  his  ministry  he  worked  dili- 
gently for  the  building  of  God's  Kingdom.  It  was 
during  his  ministry  we  built  our  educational 
building  with  kitchen  and  bathrooms.  Mr.  Tart 
resigned  May  6,  1972  to  accept  a  call  to  Beulah 
Baptist  Church,  the  church  he  grew  up  in.  It  was 
then  we  secured  Reverend  Wayne  Hyatt  of  Selma 
for  the  month  of  June.  In  July  1972  we  called 
Reverend  Hyatt  as  supply  pastor.  On  November  1 1, 
1972,  we  called  him  as  regular  pastor  of  the  church. 
In  November  1973,  Mr.  Hyatt  resigned  to  accept  a 
full-time  pastorate  at  Fairview  Baptist  Church, 
West  End,  North  Carolina. 

It  was  at  this  time  we  secured  a  student  from 
Southeastern  Seminary  to  supply  for  us.  William  F. 
Harrell  preached  on  October  21,  1973,  in  the 
absence  of  Reverend  Wayne  Hyatt.  We  learned 
later  that  ours  was  the  first  church  and  the  first 
sermon  he  had  ever  preached.  Roy  R.  Roach, 
another  student  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  filled 
the  pulpit  on  numerous  occasions. 

It  was  on  March  10,  1974  that  we  called  Reverend 
William  F.  Harrell.  We  also  voted  to  go  full-time. 
There  were  a  few  who  did  not  vote  to  go  full-time. 
They  said  it  couldn't  be  done.  The  church  voted  to 
go  full-time  and  through  faith  in  Christ  we  made  it 
and  God  blessed  us  abundantly.  It  proves  if 
Christians  pull  together,  with  Christ's  help,  we  can 
accomplish  whatever  we  set  out  to  do.  Mr.  Harrell 
was  an  outstanding  preacher  of  God's  Word.  He 
resigned  September  14,  1975  after  being  called  as 
Associate  Pastor  of  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  of 
Cartersville,  Georgia.  We  were  sorry  to  see  him  go. 

Following  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Harrell,  the 
church  secured  Jay  Whitley,  a  student  at  Campbell 
College,  to  supply  for  us. 


The  month  of  January  1976,  another  student  of 
Campbell  College  came  to  preach  for  us.  He  is 
Reverend  John  T.  Gardner  from  Lugoff,  South 
Carolina.  It  was  at  this  time  we  called  him  as 
Pastor  of  our  church  January  18,  1976.  This  was 
his  first  church.  He  was  not  an  ordained  minister. 
His  home  church,  Springvale  Baptist  Church, 
Lugoff,  South  Carolina,  asked  that  we  ordain  him. 
This  was  another  first  at  our  church.  He  was 
ordained  March  21,  1976. 


In  June  1976,  we  installed  central  heat  and  air 
conditioning.  Also  in  June  we  recognized  Josephus 
Johnson  on  his  fiftieth  year  of  service  to  his  Lord 
and  Burnell  Baptist  Church  as  Deacon. 

Who  knows  what  God  holds  in  store  for  us  if  we 
would  only  live  as  Christ  has  commanded  us  to  do 
and  accept  by  faith  what  he  has  promised  us  and 


then  we  could  claim  the  victory. 

The  good  arising  from  our  church  is  realized  by  the 
individual  in  the  relation  of  each  of  us  to  our 
Creator.  As  no  chain  is  stronger  than  its  weakest 
link,  so  are  we  no  stronger  than  our  weakest 
member.  So  let  our  prayer  and  aim  be  to  do  God's 
will  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  as  long  as  we  live. 


HALES  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


It  was  begun  like  many  other  projects,  first  as  a 
dream  and  then  as  a  reality.  Now  it  has  become  a 
beacon,  a  bulwark,  "a  light  unto  our  feet". 

Though  comparatively  young  in  years,  Hales  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  has  had  a  rich,  full  history.  But 
with  its  beginning  there  was  no  thought  of  making 
history.  There  was  only  the  thought  of  bringing 
joy,  peace,  happiness,  and  above  all,  Christ  to  all 
who  would  partake. 

There  have  been  times  when  it  seemed  that  the 
very  heart  of  this  church  was  dying,  being  crushed 
by  some  outside  force.  But  that  heart  has  not  been 
a  faint  heart;  it  has  been  strong,  dutiful,  full  of 
faith  and  hope.  That  heart  has  become  stronger 
through  the  years,  greater,  more  alive. 

Prior  to  the  beginning  of  Hales  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  there  existed  a  church  in  the  then  thriving 
village  of  Earpsboro  to  serve  the  people.  This  was 
the  Earpsboro  Methodist  Church,  which  was  dis- 
banded and  moved  to  Zebulon  by  order  of  the 
Methodist  Conference  in  1903. 

Without  a  church  during  these  intervening  years, 
the  people  of  this  community  selected  the  Hales 
Chapel  public  free  school  building  as  a  worship 
house.  This  building  was  located  only  a  stone's 
throw  from  the  present  church. 

This  meeting  house,  rectangular  in  shape,  would 
seat  anywhere  from  75  to  100  people,  many  more 
than  usually  attended  its  worship  services  except 
during  a  protracted  meeting. 

The  rostrum  of  this  meeting  house  was  occupied 
by  any  exhorters  passing  through,  itinerant  preach- 
ers, seeking  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  neighboring 
ministers  from  nearby  churches. 

Pastoring  the  old  school  house  church  were  three 
Godly-type  men  who  will  be  long  remembered  by 
the  citizenry  of  this  community.  They  were  the 
Reverends  Bob  Hocutt,  Ben  Tippette,  and  John 
Driver. 

Sunday  School  classes  usually  numbered  three. 
These  would  congregate  in  the  corners  of  the  tiny 
building  for  their  lessons,  trying  to  make  as  little 
noise  as  possible  in  order  not  to  disturb  the  others 
as  God's  word  was  studied. 

Seeing  the  need  of  a  permanent  house  of  worship, 
some  of  the  citizens  of  the  community  talked  of 
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this  need  among  themselves.  One  of  these  citizens, 
Brantley  Richardson,  felt  the  urgent  need  and  pre- 
vailed upon  some  of  his  neighbors  to  start  a  church. 

Others  were  as  highly  desirous  of  obtaining  a  per- 
manent church.  There,  too,  had  arisen  some 
confusion  about  the  use  of  the  school  building  for 
a  place  of  worship.  This  presented  a  pressing 
problem,  too. 

These  citizens  took  their  problems  to  the  late 
Rev.  Wilbur  Wall,  who  was  then  pastoring  Lee's 
Chapel  Baptist  Church.  He  gave  them  comfort 
and  solace.  But  his  solution  to  their  problems 
was  that  they  organize  a  church  immediately. 
Knowing  the  community,  the  Rev.  Wall  felt  that 
there  were  enough  people  to  support  a  church,  and 
in  his  estimation  one  was  urgently  needed. 

His  further  advice,  peculiar  in  a  respect,  was  that 
when  a  church  was  established  they  take  in  mem- 
bers only  on  this  side  of  Moccasin  Creek,  a  sort  of 
dividing  line  between  the  two  communities,  and 
thereby  there  would  be  no  infringing  upon  another 
church's  territory. 

Gathering  together  on  a  beautiful,  radiant  third 
Sunday  in  July  1918,  a  faith-filled,  happy,  God- 
fearing band  made  a  decision,  and  on  this  day 
Hales     Chapel     Baptist     Church     was     organized. 

This  group  constituted  the  charter  members: 
Jackson  Tippett  and  wife  Molly  Tippett,  Will  Bunn 


and  wife  Thclma  Bunn,  Mallie  Driver  and  wife 
Annie  Driver,  Hill  Price  and  wife  Roxie  Price, 
James  (Jimmy)  Price  and  wife  Ella  Price,  Brantley 
Richardson  and  wife  Dora  Richardson,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Ellen  Driver,  Oscar  Richardson  and  wife  Lillian 
Richardson,  William  Allen  and  wife  Nannie  Allen, 
Luke  Allen,  Harvey  Parrish,  A.  D.  Parrish,  Charlie 
Parrish  and  wife  Minnie  Parrish,  Janadius  Corbett 
and  wife  Octavia  Corbett,  and  Maybelle,  Sevella, 
and  Lunette,  children  of  Jimmy  and  Ella  Price. 
There  was  a  total  of  27  charter  members. 

The  oldest  charter  member  at  the  time  the  church 
was  organized  was  Jimmy  Price.  His  daughter 
Lunette,  was  the  youngest. 

For  this  little  band  of  pilgrims,  they  had  unfurled 
their  sails.  The  seas  might  be  rough  or  calm,  but 
they  had  made  their  decision.  Now  there  was  work 
to  be  done,  full  organization  of  the  capacities  of 
the  church,  the  calling  of  a  pastor,  and  prepara- 
tions for  increasing  their  fold. 


Bunn's  lot,  thence  west  with  the  said  Bunn's  line 
193  feet  to  the  part  of  the  beginning,  containing 
1.12  acres.  The  said  land  has  been  previously  sur- 
veyed to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  but 
the  previous  deeds  were  lost  or  misplaced  or  never 
recorded,  and  this  survey  was  made  and  executed 
in  the  files  of  the  one  previously  made  and  is  there- 
fore a  revocation  of  the  former  surveyance.  In 
these  they  should  be  forwarded  and  recorded,  to 
have  and  to  hold  said  land  and  premises  and  all 
privileges  and  appreciations  thereunto  belonging 
to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  and  their 
successors  so  long  as  it  shall  be  a  site  for  a  place 
of  divine  worship;  but  in  case  it  shall  ever  cease  to 
be  used  for  such  purposes  or  said  church,  shall  ever 
go  down  or  be  moved  away,  then  and  in  that  event 
the  said  land  is  to  go  to  the  Johnston  Baptist 
Association.  In  simple  fee  forever." 


Attested:  B.  S.  Strickland. 


(Signed)  Fred  Hales 
Viola  Hales  (wife) 


Out  of  respect  and  honor  to  the  donor  of  the  land 
on  which  the  old  school  house-church  sat,  the 
charter  members  decided  to  retain  the  Hales  name: 
Thus    the    church    became    Hales    Chapel   Church. 

Soon  thereafter  the  county  decided  to  move  the 
school  to  a  more  desirable  location  and  sell  the 
building.  This  building  was  bought  from  the  coun- 
ty at  a  public  auction  for  $150.00. 

The  trustees  of  the  church,  Hill  Price,  Mallie  Driver, 
and  Oscar  Richardson  were  in  charge  of  this 
purchase. 

The  calling  of  a  minister  for  this  little  church  pre- 
sented some  problems.  But  with  gathered  strength 
these  problems  and  perplexities  were  overcome. 
They  secured  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Hall  of  Wakefield  and 
who  was  serving  nearby  churches  as  the  first  pastor. 

The  church  began  to  grow,  slowly  by  firmly,  with 
its  faith  planted  wholly  in  Christ.  With  this  growth 
the  members  envisioned  another  church,  more 
adequate,  nicer  looking,  and  with  better  facilities. 

Then  in  January,  1920,  land  was  purchased  for  the 
erecting  of  the  new  church.  The  deed  reads  as 
follows: 

"Beginning  at  the  stake  in  the  center  of  Zebulon 
and  Emit  road,  M.  A.  Bunn  corner,  running  thence 
north  50  feet,  west  44  feet,  thence  north  13  de- 
grees, east,  228  feet  to  a  stake  thence  south  to  82 
degrees,  30  minutes,  east  148  feet  to  a  stake  that  is 
south  256  feet,    to  a  stake  northeast  to  corner  of 


The  purchasing  price  for  this  1.12  acres  of  land  was 
$100.00. 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Sloan  T.  Guy,  the 
church's  second  minister,  details  and  designs  were 
drawn  up  for  the  construction  of  a  new  church. 
Very  soon  thereafter,  in  1922,  Wright  and  Clark, 
contractors  from  Wendell,  had  completed  a  hulled- 
in  structure.  This  building  cost  $2,800.00. 

The  church  building  was  dedicated  on  May  25, 
1934,  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Theo  B. 
Davis.  The  dedication  sermon  was  preached  by 
Dr.  Forrest  C.  Feezor  of  Raleigh.  The  other  minis- 
ters having  a  part  in  the  service  were  S.  W.  Oldham, 
A.  A.  Pippin,  and  Theo  B.  Davis. 

The  first  deacons  of  the  early  church  were  J.  B. 
Richardson,  who  came  as  a  deacon  from  Lee's 
Chapel  Church,  Jimmy  Price,  and  Jackson  Tippett. 

Since  these  first  deacons  the  following  men  have 
served.  Their  ordination  dates  follow  their  names. 
Brantley  Richardson  (1917),  Jimmy  Price  (1919), 
Jackson  Tippett  (1919),  Henley  Hinton  (1920), 
Will  Bunn  (1920),  Arthur  Creech  (1928),  M.  W. 
(Tobe)  Bunn  (1938),  Sevella  Price  (1938),  Johnny 
Hillard  (1938),  Will  Creech  (1938),  Vaiden 
Richardson  (1941),  Ed  Martin  (1945),  Cliftcn 
Price  (1945),  Herbert  Perry  (1945),  Marvin  Hinton 
(1946),  Jesse  Driver  (1951),  Calvin  Hales  (1951), 
Lloyd  Tippett  (1954),  Lonnie  Faucette  (1955;. 
Herman  Creech  (1955),  Roy  H.  Brown  (1957), 
Ashley  Creech  (1957),  Bill  Creech  (1964),  Larry 
Andrews      (1964),      Raymond      Parrish      (1966), 


Thomas  E.  Price  (1967),  Carmel  Wall  (1967),  and 
Larry  Dupree  (1967). 

During  the  year  of  1945,  three  deacons  died;  they 
were  Brantley  Richardson,  Henley  Hinton  and 
Jimmy  Price,  followed  by  M.  W.  (Tobe)  Bunn  in 
1946. 

The  first  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  was 
Jimmy  Price.  His  tenure  lasted  until  1945.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Ed  Martin,  who  served  until  his 
death  in  1952. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Norris  preached  the  first  sermon  in 
the  first  new  church.  At  the  time  he  was  holding  a 
revival  in  the  old  school  building,  and  the  church 
had  just  been  hulled  in.  One  afternoon  he  came 
and  built  the  steps  to  the  new  church  so  that  ser- 
vices could  be  held  in  it  that  evening. 

It  was  under  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Upchurch  that  the  first 
Bible    School   was   organized.    This  was  in   1944. 

Preacher  Cashwell  helped  start  and  organize  the 
first  Baptist  Training  Union,  then  called  B.Y.P.U. 

The  first  treasurer  of  the  church  was  Harvey 
Parrish.  The  first  Sunday  School  superintendent 
was  Jimmy  Price.  The  first  song  leader  was 
Brantley  Richardson.  The  first  organist  was 
Lunette  Price. 

The  first  double  funeral  held  at  Hales  Chapel  was 
of  Mary  Magnolia  Bunn  and  Carl  Buff  aloe  Bunn, 
children  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ed  Bunn,  in  February,  1931. 

The  first  wedding  was  that  of  Hattie  Morris  and 
Rassie  Stallings  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Nevelle  Stancil. 

The  infant  daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Will  Bunn  was 
the  first  person  buried  in  the  present  cemetery. 
Before,  the  old  Richardson  Cemetery,  located  on 
the  Vann  estate,  was  used. 

From  the  establishment  of  the  church,  there  had 
been  a  Saturday  afternoon  service.  This  service  was 
discontinued  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  H.  C. 
Upchurch. 

Two  persons  from  Hales  Chapel  Church  and  this 
community  who  have  become  ordained  ministers 
are  Rev.  A.  D.  Parrish  and  Gilmer  Parrish. 

During  the  early  days  of  the  church  real  Biblical 
church  discipline  was  imposed  upon  the  member- 
ship, and  the  causes  of  expulsion  from  the  con- 
gregation were  many. 


The  Communion  Service  was  first  conducted  by 
Brantley  Richardson  and  second  by  Henley  Hinton. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  church,  the  home  baked 
unleavened  bread,  cooked  by  Dora  Richardson, 
was  served  in  a  basket.  This  basket  was  furnished 
by  Nancy  Ellen  Driver.  Brantley  Richardson  pre- 
pared the  wine  at  home,  too.  It  was  usually  of 
blackberry  or  grape.  This  was  served  to  the  com- 
munion takers  in  a  water  glass. 

The  late  Mrs.  Bessie  Davis,  wife  of  Rev.  Theo  B. 
Davis  and  pastor  of  Hales  Chapel  at  the  time,  help- 
ed organize  the  first  Womans  Missionary  Society  in 
1930.  The  first  President  of  this  society  was 
Maybelle  Price  Eatman.  With  the  decline  of  the 
first  Womans  Missionary  Society,  a  second  one  was 
organized  in  1943.  Mrs.  Cecil  Corbett  of  Middlesex 
worked  with  the  women  of  this  community  in 
helping  to  establish  it.  The  first  President  of  this 
society  was  Sipsie  Bailey  Creech. 

Some  of  the  pianist  who  have  served  the  church 
are:  Lunette  Price  Liles,  Maybelle  Price  Eatman, 
Ruth  Kemp  Brown,  Inez  Lewis  Bailey,  Lottie  Vann 
Sutton,  E.  J.  Johnson  Liles,  Carmie  Turner,  Ruth 
Wheeler  Creech,  Scotte  Brown,  who  was  the  first 
man  to  serve,  Kay  Eatman  Nowell,  Mary  Esther 
Sadler  Vann,  Jane  Vann  and  Nell  Renfro  Creech. 

The  lowest  salary  ever  paid  a  pastor,  according  to 
the  records,  was  $125.60.  But  there  were  times,  as 
during  the  depression  years,  when  the  pastor  often 
went  unpaid. 

Very  little  remodeling  was  done  to  the  church  over 
the  years,  other  than  necessary  repairs.  During  the 
Rev.  H.  C.  Upchurch's  pastorate  two  Sunday 
School  rooms  were  added,  and  the  pulpit  was  re- 
worked. The  Rev.  Hugh  Cherry  was  instrumental 
in  helping  secure  new  pews  and  remodeling  the  old 
Sunday  School  rooms  during  his  tenure. 

The  church  began  sponsoring  a  Harvest  Day  Sale  in 
1945  for  the  benefit  of  securing  necessary  funds 
for  the  running  of  the  various  capacities  of  the 
church.  Barbecue  suppers  were  begun  in  1949  for 
the  purpose  of  starting  a  building  fund. 

The  list  of  pastors  that  have  served  Hales  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  are  as  follows:  W.  G.  Hall  -  1919 
to  1920,  Sloan  T.  Guy  -  1921  to  1923,  A.  A. 
Pippin  -  1924  to  1927,  C.  H.  Cashwell  -  1928  to 
1930,  Theo  B.  Davis  -  1931  to  1935,  N.  N.  Stancil 
-  1936,  H.  C.  Upchurch  -  1937  to  1945,  H.  E. 
Cherry  -  1946,  W.  W.  Turner  -  1947  to  1949, 
C.  H.  Norris  -  1949  to  1952,  Glynn  T.  Hill  -  1953 
to  1957,  Earl  Crumpler  -  1957,  Guy  P.  Helms  - 


1957  to  1962,  C.  R.  Lovell,  Jr.  -  1962  to  1964, 
Curtis  Tyler  —  1965  to  1968,  and  Hugh  Grimmer 
whose  pastorate  began  March  10,  1968. 

Hales  Chapel  Church  adopted  the  Unified  budget 
and  rotating  deacon  systems  in  April  of  1953.  Also 
put  into  effect  was  the  Lord's  Acre  Project  to 
supplement  the  building  fund. 

Those  who  have  served  as  church  clerks  are: 
Mr.  Fred  Hales,  Mr.  Harvey  Parrish,  Mr.  Will  E. 
Bunn,  Mr.  Vaiden  Richardson,  Mr.  Talmadge  Vann, 
Mr.  J.  O.  Allen,  Mrs.  Exum  Creech,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Lee  Driver,  Mr.  Calvin  Hales  &  Mrs.  B.Jaye  Pearce. 

Those  who  have  served  as  superintendents  of 
Sunday  School  are:  Mr.  Jimmy  Price,  Mr.  J.  D. 
Snipes,  Mr.  Brantley  Richardson,  Mr.  W.  E.  Bunn, 
Mr.  Sevella  Price,  Mr.  Talmadge  Vann,  Mr.  Johnny 
Hillard,  Mr.  Otis  Allen,  Mr.  Vaiden  Richardson, 
Mr.  Calvin  Hales,  Mr.  Lloyd  Tippett,  Mr.  Bill 
Creech  and  Mr.  Larry  Andrews. 

The  first  homecoming  day  was  held  November  4, 
1956,  with  many  friends  and  former  members 
present. 

In  1958,  after  a  decade  of  sponsoring  suppers, 
homecomings,  harvest  sales,  Lord's  Acre  projects 
and  other  donations  having  been  received  with  a 
new  church  as  the  goal,  it  was  felt  that  it  was  time 
for  the  dream  to  materialize.  Mr.  Roy  Brown, 
Vaiden  Richardson,  Will  Creech,  Buice  Creech, 
Marvin  Hinton,  Jesse  Driver  and  Jesse  Bailey  were 
elected  to  serve  on  a  building  committee  to  con- 
struct the  church  according  to  a  plan  selected  by 
the  church.  In  the  fall  of  1958,  work  was  begun  to 
prepare  a  site  for  the  new  structure.  Under  the  able 
leadership  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  Guy  Helms,  we 
launched  into  the  building  program.  Through  trials 
and  tribulation,  hopes  and  prayers,  everyone  work- 
ed fervently  to  get  the  new  building  complete 
enough  to  move  in.  At  long  last  on  Mother's  Day, 
May  14,  1961  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  new 
church.  Many  hearts  rejoiced  at  worshiping  to- 
gether in  the  $75,000.00  structure  for  the  first 
time. 

The  first  homecoming  in  this  church  was  held  on 
September  24,  1961.  Rev.  Glynn  T.  Hill,  Pastor 
from  1953  to  1957  delivered  the  homecoming 
sermon. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  new  church  was  that  of 
Miss  Jewel  Bailey  and  Mr.  Bobby  Ray  Ferrell  on 
September  9,  1961.  The  first  wedding  was  that 
of  Miss  Elmerine  Richardson  and  Mr.  Larry  Dupree 
on  December  3,  1961,  both  during  the  pastorate  of 


Rev.  Guy  P.  Helms. 

On  August  19,  1962,  Rev.  Guy  Helms  resigned  as 
pastor,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Maiden,  N.  C. 
Between  August  and  November  the  Church  was 
without  a  pastor.  Many  visiting  ministers  filled  the 
pulpit  during  these  three  months,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 18,  1962,  the  church  voted  to  call  Rev.  Claude 
Robert  Lovell,  Jr.  as  pastor.  He  was  a  student  at 
Wake  Forest  during  the  two  years  he  served  our 
church.  In  November  of  1964  he  resigned  to  accept 
a  position  as  associate  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Durham,  N.  C. 

In  January  of  1965,  Rev.  Curtis  Tyler  was  called  to 
be  the  pastor.  He  also,  was  a  student  at  South- 
eastern Seminary  in  Wake  Forest. 

In  April  of  1965  the  baptistry  was  completed.  The 
first  person  to  be  baptized  in  the  baptistry  was 
Butch  Mann  on  April  18,  1965  which  was  Easter 
Sunday. 

During  October,  1965  the  members  voted  to  start 
having  quarterly  business  meetings  on  the  Wednes- 
day night  following  the  third  Sunday  of  the  first 
month  in  each  new  quarter.  Previously,  business 
meetings  were  held  on  Sunday  morning  following 
the  morning  worship  service. 

The  educational  building  was  completed  in  the 
spring  of  1966.  Everyone  was  very  proud  of  the 
new  classrooms  and  especially  the  ladies  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  who  for  the  first  time, 
were  given  a  room  to  call  their  own. 

For  sometime  the  need  for  a  church  constitution 
and  by-laws  was  felt  by  the  members,  so  on  De- 
cember 12,  1965  after  much  study  and  prayer,  a 
proposed  constitution  and  by-laws  were  presented 
to  the  church.  On  January  19,  1966  at  the  quarter- 
ly business  meeting  they  were  accepted  unanimous- 
ly by  the  church.  Those  on  the  committee  to  draw 
up  the  constitution  and  by-laws  were:  Rev.  Curtis 
Tyler,  Mr.  Larry  Andrews  —  Chairman,  Mrs.  Frank 
Chamblee  —  Vice-Chairman,  Mrs.  Bobby  Wall  — 
Secretary,  Mr.  Calvin  Hales,  Mr.  Lloyd  Tippett, 
Mrs.  B.  Jaye  Pearce,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carmel  Wall. 

The  men  of  the  church  met  on  May  20,  1966  and 
organized  a  Baptist  Mens  Organization.  They  were 
assisted  by  the  associational  missionary,  Rev.  R.  E. 
Moore.  Dr.  Donald  Cooke,  of  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  faculty  brought  the  devotional  message. 
Mr.   Carmel  Wall  was  elected  the   first  president. 

On  June  22,  1967  the  church  voted  to  employ 
Mrs.  Jack  Parker  to  clean  the  church  weekly  at  a 


salary  of  $50.00  per  month.  Prior  to  this,  several 
methods  had  been  used  to  clean  the  church,  all  on 
a  voluntary  basis. 

One  of  the  young  men  of  the  church,  Alton  Price, 
was  killed  while  serving  his  country  in  Viet  Nam  on 
August  2,  1966.  A  piano  was  presented  to  the 
church  in  his  memory  by  the  family  in  December, 
1966. 

The  sixty-fourth  annual  session  of  the  Johnston 
Baptist  Association  was  held  at  the  church  on 
October  18,  1966.  The  inspirational  message  was 
given  by  Dr.  E.  Luther  Copeland,  Professor  of 
Missions  at  Southeastern  Seminary.  There  were 
approximately  215  in  attendance. 

At  a  called  meeting  after  the  morning  worship 
service  on  February  26,  1967,  the  church  voted  to 
erect  a  steeple  on  the  church.  The  steeple  was  com- 
pleted by  the  first  of  September,  1967.  In  the 
spring  of  1967  an  outside  lighted  bulletin  board 
was  erected.  It  was  paid  for  through  the  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Roy  Brown,  who  started  a  project  of  hand- 
work on  behalf  of  the  Minnie  Hinton  Circle. 

The    first   youth-led   revival  was  conducted  at  the 


church  on  April  21—23,  1967.  The  speaker  for 
these  services  was  Shannon  Scott  of  Hopkins 
Chapel  Church  and  a  student  at  Campbell  College. 
Ronnie  Chamblee  was  president  of  the  youth 
council  who  planned  the  revival. 

On  August  27,  1967,  Mr.  W.  E.  Bunn,  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  Hales  Chapel  Church  died.  He 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Vaiden  Richardson,  a  deacon 
and  ever  faithful  member,  who  died  on  Septem- 
ber 6,  1967. 

During  the  summer  of  1967  the  members  of  the 
church  donated  the  money  to  have  a  new  well  dug 
for  Mr.  Lonnie  Faucette,  a  deacon  who  was  per- 
manently    injured     in     an    automobile    accident. 

It  is  with  thankful  hearts  to  God,  for  the  many 
blessings  he  has  bestowed  on  the  church  and  com- 
munity, and  with  grateful  hearts  for  the  dedicated 
efforts  of  those  leaders  who  are  now  deceased,  that 
the  members  of  Hales  Chapel  Baptist  Church  do 
observe  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  church  this  Lord's  Day  in  the  year  of  1968. 

B.  Jaye  Pearce, 
Church  Clerk 


PLEASANT  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


"Lying  on  the  east  side  of  a  public  road,  bounded 
as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  at  a  stake  near  public 
road,  thence  east  70  yards,  with  H.  H.  Johnson's 
line  to  a  stake,  thence  south  70  yards  to  a  stake, 
thence  west  70  yards  to  a  stake  at  public  road, 
thence  north  70  yards  to  the  beginning,  containing 
1  acre."  This  is  the  description  of  the  lot  upon 
which  our  church  is  built. 

With  the  help  and  guidance  of  my  husband, 
Josephus  Johnson,  and  the  assistance  of  an  aide, 
we  found  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  Register 
of  Deeds  of  Johnston  County  in  Smithfield  in 
Book  M6,  Page  5,  the  deed  conveying  ownership  of 
the  plot  of  land  containing  one  acre  of  land  to  the 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Christian  Conference. 
We  have  in  our  possession  a  photostatic  copy  of 
this  deed  given  by  Charlotte  Stephenson  and 
Bennett  Stephenson  to  the  trustees  of  the  Christian 
Conference:  N.  B.  Honeycutt  and  M.  J.  Langdon, 
dated  August  18,  1887,  of  the  lot  upon  which 
Pleasant  Grove  Christian  Church  was  to  be  built. 
The  price  as  stated  in  the  deed  was  $12.50  for  this 
70  yard  square  plot  of  land.  Members  of  the 
Christian  denomination  built  a  house  of  worship, 
consisting  of  a  single  large  room.  Rev.  N.  B.  (Brack) 
Honeycutt  was  the  pastor.  Among  those  helping 
on  the  building  was  Erastus  Stephenson,  brother  of 
Bennett  Stephenson. 

Anyway,  the  people  of  the  Christian  denomination 
built  the  church  and  must  have  worshipped  there 
for  some  time  for  they  furnished  the  church 
adequately  for  the  time  it  was  built.  They  pur- 
chased a  pedal  organ  and  a  few  hymn  books.  They 
built  solid  wooden  pews,  some  of  which  were  in 
use  in  the  Ladies'  classroom  until  recently.  What 
happened  to  that  organization?  We  can  find  no 
record  and  we  do  not  know. 

On  Page  465  of  Book  Q10  in  the  Register  of  Deeds 
Office  of  Johnston  County  is  recorded  a  deed  of 
October  26,  1909,  made  by  J.  D.  Wicker  of  Lee 
County;  W.  G.  Clement  of  Wake  County;  and 
J.  L.  Forster  of  Alamance  County,  Trustees  of  the 
Eastern  North  Carolina  Conference  of  the  Christian 
Denomination,  and  Major  J.  Langdon,  local  trustee, 
to  Archie  Johnson,  J.  P.  Canady  and  J.  M.  Beaty, 
Trustees  of  Pleasant  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  Johnston  County  of  North  Carolina,  for 
$150.00.  The  church  property  included  the  per- 
sonal property  in  the  church  situated  upon  said 
parcel  of  land,  consisting  of  organ,  pulpit,  chairs, 
seats,  etc.,  to  have  and  to  hold  forever  by  the 
trustees  and  their  successors  in  office. 


Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Fuquay  Varina,  North  Carolina 

We  have  no  record  of  the  happenings  at  this  small 
church  in  the  grove  of  young  oak  trees,  which  was 
called  Pleasant  Grove,  until  1920.  Across  the 
buggy-path,  the  so-called  public  road,  was  built  a 
school  building,  also  called  Pleasant  Grove. 

My  memory  of  this  church  and  school  began  when 
I  was  only  five  years  of  age,  in  the  fall  of  1917.  I 
started  to  school  at  Pleasant  Grove  in  the  late  fall, 
walking  with  my  sister,  Claudia  Stephenson  Brown, 
the  two  miles  each  morning  and  afternoon.  In  the 
custom  of  the  times,  we  carried  our  lunch  to 
school  in  a  big  lunch  basket  from  which  we  ate 
together.  On  pretty  days  the  pupils  were  permitted 
the  pleasure  of  going  over  to  the  church  grounds  to 
sit  on  the  carpet  of  green  moss  to  eat.  It  was  an 
especial  pleasure  if  some  of  the  "big"  girls  would 
hold  me  up  to  look  through  the  window  so  I  could 
see  the  inside  of  the  church. 

Was  the  pulpit  the  Gate  of  Heaven?  I  wondered  as  I 
gazed  in  awe  through  a  window  on  the  south  side 
of  the  church.  The  pulpit  was  formed  of  two  side 
pillars,  perhaps  eight  inches  square  —  as  I  remem- 
ber —  with  a  bar  across  the  top  on  which  rested  a 
large  slanted  board  to  hold  a  Bible,  and  a  bar  across 
the  bottom.  Between  these  bars  were  several 
shaped  columns,  perhaps  three  to  four  inches  in 
diameter.  To  my  childish  eyes  the  whole  pulpit 
resembled  a  wooden  gate  —  hence  my  wonder  if 
it  were  the  "Gate  of  Heaven." 

Another  fascination  to  my  gaze  was  the  ancient 
pedal  organ.  Of  course  I  had  seen  parlor  organs 
with  tall  tops  and  shelves  to  hold  the  hand  lamps 
necessary   for  use  at  night,  but  the  church  organ 


was  short  and  plain  and  had  a  stool  that  could  be 
turned  to  raise  the  seat  higher  or  lower.  The  lamps 
that  lighted  the  church  were  other  marvels.  They 
were  glass  lamps  with  glass  globes  and  burned 
kerosene.  They  were  attached  to  the  wall  and  had 
a  reflector  shaped  like  an  aluminum  pie  plate 
behind  each  glass  globe. 

Looking  through  the  windows  was  as  far  as  we 
were  permitted  back  then,  if  I  remember  correctly, 
but  a  wonderful  thing  occurred  during  the  summer 
of  1920,  I  think.  Mr.  Everett  Gardner  of  Angier 
came  out  to  Pleasant  Grove  and  taught  a  "singing 
school"  for  one  week!  We  learned  to  sing  do— me— 
sol— do  and  to  keep  time  with  our  hands.  Down, 
across,  back,  up!  One,  two,  three,  four!  This 
singing  school  was  taught  in  the  church  and  was  a 
wonderful  week  —  to  most  of  us.  A  few  had  a 
miserable  time,  however,  for  during  lunch  one  day, 
some  of  the  older  girls  sat  on  the  moss  to  eat 
lunch  —  but  they  also  sat  down  on  a  yellow  jacket 
nest! 

It  is  told,  but  not  recorded,  that  an  occasional 
visiting  preacher  would  come  and  hold  services  in 
the  church,  whether  there  were  few  or  almost  none 
to  hear  him.  It  is  also  told  that  a  preacher  called 
Brother  Wall  came  one  Sunday  and  his  entire 
audience  was  one  person,  Mr.  Archie  Johnson,  Sr.! 

My  parents,  Claude  and  Nellie  Stephenson,  moved 
to  this  community  from  Cleveland  Township  in 
1915.  They  were  both  members  of  Shiloh  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  and  they  missed  having  a  near- 
by church  to  attend  regularly.  As  often  as  possible 
they  went  back  to  Shiloh  on  second  Sundays  in  the 
month,  but  Spence  Chapel  Presbyterian  Church 
was  much  nearer,  so  my  earliest  memories  of 
Sunday  School  are  of  Spence  Chapel. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Johnson,  Miss  Lizzie  Johnson, 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Johnson  Reardon  lived  for  some 
time  in  Buies  Creek  and  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  there.  They  moved  back  to  this  community 
and  they,  too,  missed  a  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Gilbert  and  their  family  bought 
a  farm  near  Massengill  millpond.  They  were  also 
members  of  a  Baptist  Church,  possibly  in  South 
Carolina,  so  these  eight  people  got  together  and 
tried  to  get  a  church  organization  started.  They  did 
and  were  the  eight  Charter  Members. 

I  remember  quite  well  the  day  our  church  was 
organized.  It  was  December  12,  1920,  the  second 
Sunday  afternoon.  It  was  a  cold,  gray,  drizzly  day 
outside,  but  inside  the  church,  the  small  group 
present    were    reverent    but    joyous    at    having    a 


church  of  their  own. 

My  eyes  must  have  been  very  big  in  wonder  at  the 
occasion  I  was  sharing.  Mr.  Gilbert  and  my  father 
were  chosen  and  ordained  as  Deacons.  Mr.  Gilbert 
was  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  teacher 
of  the  one  class.  My  mother  played  the  organ  and 
everyone  sang  to  the  glory  of  God  for  His  goodness 
in  letting  us  have  a  place  of  worship.  His  blessings 
have  been  bestowed  graciously  upon  us  during  the 
years,  to  permit  us  to  grow  from  a  nucleus  of  eight 
people  to  over  200  at  present. 

My  father,  Claude  Stephenson,  was  elected  the  first 
Clerk  of  the  church  and  recorded  the  minutes  as 
follows: 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  December  12, 1920, Pleasant 
Grove  Church  was  organized  with  eight  Charter 
Members,  with  Rev.  H.  W.  Baucom,  pastor  of 
Shiloh  Church,  officiating.  After  which  Claude 
Stephenson  and  J.  E.  Gilbert  were  elected  Deacons 
of  the  church. 

Rev.  M.  P.  Davis  of  Four  Oaks  served  as  pastor 
beginning  January  1,  1921.  During  the  summer  of 
1921,  a  series  of  meetings  was  held,  Rev.  Braxton 
Craig  doing  the  preaching.  At  the  close  of  this 
meeting,  Hettie  Godwin  of  Angier  presented  a 
letter  for  membership.  W.  Elmon  Lassiter  joined  by 
Christian  experience  and  was  baptized  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Sunday  afternoon,  April  4,  1922,  Church  sat  in 
conference.  It  was  agreed  to  hold  communion 
services  at  our  regular  services  in  the  following 
months  of  the  year,  to  wit:  May,  August,  Novem- 
ber, and  February.  1923,  Rev.  M.  P.  Davis,  served 
as  pastor. 

1924,  Rev.  B.  M.  Shacklette  of  Angier  served  as 
pastor. 

1925,  Rev.  S.  S.  McGregor  of  Smithfield  was 
pastor,  beginning  in  February.  In  August  of  this 
year,  McGregor  conducted  several  days  meetings. 
At  the  close  Mrs.  Bertha  King,  Mrs.  Lula  Wood, 
Cy  Coats,  Charlie  Gilbert  and  Cosby  Gilbert  joined 
by  Christian  experience  and  were  baptized  the 
following  day.  Russell  Hatcher,  Jimmy  King  and 
Lettie  King  were  received  under  the  watch-care  of 
the  church  until  their  letters  could  be  obtained 
from  Shiloh. 

October  19  to  23,  1925,  Bro.  McGregor  conducted 
a  meeting  and  during  these  meetings,  Sister  Claudia 
Lee  Stephenson  was  received  under  the  watch-care 
of  the   church   until  her  letter  could  be  obtained 


from  Buies  Creek  Church. 

August  15,  1926,  at  the  close  of  the  service,  Sister 
Malissa  Hawkes  was  received  into  the  church  by 
letter  from  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Route  3, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

From  August  15  to  24,  1926,  Brother  McGregor 
held  a  series  of  meetings  at  Pleasant  Grove  Church. 
On  Friday  night  of  the  meeting,  Sister  Clyda 
Stephenson  was  received  into  the  church  by  letter 
from  Hood's  Grove  Baptist  Church.  At  the  close  of 
services  Sunday  night,  Viola  Gilbert  came  forward 
and  was  received  into  the  church  by  Christian 
experience  and  was  baptized  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  3:00. 

Beginning  August  22nd  to  the  31st,  1927,  Rev. 
S.  S.  McGregor  conducted  a  series  of  meetings. 
During  this  meeting  Rexie  McGee  and  Edith 
Stephenson  came  forward  with  letters  from  Buies 
Creek  and  were  received  into  the  full  fellowship  of 
the  church.  R.  V.  Hawkes,  J.  L.  Ogburn,  Cader 
Love,  Irene  Johnson  and  Florence  Johnson  were 
received  into  the  church  upon  their  Christian 
experience  and  were  baptized  Sunday  afternoon, 
September  4,  1927. 

After  the  baptizing  they  returned  to  the  church  for 
services.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  the  doors  of 
the  church  were  open  for  the  reception  of  mem- 
bers. Sister  Cara  Love  came  forward  and  was 
received  into  the  church  for  baptism,  which  took 
place  the  second  Sunday,  September  11,  1927.  At 
the  water,  Brother  W.  A.  Love  presented  himself 
for  baptism  and  was  received  and  was  baptized  at 
the  same  time  his  wife  was.  On  October  16,  1927, 
Mrs.  Ada  Ogburn  was  received  into  the  church  by 
letter  from  Mount  Olive. 

On  the  second  Sunday  in  April,  1928,  the  church 
appointed  Brethren  R.  V.  Hawkes,  J.  L.  Ogburn, 
and  W.  A.  Love  as  Deacons  of  the  church.  The 
second  Sunday  in  May,  1928,  the  Reverends 
I.  E.  D.  Andrews,  and  W.  R.  Beach  came  and 
assisted  Rev.  McGregor  in  ordaining  R.  V.  Hawkes, 
J.  L.  Ogburn  and  W.  A.  Love  as  Deacons  of  the 
church. 

Sunday  afternoon,  July  8,  1928,  at  the  close  of  the 
services,  Brother  G.  Willie  Lee  and  his  wife  came 
forward  and  were  received  into  the  church  for 
baptism,  the  baptizing  to  be  held  at  Gregory's  Mill 
Sunday  afternoon  at  two  o'clock.  After  the  bap- 
tizing on  Sunday  afternoon,  July  15,  services  were 
held  at  the  church.  The  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship 
was  given  Brother  G.  Willie  Lee  and  wife,  Mary  Lee. 


A  series  of  meetings  was  held  at  Pleasant  Grove 
Church  from  August  20th  to  the  30th,  1928, 
Rev.  McGregor  preaching.  During  this  meeting  the 
doors  of  the  church  were  opened  for  the  reception 
of  members.  Mr.  David  Wood  came  forward  and 
was  received  into  the  church.  The  baptizing  took 
place  September  2,  1928,  at  Gregory's  Mill,  return- 
ing to  the  church  where  services  were  held  and  the 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  extended  Brother  Wood. 

From  the  19th  to  the  28th  of  August,  1929,  a 
series  of  meetings  was  held,  Rev.  J.  C.  McGregor 
and  Rev.  S.  S.  McGregor  doing  the  preaching.  At 
the  close  of  these  meetings  the  doors  of  the  church 
were  open  for  the  reception  of  members.  Mayo  Lee, 
Annie  Lee  Hawkes,  and  Rosa  Gilbert  came  forward 
and    were  received  into   the  church   for  baptism. 

Sunday,  October  20,  1929,  at  the  close  of  the 
services,  a  short  conference  was  held  to  complete 
the  letter  to  the  Association.  At  this  time  the 
resignation  of  Claude  Stephenson  as  Church  Clerk 
was  accepted  and  Sister  Ada  Ogburn  elected  Clerk 
for  the  ensuing  two  years.  There  being  no  further 
business,  the  church  adjourned. 

S.  S.  McGregor,  Moderator 
Claude  Stephenson,  Church  Clerk 
So  ended  the  record  as  kept  by  my  father. 

At  the  services  Sunday,  October  17,  1929.  the 
church  service  was  changed  from  the  second 
Sunday   afternoon  to  the  first  Sunday  afternoon. 

From  the  18th  to  the  25th  of  May,  1930,  a  revival 
was  held.  Rev.  McGregor  did  the  preaching. 

Sunday,  October  19,  1930  was  the  beginning  of 
Fellowship  Week  in  the  Johnston  Association.  At 
this  service  a  history  of  the  church  written  by 
Brother  Claude  Stephenson  was  read.  Judge  F.  H. 
Brooks  of  Smithfield  was  present  and  made  a  talk 
on  Christian  Education  and  the  Centennial  Fund. 

November  1930,  Rev.  McGregor  resigned  as  pastor 
of  the  church.  The  resignation  became  effective  the 
first  of  January,  1931. 

Rev.  W.  O.  Rosser  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  in  February  1931. 

From  the  third  Sunday  to  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
September  1931,  a  revival  was  held.  Rev.  Rosser 
did  the  preaching.  During  the  revival  Naomi  Love, 
Lacy  Gilbert  and  William  Lee  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism. 

Sunday,  February  28,  1932,  the  church  held  con- 


ference  to  consider  whether  or  not  the  church 
would  be  willing  to  raise  the  pastor's  salary  to 
justify  his  coming  to  Pleasant  Grove  twice  a  month. 
It  was  unanimously  voted  that  the  church  ask  the 
pastor  to  resign  unless  he  could  come  two  Sundays 
each  month  as  heretofore. 

March  20,  1932,  Rev.  W.  O.  Rosser  resigned  as 
pastor  of  the  church. 

Sunday,  April  17,  1932,  the  church  extended  a  call 
to  Rev.  W.  E.  Bond  to  serve  the  church  as  pastor. 
He  accepted  the  call  to  begin  the  pastorate  the  first 
of  May,  1932. 

In  May  1932,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  C.  Nichols,  Shirley, 
Carrington,  and  Marjorie  Nichols  were  received 
into  the  church  by  letter  from  a  church  in  Virginia. 

A  revival  meeting  was  held  from  the  second  Sunday 
until  the  third  Sunday  in  September,  1932.  There 
were  four  additions  to  the  church:  Grey  Nichols, 
Mrs.  Daisy  Barbour  and  Silas  Poe  Lee  by  baptism, 
and  Amos  Barbour  who  had  once  been  a  member 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  united  by  statement. 

A  revival  was  held  from  the  17th  through  the  26th 
of  September  1933,  Rev.  Otha  Hilliard  doing  the 
preaching.  There  were  five  additions  by  baptism: 
John  P.  Stephenson,  Mrs.  Ruby  Parrish,  Ruth 
Hawkes,  Marguerite  Blanchard  and  Nellie  Audrey 
Lee. 

No  minutes  have  been  found  for  the  period  of 
1933  to  1940. 

Though  there  is  no  record  in  the  minutes,  we  recall 
that  the  old  organ  was  replaced  by  a  piano  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  McGregor.  The  church  pur- 
chased new  hymn  books.  Classrooms  were  curtained 
to  set  apart  areas  for  different  classes.  The  church 
was  painted  and  roofed.  Church  services  were 
changed  from  afternoon  to  morning. 

In  1935,  the  church  was  host  to  the  Johnston 
Baptist  Association  on  the  6th  and  7th  of 
November. 

Revival  began  at  Pleasant  Grove  September  1, 1940. 
Mrs.  Clara  Moss  and  Mrs.  Vara  McGee  joined  by 
letter.  The  following  presented  themselves  as 
candidates  for  church  membership  by  baptism: 
Mrs.  Early  Love,  Margaret  Vaughn,  Wilma  Marcom, 
Annie  May  Tutor  Bond,  Billy  Marcom,  James  Moss, 
Waverly  Stephenson,  A.  M.  Jones,  and  Melvin 
Revels. 


ber  1940  and  wrote  for  a  letter  of  dismission  for 
himself,  his  wife,  and  two  children,  which  was 
granted. 

The  church  called  Rev.  G.  McLeod  Bryan  in 
May  1941  to  serve  the  church  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Revival  began  the  fifth  Sunday  in  September  1941. 
Mr.  Bryan  preached  some  nights  and  Dr.  McCullogh 
of  Clayton  the  other  nights.  Maybelle  Roberts  and 
Evelyn  King  joined  for  baptism  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Campbell  and  Airs.  Buren  Revels  joined  by  letter. 

Revival  began  at  Pleasant  Grove  the  third  Sunday 
night  in  August  1942.  There  were  15  candidates 
for  baptism  and  three  moved  their  membership.  No 
names  were  recorded. 

The  third  Sunday  in  September,  Joyce  Byrd  joined. 

The  first  Sunday  in  December  1942,  five  people 
joined  but  no  names  were  recorded. 

Richard  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Hudson  Austin  joined 
the  church  the  third  Sunday  in  July,  1943,  and 
were  baptized  the  third  Sunday  in  August.  Richard 
was  only  eight  years  of  age,  the  youngest  person  to 
be  baptized  into  church  membership  up  to  this 
time.  He  was  asked  to  represent  the  church  and 
make  a  speech  at  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association 
at  Sardis  Church  in  November  of  1943,  on  "What 
Vacation  Bible  School  Means  To  Me."  He  made  an 
excellent  report.  Richard  was  taken  ill  with  virus 
pneumonia  and  died  on  January  14,  1944. 

Mayo  and  Bill  McHenry  were  received  into  our 
church  September  19,  1943,  by  letter. 

Claudia  Brown  came  back  by  letter  from  Rocky 
Knoll  Baptist  Church  in  Greensboro  on  October  3, 
1943. 

A  revival  the  first  week  in  September,  1943,  closed 
with  four  new  members:  Raymond  Sanders,  Betty 
Sanders,    Mrs.   Melvin    Revels,    and    Edsel   Penny. 

Mac  Bryan  preached  in  our  revival  the  third  week 
in  August,  1944.  Nimrod  Carroll  joined  and  was 
baptized  the  first  Sunday  in  September,  the  last 
time  Mac  preached. 

Supply  pastors  were  Gilmore  Parrish,  Charles 
Carroll,  Jr.,  a  Mr.  Melton  and  two  others  from 
Wake  Forest. 

Charles  Carroll,  Jr.  was  called  in  December  1944 
for  pastor  for  the  year  1945. 


Rev.  Bond  resigned  on  the  third  Sunday  in  Septem- 


Lucille  Stephenson  joined  on  the  first  Sunday  in 


December  1944  and  Nimrod  Stephenson  joined  on 
the  third  Sunday  in  February  1945. 

Mr.  Jim  Wilkins  joined  in  April  1945  and  on  the 
third  Sunday  in  May  1945,  Mrs.  Ada  Wilkins, 
Mamie,  Dorothy,  Leamon,  and  Gladys  Wilkins, 
and    Mrs.    Wilbern    Stephenson   joined    by    letter. 

During  1945,  the  church  elected  and  ordained 
Brother  G.  Willie  Lee  and  Brother  W.  S.  Marcom 
as  Deacons. 

Rev.  Charles  Carroll,  Jr.  was  with  us  the  last  time 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  September  1945.  Mrs.  Mary 
Carroll  Williams  was  baptized  that  Sunday. 

Supply  pastors  from  Wake  Forest  filled  in. 

The  church  called  Rev.  Worth  Braswell  as  pastor 
in  1946. 

A  revival  started  on  August  30,  1947,  Mr.  Stone 
doing  the  preaching,  with  10  additions  to  the 
church,  but  no  names  were  recorded. 

Nothing  was  recorded   in  the   minutes   for   1948. 

A  revival  began  July  3,  1949,  Troy  Bennett  did  the 
preaching.  New  members  were:  Louise  Wilkins, 
Spencer  Wilkins,  Norma  Lee  Wilkins,  Larue 
Edgerton,  Bobby  Edgerton,  Glenwood  Parrish,  Bill 
Byrd,  Ida  Pearl  Lee,  Peggy  Matthews  and  by  letter: 
Mrs.  Andrew  Edgerton  and  Rufus  Wilkins. 

The  revival  began  the  third  Sunday  in  June,  1950, 
Worth  Braswell  doing  the  preaching.  These  joined 
by  letter:  Vernona  Sanders,  Thelma  Lee,  Worth 
Braswell,  Mrs.  Delia  Cooper,  Mrs.  Frank  Matthews, 
a  Mrs.  Parrish  (no  given  name  recorded)  and 
Mrs.  Millard  Higgins;  Mr.  Early  Love  joined  to  be 
baptized  and  Lena  Rose  Braswell  joined  at  the 
pond  and  was  baptized. 

During  the  revival  in  1951,  the  most  candidates 
presented  themselves  for  church  membership  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  and  were  baptized  in  a 
beautiful  service  in  Barbour's  Pond.  They  were: 
Janice  Austin,  Billy  Austin,  Bobby  Austin,  Janice 
Langdon,  J.  H.  Langdon,  Jr.,  Katherine  Langdon, 
Joan  Langdon,  Bob  Sanders,  Lewis  Sanders,  Callie 
Sanders,  Jane  Sanders,  Gordon  Stephenson, 
Carolyn  Stephenson,  Sue  Stephenson,  Sue  Marcom, 
Janet  Sandets,  Annie  Merle  Johnson,  Sarah  Beasley, 
Jack  Evans,  Nora  Carroll,  Edith  Gray  Byrd,  Peggy 
Faye  Byrd,  Betty  Moss,  Glenn  Carroll,  Rachel 
Barnes,  Joyce  Fowler,  Melvin  Love,  Mozelle 
Stephenson,  Susie  Hawkes,  and  Gail  Thrower. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  C.  Thrower  joined  by  letter. 


In  June  1952,  Mr.  Price  of  Pisgah  brought  the 
messages  during  the  revival.  Mrs.  Bill  Byrd  joined 
by  letter  and  Dorothy  McGee  and  Janice  Ennis  by 
baptism. 

The  fourth  Sunday  in  May  1952  was  Dedication 
Day. 

In  conference  January  17,  1953,  the  church  voted 
to  invite  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association  to  meet 
with  us  on  the  second  day  of  the  annual  meeting  in 
October. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Lee  began  serving  as  Church  Clerk 
October  1,  1953. 

February  20,  1955,  the  church  voted  to  purchase 
new    stained    glass    windows    for    the    sanctuary. 

May  22,  1955,  the  church  called  Rev.  Hugh 
Bumgarner  as  pastor  and  to  conduct  revival  services 
in  June. 

January  1,  1956,  conference  voted  to  purchase 
maps  and  blackboards  for  the  Sunday  School 
rooms. 

July  1,  1956,  the  church  voted  to  get  water  from 
Mr.  Vernon  Langdon's  well.  An  offering  was  taken 
to  pay  for  installing  pipes,  spigots,  and  fountain. 

At  conference  on  Sunday,  April  28,  1957,  the 
church   voted   to   call   Rev.  C.   W.   Cox  as  pastor. 

At  conference  on  June  1,  1957,  the  church  elected 
three  new  Deacons:  Brother  Nimrod  Stephenson, 
Brother   George    Carroll,    and    Brother    Bill   Byrd. 

At  conference  on  December  17,  1957,  the  church 
voted  to  work  with  Shiloh  Church  as  a  field  and  to 
pay  the  pastor  $100.00  a  month  salary,  provided 
Shiloh  would  vote  to  pay  $100.00  a  month  also. 

February  16,  1958,  Rev.  C.  W.  Cox  resigned  as 
pastor. 

Rev.   Harvey  Duke  was  called  as  pastor  in  1958. 

At  a  conference  on  September  23,  1962,  the 
church  voted  to  fix  the  piano,  fix  the  building,  dig 
a  well,  install  a  pump  and  build  toilets. 

Retha  Johnson  became  Church  Clerk  in  1963. 
The  church  purchased  a  Baldwin  organ  in  1963. 
Rev.  Pat  Childress  was  called  as  pastor  in  1964. 
At    conference    on    April    7,    1965,    the    church 


accepted  a  deed  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon 
Langdon  for  land  on  which  to  build  a  parsonage  if 
the  church  would  build  within  ten  years.  If  not, 
the  land  would  revert  to  the  Langdons. 

On  June  27,  1965,  the  church  voted  to  call 
Rev.  Gerald  Davis  as  pastor. 

Mrs.   Eva  Austin  began  as  Church  Clerk  in  1965. 

On  Sunday,  February  27,  1966,  after  the  worship 
service,  the  congregation  went  to  the  lot  donated 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langdon  for  a  ground-breaking 
ceremony.  Mrs.  Gerald  Davis  was  asked  by  her 
husband  to  turn  the  traditional  first  shovel  of  dirt 
to  mark  the  formal  start  of  construction  for  the 
Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church  Pastorium. 

On  October  2,  1966,  Brother  Rufus  Wilkins  was 
elected  as  Deacon,  and  ordained  on  Sunday, 
October  23,  1966. 


resignation  to  go  to  Richlands,  North  Carolina,  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  there,  to  be 
effective  August  17,  1969.  The  church  accepted 
his  resignation. 

August  17,  1969,  the  church  voted  to  call 
Rev.  Jimmy  Privette  as  pastor. 

September  24,  1969,  Bro.  Troy  Buffkin  was 
chosen  to  serve  as  Deacon,  to  be  ordained  on  a 
later  date. 

Ordination  services  were  held  on  September  28, 
1969  for  Pastor  Jimmy  Privette,  with  Reverend 
Raymond  Moore,  Associational  Missionary,  pre- 
siding. 

September  9,  1970,  the  church  elected  Bro.  Buster 
Johnson  and  Bro.  Charles  Gregory  to  be  Deacons, 
with  ordination  service  on  Sunday  night,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1970. 


January  18,  1967,  the  church  voted  to  buy  choir 
robes  for  the  Adult  and  Junior  Choirs.  These  were 
used    first    on   Easter   Sunday,  March    26,    1967. 

The  Married  Couples  Class  presented  the  church 
with  an  outside  lighted  signor  bulletin  board  that 
cost  $160.00.  The  sign  was  ready  for  our  Easter 
Services,  1967. 


The  church  voted  to  purchase  wall-to-wall  carpet 
for  the  Sanctuary  on  January  6,  1971. 

July  9,  1971,  the  church  voted  to  honor  Mrs.  G. 
Willie  Lee  with  a  gift  on  her  retirement  the  last 
Sunday  in  September,  also  that  a  write-up  about 
Mrs.  Lee's  service  to  her  church  be  published  in 
the  Biblical  Recorder. 


On  Sunday,  September  24,  1967,  the  church  voted 
to  replace  the  retiring  Deacons,  Bro.  G.  Willie  Lee 
and  Bro.  George  Carroll  by  Bro.  Alton  Johnson 
and  Bro.  Glenn  Carroll.  Ordination  services  were 
held  on  Sunday,  October  22,  1967. 

July  21,  1968,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  and 
have  installed  a  heating  and  air  conditioning  system 
costing  $4,225.00,  from  the  Stephenson  Electric, 
Co.  of  Garner. 

On  October  2,  1968,  Sunbeams,  Girls  Auxilliary 
and  Royal  Ambassadors  were  started. 

October  13,  1968,  the  church  elected  Bro.  G.  Willie 
Lee  and  Bro.  Leamon  Wilkins  to  be  Deacons  to 
replace  Bro.  Nimrod  Stephenson  and  Bro.  Bill  Byrd, 
with  the  ordination  for  Bro.  Leamon  Wilkins  on 
Sunday,  November  14,  1968. 

February  12,  1969,  the  church  voted  to  re-roof  the 
church  building. 

March  12,  1969,  the  church  voted  to  buy  100 
Baptist   Hymnals   for   use  in  the  worship  services. 

July    9,     1969,    Rev.    Gerald    Davis    tendered    his 


The  lights  in  the  church  sanctuary  were  given  by 
the  family  of  Mrs.  Beulah  McGee  Stephenson  in 
her  memory,  and  were  dedicated  on  Sunday, 
October  10,  1971,  as  a  memorial  to  her  sincerity 
and  service. 

Rev.  Jimmy  Privette  resigned  on  October  1  0,  1971, 
effective  November  14,  1971,  and  the  church 
accepted  his  resignation. 

A  placque  in  memory  of  the  Charter  Members  of 
the  church,  who  organized  and  established  Pleasant 
Grove  Baptist  Church  in  the  year  1920,  was  pur- 
chased and  erected  in  the  front  church  wall 
September  27,  1970,  by  Bro.  Nimrod  Stephenson 
and  family. 

On  September  30,  1971,  Mrs.  G.  Willie  Lee  resigned 
her  position  as  teacher  of  the  Junior  Girl's  Class, 
completing  43  years  of  faithful  service.  For  17 
years  she  served  as  president  of  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  and  never  missed  a  meeting  dur- 
ing this  time.  She  was  presented  a  silver  tray, 
suitable  inscribed,  by  a  great-niece  and  former 
pupil,  Sarah  Nell  Johnson,  with  a  lovely  tribute  to 
"Aunt  Mary."  Pictures  for  publication  were  taken 
by  J.  H.  Langdon,  Jr. 


In  1971,  Junior  Hymnals  were  given  for  use  by  the 
Junior  Choir  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  C.  Parrish, 
by  her  son,  Charles  Parrish,  and  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Parrish  Johnson. 

December  19,  1971,  the  church  voted  to  call 
Rev.  A.  B.  Moon,  Sr.  as  our  pastor.  He  assumed  his 
pastorate  Sunday,  January  30,  1972. 

January  5,  1972,  the  church  voted  to  issue  a 
license  to  preach  to  Bro.  Medwick  Byrd.  This 
license  to  preach  was  presented  Bro.  Byrd  on 
Sunday,  January  23,  1972,  by  Bro.  G.  Willie  Lee. 

In  1972  a  committee  was  asked  to  draw  up  a  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  for  the  church. 

On  May  10,  1972,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buster  Johnson 
offered  the  church  the  use  of  a  safe  to  keep 
papers.  The  church  accepted  with  the  condition 
that  the  church  will  give  back  the  safe  if  the  family 
requests  it. 

The  wing  Sunday  School  rooms  were  covered  with 
carpet  September  17,  1973. 

Bro.  Edward  Miller  and  Bro.  George  Carroll  were 
chosen  as  Deacons  September  5,  1973,  with  ordi- 
nation service  on  Sunday  night,  October  21,  1973, 
for  Bro.  Ed  Miller. 

The  church  constitution  was  presented  to  the 
church  July  15,  1973. 

On  November  7,  1973,  the  church  voted  to  pur- 
chase an  insurance  policy  from  Neville,  Taylor  and 
Associates,  Inc.,  in  Smithfield,  of  $85,000.00  on 
the  church  and  $22,000.00  on  the  parsonage,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $500.00  a  year. 

The  church  voted  to  buy  a  movie  projector  on 
April  10,  1974. 

The   church   building  was   painted   in  June    1974. 

The  church  voted  to  extend  an  invitation  for 
Homecoming  Speaker  for  the  first  Sunday  in 
October  1974,  to  Dr.  G.  McLeod  Bryan,  a  former 
pastor. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Moon,  Sr.  resigned  as  pastor  March, 
1975.  The  church  called  Rev.  Kemp  Young  of 
Angier  to  be  pastor  on  April  13,  1975. 

This  brief  history  records  only  some  of  the  high- 
lights of  the  years.  The  influence  of  the  members 
of  this  church  and  those  who  have  gone  out  to 
serve  in  other  churches  may  never  be  measured  in 


this  world  but  are  laid  up  as  treasures  in  Heaven. 

Our  church  has  had  the  privilege  of  ordaining  one 
pastor,  Rev.  Jimmy  Privettc.  We  have  given  a 
license  to  preach  to  Bro.  Medwick  Byrd.  Another 
who  has  gone  out  from  our  church  is  the  Rev.  John 
P.  Stephenson,  Jr.  who  is  an  outstanding  Presbyte- 
rian Preacher.  There  is  also  another  preacher  who 
started  in  this  church.  Back  in  the  early  1940's 
there  was  no  classroom  for  the  Junior  Boy's  Class 
to  meet  in,  so  they  held  their  class  in  the  vestibule 
of  the  church,  dark  and  cold  though  it  must  have 
been,  as  there  were  no  windows  to  light  it  and  no 
heat.  At  that  time  my  husband,  Joscphus  Johnson, 
was  the  teacher  of  that  active  class  of  Juniors.  He 
little  realized  the  effect  of  the  church  and  Sunday 
School  Class,  but  years  later,  one  of  the  class 
members,  grown  to  adulthood  and  living  in 
Virginia,  came  back  to  renew  old  acquaintances  on 
the  way  to  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Assembly.  To  our 
surprise,  Jeff  Stephenson,  grandson  of  the  man 
from  whom  the  church  lot  had  been  purchased, 
stated  that  he  was  an  ordained  minister  and  that  he 
had  first  felt  an  interest  in  church  work  while  a 
young  boy  in  that  class.  The  last  information  we 
have  had  is  that  Jeff  was  a  pastor  of  a  church  in 
Louisa  County  in  Virginia  for  four  years,  but  is 
now  doing  educational  work  in  Chesterfield 
County,  and  doing  Extension  work  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia  at  Charlottesville,  working  toward 
a  Master's  Degree  in  education. 

Brother  G.  Willie  Lee  served  with  honor  and  dis- 
tinction as  Moderator  of  the  Johnston  Baptist 
Association.  We  have  also  had  a  number  of  mem- 
bers who  have  ably  served  on  committees  in  the 
Association. 

During  the  years  1920-1974,  we  have  had  396 
people's  names  on  our  church  roll,  153  males  and 
243  females.  Forty-six  of  these  have  died.  144  have 
withdrawn  from  the  church.  We  still  have  210  on 
roll.  Some  of  our  former  members  who  have 
moved  their  memberships  are  scattered  in  many 
states  from  Massachusetts  to  Florida  and  west  to 
California,  and  Major  Lewis  Sanders  is  with  the 
Armed  Forces  in  Germany.  Many  are  Deacons  in 
other  churches.  Some  are  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendents, some  direct  music,  some  teach  Sunday 
School  classes,  and  many  others  hold  responsible 
positions  in  their  churches. 

Some  statistics  about  our  members  may  be  interest- 
ing. Mrs.  Lula  Wood  is  the  oldest  in  number  of 
years  of  membership,  with  Edith  Johnson  as 
second  oldest.  Cader  Love  is  the  man  with  the 
longest  membership  in  the  church  and  G.  Willie 
Lee  is  the  second  longest  male  member.  Ten  mem- 


bers  have  membership  of  over  35  years.  These  are: 


Lula  Wood 
Edith  Johnson 
Irene  Johnson 
Cader  Love 
Ada  Ogbum 
G.  Willie  Lee 
Mary  Lee 
David  Wood 
Rosa  Gilbert 
Claudia  Brown 

(She    moved   her 
13  years.) 


49  years,  August,  1925 

47  years,  August  22,  1927 

47  years,  September  4,  1927 

47  years,  September  4,  1927 

47  years,  October  16,  1927 

46  years,  July  15,1928 

46  years,  July  15,  1928 

46  years,  September  2,  1928 

45  years,  August  28,  1929 

36  years,  1925-1930 

1943-1974 

membership   to   Greensboro   for 


So   far  as  we   know,  the  youngest  candidate   for 
baptism  was  eight  years  of  age  and  the  oldest  were 


in  their  late  40's.  We  have  been  blessed  with  many 
wonderful,  dedicated  teachers  in  Sunday  School, 
as  well  as  wonderful  deacons,  leaders  in  Baptist 
Training  Union  and  the  Missionary  Society  with  its 
youth  organizations,  and  Vacation  Bible  School 
whose  sessions  have  been  an  inspiration  for  years 
for  these  dedicated  workers  labored  to  make  each 
day  count  in  the  Lord's  work. 

Our  church  had  a  humble  beginning  and  has  grown 
slowly.  We  are  still  what  might  be  called  a  small 
church,  but  by  the  blessings  so  richly  poured  out 
upon  us,  we  have  continued  to  grow  in  number, 
and,  hopefully,  in  favor  with  God. 

A  Research  by 

Edith  S.  Johnson 


W ATKINS  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Watkins  Chapel  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on 
April  20,  1924,  with  nine  members.  Joe  Hocutt 
served  as  moderator.  The  pastor  was  W.  D.  Stancil. 
The  acting  clerk  was  W.  O.  Hocutt.  The  charter 
members  were:  Curtis  Hinton,  J.  H.  Hales,  Lester 
Hales,  S.  M.  Bunn,  Mary  Hales,  Alice  Hinton, 
Nancy   Hales,   Nancy   Hinton,  and   Annie  Hinton. 

The  following  were  elected  as  deacons:  J.  H.  Hales, 
Curtis  Hinton,  and  S.  M.  Bunn.  Lester  Hales  was 
elected  clerk. 

At  this  meeting,  it  was  decided  to  call  the  church 
"Watkin's  Chapel,"  just  as  it  had  been  called  when 
it  was  a  Methodist  Church. 

A  revival  was  held  the  first  year,  and  twelve  mem- 
bers were  added  to  the  roll.  Several  other  members 
were  added  during  the  first  year.  From  this  small 
beginning,     the    church     started    growing    slowly. 

On  March  4,  1933,  almost  ten  years  after  its  organ- 
ization, the  church  was  presented  its  deed  to  the 
building  and  grounds  by  Brack  Hocutt.  W.  D. 
Stancil  was  still  pastor. 

In  June  of  1938  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized. 

In  October  of  1940,  the  church  voted  to  have  and 
did  have  its  first  Harvest  Day  Sale.  Again  on 
October  31,  1941,  the  Church  held  another  Har- 
vest Day. 

The  minutes  for  September,  1944,  show  that  a 
collection  was  taken  and  sent  to  the  orphanage. 
This  is  the  first  reference  to  any  effort  to  be  a  part 
of   Christian    work    outside    of    the    local   church. 

In  October  of  1945,  the  Church  voted  to  send  $10 
to  the  Co-operative  Program.  During  this  month, 
E.  W.  Freeman  was  called  to  serve  the  Church  as 
pastor.   In   1945  a  Training  Union  was  organized. 

Rev.  Tom  Freeman  served  the  Church  as  pastor 
during  the  years  1946  and  1947.  During  this  time, 
classrooms  were  added  to  the  church. 

In  1947,  the  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held. 
Also,  during  this  year  the  Church  sent  $24  as  its 
first  gift  toward  Associational  Missions.  In  the  Fall 
of  1947,  J.  N.  Stancil  was  called  as  pastor  of  the 
Church. 

In  1950,  pews  were  purchased  for  the  Church;  also 


Watkins  Chapel  Baptist  Church 

Emit,  North  Carolina 

a  communion  table. 

In  June  of  1951,  the  Church  called  E.  Dale  Davis  as 
pastor. 

In  January  of  1952,  a  building  program  was  begun. 
Waylon  Hinton,  Roy  Driver,  and  Avon  Creech  were 
chosen  as  building  committee.  In  November  of  that 
year  it  was  decided  to  move  the  Church  back  from 
the  highway  and  begin  remodeling  it. 

For  several  years,  the  Church  had  Harvest  Day  to 
raise  additional  money  for  the  Church  expenses, 
but  in  1952  it  was  decided  to  have  a  Homecoming 
Day.  It  was  held  the  first  Sunday  in  December. 
This  has  proven  to  be  very  successful  and  is  now 
held  on  the  first  Sunday  in  October  of  each  year. 

In  February  of  1953  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Da\is  be- 
came members  of  this  Church.  During  this  year, 
construction  began  on  the  remodeling  of  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Church.  It  was  through  the  efforts 
of  many  members  that  several  Barbecue  suppers 
were  held  to  raise  money  for  the  building  fund. 
Donations  of  money,  lumber,  and  labor  were  given 
by  many  members  of  the  Church. 

In  April  of  1954,  a  new  communion  table  was 
given  by  Mr.  Worth  Hinton  of  Zebulon.  That  same 
year  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  gave  the 
pulpit  chairs.  Upon  completion  of  the  remodeling 
of  the  Church  sanctuary,  a  gas  heating  system  was 
installed    in    1954.  In  that  same  year,  the  Church 


membership  voted  to  have  services  every  first  and 
third  Sunday  mornings. 

It  was  during  the  early  part  of  1956  that  another 
building  committee  was  elected.  Those  serving  on 
this  committee  were  R.  H.  Hales,  A.  O.  Creech, 
Roy  Driver,  W.  P.  Narron,  Worth  Creech,  and 
Waylon  Hinton,  with  Waylon  Hinton  serving  as 
treasurer  of  the  building  fund.  During  this  same 
year,  a  steeple  was  added  to  the  Church  and  the 
Church  was  brick-veneered.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
Glover  donated  an  organ  to  the  Church  that  year. 

In  1957,  the  Church  added  a  new  set  of  steps  to 
the  front  and  installed  bathrooms. 

In  July  of  1958,  Rev.  Billy  Godwin  was  called  as 
pastor.  Since  the  Church  was  not  engaged  in  a 
building  project  that  year,  the  supper  was  elimi- 
nated. Instead  a  special  meeting  was  called  and 
$1,500  was  received  to  carry  on  the  activities  of 
the  Church. 

In  October,  1958,  the  Young  People's  classroom 
was  remodeled  and  a  month  later  the  remaining 
indebtedness  for  the  bathrooms  and  the  pump  was 
paid  off.  The  women  of  the  Church  gave  a  new 
pulpit  that  same  year. 

In  1960,  Rev.  Leon  Addleton  served  the  Church  as 
pastor  from  May  through  July.  The  Church  was 
still  having  services  on  two  Sundays  each  month.  In 
October  1960,  Rev.  Ellis  Taff  accepted  a  call  from 
the  Church  to  serve  as  pastor.  Under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  Taff  and  the  deacons,  a  unified  budget  was 
planned  and  adopted  by  the  Church. 

The  Primary  and  Beginner  classrooms  were  remod- 
eled in  January  of  1961.  In  March  the  Church 
building  evaluation  was  raised  from  $6,000  to 
$10,000.  The  Training  Union  was  reorganized  that 
year  with  Mrs.  Dorothy  Driver  serving  as  director. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnie  Godwin  donated  the  outside 
bulletin  board  in  memory  of  their  son,  Ronny.  The 
dedication  service  was  held  April  16,  1961.  The 
Church  began  this  year  having  one  service  every 
Sunday,  first  and  third  Sunday  mornings  and 
second  and  fourth  Sunday  nights. 

In  1962,  new  stained  glass  windows  were  installed 
in  the  sanctuary  and  balcony  of  the  Church.  These 
were  all  donated  by  various  members.  Chairs  were 
purchased  for  the  Nursery  and  Beginner  classes.  In 
the  Fall,  the  woodwork  and  church  top  were 
painted.  The  church  building  was  valued  at  $20,000 
in  1962. 

In  1963,  rain  gutters  were  added. 


In  1964,  two  flower  stands  were  added  to  the  pul- 
pit furniture  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
Several  members  of  the  Church  donated  the  price 
of  a  robe  and  enough  money  was  given  to  pay  for 
all  of  the  choir  robes. 

In  1965,  an  outside  light  was  erected  in  front  of 
the  Church.  Rev.  Ellis  Taff  resigned  January  17, 
1965,  and  on  February  28,  1965,  the  Church 
called  Rev.  Charles  Campbell,  a  student  at  South- 
eastern Baptist  Seminary.  Services  are  now  being 
held  first  and  third  Sundays  with  morning  and 
evening  services  including  Sunday  School  and 
Training  Union.  A  Planning  and  Survey  Committee 
was  elected  to  make  plans  for  construction  of 
additional  educational  space  with  a  fellowship  hall 
and  kitchen. 

In  1967,  Rev.  Charles  Campbell  resigned  entering 
Military  service.  The  Church  carried  on  the  build- 
ing project,  pledging  money  and  sponsoring 
suppers  to  help  meet  financial  needs.  The  women 
of  the  Church  made  and  sold  quilts  to  help  pay  for 
cabinets  in  the  kitchen. 

In  1967,  Rev.  Jim  Bock  was  called  to  pastor.  On 
October  6  of  that  year,  his  family  became  a  part  of 
the  Church. 

In  1968,  fire  extinguishers  were  purchased  for  both 
the  Church  and  the  educational  building.  In  August 
and  September  of  1968,  two  stoves  and  a  refrig- 
erator for  the  kitchen  and  tables  for  the  fellowship 
hall  were  donated.  Also  a  sufficient  number  of 
chairs  were  purchased.  October  25,  brick  masons 
began  laying  brick.  In  November,  the  wiring  was 
completed  and  gas  heaters  were  installed.  The  edu- 
cational building  was  dedicated  in  1968. 

In  February,  1969,  Rev.  Bock  resigned  to  take  a 
church  in  Virginia  and  in  March  Rev.  Wayne  Hyatt 
was  called  as  pastor.  In  June  a  desk  for  the  pastor's 
study  and  a  stainless  steel  sink  for  the  kitchen  were 
purchased.  In  August,  the  Girl's  Auxiliary  and  the 
Royal  Ambassadors  were  reorganized  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hyatt.  Also  that  year,  a 
water  heater  was  donated  for  the  kitchen  and  a 
table    was    added    to    the    beginners    department. 

In  May  1970,  a  new  water  tank  was  installed  and 
bulletin  boards  were  purchased  for  all  classrooms. 
In  November,  Rev.  Wayne  Hyatt's  pastorage  was 
terminated.  In  December,  chairs  for  the  nursery 
and    the    beginners    departments    were   purchased. 

In  February  1971,  Rev.  Walter  Wood  was  called  as 
pastor.  The  Church  was  now  having  services  on 
first    and    third    Sunday   mornings   and   nights.   In 


April,  the  Church  voted  to  have  services  every 
Sunday  morning  and  later  Rev.  Wood  offered  his 
services  every  Sunday  night  also.  During  this  year 
two  bathrooms  were  completed  in  the  educational 
building,  one  of  which  was  donated  by  the  C.  H. 
Driver  family  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Driver 
and  Earseal  Lewis.  Also  during  this  year  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  Church  was  carpeted,  an  additional 
fire  extinguisher  was  added,  filing  cabinets  were 
donated,  and  an  outside  light  donated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  educational  building.  At  the  end  of 
1971,  the  Church  property  was  valued  at  $100,000 
with  no  indebtedness. 

In  January,  1972,  a  mimeograph  machine  was  pur- 
chased for  use  in  producing  bulletins.  In  May, 
chalk  boards  were  placed  in  classrooms  and  two 
lawn  mowers  purchased  to  care  for  the  Church 
grounds.  In  June,  a  water  fountain  was  installed  in 
the  educational  building  and  the  intermediate  class 
donated  a  piano  for  the  educational  building.  In 
December,  additional  choir  robes  were  donated  by 
the  pastor's  home  church. 

In  1973,  a  fire  escape  was  erected  at  the  educa- 
tional building.  In  October,  the  choir  loft  and  halls 
were  carpeted  by  the  Women  of  the  Church.  Also 
in  October,  Rev.  Wood  resigned. 

In  1973  and  1974  a  baptistry  was  installed.  The 
C.  V.  Boughman  family  donated  $1,000  toward 
the  baptistry  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  Boughman. 
In  January  1974,  the  pastor's  study  was  remodeled 
and  the  sanctuary  was  painted.  The  youth  classes 
donated  a  painting  to  hang  over  the  baptistry.  The 
Church  is  now  in  the  process  of  carpeting  all  class- 
rooms. The  classes  are  sponsoring  suppers  to  help 
finance  this  carpeting. 

During  the  fifty  years  of  service,  the  Church  has 
grown  both  spiritually  and  materially.  From  nine 
charter  members  it  has  grown  to  a  membership  of 
167  with  128  resident  members.  Although  we  no 
longer  have  any  of  these  charter  members  among 
us  —  eight  of  them  having  passed  on,  and  one, 
Lester  Hales,  having  moved  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Smithfield  --  may  Watkins  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  always  carry  on  the  Christian  work 
they  began  in  1924. 

In  June,  1974,  an  aluminum  awning  was  purchased 
and  installed  over  the  walkway  between  the 
Church     building     and     the     Education    building. 


Also  in  June,  1974,  Reverend  Richard  Swift  ac- 
cepted call  as  pastor. 

In  April,  1975,  a  new  piano  for  the  sanctuary  was 
purchased. 

In  November,  1975,  new  choir  robes  were  pur- 
chased for  the  children's  choir  and  money  was 
donated  to  help  pay  for  identical  dresses  and 
shirts  for  the  Youth  Choir. 

Addendum 

Watkins  Chapel  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  50th 
Anniversary  as  a  Baptist  Church  April  20,  1974.  As 
an  anniversary  is  a  time  for  remembering,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  the  Church  to  look 
through  the  old  Church  records  and  compile  a 
history  of  the  Church's  achievements  during  this 
50-year  period.  Because  my  Mother,  Mrs.  Avon  O. 
Creech,  was  appointed  a  member  of  this  committee, 
I  got  involved  in  the  work  of  this  committee  in 
helping  search  the  old  Church  records  and  typing 
the  History. 

Seizing  this  opportunity  for  preserving  prosperity, 
I  did  the  following:  (a)  Took  the  Church  minutes 
and  membership  records  for  each  year  1924—1974 
to  the  North  Carolina  State  Archives  in  Raleigh 
and  had  them  microfilmed.  A  copy  of  this  micro- 
film is  also  filed  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina,  (b) 
The  original  handwritten  Constitution  of  the 
Church  was  found  among  some  papers  in  the 
Church  Office.  I  took  these  yellowed  tattered 
pages  to  the  North  Carolina  Archives  in  Raleigh 
and  had  them  laminated  to  perserve  them.  I  also 
prepared  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  Constitution 
for  easy  readability  and  attached  it  along  with  a 
xeroxed  copy  of  the  original  as  Appendix  A  to  this 
History,  (c)  I  recorded  all  the  gravestone  records  in 
the  cemetery  and  arranged  the  legible  ones  in 
Chronological  order  by  date  of  death,  a  copy  of 
which  is  attached  to  the  Church  history  as  Appen- 
dix B.  Each  of  these  gravestone  records  are  also 
filed  in  the  Johnston  County  Library  at  Smithfield. 

A  copy  of  this  Church  History  along  with  its 
attachments,  has  been  placed  in  the  North  Carolina 
Archives  in  Raleigh  and  also  in  the  Johnston 
County  Library  in  Smithfield. 

May  15,  1974 
Charles  W.  Creech 


BAPTIST  TABERNACLE  CHURCH 


Baptist  Tabernacle  Church 
R.F.D.,  Wendell,  N.C. 


As  we  look  back  over  the  past  to  see  a  gleam  of  our 
wonderful  heritage  we  know  that  God  placed  His 
hand  on  His  faithful  saints  to  begin  the  work  at 
Baptist  Tabernacle. 

In  the  spring  of  1921  Rev.  C.  H.  Matthews,  an 
evangelist,  came  into  the  Nowell-Richardson  com- 
munity and  conducted  a  revival  meeting  under  a 
large  tent.  It  was  during  this  revival  that  a  group  of 
Christians  met  and  organized  a  church  and  named 
it  Union  Tabernacle,  which  was  then  non-denom- 
inational. The   first  service  was  held  May,  1922. 

The  first  place  of  worship  was  a  wooden  structure 
built  by  the  people  of  the  community  on  land 
given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  P.  Batten.  Later  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Allie  W.  Hocutt  gave  more  land  to  enlarge 
the  grounds. 

As  the  Holy  Spirit  worked,  the  membership  in- 
creased, and  became  interested  in  joining  some 
denominational  group.  On  January  12,  1936  a  vote 
was  taken  of  the  membership,  and  a  majority  pre- 
ferred to  unite  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation. A  number  of  delegates  from  the  Union 
Tabernacle  Church  met  with  the  Johnston  Baptist 
Association  at  Lee's  Chapel  November  4—5,  1936, 
asked  to  be  received  into  the  Association,  and  were 
accepted.  The  name  was  changed  from  Union 
Tabernacle  Church  to  Baptist  Tabernacle  Church. 

In  1948  the  members  saw  the  need  for  more  room 
and  decided  to  build  a  new  church.  This  building 


constructed  of  brick  was  finished  and  the  first 
service  held  May  15,  1949.  By  this  time  the  mem- 
bership was  increased  to  271.  This  same  year  an 
oil  heating  plant  was  installed. 

The  ladies  of  the  church  met  on  September  20, 
1949  and  the  first  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
was  organized. 

A  new  Hammond  Organ  was  purchased  in  1955. 

In  November  1959  the  building  of  the  six  room 
parsonage  was  begun  on  land  near  the  church 
donated  by  Mrs.  Mamie  Richardson  and  completed 
February  22,  1960. 

Memorial  windows  were  donated  and  installed  in 
the  church  in  1960.  A  new  Educational  Building 
was  erected  in  1961  which  provided  additional 
Sunday     School     rooms,     nursery,    and     kitchen. 

Mrs.  Vera  Hocutt  donated  more  land  in  1962  to 
enlarge  the  grounds. 

The  next  few  years  the  Lord  blessed  in  a  mighty 
way.  Membership  and  attendance  increased.  Again, 
more  space  was  needed  in  the  sanctuary.  Within 
the  next  few  years  plans  were  made  and  another 
building  drive  started. 

The  last  worship  service  in  the  church  built  in  1949 
was  held  July  25,  1971.  A  ground  breaking  cere- 
mony   was    held   at   2:00  p.m.   the  same  date  in 


commemoration  of  the  beginning  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  sanctuary  and  facilities  on  the  site. 

After  the  demolishing  of  the  sanctuary  built  in 
1949,  worship  services  and  other  church  meetings 
were  held  in  the  Educational  Building. 

The  construction  of  the  new  sanctuary  began 
August  1,  1971  and  the  first  service  was  held 
January  23,  1972  with  a  seating  capacity  of  450. 
The    parking    lot    was    paved    November,    1973. 

In  the  summer  of  1974  the  bell  from  the  old 
church  steeple  and  a  church  sign  was  erected  on 
the  church  ground. 

Early  in  1975  a  recreation  area  was  marked  off  on 
the  parking  lot  for  tennis,  basketball  and  volleyball 
and  lights  were  installed. 

In  March  1975  the  family  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Liles  gave 
as  a  gift  to  the  church  in  her  memory  a  cross  which 
was  placed  behind  the  baptistry  in  the  sanctuary. 


A  new  roof  was  erected  in  early  1976  on  the  Edu- 
cational Building. 

Not  only  do  we  see  these  events  in  the  history  of 
our  church,  but  God  has  added  many  souls  to  the 
membership  throughout  the  years.  We  cannot 
praise  Him  enough  for  His  divine  leadership,  the 
saving  of  the  lost,  the  equipping  of  the  laborers 
over  these  fifty-five  years.  God  has  led  and  blessed 
us  through  these  years. 

The  present  membership  is  582.  Young  men  and 
women  entering  the  gospel  ministry  or  mission 
work:  Mrs.  Mary  Richardson  Schoen,  Rev.  Robert 
M.  Richardson,  Mr.  D.  Barry  Chamblee,  Mr.  L. 
Jack  Bailey,  and  Rev.  William  E.  Claffey. 

Truly  the  words  of  the  hymn  writer  should  be  felt 
in  our  hearts— "To  God  Be  The  Glory,  Great 
Things  He  Hath  Done!" 

February  10,  1976 

Written  by  Mrs.  Vivian  Nowell,  1973 

Updated  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Andrews,  1976 


STEVENS  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


In  the  year  of  1938,  the  old  church  building  was 
purchased  from  the  Methodist  and  on  the  tenth 
day  of  April,  1938,  the  following  churches  were 
represented  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
organization  of  a  Baptist  Church:  D.  N.  Holt,  Pine 
Level;  W.  G.  Creech,  Hepzibeth;  and  W.  O.  Rosse, 
Four  Oaks;  F.  H.  Brooks,  Smithfield;  and  Waldo 
Early,  Broadway  Baptist  Church.  It  was  stated  that 
there  were  251  prospects  for  the  Sunday  School 
and  eventually  for  the  church.  F.  H.  Brooks  was 
elected  for  the  moderator  and  Waldo  D.  Early  as 
clerk.  The  organizing  committee  voted  to  proceed 
with  the  organization.  The  Declaration  of  Faith 
and  the  Church  Covenant  were  adopted.  The  ones 
presenting  letters  were:  Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin  and 
wife,  Lilly,  from  Burnell  Baptist  Church;  Leslie 
Godwin  and  wife,  Thelma,  from  Bethesda  Baptist 
Church;  Miss  Flossie  Thompson  from  Hepzibeth; 
Mrs.  Willie  Daughtry  from  Hepzibeth;  Luther 
Godwin  and  wife,  Sarah,  from  Hepzibeth;  G.  W. 
Creech  and  wife,  from  Pine  Level  Baptist  Church; 
and  Miss  Ola  Mae  Thompson  from  Live  Oak.  It  was 
moved  and  seconded  by  Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin  and 
Leslie  Godwin  that  the  name  of  the  church  be 
"Stevens  Chapel  Baptist  Church".  The  name  was 
adopted.  Judge  Brooks  addressed  the  group  — 
urging  them  to  go  forth  and  do  the  things  that 
would  build  greater  interest  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  It  was  voted  that  anyone  coming  into  the 
church  up  to  and  through  the  first  Sunday  in 
May,  1938,  would  be  considered  as  charter  mem- 
bers. No  officers  were  elected,  but  all  members 
were  asked  to  prayerfully  consider  this  until  the 
next  Sunday  at  which  time  it  was  decided  to  hold 
service  following  the  regular  Sunday  School  at 
2:30.  Words  of  encouragement  were  given  by 
Mr.  Rosse  and  Mr.  Creech.  Following  this,  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

The  charter  members  of  Stevens  Chapel  Church  are: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Godwin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie 
Godwin,  Mrs.  Flossie  (Thompson)  Daughtry, 
Mrs.  Willie  Daughtry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Godwin, 
Mrs.  Ola  Mae  (Thompson)  Pearce,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Creech,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Thompson, 
Mrs.  Bettie  Thompson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derwood 
Daughtry. 

As  our  membership  grew,  we  began  seeing  the  need 
of  a  new  building.  Many  repairs  were  made  on  the 
old  building  and  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added. 
But,  as  time  passed,  the  condition  of  the  building 
as  a  whole  grew  worse.  Brother  Derwood  Daughtry 
offered  to  give  to  the  church  a  nice  amount  of  tim- 
ber for  the  new  building.  But,  while  we  hesitated  — 


Stevens  Chapel  Baptist  Church 


wondering  if  we  could  ever  pay  for  such  a  building, 
God  saw  fit  to  rush  the  work  by  sending  a  storm 
that  laid  most  of  the  timber  on  the  ground.  We 
realized  that  if  we  were  going  to  use  the  timber,  it 
had  to  be  done  quickly. 

In  1956,  we  elected  Brother  Derwood  Daughtry  to 
draw  up  plans  for  the  church  and  to  act  as  foreman 
of  the  building  work.  Most  of  the  labor  was  given 
by  the  members.  Brother  Joe  Puckett,  a  former 
pastor  did  the  brick  work.  We  asked  God  to  help  us 
in  this  undertaking  and  with  the  cooperation  and 
faithfulness  of  all  the  members,  we  were  wonder- 
fully blessed.  The  work  was  begun  in  1956  and 
completed  in  1957.  Two  years  later  —  on  May  17, 
1959,  we  had  our  dedication  service  and  note 
burning. 

Very  soon  we  began  to  realize  we  needed  more  and 
larger  Sunday  School  classrooms,  so  we  started 
another  building  fund.  In  the  later  part  of  1964, 
we  contracted  the  addition  to  Mr.  Wilton  Pace.  He 
started  the  work  in  January  of  1965.  He  soon  had 
the  building  complete  and  we  held  Sunday  School 
in  the  new  part  on  the  third  Sunday  in  March,  1965. 

On  January  29,  1967  we  had  another  note  burning 
service  for  the  Sunday  School  classrooms.  We  had  a 
dedication  service  in  May  1965. 

The  land  for  this  church  was  donated  by  Mr.  L.  P. 
Creech  and  his  father  Mr.  D.  T.  Creech.  Some  land 
for  use  as  parking  space  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Bill  Noris.  On  September  30,  1970  the  church  saw 
a  need  of  more  land  for  future  expansion  and 
decided  to  purchase  the  land  between  our  original 
lot  and  Brother  Derwood  Daughtry's  land. 

Pastors  who  have  served  our  church  are  as  follows: 


Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin 
Rev.  M.  G.  Reynolds 
Rev.  A.  R.  Creech 
Rev.  Joe  Puckett 
Rev.  Worth  Johnston 
Rev.  H.  C.  Upchurch 
Rev.  J.  E.Clifton 
Rev.  Billy  A.  Godwin 
Rev.  Vernon  Braswell 
Rev.  Lawrence  Evans 
Rev.  Sherrill  Lane 
Rev.  Sam  Twisdale 
Rev.  L.  E.  Godwin 
Rev.  C.  E.  Clayton 


Apr.  1938 

Nov.  1941 

Feb. 1943 

Mar.  1946- 

Oct.  1949- 

Oct.  1950 

Feb.  1956- 

Oct.  1959 

Mar.  1961 

Feb. 1965 

Feb. 1967 

Oct.  1967 

May  1969 

Sept.  1971- 


-Oct. 
-Dec. 
-Oct. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
-Oct. 
Sept. 
-Feb. 
-Jan. 
—Jan. 
-Oct. 
-Feb. 
-July 
Sept. 


1941 
1942 
1945 
1949 
1950 
1955 
1959 
1961 
1965 
1967 
1967 
1969 
1971 
1975 


Our  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Mack  Styron.  lie  began 
serving  our  church  on  December  30,  1975.  Ik- 
comes  to  us  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  was  ordained 
by  his  home  church,  Calvary  Baptist,  Beaufort  on 
January  18,  1976.  He  graduated  from  Southeastern 
BaptistSeminary  in  May  1976. 

Our  church  membership  at  this  time  is  162.  Wc  art- 
very  proud  and  thankful  for  the  church,  for  the 
building  and  for  each  member  of  our  church  and 
Sunday  School.  We  believe  that  if  we  cooperate 
and  work  together  in  Christian  Love  God  will  con- 
tinue to  bless  us  and  we  will  grow  in  His  Grace. 


Compiled  by  former  church  clerk, 

the  late  John  G.  Braswell 

and  updated  by  present  church  clerk, 

Jerry  F.  Oliver 

July  8,  1976 


NEWTON  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


A  tent  was  erected  on  the  lot  owned  by  Mr.  Henry 
Bizzell  beside  the  Newton  Grove  Drug  Store  on 
August  21,  1947  by  the  Missions  Committee  of 
the  Johnston  Baptist  Association,  followed  by  a 
two  week  meeting  conducted  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe, 
State  Evangelist,  Rev.  N.  A.  Catlett,  Associational 
Missionary  was  in  charge  of  the  services.  At  the 
close  of  the  services  the  second  week,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  a  meeting  would  be  held  on  Sunday 
afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  at  Newton  Grove,  N.  C.  At 
3  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon  September  7,  1947 
a  small  group  of  people  met  at  the  tent  and  dis- 
cussed organizing  a  church.  Mrs.  Paul  Hudson  made 
a  motion  that  the  group  organize  a  church,  this  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Bryan,  the  motion  was 
carried  by  six  members  that  joined  together  to 
make  the  church.  These  members  were  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Paul  Hudson,  Mr.  Marion  L.  Bryan,  Rev.  H.  M. 
Hall,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Maddrey  Bass.  At  the  evening  ser- 
vice three  more  joined  the  membership,  they  were 
Mr.  Perry  Strickland,  Mrs.  Lula  Raynor,  and  Mrs. 
Eula  Giddens. 

Services  were  held  in  the  homes  of  the  members 
for  the  next  year,  at  which  time  Old  Beaver  Dam 
School  House  was  rented  from  Mr.  Dock  Smith. 
Worship  services  were  held  there  for  a  year  after 
which  services  were  held  in  Newton  Grove  School 
Auditorium  for  five  months  until  we  moved  into 
our  present  Educational  Building.  Funds  were 
being  raised  all  the  time  for  the  construction  of  our 
present  Educational  Building,  while  we  were  in  the 
•^ther  places  of  worship.  The  State  Baptist  Con- 
ltion  bought  the  lot  for  our  building  through  the 
State  Mission  Fund.  It  was  purchased  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Weeks  of  Clinton,  with  a  portion  of  the 
land  being  given  by  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Duffy  Weeks. 

Ground  Breaking  Services  were  held  on  Sunday 
afternoon  September  4,  1949.  Mr.  Marion  L. 
Bryan,  oldest  member  of  the  church  turned  the 
first  shovel  of  dirt.  Construction  was  begun  on  this 
building  in  September  1949,  the  work  being  done 
by  Clarence  L.  Bryan,  Wilbur  Grant,  Mr.  Paul 
Hudson,  Mr.  Rossie  West,  Tom  Moody,  Joe  Stock 
Tart,  Willie  Lee  Raynor,  Maddrey  Bass,  and  others. 

We  met  there  in  the  building  three  or  four  times 
before  it  was  completed,  or  when  we  had  a  roof, 
however  the  first  services  were  held  on  January  8, 
1950  although  the  building  was  not  completed, 
we  were  still  able  to  hold  services.  Our  pastor, 
Rev.  E,  N.  Teague  delivered  the  Sermon,  "A  New 
Church  And  A  New  Year." 


Newton  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina 

There  were  sixteen  members  of  the  church  at  that 
time,  Mr.  Tomm  Moody  was  Superintendent  oi 
Sunday  School  with  25  members  enrolled.  During 
the  year  1950,  Rev.  J.  H.  Mauney  was  guest  min- 
ister at  the  Annual  Revival  and  twelve  united  with 
the  church,  eight  of  these  coming  by  baptism, 
others  by  letter.  The  Baptism  was  held  at  Warren's 
Mill.  Also  during  the  year  a  third  deacon  was  added 
Mr.  J.  A.  Dunn.  The  six  point  record  system  was 
adopted  for  the  first  time,  and  work  continued  on 
the  inside  construction  of  the  building.  The  men  of 
the  church  did  the  work  with  the  assistance  of  the 
ladies. 

The  next  year  1951  finds  everyone  still  at  work  in 
trying  to  win  new  souls  for  Christ.  Prayer  meetings 
were  begun  for  the  first  time  and  the  Women  or- 
ganized a  W.M.U.  We  were  at  somewhat  of  a  dis- 
advantage the  last  half  of  the  year  because  of  no 
pastor  and  work  did  not  go  so  well.  However,  Rev. 
J.  H.  Mauney,  Associational  Missionary  came  to 
our  rescue  and  after  much  prayer  and  searching  on 
the  part  of  the  pulpit  committee,  Rev.  Horace  O. 
Barefoot  came  to  us  as  Pastor.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Howard  of  Buies  Creek  held  a  revival  and  numbers 
of  souls  were  brought  to  Christ.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  the  church  really  started  to  work  for  Christ. 
During  the  year  we  completed  the  class  rooms  on 
the  second  floor,  installed  bathrooms,  and  paid 
our  own  way. 

By  the  year  1954  we  find  that,  the  church  had 
grown    both    spiritually    and    physically,   and    on 


April  4,  1954  we  went  into  half  time  service  for 
the  first  time.  The  Royal  Ambassadors  under  the 
leadership  of  Maddrey  Bass,  set  trees  on  the  church 
grounds.  We  were  visited  in  October  1954  by  Hur- 
ricane Hazel,  which  did  much  damage  to  the  roof 
and  windows  of  the  building.  As  we  have  just  come 
to  the  close  of  our  work  for  1955;  we  find  that  we 
now  have  a  new  complete  heating  system  for  the 
first  time,  we  also  have  grown  spiritually.  We  have 
also  been  blessed  because  of  the  coming  of  Dr's. 
Mickey  and  Edite  Vitols  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Timmumonnis  who  have  now  come  to  live  and 
make  their  home  with  us. 

We  find  the  highlight  of  the  year  really  came  when 
Brother  Barefoot's  family  moved  from  Wake  Forest 
to  Newton  Grove  in  June  of  this  year.  He  has  proven 
such  a  blessing  to  all  of  the  membership.  We  now 
find  that  we  have  78  members  in  our  church,  and 
we  earnestly  pray  that  we  may  win  others  to  Christ 
before  the  end  shall  come.  .  . 

The  years  have  been  very  good  to  Newton  Grove 
Baptist  Church.  There  have  been  numerous  min- 
isters who  have  come  and  gone  and  served  the 
church  well.  This  church  has  gone  through  remold- 
ing of  the  Educational  Building  in  the  1970's,  also 
a  new  central  heat  and  air-conditioning  system  has 
been  installed. 

Two  of  the  most  important  things  to  happen  to 
Newton  Grove  Baptist  Church  are  these: 

(1)  In  1975,  the  church  voted  to  go  to  full  time 
church  worship  service.  This  has  helped  the  church 
more  than  words  can  say.  There  is  a  more  united 
feeling  in  our  church  now  because  of  this. 

(2)  As  the  year  1976  progresses,  so  will  the  draw- 
ings and  designing  of  a  sanctuary  for  Newton 
Grove  Baptist  Church.  This  has  been  a  dream  for  so 
long  for  some  of  our  charter  members.  The  church 
has  hired  Rev.  Tom  Lily,  and  a  firm  called,  Plan- 
ning, Inc.  to  help  us  get  the  preliminary  work  done. 
The  hope  is  that  by  the  spring  of  1976  there  will 
be  some  construction  work  done  for  it. 

(3)  There  are  140  members  at  present  enrolled  — 
about  75  who  are  active. 

So  very  hopefully,  as  our  own  United  States  of 
America  is  celebrating  her  Bi-Centennial,  we  at 
Newton  Grove  Baptist  Church  will  be  celebrating 
a  new  victory  for  ourselves  in  an  accomplishment 
we  have  long  waited  for,  and  hope  to  gain  new 
spiritual  growth  for  our  church,  in  building  a 
sanctuary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jo  Ann  Williford,  Church  Clerk 

Maddrey  Bass,  Deacon 

Rev.  Kenneth  Helms,  Pastor 


Records  of  Ministers  for  our  Church 

Rev.  N.  A.  Catlett  called  October  29,  1947  from 
Johnston  Association  Missionary,  resigned  Octo- 
ber, 1948. 

Rev.  Edgar  N.  Teague  called  June  26,  1949  from 
Piney  Grove  Missionary  Baptist,  resigned  July  1951. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Mauney  called  October,  1951  (supply) 
from  Johnston  Association  Missionary,  resigned 
May,  1952. 

Rev.  Horace  O.  Barefoot  called  May  25,  1952  from 
Wake    Forest    College,    resigned  December,    1957. 

Rev.  Leo  Stannis  called  July  13,  1958  from  South- 
eastern Theological  Seminary,  resigned  August, 
1959. 

Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt  called  March  6, 1959  (supply), 
retired,  resigned  July  1960. 

Rev.  Lamar  Moore  called  August  30,  1960  from 
Wake    Forest  College,  resigned  January    1,    1964. 

Rev.  John  Singletary  called  May  31,  1964  from 
Southeastern  Theological  Seminary,  resigned 
March  12,  1967. 

Rev.  Niles  Compton  called  September  27,  1967 
(supply  pastor),  resigned  May  18,  1969. 

Rev.  James  Colvin  called  February  1,  1970  from 
Southeastern  Theological  Seminary,  resigned 
June  11,  1972. 

Rev.  Ray  Cooper  called  September  10,  1972  from 
Southeastern  Theological  Seminary,  resigned 
July  28,  1974. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Helms  called  December  1,  1974 
from  Southeastern  Theological  Seminary. 

1975  -  1976  Church  Officers 


Sunday  School  Director 
Church  Clerk 
Church  Treasurer 
Organist 
Adult  Choir 
Children's  Choir 
Woman's  Missionary 


T.  W.  Wall,  Jr. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Williford 

Mrs.  Dwayne  West 

T.  A.  Williford 

Mrs.  Clarence  L.  Warren 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Wall 

Mrs.  David  Bennett 


Deacons 

Active:    Maddrey  Bass,  David  Bennett,  H.  Stanford 
West  and  Howard  Denning. 

Honorary:   W.  H.  Usher,  Everette  Carr,  Dixon  Best, 
Clarence  L.  Warren,  Braston  Tart  and  T.  A.  Williford. 

Trustees 

T.  W.  Wall,  Jr.  W.  H.  Usher 

Maddrey  Bass 


CEDAR  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Cedar  Grove  Church  was  organized  in  March  1951. 


Thirteen  Charter  Members 


Mr.  Ernest  Winborne 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Boykin 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Bradshaw 
Joyce  Winborne 
Doris  Jean  Flowers 
Jimmy  Joe  Flowers 


Mrs.  Ernest  Winborne 
Mrs.  Elton  Flowers 

Mrs.  Ethel  Summerlin 

Geraline  Winborne 

Stella  Flowers 

Charles  B.  Flowers 


Mrs.  Leon  Williamson 


Trustees 


Ernest  Winborne 


William  Flowers 


S.  P.  Boykin 


Henry  F.  Dail 
Danny  Howell 


Deacons  at  Present 


Max  Lucas 


Pastors  to  Date 


Charles  B.  Carroll 
W.  Elmer  Crosby 
W.  Fred  McClure 
Robert  Depp 
David  Cromer 


Roney  Mercer 
Donnie  Price 


1951-1955 
1956-1957 
1957-1960 
1960-1963 
1963-1965 


Cedar  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Route  2,  Wilson,  N.  C. 


Benjamin  S.  Gault 
Frank  Powers,  Jr. 
Leslie  Parrish 
Eldridge  Narron 


1965-1967 
1967-1970 
1970-1972 
1972-0000 


The  original  Building  is  still  the  same  but  three  (3) 
additions  have  been  added  Sunday  School  Rooms, 
Vestibule  &  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  Church  choose  the  name  Cedar  Grove,  because 
the  Church  was  built  in  a  grove  of  cedar  trees. 


HOCUTT  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church 

R.F.D.,  Clayton,  N.C. 


The  colorful  and  interesting  history  of  the  church 
began  officially  on  January  13,  1957.  However,  the 
early    efforts   date  back  to  November   26,   1956. 

Unlike  most  Baptist  churches,  Hocutt  Memorial 
Church  is  not  the  by-product  of  another  Baptist 
Church.  Instead  it  is  the  by-product  of  the  Con- 
gregational Christian  Church  of  Clayton.  However, 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  it  is  the  result  of  the 
efforts  of  people  of  Baptist  faith  and  beliefs,  be- 
cause the  minister  and  members  who  began  the 
church  were  Baptist  in  faith  and  practice. 

On  November  26,  1956  officials  of  the  Christian 
Conference  met  with  the  membership  of  the 
Clayton  church  and  explained  the  official  doctrines 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Persons  desiring  to  remain 
members  of  the  church  were  asked  to  adopt  these 
doctrines  and  pledge  their  support  of  the  church. 

Some  sixty-three  members,  including  the  Pastor, 
The  Rev.  J.  L.  Atkins,  deacons  and  leaders  found 
they  could  not  conscientiously  accept  these  doc- 
trines and  so  they  withdrew  fellowship  from  the 
church  that  same  evening. 

A  little  bewildered  and  confused  about  what  had 
taken  place,  this  group  decided  to  meet  in  the 
home  of  Joe  Phillips  on  Moore  Street  to  discuss 
and  pray  about  what  steps  they  should  take.  It  was 
at  this  meeting  that  the  idea  for  Hocutt  Memorial 


Church  was  born;  for  after  prayer  and  discussion 
the  group  decided  unanimously  that  they  wanted 
to  begin  the  organization  of  another  church  and 
from  previous  doctrinal  discussions  they  wanted 
this  to  be  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  This  in- 
formal meeting  adjourned  with  the  announcement 
that  the  group  would  meet  again  the  following 
Thursday  Night. 

The  group  met  again  as  planned,  November  29, 
1956,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Phillips 
and  a  preliminary  organizational  meeting  took 
place.  The  group  elected  to  ask  Rev.  Atkins  to  be 
their  Pastor  and  leader  in  organizing  the  church. 
John  H.  Lee,  Johnny  Faison,  and  Joe  Phillips  were 
elected  as  deacons  to  serve  the  church.  Persons 
desiring  to  become  members  of  the  church  were 
to  be  voted  into  the  church  at  a  later  date. 

The  group  decided  to  meet  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pete  Pulley  on  Stallings  Street  the  following 
Sunday  in  order  that  they  might  continue  services 
without  a  period  of  interruption.  Permission  to  use 
the  Woman's  Club  on  Church  Street  as  a  temporary 
place  of  worship  was  given  and  the  group  wor- 
shipped here  until  completion  of  the  first  unit  of 
their  building. 

Meanwhile  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Atkins,  was  taking  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  formal  organization  of  the 
church.  In  doing  so,  he  conferred  with  the  Pastor 


of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Dr.  Whisenhunt,  and 
officers  of  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association.  A 
formal  organizational  meeting  was  planned  for 
January  13,  1957  at  3:00  P.M.  at  the  Woman's 
Club  in  Clayton. 

In  the  meantime,  a  previously  elected  committee 
consisting  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Thome,  Mr.  Joe  Phillips,  and 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Jones,  recommended  that  the 
church  be  named  the  Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist 
Church.  The  name  was  recommended  after  the 
group  decided  to  name  the  church  after  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  made  outstanding  contributions  to 
the  people  of  the  community.  The  committee  had 
obtained  permission  from  Mrs.  B.  A.  Hocutt, 
widow  of  the  late  Dr.  B.  A.  Hocutt,  to  name  the 
church  for  him,  after  deciding  that  Dr.  Hocutt  had 
made  perhaps  the  greater  contributions  to  the 
people  of  the  community.  The  name  was  adopted 
by  the  membership  when  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  formal  organizational  meeting  took  place 
January  13,  1957.  The  following  is  an  account  of 
that  meeting. 

Rev.  Atkins,  representing  the  members  requesting 
the  organization  of  the  church,  introduced  Rev. 
Troy  E.  Jones  who  was  elected  to  serve  as  moder- 
ator of  the  council  organization.  He  called  upon 
Rev.  Horace  Ricks,  Pastor  of  the  Pine  Level  Baptist 
Church,  to  lead  in  a  devotional  reading  and  prayer. 

Following  a  brief  history  of  the  church  presented 
by  the  Rev.  Atkins,  Rev.  Frank  Zedick  was  called 
upon  to  read  the  resolution  of  the  church.  The 
resolution  reads  as  follows: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  us  that  there  is  a  real  need 
for  a  Baptist  Church  on  Robertson  Street  in 
Clayton,  North  Carolina,  and  after  much  prayer 
and  seeking  divine  guidance,  and  much  consulta- 
tion with  our  neighboring  brethren  and  churches, 
and  after  the  calling  of  a  council  to  consider  this 
matter,  which  the  council  has  voted  that  there  is  a 
need  for  such  a  church,  it  is  resolved  that  we,  for- 
merly members  of  the  Clayton  Congregational 
Christian  Church,  do  now  enter  upon  the  organi- 
zation of  a  church  under  the  direction  of  the 
council    composed    of    the     following    members: 


The   Articles   of   Faith   and    the   Church  Covenant 
were  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The     following     officers     and     committees     were 
elected: 


Troy  E.Jones 
Eph  Whisenhunt 
Horace  Ricks 


Ellis  W.  Baxter 

Frank  Zedick 

J.  L.  Atkins 


Pastor: 
Clerk: 
Deacons : 

Trustees: 

Finance  Committee: 


who  are  Pastors  of  the  Johnston  Association  and 
the  last  named  the  Pastor  of  the  Hocutt  Memorial 
Baptist  Church. 


Rev.  J.  L.  Atkins 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Jones 

Billy  Rae  Pittman 

T.J.  Thome 

John  Henry  Lee 

Bill  Adams 

T.  J.  Thome 

Billy  Rae  Pittman 

T.  J.  Thorne 

James  Pulley 

Billy  Rae  Pittman 

Edith  Lee 

Charlotte  Jones 


Signing  the  Articles  of  Faith  were  63  people  of 
which  48  are  still  living. 

A  free  will  offering  was  taken  and  sent  to  the  Co- 
operative Program  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention marking  the  beginning  outreach  of  Hocutt 
Memorial  Church. 

Rev.  Frank  Zedick  was  called  upon  to  lead  in  the 
prayer  of  benediction  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed. 

After  the  organizational  meeting  the  new  church 
began  to  work  diligently  to  further  its  work.  Mem- 
bers went  throughout  the  community  zealously 
promoting  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  work  of 
their  church.  In  a  short  time  Mrs.  B.  A.  Hocutt, 
widow  of  Dr.  Hocutt,  for  whom  the  church  was 
named,  offered  the  church  enough  property  on 
the  corner  of  Robertson  and  Home  Streets  to  build 
the  church  building.  The  property  was  accepted 
and  the  members  began  sacrificial  efforts  to  raise 
sufficient  funds  to  build  the  first  unit  of  their 
building.  By  the  middle  of  February,  the  necessary 
funds  to  begin  had  been  donated. 

With  immediate  prospects  for  a  building  the  church 
elected:  Willie  Earp,  Joe  Phillips,  Johnny  Faison, 
Pete  Pulley,  and  Rev.  Atkins  to  serve  as  a  Building 
Committee.  Plans  were  soon  presented  and  ac- 
cepted for  the  first  unit  of  the  building.  The  first 
ground  breaking  service  was  held  on  February  17, 
1957.  Construction  began  on  April  1,  1957.  The 
building  was  completed  in  early  June  and  the  first 


services  were  conducted  in  the  building  on  June 
16,  1957. 

Rev.  Atkins  led  the  church  in  an  aggressive  pro- 
gram of  outreach  until  his  resignation  in  January 
of  1959,  at  which  time  the  church  voted  to  begin 
a  "full-time"  program.  Rev.  Paul  C.  Nix,  the 
Johnston  Associational  Missionary  accepted  the 
church's  call  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  Rev.  Carl 
A.  Fiske  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  accepted 
the  church's  call  to  become  Pastor.  He  began  his 
services  on  May  10,  1959. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Fiske,  the  church 
continued  its  aggressive  program  of  outreach.  The 
membership  continued  to  serve  and  contribute 
sacrificially  and  God  blessed  the  efforts  of  the 
congregation  to  the  extent  that  the  church  voted 
to  begin  construction  of  a  sanctuary  in  November 
of  1960.  A.  Y.  Haire  of  Fuquay,  North  Carolina 
was  awarded  a  contract  and  construction  began  the 
same  month.  The  building  was  completed  in  June 
of  1961  and  the  congregation  entered  the  new 
sanctuary  the  same  month. 

Rev.  Fiske  resigned  the  Pastorate  of  Hocutt  Memo- 
rial in  June  of  1962.  Rev.  Whisenhunt  was  asked  to 
supply  as  Interim  Pastor  and  did  until  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  supply.  Rev.  Harold  Mitchell  was 
then  extended  a  call  as  Interim  Pastor  and  served 
the  church  until  March  of  1963,  when  Rev.  H.  J. 
Melvin    accepted    the    Pastorate    of    the    church. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Melvin,  the  church 
launched  a  stewardship  program  entitled  "Growth 
in  Christian  Stewardship".  As  a  result  of  this  pro- 
gram, there  was  a  tremendous  spiritual  growth 
among    the    members    and    the    church    offerings 


doubled  and  has  continued  to  grow.  This  program 
was  recognized  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  used  throughout  North  Carolina  as  an  ex- 
ample. Also  during  Mr.  Melvin's  ministry,  the 
church  built  its  parsonage  located  on  Home  Street. 
Mr.  Melvin  resigned  April  20,  1965. 

Rev.  Horace  Thompson  began  his  ministry  at 
Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church  September  1, 
1965.  Under  his  leadership,  the  church  was  air  con- 
ditioned and  our  long  awaited  steeple  was  added  to 
the  building.  Its  glowing  beauty  at  night  is  a  con- 
stant reminder  of  God's  love  and  a  Christian  wit- 
ness to  the  Clayton  community. 

In  December,  1968,  Rev.  Wayne  Harper  became 
Pastor  of  Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church  and 
served  until  March,  1973.  In  spite  of  our  needs  for 
additional  educational  space,  our  church  continued 
to  grow  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Harper.  The 
church  music  ministry  received  a  tremendous  boost 
with  the  purchase  of  an  organ  in  1970. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Moore  began  his  present  ministry  in 
August,  1973.  Although  he  has  been  with  us  only 
2Vz  years,  the  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  us  through 
his  leadership.  The  church  is  experiencing  a  new 
spiritual  awakening  that  reminds  us  of  the  earlier 
years.  Each  organization  is  experiencing  new 
growth.  Our  membership  has  grown  from  the  orig- 
inal 63  charter  members  to  a  present  enrollment  of 
385.  For  the  1976  church  year,  our  church  has  a 
budget  of  $62,400  giving  20%  to  the  Cooperative 
Program.  In  November  of  1975,  the  church  dedi- 
cated a  new  $75,000  Educational  Building  that 
includes  pastor's  study,  church  office,  small  con- 
ference room,  large  conference  room  and  12  class- 
rooms. 


NORTH  SMITHFIELD  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


North  Smithfield  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Smithfield,  N.  C. 


North  Smithfield  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  in  1960. 

Pastors  having  served  the  church  are:  Leo  B. 
Stroupe  -  1961,  1962;  John  Ragland  -  1963, 
1964;  Edwin  Price  -  1965;  Gene  Tuten  -  1966, 
1967;  Sherrill  Lane  -  1973;  W.  B.  Shipp  -  1974, 
1975, 1976. 

From  the  Minutes  of  the  Association  for  1975,  the 
historian  is  able  to  gain  some  information  of  inter- 
est about  the  church.  The  total  church  membership 
for  that  year  was  93,  the  Sunday  School  enroll- 
ment was  101  and  there  were  five  Baptisms.  Thirty- 
three  persons  participated  in  the  church  music 
program  and  forty-two  participated  in  Vacation 
Bible  School.  There  were  nine  members  of  W.M.U. 
and  twelve  members  of  the  Brotherhood. 

North  Smithfield  Mission  contributions  are  budget- 
ed as  follows: 

Cooperative  Program  —  $391.00;  Associational 
Missions  -  $50.00;  State  Missions  -  $30.00;  Home 
Missions  -  $100.00;  Foreign  Missions  -  $132.00; 
Children's  Homes  -  $50.00;  Hospitals  -  $75.00; 
Home  for  the  Ageing  -  $25.00;  Total  -  $853.00. 


Church  officers  in  1975  were:  Pastor  —  W.  B. 
Shipp;  Clerk  and  Treasurer  —  Hazel  Whitley;  Supt. 
Sunday  School  —  Braxton  Braswell;  Music  Direc- 
tor —  Braxton  Braswell;  Chairman  of  Deacons  — 
Edwin  Price;  Pres.  Brotherhood  —  Herman  Michaels. 

Church  finances  always  interest  the  reader.  This 
church  of  ninety-three  members  has  twenty  tithers. 
The  financial  report  for  1975  follows. 


Receipts 

Expenditures 

Staff 

Literature 

Debt  Retirement 

Local 
Balance 


7,415.00 

477.00 

1,671.00 

_  1,084.00 


$12,738.00 


10,647.00 
;  2,091.00 


The  value  of  the  church  property  is  estimated  to 
be  $70,000.00. 

Referring  to  North  Smithfieid's  first  annual  report 
to  the  Association,  we  note:  Leo  Stroupe  was  first 
pastor;  Braxton  Braswell  was  chairman  of  Deacons; 
Ms.  Hester  Cockrell  was  pianist;  Ms.  Annie  Laurie 
Peterson  was  Pres.  of  W.M.U. ;  Braxton  Braswell 
was  Supt.  of  the  160  member  Sunday  School; 
Church  membership  was  229. 


CRESTWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Crestwood  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,Smithfield,N.  C. 


On  Sunday  morning,  November  19,  1961,  a  group 
of  dedicated  Christian  people  gathered  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Lula  Peterson.  There  were  44  people  pre- 
sent. They  felt  they  should  worship  God  together 
one  last  time. 

God  worked  in  a  mysterious  way  at  the  meeting 
and  led  this  group  to  organize  a  Sunday  School  and 
Church.  They  named  the  church  Crestwood  Baptist 
Mission.  The  Rev.  Malcolm  Sterns  led  the  group 
until  March  11,  1962. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Lewis  McMammen, 
who  came  with  us  September  5,  1962,  three  lots 
were  purchased  on  Buffalo  Road.  On  Saturday, 
April  6,  1962,  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  was 
held  for  the  beginning  of  construction  of  an  edu- 
cational building.  By  December  21,  1963,  the 
church  was  completed  to  the  point  that  we  held 
our  first  service.  Rev.  McMammen  performed  the 
marriage   of  Bonnie  G.   Long  and  Randy  L.  Wall. 

In  October  1963,  after  one  year  under  the  watch- 
care  of  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association,  we  were 
accepted  as  members  of  the  association  and  be- 
came Crestwood  Baptist  Church. 

There  were  39  members  enrolled  in  our  first 
Training  Union  which  was  organized  April  11, 
1965,  under  the  direction  of  Herbert  Cook. 


Until  April  21,  1965,  when  our  loan  application  at 
Kenly  Savings  and  Loan  was  approved,  all  the  pro- 
gress that  had  been  made  on  our  building  was 
through  donations.  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wall  donated  all  of 
the  lumber  that  was  used  to  erect  the  framework. 

The  first  homecoming  service  was  held  October  3, 
1965.  The  first  Sunday  in  October  was  set  to  be 
the  annual  homecoming  date. 

November  28,  1965,  proved  to  another  step  for- 
ward in  the  work  God  had  planned  for  Crestwood 
Church.  Rev.  Dearl  Bunce  came  to  be  our  pastor. 
The  new  parsonage  was  completed  and  our  pastor 
and  his  family  moved  into  the  new  structure, 
August  12,  1966. 

In  October  1966,  the  Brotherhood,  Sunbeams, 
R.A.'s  and  G.A.'s  were  organized.  Work  was  begun 
to  complete  the  Sunday  School  rooms  downstairs 
in  January  of  1967.  Rev.  Bunce  left  our  church  in 
the  fall  of  1969. 

Rev.  N.  R.  Demchak  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate 
on  July  4,  1971,  and  served  our  church  until 
April  4,  1976.  During  this  time,  the  sanctuary  was 
air  conditioned,  a  new  piano  was  purchased,  and  a 
lot  adjacent  to  the  church  property  was  purchased. 
Also,  in  October  1973,  Leonard  Braswell,  a  mem- 
ber of  our  church  was  ordained  into  the  ministry. 


SHARON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


We  date  the  beginning  of  the  Sharon  Baptist 
Church  as  "early  in  the  year  of  1958",  but  who 
can  say  when  God  begins  a  plan?  It  has  been 
evident  to  those  who  have  been  a  part  of  this 
church  that  every  move  and  every  dream  has  been 
inspired  by  the  guiding  hand  of  God.  Those  who 
were  granted  the  privilege  of  "beginning"  realize 
that  in  our  life  time  we  shall  see  only  the  shadow 
of  greatness  that  is  the  ultimate  future  for  this 
church.  We  would  be  derelict  in  our  responsibility 
to  posterity  if  it  was  so  recorded  that  there  were 
no  moments  of  indecision,  nor  sense  of  futility, 
nor  lack  of  faith.  For  we  were  weak  and  there  were 
many  times  when  only  the  knowledge  that  "all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
the  Lord"  kept  up  from  faltering  in  our  purpose. 

The  Sharon  Baptist  Church  was  formed  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association  and 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Smithfield,  N.  C.  There 
were  approximately  seventeen  families  from  First 
Baptist  who  had  indicated  a  desire  to  work  with 
the  new  mission.  We  were  first  called  West  Smith- 
field  Baptist  Chapel.  A  nominating  committee  was 
elected  and  held  its  first  recorded  meeting  at  the 
home  of  Henry  Whitley.  This  Committee  was  com- 
posed of:  Henry  Whitley,  Chairman,  Bill  Peele, 
Mrs.  Shelton  Castleberry,  Mrs.  D.  I.  Watson  and 
Dr.  Larry  Mayo  (Mrs.  Watson  and  Dr.  Mayo  repre- 
senting the  First  Baptist  Church).  At  this  meeting 
officers  and  teachers  were  selected  for  the  Sunday 
School  Department,  for  Training  Union  and  a 
director  for  W.M.U.;  however,  the  Sunday  School 
was  to  be  the  first  active  department  of  the  new 
mission. 

Our  next  task  was  to  secure  a  building  site.  The 
first  site  selected  was  found  to  be  unsuitable  for 
our  purposes  so  the  present  site  was  selected.  This 
is  located  on  Church  Street  just  off  Wilson  Mills 
Road.  Robert  P.  Holding,  Jr.  donated  the  building 
lot.  The  First  Baptist  Church  donated  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  one  half  the  purchase  price,  for  a  lot 
of  similar  size  directly  across  the  street  to  be  used 
for  future  expansion.  Plans  for  the  church  were 
recommended  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
architects.  These  were  presented  to  the  people  by 
the  building  committee:  Roy  Strickland,  Chairman, 
Shelton  Castleberry,  W.  B.  Strickland,  Henry 
Whitley  and  G.  A.  Allen.  This  structure  is  in  four 
units.  Our  people  met  Wednesday  night,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1958  at  a  supper  meeting  at  First  Baptist 
and  it  was  decided  to  build  the  first  two  units  of 
the  educational  plant  as  our  first  venture.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  financial  pledges  were  made  totaling 
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approximately  eight  thousand  dollars.  Plans  were 
made  for  construction  to  begin  in  October  but  the 
time    was    not    yet    come    for    us    to    commence. 

During  this  waiting  period  we  continued  to  wor- 
ship at  the  First  Baptist  Church.  On  May  17,  1959 
ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held  at  the  pre- 
sent site.  Dr.  Larry  Mayo  led  in  the  opening 
prayer.  Mr.  Earl  Langley  read  from  the  Scriptures 
Hebrews  11:1-13,  39-40.  Rev.  Paul  Nix,  Mission- 
ary for  the  Johnston  Baptist  Association,  gave  a 
prayer  of  dedication.  The  chairman  of  the  Chapel 
Building  Committee,  Mr.  Roy  Strickland  repre- 
senting the  Chapel,  led  in  breaking  ground  followed 
by  Mr.  G.  A.  Allen  representing  First  Baptist 
Church  and  Rev.  Glenn  Holt  representing  the 
Mission  Committee  of  the  Association. 

The  contract  for  building  the  new  church  was 
awarded  to  Rogers  Construction  Co.  The  erection 
of  the  two  units  was  to  cost  approximately  thirty 
four  thousand  dollars.  A  loan  of  twenty  five  thou- 
sand dollars  was  secured  from  First  Citizens  Bank 
and  Trust  Co.  by  First  Baptist.  At  the  time  the 
West  Smithfield  Baptist  Chapel  is  organized  into  a 
full  church  the  deed  to  this  property  will  be  con- 
veyed to  the  newly  organized  church.  It  was 
understood,  however,  that  the  Chapel  was  to 
assume  full  responsibility  for  full  payment  of  this 
loan.  This  they  did. 

Construction  of  the  building  was  begun  and  was  to 
have  been  completed  within  ninety  days.  Our  first 


activity  was  to  be  a  Bible  School.  Workers  were 
selected  June  17,  1959  and  the  dates  August  17 
through  the  26th  were  set  for  the  school.  "Every 
noble  work  is  at  first  impossible"  seemed  apropos 
for  our  Bible  School.  When  time  came  the  building 
was  far  from  finished  but  enthusiastic  teachers 
went  to  work  in  a  building  having  neither  doors, 
windows,  electrical  wiring,  drinking  water,  nor 
furniture.  To  those  who  worked  it  seemed  truly 
the  hand  of  God  had  guided  us  to  this  place.  We 
enrolled  one  hundred  children  and  workers  in  an 
eight  day  school.  The  Sunday  following  Bible 
School,  August  30,  1959  our  first  worship  service 
was  held.  Dr.  Larry  Mayo  preached  the  morning 
sermon  and  Rev.  A.  L.  Brown  led  the  evening 
service. 

The  first  Board  of  Deacons  was  elected  in  October. 
They  were:  Roy  Strickland,  Chairman,  W.  B. 
Strickland,  Shelton  Castleberry,  Ralph  Burgess, 
Henry  Whitley  and  Douglas  Little.  Our  total  bud- 
get for  the  year  October  1959  through  September 
1960  was  twelve  thousand  and  fifty  two  dollars. 
Rev.  A.  L.  Brown  served  as  interim  pastor  until 
January  3,  1960.  At  this  time  Rev.  T.  L.  Meyers 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  assumed  the  duties  as  pastor 
and  pianist  respectively.  Our  first  service  to  partake 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  held  on  January  10, 
1960.  Rev.  Meyers  remained  with  us  until  October, 
1960.  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt  was  asked  to  serve  as 
interim  pastor.  This  he  did  until  January  1961 
when  Rev.  James  F.  Pulley  and  his  family  came  to 
serve  as  pastor  of  our  church. 

During  this  time  our  church  was  growing  steadily. 
The  first  child  born  to  our  people  was  David 
Henry,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice  G.  Henry.  The 
first  marriage  ceremony  was  that  of  Miss  Gail 
Stancil  to  Mr.  Rexford  Starling.  Our  Sunday 
School  had  grown  from  95  to  208  on  roll.  A  Train- 
ing Union  and  W.M.U.  had  begun  to  function.  Our 
membership  had  grown  from  the  original  57  to  120. 

Early  in  1961  we  felt  that  we  had  matured  enough 
to  become  a  chartered  church.  Appropriate  com- 
mittees were  formed  and  the  work  was  begun. 
Charter  day  was  July  23,  1961.  Dr.  Douglas 
Branch,  Executive  Secretary  of  North  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention,  was  the  main  speaker 
along  with  the  two  interim  pastors,  Rev.  A.  L. 
Brown  (who  also  represented  the  First  Baptist 
Church)  and  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  the  name  "Sharon"  was  chosen  for  our 
church.  This  is  a  Hebrew  word  meaning  a  place  of 
great  fertility.  We  think  this  is  especially  appro- 
priate for  our  work  at  this  place. 

In  a  time  of  great  international  stress  and  tension 
the  work  at  this  chosen  place  has  just  begun.  At 


this  writing,  August  22,  1961,  the  world  seems  to 
be  on  the  verge  of  veritable  self-annilation.  Perhaps 
one  church  cannot  save  our  world,  but  wc  can  try. 

1962  A  Building  Committee  was  appointed  in 
February.  Plans  were  sketched,  passed  around,  and 
discussed.  Estimates  on  cost  were  presented.  In 
May  the  church  voted  to  employ  a  paid,  part-time 
Music  Director.  When  the  new  budget  was  prepared 
in  September,  our  Cooperative  Program  figure  was 
increased  from  $100  to  $500.  Fifth  Sundays  were 
designated  Special  Building  Fund  days.  The  resig- 
nation  of  James  Pulley  was  received  in  October. 

1963  —  In  January  Dr.  Sherrill  was  called  as  pastor. 
The  church  voted  to  have  the  street  in  front  of  the 
church  paved.  March  brought  a  vote  to  begin  con- 
struction of  the  third  unit  of  our  building.  In  April 
Dr.  Stevens  was  elected  messenger  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Kansas  City.  In  May  a  deco- 
rating Committee  was  named  to  work  with  the  new 
unit.  A  letter  of  resignation  as  Training  Union 
Director  was  received  from  Ed  Renfrow  who  was 
called  to  the  Army  for  six  months.  In  June  the 
WMU  had  an  elaborate  50th  Anniversary  banquet 
for  the  GAs.  The  Round  Table  was  organized. 
Homecoming  Day  was  observed  on  July  21.  In 
September  our  church  membership  was  159.  In 
October  the  trustees  were  authorized  to  borrow 
$37,000  to  pay  off  the  old  note  and  to  pay  for  the 
new  construction.  In  November  of  this  year, 
Howard  Stultz  was  appointed  on  a  permanent  basis 
as  Music  Director. 

1964  —  The  Church  Council,  made  up  of  the  pas- 
tor, staff  members  including  Music  Director,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  Deacons,  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent, Training  Union  Director,  Brotherhood 
President,  WMU  President,  and  Treasurer,  was 
recommended  to  serve  as  Long-range  Planning 
Committee,  and  scheduled  to  meet  once  each 
quarter.  Membership  was  168.  The  goal  of  $260 
for  Lottie  Moon  Offering  was  exceeded. 

1965  —  Plans  were  made  in  February  for  a  BSU 
Youth  Team  from  Campbell  College  to  hold  a 
Youth  Revival  at  our  church.  Mr.  L.  D.  Holt  was 
chosen  as  speaker  for  our  spring  revival.  In  May  the 
trustees  were  empowered  to  borrow  not  more  than 
$500  for  paving  streets  by  the  pastorium.  Our  sixth 
anniversary  was  celebrated  on  July  25th.  Dr. 
Stevens  resigned  in  August  to  go  to  a  church  in 
Durham.  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt  was  called  as  interim 
pastor.  In  October  the  church  voted  to  call  Robert 
Coats  as  pastor,  and  he  assumed  this  position  in 
December.  Also  in  December  a  committee  was 
elected  to  study  the  church  constitution  and 
by-laws    and    recommend    any    needed    changes. 


1966  —  In  January  John  Blankenship  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  deacon  board  left  by 
Ralph  Burgess  who  moved  to  Fayetteville.  In 
March  the  church  voted  to  sponsor  a  Girl  Scout 
troop.  It  also  voted  to  establish  church  library  with 
a  duly  elected  librarian.  The  church  agreed  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  5-year  Spiritual  Growth  Program.  In 
April  carpeting  for  the  Nursery  was  voted  on.  May 
brought  a  new  son  to  our  pastor's  family  and  a 
vote  to  spend  $40  for  material  for  robes  for  the 
Junior  Choir  directed  by  Mary  Strickland.  In  June 
copies  of  proposed  changes  in  our  constitution 
were  passed  out  by  the  committee  for  study. 
Additional  money  was  voted  to  pay  for  paving  the 
side  street  by  the  church  and  to  have  the  sanctuary 
ceiling  fixed  to  improve  acoustics.  Wednesday 
nights  following  fifth  Sundays  were  designated  as 
family  and  church  recreation  nights.  In  July  the 
church  voted  to  order  the  new  Life  and  Work 
literature  for  the  next  quarter  to  be  used  in  Sunday 
School  and  in  Training  Union.  The  Associational 
Letter  was  approved  in  October,  showing  our  mem- 
bership as  194.  In  November  a  complete  set  of 
dishes  for  fifty  was  given  our  church  by  Mr.  Ray 
Price  of  the  Clayton  Pottery.  In  December  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  Wilmond  Barnes,  Joe  Boyette, 
Jean  Collins,  Mac  MacLeod,  Mildred  Strickland, 
Howard  Stultz,  James  Whitley  and  the  pastor,  was 
appointed  to  study  and  recommend  plans,  time, 
type,  method  of  finance,  approximate  cost,  etc.,  of 
a  sanctuary.  This  was  the  real  beginning  of  the 
dream  that  is  a  reality  today! 

Under  the  leadership  of  Becky  and  Ed  Renfrow 
and  Janice  Daniel,  the  Intermediate  Department 
gave  a  play,  "The  Black  Sheep"  one  Sunday  even- 
ing. The  Intermediates  also  presented  a  live  manger 
scene  in  the  church  yard  for  an  hour  each  night  of 
the  week  before  Christmas.  The  Training  Union 
children  of  all  departments  gave  a  Sunday  morning 
assembly  program  with  Debbie  Mason  as  narrator. 
The  Adult  Choir  with  its  leaders,  Howard  Stultz 
and  Gail  Starling,  took  the  organ  to  the  rest  homes 
and  sang  some  of  its  Christmas  music  for  the 
people  there.  The  Youth  Choir  also  took  part  in 
the  Christmas  musical  program  and  a  group  of 
them  went  caroling. 

1967  —  A  study  course  on  the  Book  of  Amos  was 
taught  and  a  Baptist  Men's  Day  was  observed  in 
January.  In  February  some  of  our  young  people 
were  requested  to  do  a  dramatic  skit  at  the  Associ- 
ational Youth  Rally.  Our  church  went  on  record  as 
opposing  the  sale  of  beer  at  the  local  bowling  alley, 
and  a  petition  was  signed  and  sent  along  with  con- 
tributions to  the  Committee  of  "The  Concerned 
for  Sober  Thinking"  against  legalization  of  brown- 
bagging  or  liquor-by-the-drink.  In  March  a  mission 


study  book  was  taught  and  the  Week  of  Prayer 
observed.  Mary  Strickland  and  some  other  adults 
took  25  of  the  Junior  Choir  to  the  rest  homes  to 
sing  for  the  people  there.  We  made  a  payment  of 
$1,000  on  the  pastorium  and  spent  $593  for  new 
robes  for  the  Adult  Choir.  A  first  was  scored  for 
our  church  when  Teresa  Holt  was  crowned  Queen- 
with-a-Scepter  at  the  GA  Coronation  service  held 
in  May.  The  Sunbeams  led  by  Ruby  Holt  went  to 
Day  Camp.  A  lovely  White  Bible  Service  was  held 
one  evening  for  our  YWAs.  In  June  Mildred 
Strickland,  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Committee, 
reported  that  an  architect  had  met  with  the  com- 
mittee and  discussed  plans  for  the  new  sanctuary. 
(The  Committee  in  the  meantime  had  done  much 
research,  traveling  and  looking  at  other  churches  to 
get  ideas.)  A  very  good  Vacation  Bible  School  was 
held  with  enrollment  of  116.  The  third  Sunday  in 
September  was  established  as  our  annual  Home- 
coming Day.  Our  membership  in  July  was  220.  The 
possibility  of  selling  the  pastorium  and  the  two  lots 
on  the  Wilson's  Mills  Road  was  discussed  and  this 
was  worked  out  and  brought  in  the  form  of  a 
motion  in  August,  at  which  time  the  vote  carried 
unanimously.  A  housing  allowance  was  set  up  for 
the  pastor.  Robert  and  Ruby  Holt,  Teeny  and 
Edith  Strickland,  and  Joe  and  Martha  Boyette  took 
about  25  of  our  young  people  to  White  Lake  for  a 
weekend  of  recreation.  In  October  a  meeting  of 
deacons,  Finance  Committee,  Planning  Committee 
and  others  was  held  to  discuss  a  bond  program  for 
our  church.  The  Planning  Committee  then  present- 
ed its  ideas  and  sketches  to  the  people  in  order  to 
ascertain  their  wishes  as  to  building  and  the  bond 
program.  In  November  our  deacon  board  was  in- 
creased from  9  to  10.  Our  church  kitchen  was  put 
into  usable  condition  by  removing  a  partition  wall, 
having  cabinets  built,  installing  a  new  double  sink 
and  new  lighting.  This  has  been  most  useful  in 
serving  our  Family  Night  Suppers  and  to  all  organi- 
zations of  the  church.  The  WMU  contributed  a  set 
of  stainless  steel  flatware  for  fifty.  The  Junior 
Choir  wore  their  new  choir  robes  for  the  first  time 
in  the  Christmas  program.  The  WMU  circles  dressed 
dolls  for  the  Salvation  Army  for  Christmas.  A  most 
impressive  Candlelight  Communion  Service  was 
held  at  5:15  P.M.,  December  24th,  in  lieu  of  the 
regular  service.  Judging  from  the  numerous  sincere 
comments  heard  afterward,  many  hearts  were 
touched  by  it.  The  goal  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Offer- 
ing was  exceeded.  Membership  was  223. 

1968  —  January  brought  a  devastating  ice  storm 
and  Mr.  Coats  expressed  thanks  to  God  for  the 
splendid  spirit  of  Christian  concern  and  brother- 
hood that  prevailed  throughout  the  duration  of  it. 
Our  church  loan  was  reduced  by  $2,000.  Spring 
revival  dates  were  announced  and  Jesse  Mansfield 


was  chosen  as  our  speaker.  In  February  our  pastor 
and  his  family  moved  into  their  new  home.  Mildred 
Strickland,  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Committee, 
after  spending  untold  hours  of  study  and  research, 
brought  blueprints  showing  our  proposed  new 
sanctuary.  She  told  of  a  church  at  Willow  Springs 
which  is  really  the  basis  of  our  plan.  As  she  de- 
scribed the  different  features  and  facets  of  the 
plans,  her  face  was  alight  and  her  voice  was  filled 
with  enthusiasm.  Those  present  at  the  business 
conference  listened  spellbound  as  she  talked  and  it 
seemed  as  if  a  special  Providence  had  chosen  her 
for  this  task.  Again  and  again  she  stressed  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  most  harmonious  committee  she 
had  ever  worked  on.  The  committee  was  author- 
ized to  proceed  with  building  specifications  to 
determine  the  cost  of  this  structure.  It  was  also 
decided  that  Mr.  Dan  Gunter  of  the  Fidelity  Bond- 
ing Company  would  come  at  the  worship  hour  and 
explain  the  program  of  bond  financing.  After  this 
was  done  the  Planning  Committee  was  given 
authority  to  meet  with  Mr.  Gunter  and  proceed 
with  plans  for  the  bond  issue.  Our  pastorium  was 
sold,  without  repairs,  for  $14,000  and  this  amount 
was  applied  to  the  church  loan.  In  March  the  Plan- 
ning Committee  was  authorized  to  negotiate  and 
enter  into  contract  with  Mr.  Seby  Jones  of  the  firm 
of  Davidson  and  Jones,  Inc.  of  Raleigh  to  proceed 
with  plans,  specifications,  and  building  of  the  new 
sanctuary  and  remodeling  of  our  present  building. 
At  this  time  the  Planning  Committee  was  desig- 
nated Building  Committee.  Mr.  Coats  highly 
commended  Mildred  Strickland  for  the  time  and 
interest  she  had  spent  on  these  plans.  She  asked 
that  the  following  committees  be  appointed  to 
work  with  the  Building  Committee:  Furnishings 
and  Decorating,  Finance  and  Gifts,  Grounds  and 
Planting,  and  Promotion  and  Publicity. 

In  April  Mr.  Coats  explained  the  goal  of  the 
Crusades  of  the  Americas  and  recommended  that 
our  church  participate.  Plans  were  made  for 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  this  was  held  very 
successfully.  In  June,  actual  construction  was 
begun  on  the  new  sanctuary.  In  July,  Ruby  Creech, 
Signa  Castleberry,  Thelma  Strickland,  Mildred 
Strickland,  and  Marshall  Whitley  went  with  a  group 
from  other  churches  in  this  area  to  hold  a  week  of 
Bible  School  at  a  migrant  workers'  camp  in 
Newton  Grove.  The  school  was  held  each  evening 
after  working  hours,  with  few  necessities  and  no 
luxuries,  but  the  blessings  were  bestowed  in  both 
directions  and  only  those  who  took  part  can  really 
understand  the  joy  it  was!  We  can  never  forget 
those  eager  little  faces  and  always  the  parting 
question     "Are     you     coming    back     tomorrow?" 

In  August  we  voted  to  include  in  our  new  budget 


$500  for  a  summer  youth  director  and  the  Rec- 
reation Committee  was  authorized  to  proceed  with 
the  development  of  a  tennis  court  on  our  property 
across  the  street  with  work  and  materials  to  be 
donated  anonymously  and  at  no  cost  to  the  church. 
In  September  an  Associational  Rally  was  held  in 
Benson  to  further  the  Crusades  of  the  Americas. 
About  600  people  attended  and  our  Adult  Choir 
was  asked  to  sing  at  this  meeting  and  at  another 
Associational  meeting  near  Micro. 

Mildred  Strickland,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, made  the  announcement  that  according  to 
the  contractor  if  all  went  well,  our  new  building 
might  be  completed  by  Thanksgiving.  She  named 
those  appointed  to  the  various  committees  men- 
tioned above.  She  also  gave  out  lists  of  suggested 
memorial  gifts  and  approximate  prices.  A  superb 
organ  was  selected  by  the  Organ  Committee  so  that 
it  could  be  built  in  as  the  work  on  the  sanctuary 
progressed.  Homecoming  Day  was  celebrated  on 
September  15th  with  Dr.  Eph  Whisenhunt  as 
speaker.  A  bounteous  dinner  on  the  grounds 
followed  and  was  enjoyed  by  everyone  there.  Fall 
revival  date  was  set  for  November  3,  with  John 
Ray  as  speaker.  Mildred  Strickland  reported  a  de- 
lay of  five  weeks  on  the  stained  glass  windows  so 
our  occupation  date  was  moved  up  to  Christmas.  If 
Providence  sent  Mildred  to  look  after  the  planning, 
it  also  sent  Jean  Collins  to  look  after  the  building. 
She  was  almost  as  ever-present  as  the  construction 
foreman,  as  she  consulted,  advised,  suggested  and 
in  general  kept  an  eye  on  the  innumerable  details 
that  invariably  come  up  in  a  building  of  this 
magnitude.  She  got  to  know  every  worker  by  his 
first  name  and  though  she  never  lost  her  sense  of 
humor,  inspite  of  the  many  crises,  she  saw  to  it 
that  each  thing  was  done  properly  and  used  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  church.  One  day  just  before 
Thanksgiving,  she  and  Signa  Castleberry,  Ruby 
Holt,  Nellie  Pace,  Janice  Southerland,  Thelma 
Strickland,  and  Mildred  Strickland,  with  the  help 
of  Clinton  Collins  and  Mr.  Coats  who  barbecued 
chickens,  fixed  a  dinner  for  all  the  workmen.  The 
work  moved  right  along,  both  in  the  new  sanctuary 
and  in  the  remodeling  of  the  old  building.  An  in- 
side room  which  had  no  windows  was  turned  into 
a  beautiful,  panelled  prayer  room  with  soft  lights, 
carpet  and  velvet  draperies.  When  the  bed  babies 
outgrew  their  space,  the  sink  and  cabinet  and  built- 
in  beds  were  moved  across  the  hall  to  a  larger  room, 
where  more  beds  could  be  added.  Walls  were 
removed,  doors  relocated,  light  fixtures  replaced, 
so  that  each  time  the  old  building  was  entered,  it 
had  a  new  look.  Through  all  this  confusion  and 
change,  the  activities  of  the  church  went  on  —  a 
new  budget  was  adopted,  new  officers  and  teachers 
were    elected,    the    Week-of-Prayer    was    observed 


with  excellent  programs  and  a  visit  from  Keith  and 
Alice  Edwards,  missionaries  to  Nigeria,  one  night. 
Saturday  clean-up  sessions  were  necessary  many 
times.  The  Adult  Choir  worked  on  the  Christmas 
music  in  many  different  locations.  The  first  night 
of  practice  in  the  new,  unfinished  sanctuary  with 
the  big  organ  will  long  be  remembered  —  paint 
cans,  ladders,  and  tools  hid  the  floor  of  the  huge, 
bare  room  and  the  unaccustomed  space  above 
resounded  and  reverberated  until  even  Gail,  who 
has  never  been  known  to  lose  her  cool,  was  shaken! 
With  the  installation  of  carpet  and  furnishings, 
however,  this  alarming  situation  was  taken  care  of. 
Two  other  figures  who  came  to  be  well-known 
among  the  building  crew  were  Ruby  Holt,  through 
whose  efforts  the  chapel  was  transformed  into  a 
thing  of  beauty,  and  Ruby  Creech  who  was  tireless 
in  helping  wherever  she  was  needed.  These  had  the 
assistance  and  support  of  many  others  and  this 
account  in  no  way  attempts  to  give  credit  —  only 
God  can  give  credit  —  and  he  will  surely  give  it 
generously  to  all  our  people  for  their  uncomplain- 
ing cooperation  throughout  this  difficult  but  so 
rewarding  transition. 

At  this  moment  the  work  is  rapidly  drawing  to  its 
great  culmination  and  our  faith  in  our  God  is  such 
that  we  predict  when  you  read  this  everything  will 
be  in  its  appointed  place  and  all  to  the  glory  of 
God.         Amen. 

Addendum  to  History  of  Sharon  Baptist  Church 

In  January,  1973,  Kenneth  L.  Thrasher  was  called 
as  pastor. 


In  May,  1973,  the  church  celebrated  Mr.  Thrasher's 
receiving  the  doctoral  degree  from  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

In  June,  1974,  the  Youth  Choir  went  on  a  Missions 
tour  to  Akron,  Ohio  and  vicinity  conducting  Vaca- 
tion Bible  Schools  and  giving  concerts  of  sacred 
music  in  several  locations. 

In  1974,  the  church  began  publishing  a  newsletter 
with  the  pastor  as  editor. 

In  1975,  the  Youth  Choir  went  on  a  missions  tour 
to  Neptune  City,  New  Jersey,  and  surrounding  area 
conducting  two  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and  singing 
in  a  number  of  churches  and  other  locations  such 
as  a  beach  pavilion  and  trailer  park. 

In  1974,  the  morning  services  of  the  church  were 
broadcast  on  radio  station  WBZB  and  we  continue 
this  radio  ministry  to  present  and  hope  to  expand 
it  in  the  future. 

Among  the  membership  of  the  church  are  three 
ordained  ministers  in  addition  to  Dr.  Thrasher. 
They  are  Rev.  Fletcher  Ford  (retired),  Rev.  Mike 
Watts  and  Rev.  Thorn  Duncan.  In  1975,  one  young 
man,  Randy  London,  surrendered  to  the  ministry 
as  his  life's  calling.  In  1974,  Beth  MacLeod  respond- 
ed to  the  call  to  enter  foreign  missions  and  is  now 
preparing    for    this    calling   at   Campbell    College. 

In  1975,  the  church  received  twenty -five  new 
members  through  baptism  and  transfer  of  letter 
making  the  present   membership  of  300  persons. 


FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


On  Sunday  afternoon  of  July  25,  1954  and  during 
the  time  that  Dr.  J.  Devee  Hillman  served  as  pastor 
of  Selma  Baptist  Church  a  mission  Sunday  School 
was  started.  The  afternoon  services  were  first  held 
in  the  W.  G.  Ricks  packhouse  and  home.  Forty 
seven  people  attended  the  first  service. 

One  adult  class  and  four  additional  classes  for  the 
young  people  were  begun.  Mrs.  Carl  Worley,  Jr. 
taught  the  adults,  assisted  by  Harold  Hales;  Mrs. 
Harold  Hales  —  beginner  group;  Mrs.  W.  G.  Ricks  — 
beginner  group;  Mrs.  James  A.  Hodge  —  Primary; 
Mrs.  Don  Broadwell  —  Junior  class.  Dr.  Hillman 
brought  the  gospel  message  immediately  following 
the  Sunday  School  lessons. 

On  October  3,  1954  the  first  new  member  was 
welcomed  into  the  church  fellowship. 

In  1955,  Dr.  Hillman  resigned  to  become  pastor  of 
the  College  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Greensboro, 
and  Rev.  Frank  Zedick  was  called  as  pastor  of  the 
Selma  Baptist  Church.  Under  his  guidance  and 
leadership  and  sensing  the  need  of  a  larger  program 
of  coordinated  activity,  the  Selma  Baptist  Church 
appointed  a  mission  steering  committee.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  committee  was  to  plan  a  thorough 
program  of  work  for  the  mission.  Planning  sessions 
were  held  beginning  late  in  1955.  Serving  on  this 
committee  were:  Mr.  Sanford  Smith  —  chairman, 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Earp,  Mr.  Albert  Eason,  Mrs.  Harold 
Hales,  and  Mr.  R.  O.  Broadwell,  Jr. 

A  complete  program  was  planned  and  prepared  by 
the  Mission  Steering  Committee.  It  was  presented 
to  the  Selma  Baptist  Church  and  approved  unani- 
mously. As  a  result  of  this  action  a  date  was  set, 
early  in  1956  for  the  inauguration  of  the  new 
mission  program.  The  mission  was  to  begin  a  full 
time  church  program. 

Two  other  committees  were  working  hard,  also. 
The  Mission  Finance  Committee  composed  of 
Dr.  R.  E.  Earp  —  chairman,  Mr.  Harold  Hales, 
Mr.  Harold  Woodall,  Mrs.  Nadell  Eason,  Mrs.  James 
Hodge,  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Ricks  was  busy  accepting 
contributions  while  the  Missions  Building  Com- 
mittee was  making  plans  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  building.  Through  this  committee  the  Selma 
Church  accepted  an  acre  of  land,  donated  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Ricks  on  which  to  build  the 
mission  church. 

It  was  agreed  by  Selma  Baptist  that  the  building 
would  be  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  Selma 
Baptist  Church.  After  diligent  study  and  weeks  of 
hard  work  the  mission  building  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  six  thousand  and  one  hundred  dollars. 
Members  serving  on  the  building  committee  were: 
W.  G.  Ricks  —  chairman,  Ray  Tompkins,  Arthur 
Meece  and  Mrs.  Carl  Worley,  Jr.  The  building  was 


Faith  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Selma,  N.  C. 

constructed  by  S.  R.  Hinnant  and  Sons  of  Selma. 

The  formal  dedication  of  the  mission  building  was 
held  on  Sunday  afternoon  February  26,  1956  with 
approximately  125  persons  present.  The  mission 
was  named  Faith  Baptist  Mission.  Members  repre- 
senting a  joint  committee  of  the  Selma  Baptist 
Church  and  mission  were:  W.  G.  Ricks,  Jr.,  Sanford 
Smith,  and  Dr.  R.  E.  Earp. 

Rev.  Jack  Casey  was  called  as  pastor  of  Faith  Mis- 
sion and  assumed  his  duties  March  4,  1956.  The 
mission  provided  a  full  church  program,  consisting 
of  morning  and  evening  worship  services  each 
Sunday,  Sunday  School,  Training  Union,  Girl's 
Auxiliary,  Royal  Ambassadors  and  W.M.U. 

The  week  of  June  3-7,  1956  the  mission  held  its 
first  vacation  Bible  School  and  revival.  The  average 
attendance  for  the  school  was  fifty -one. 

Faith  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  a  special 
service  on  the  ninth  anniversary,  February  26, 
1965,  of  the  dedication  of  the  sanctuary.  The  Rev. 
Raymond  E.  Moore,  Johnston  Baptist  Associational 
Missionary  presided. 

PASTORS 

Jack  Casey,  1956^1957;  Charles  Jenkins,  1957- 
1958;  James  Watkins,  1958-1959;  Charles  Lloyd, 
1960-1961;  Randolph  Rankin,  1962-1963;  Ottis 
King,  1964-1969;  A.  D.  Stephenson,  1970-1972; 
Walter  S.  Jones,  1972. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Ricks 

Route  3,  Box  29 

Selma,  N.  C.   27576 


HILLSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(FORMERL  Y  L  YLES  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH) 


Hillside  Church  began  as  East  Clayton  Mission  in 
November,  1962,  became  an  organized  church  — 
Lyles  Memorial  —  January  10,  1965  and  changed 
its  name  to  Hillside,  November  5,  1975. 

As  East  Clayton  Mission,  its  organization  was 
recognized  by  a  certificate  as  one  of  30,000  new 
preaching  stations  that  Southern  Baptists  were 
seeking  to  establish.  First  Baptist  Church,  Clayton, 
Harold  White  as  pastor,  sponsored  the  Mission.  An 
agreement  was  worked  out  with  Clayton  Spinning 
Company  owners,  for  use  of  a  building.  Leadership 
was  provided  as  well  as  heat  and  equipment.  Davis 
Bowen,  a  seminary  student  at  Southeastern  was 
pastor  of  the  Mission  and  received  and  baptized 
many  persons  for  the  church  of  the  future. 

Persons  serving  on  the  Missions  Committee  were: 
James  Little,  Mrs.  Ben  Duncan,  W.  R.  O'Neal,  R.  L. 
Cooper  and  Cleveland  Pleasants. 

Persons  serving  in  the  Mission  Sunday  School  were: 
Elbert  Hogg,  Mrs.  Elbert  Hogg,  Mrs.  Harold  White, 
B.  C.  Powell,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Powell  and  Mrs.  Davis 
Bowen. 

Persons  baptized  by  Davis  Bowen  were:  Paulette 
Heath,  Phylis  Heath,  Rusty  Heath,  Dusty  Heath, 
Kim  Barbour,  Mike  Barbour,  Shirley  Whitley,  and 
Robert  Denning. 

Jack  Lyles  visited  with  and  worked  with  the  people 
of  East  Clayton  Mission. 

The  organization  of  Lyles  Memorial  took  place 
Sunday  afternoon,  January  10,  1965  at  2:30 
o'clock  in  the  regular  meeting  place  of  East  Clayton 
Mission.  A  Council  had  been  invited  to  meet  with 
the  congregation.  Members  of  the  Council  were: 
R.  E.  Moore,  Director  of  Missions  in  the  Johnston 
Association;  James  Little,  Moderator  of  the  Asso- 
ciation; Chester  Capps,  member  of  First  Baptist 
and  a  few  others. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Missionary 
of  the  Association,  R.  E.  Moore.  A  selection  of 
Scriptures  from  Responsive  Readings  in  Baptist 
Hymnal  under  the  title  "The  Church"  was  read 
responsively  and  prayer  was  led  by  R.  E.  Moore. 
The  purpose  of  the  council  was  stated  and  a 
Moderator  and  Clerk  were  elected.  Mr.  James 
Little,  Moderator  of  the  Johnston  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation was  chosen  as  the  moderator  of  the  meeting 
and  R.  E.  Moore  was  chosen  as  Clerk. 


Hillside  Baptist  Church 

R.F.D.,  Clayton,  N.C. 

The  moderator  called  for  someone  from  the  group 
to  state  the  need  for  a  Baptist  church  in  the  area. 
Mr.  Sheron  Pleasants  spoke  for  the  group  stating 
that  there  was  a  number  of  unreached  and  unsaved 
people  in  the  area  that  prefer  the  Baptist  faith  and 
desired  to  have  a  church  of  their  own  in  the  village. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  Johnson,  who  had  been  chosen  as 
pastor  for  the  group  read  a  resolution  recommend- 
ing proceeding  with  the  organization.  A  copy  of  a 
suggested  constitution  prepared  by  the  N.  C.  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  was  presented.  The  entire 
constitution  was  not  read,  but  suggested  alterations 
were  pointed  out.  The  Constitution  included  the 
usual  accepted  By— Laws,  Church  Covenant, 
Articles  of  Faith,  and  Rules  of  Order.  A  motion 
was  made  and  carried  that  the  Constitution  be 
adopted. 

A  list  of  the  chosen  officers  was  read.  Each  group 
of  officers  was  elected  separately.  The  officers  are 
as  follows:  Pastor:  Rev.  Clyde  Johnson;  Church 
Clerk  and  Treasurer:  Sheron  Pleasants;  Deacons: 
Elbert  Hogg,  Ralph  Langdon,  Robert  Denning;  one 
is  to  serve  one  year,  one  is  to  serve  two  years,  and 
one  is  to  serve  three  years.  The  length  of  that  term 
of  each  is  to  be  determined  later;  Trustees;  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Spoon,  Mr.  Ralph  Langdon,  Pearl  Denning, 
and  Mr.  Elbert  Hogg;  Sunday  School  Officers: 
Supt.,  Elbert  Hogg,  Assoc.  Supt.,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Spoon; 
Sunday  School  Teachers:  Adults,  Elbert  Hogg, 
Intermediate,  Doris  Pleasants,  Juniors,  Sheron 
Pleasants,   Primaries,  Mrs.   Shirley  Whitley;  House 


Committee:  Person  Denning,  Ralph  Langdon,  Pearl 
Denning,  and  Robert  Denning;  Church  Finance 
Committee:     Ralph     Denning,     Robert    Denning, 

Names  of  those  desiring  to  become  members  were 
read.  A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  these 
become  charter  members  and  any  others  who 
joined  the  church  within  thirty  days  also  be  con- 
sidered charter  members. 

The  list  of  the  charter  members  along  with  how 
they  came  to  the  church  follows: 

Those  received  by  Statement  of  their  Faith: 

Elgy  Tart,  Linda  Tart,  Brenda  Heath,  Pearl  Denning, 

and  Mrs.  Lilly  Norris. 

Those  with  Letters  from  Piney  Grove  Baptist 
Church : 

Clyde  Johnson,  Mrs.  Maybelle  Johnson,  Stephen 
Johnson,  and  Michael  Johnson. 

Those  requesting  Letter  from  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Clayton: 

Sheron  Pleasants,  Elbert  Hogg,  Emma  Hogg,  Linda 
Hogg,  Ronnie  Hogg,  Kenneth  Hogg,  David  Hogg, 
Larry  Benson,  Paulette  Heath,  Phylis  Langdon, 
Nuitt  Langdon,  Perry  Langdon,  Tim  Barbour, 
Dusty  Heath,  Rusty  Heath,  Shirley  Whitley, 
Robert  Denning,  and  Mike  Barbour. 

Those  who  had  come  by  Letter  through  the  First 

Baptist  Church: 

Ralph     Langdon,    Mrs.    Mavis    Langdon,    W.    R. 

Langdon,  Ralph  Person  Denning,  Imogene  Smith, 

Mrs.  Willie  Dale  Spoon,  Carol  Strickland,  and  Guy 

Strickland. 

Those  who  are  Candidates  for  Baptism: 
Joe  Young,  and  Albert  Denning. 

Those    received    by    Letter    from    Dover    Baptist 

Church: 

Lewis  W.  Dean. 

The  right  hand  of  Christian  Fellowship  was  given 
those  of  the  new  church  by  the  members  of  the 
council:  Rev.  John  Steen,  James  Little,  Troy  Page, 
and  Chester  Capps  of  Clayton  First;  Rev.  Guy 
Futral  of  White  Oak;  Ruffin  Hogg  of  Hocutt  Mem. 
and  R.  E.  Moore  of  Four  Oaks. 

Mr.  Little,  the  moderator  turned  the  meeting  over 
to  the  pastor,  Clyde  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson  thanked 
the  visitors  for  their  help  and  called  on  Rev.  John 
Steen  for  closing  prayer. 

The   first  revival  for  the  newly  organized  church 


was  held  April  23  through  May  2,  1965.  Evangelist 
J.  L.  Atkins  held  this  meeting.  The  congregation 
continued  to  grow  under  Gods  leadership  and 
August  1,  1965,  a  training  program  was  started 
through  the  Training  Union  Program  with  about  15 
members  in  attendance. 

By  January  1968,  enrollment  had  grown  to  over 
100  members.  The  need  was  seen  for  a  new  build- 
ing with  space  for  more  Sunday  School  rooms  and 
Fellowship  Hall.  February  1968,  after  much  prayer 
and  consideration,  two  acres  of  land  was  purchased 
from  Mrs.  Lucy  O'Toole  Delaine.  The  location  is 
on  Highway  42,  West  next  to  the  Primary  School. 
At  this  time,  the  church  had  another  pastor,  Rev. 
Richard  Boger. 

The  5th  Sunday  of  September  1968,  Lyles  Baptist 
held  its  first  Homecoming. 

On  August  13,  1968,  the  ladies  of  Lyles  Baptist 
Church  met  to  form  a  W.M.U.  Mrs.  Christine  Bunn, 
Association  W.M.U.  Director,  was  guest  speaker. 
Charter  Members  were  Ann  Hogg,  Minnie  Boger, 
Faye  Stephenson,  Muriel  Heath,  Frances  Woodell, 
and  Cornelia  Woodell.  Muriel  Heath  was  elected  as 
W.M.U.  Director,  Faye  Stephenson,  Secretary, 
Louise  Davis,  our  local  Representative  in  W.M.U. 
was  also  present. 

December  16,  1968,  Lyles  Baptist  Church  voted  to 
purchase  a  parsonage  at  512  Robertson  Street, 
Clayton,  North  Carolina. 

February  8,  1970,  Rev.  Buel  Creason  came  to 
Lyles  Baptist  Church  as  pastor  to  began  the  work 
of  leading  the  people  in  the  steps  of  faith  that  they 
had  taken. 

Grading  of  the  new  church  lot  began  September, 
1970,  and  in  November  a  contract  with  Christians 
Builders  was  accepted  and  a  $70,000.00  Bond  Pro- 
gram was  launched. 

June  2,  1971,  ground  breaking  was  held  on  the 
new  church  site.  Participating  were  Henry  Woodell, 
Chairman  of  the  Deacons,  Mrs.  Faye  Stephenson, 
Mem.  of  Building  Committee,  Mrs.  Muriel  Heath, 
and  John  Auton,  members  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee and  Rev.  Buel  Creason,  Pastor. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  new  building  was  done  by 
the  members  of  the  church.  Rev.  Buel  Creason 
spent  many  long  hours  working  beside  his  members 
to  see  the  church  completed. 

October  3,  1973,  the  first  Sunday  worship  service 
was  held  in  the  newly  completed  Sanctuary.  The 


Sanctuary  seats  225  including  the  choir  loft, 
Vestibule  and  dressing  rooms  for  choir  complete 
the  first  floor.  The  basement  houses  8  Sunday 
School  rooms,  two  restrooms,  fellowship  hall, 
and  kitchen.  Although  the  Church  is  not  com- 
pleted, we  hope  to  see  this  work  done  in  the  near 
future.  With  the  help  of  God  to  see  it  grow  and 
expand  in  the  coming  years. 

In  August,  1975,  Rev.  John  Ench,  Jr.  was  called  as 
Pastor. 

November  5,  1975,  the  church  voted  to  change  the 
name  from  Lyles  Memorial  Baptist  Church  to 
Hillside  Baptist  Church. 

At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  History,  a  new 
Constitution  has  been  written  for  Hillside  Baptist 
Church.  Members  of  this  committee  were  Nellie 
Boling,  Cornelia  Harris,  Margaret  Flowers,  Charlie 
Little,  Larry  Raines  and  John  Ench. 

It  has  long  been  the  view  of  this  church  that  there 
should  be  a  place  for  all  people  to  worship  God 
regardless  of  race  or  creed  or  station  in  life  where 
the  goal  is  to  serve  God  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 
Our  desire  for  the  future  is  that  we  might  reach 
every  person  in  our  vicinity  for  Christ.  Our  desire 
is  to  follow  the  great  commission  and,  GO  YE 
THEREFORE  AND  TEACH  ALL  NATIONS 
BAPTIZING  THEM  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
FATHER,  AND  OF  THE  SON,  AND  OF  THE 
HOLY  GHOST,  Matt.  28:19.  To  teach  the  young 
in  the  ways  of  God,  to  care  for  the  aged  and  the 
poor.  With  prayer  and  dedication  of  these  servants 
of  God  at  Hillside  Baptist  Church  we  will  see  these 
goals  accomplished. 


Pastors  —  Hillside  Baptist  Church 

Rev.  Clyde  Johnson 

Rev.  Richard  Boger 

Rev.  Buel  Creason 

Rev.  John  Ench,  Jr. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  church,  three  men 
have  surrendered  to  the  call  of  God  as  Ministers: 
Richard  Hogg,  Elbert  Hogg,  Thomas  Woodell. 
Elbert  and  Richard  Hogg  were  licensed  as  Preachers. 
On  May  13th,  1971,  Thomas  Woodell  was  ordained 
as  a  Southern  Baptist  Minister. 

During  the  church  year  of  1975—1976,  God  has 
done  a  great  work  in  the  hearts  of  our  people. 
They  are  becoming  more  mission  minded  than  ever. 

The  mission  aim  of  the  church  has  grown  until  the 
church  now  has  an  active  brotherhood,  plus  R.  A. 
Group. 

The  W.M.U.  has  a  Baptist  Woman's  organization, 
with  one  prayer  group,  a  Baptist  Young  Woman's 
organization  with  one  Bible  Study  group,  Actions 
and  G.  A.'s.  The  church  at  this  particular  time  has 
two  Bible  Study  classes  each  week  in  the  homes. 
One  for  older  adults  and  one  for  younger  adults. 
Every  second  and  fourth  Sunday,  the  church  has 
worship  services  with  the  people  at  Marlboro  Rest- 
home    on     Highway     210    out    from    Smithfield. 

Homecoming  Day  is  permanently  set  by  the 
church  as  the  first  Sunday  of  every  October.  This 
being  in  memory  of  the  first  service  held  in  the 
new  building. 

Faye  Stephenson,  Clerk 
Muriel  Heath,  Director  W.M.U. 


JONESBORO  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Jonesboro  Baptist  Church 
R.F.D.,  Dunn,N.  C. 


On  the  13th  of  October  1971,  around  40  people 
met  at  the  old  Jonesboro  Schoolhouse,  which  was 
being  used  at  that  time  as  a  tobacco  pack  house  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlyle  Barefoot,  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  plans  to  start  a  church  in  the  Jonesboro 
Community. 

Garrett  Webb  made  a  motion  in  favor  of  starting  a 
church,  seconded  by  James  Corbett  Barefoot,  all 
voted  100%.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Carlyle  Barefoot  donated 
the  old  schoolhouse  and  one  acre  of  land  for  the 
new  church.  They  gave  an  outright  deed  in  the 
name  of  the  church  to  the  church,  if  the  land  and 
building  ceases  to  be  used  for  Church  Services,  it  is 
to  be  sold  and  proceeds  forwarded  to  the  Baptist 
hospital  or  Children's  Home. 

Pauline  Webb  made  the  motion  and  it  was  second- 
ed by  Carlyle  Barefoot  that  the  church  be  named 
Jonesboro  Baptist  Church.  Everyone  voted 
unanimous. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Turner  held  the  first  church  service 
on  October  24,  1971,  with  thirty-four  charter 
members  joining  with  a  total  of  forty  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School  and  fifty-eight  present. 

Garrett  Webb  was  elected  first  Superintendent  with 
James  Corbett  Barefoot  as  assistant.  Ora  Mae 
Barefoot,  first  Choir  Director,  and  Carlyle  Barefoot, 
assistant.  Karen  Barefoot  was  first  pianist,  Barbara 
Jackson,  assistant.  Trustees,  Abel  Penny,  Donnie 
Johnson,  and  Clawson  H.  Webb.  Church  treasurer, 


Ora  Mae  Barefoot. 

From  October  13  to  October  30,  services  were  held 
on  each  Sunday  morning  and  Wednesday  night 
with    chairs    borrowed    from    the    Funeral    Home. 

Pews  and  church  furniture  were  placed  in  the 
church  on  October  30,  1971,  purchased  from 
Massey  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  cost  of  $1,500.00  which  have  been 
paid  for. 

Remodeling  of  the  old  schoolhouse  into  the  beauti- 
ful church  was  done  by  Mr.  Buddy  Golden  Wood 
and  son,  Larry,  from  Benson,  North  Carolina.  The 
sheet  rock  was  hung  and  finished  out  by  Billy 
Jackson  and  brothers,  Laud,  Johnny  and  Hugh 
Jackson. 

The  carpet  was  bought  from  Mack  Holland  Furni- 
ture Company  and  installed  by  Leon  Tart  and  Vick 
Byrd  free  of  charge. 

Garrett  Webb  was  building  fund  treasurer  followed 
by  Edward  Wood. 

Rev.  Leon  Tart  conducted  the  first  business  meet- 
ing and  acted  as  moderator  until  the  Rev.  Frank 
Turner  was  voted  in  as  first  Pastor,  November  3, 
1971,  also  on  this  date  the  church  voted  Carlyle 
Barefoot  to  the  deacon  board  as  chairman  along 
with  Garrett  Webb  and  James  Corbett  Barefoot  to 
serve  as  deacons.     On  November  14,  1971,  James 


Corbctt  Barefoot  and  Garrett  Webb  were  ordained 
as  deacons. 

The  church  had  its  first  harvest  sale  on  Novem- 
ber 13,  1971,  with  the  success  of  raising  $1,700. 00. 
First  Christmas  Play  December  20,  1971,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Ora  Mac  Barefoot. 

The  first  Easter  Cantata  was  held  on  March  26, 
1972,  led  by  Barbara  Jackson. 

The  first  Revival  was  held  April  2-8,  1972. 
Rev.  Frank  Turner  was  the  Evangelist.  There  were 
five  saved  and  were  baptized  April  30,  at  the 
Westfield  Baptist  Church  in  Dunn,  North  Carolina. 
They  were  Carolyn  Wood,  Bonnie  Wood,  Ronnie 
Wood,  Gertrude  Messer  and  Eddie  Home. 

The  first  wedding  was  held  on  March  25,  1972,  for 
Sylvia  Ann  Barefoot  and  Edward  Hugh  Jackson,  by 
Rev.  Leon  Tart. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Turner's  resignation  was  accepted 
by  the  church  on  April  30,  1972.  Glenn  Wood 
fdled  the  pulpit  from  May  1,  til  July  9,  all  but  two 
Sundays  when  Rev.  Juleoies  Holloway  preached. 
On  July  16,  1972,  Rev.  A.  D.  Stephenson  was 
voted  in  as  full  time  pastor.  The  church  now  has  a 
total  of  forty-one  members. 

On  October  1,  1973,  Rev.  Leon  Tart  succeeded 
Rev.  A.  D.  Stephenson  as  full  time  pastor.  After 
Rev.  Tart  became  pastor  the  church  began  a  radio 
ministering  called  the  Bible  Hour  at  8:30  a.m.  on 
W.P.Y.B.  Benson,  North  Carolina,  radio  station. 
Laura  Faye  Barefoot,  treasurer  at  this  time. 

During  1973—1974  air  conditioners  were  added 
to  the  sanctuary  and  Sunday  School  rooms,  a  new 
desk  and  church  phone  were  added  to  the  pastor's 
study.  To  beautify  the  yards  a  lawn  was  sowed  and 
white  posts  and  chain  added. 

There  was  a  great  spiritual  revival  held  in  the  spring 
with  Rev.  C.  Gary  from  Matthew,  North  Carolina, 
being  the  visiting  evangelist. 

The  church  began  having  Gospel  sings  in  1974  and 
they  were  a  great  inspiration  to  the  church.  Every- 
one enjoyed  the  fellowship  with  other  people  from 
the  different  churches  and  communities. 

Homecoming  was  held  for  the  first  time  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  October  1972,  also  which  was  the  first 
Anniversary  of  the  church  and  has  been  annual 
event  since.  October  27,  1974,  our  church  member- 
ship had  grown  to  eighty  members.  The  Sunday 
School  enrollment  being  a  112  with  a  good  average 


attendance  each  Sunday.  At  the  close  of  1974 
Jonesboro  Baptist  Church  by  the  help  of  God  and 
the  members  has  been  able  to  make  the  Church 
debt  free  within  three  years  after  it  was  established. 

During  the  year  of  1973,  one  of  our  Charter  mem- 
bers passed  away  which  was  Brother  Carl  Tart.  In 
1974  Sister  Eula  Tart  Tyner  passed  away  who  was 
a  Charter  Member. 


During  the  year  of  1975  Jonesboro  Baptist  Church 
had  a  very  successful  year.  Rev.  Leon  Tart  is  still 
serving  as  pastor.  Many  things  have  been  accom- 
plished. Abel  Penny  has  been  added  to  the  deacon 
board  and  Edward  Wood  became  the  new  Superin- 
tendent. Henry  Parker  the  new  choir  director  with 
Judy  Parker,  his  assistant.  Kathy  Barefoot  is  the 
new  pianist.  Hugh  Jackson,  building  fund  treasurer. 

Our  goal  for  1975  was  to  add  more  Sunday  School 
rooms  and  to  install  central  heat  and  air,  bath- 
rooms, and  add  chairs  and  tables  to  the  Juniors  and 
Primary    rooms.    Our    goal    has    been    completed. 

The  Brotherhood  added  cement  walks,  and  the 
W.M.U.  placed  drapes  to  each  Sunday  School  room 
window  and  also  had  the  yards  landscaped. 

Each  year  since  the  Jonesboro  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  we  have  had  a  very  successful  Bible 
School.  Mrs.  Ora  Mae  Barefoot  was  the  first 
Director  of  the  Bible  School.  The  first  year  average 
attendance  was  62. 

During  the  year  of  1975,  for  recreation  the  church 
purchased  an  activity  bus  in  which  everyone  has 
enjoyed  it  very  much. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  of  1975  the  church  mem- 
bership has  grown  to  92,  with  a  real  good  average 
attendance  in  Sunday  School. 

On  July  14,  1976,  our  regular  business  meeting  was 
held  and  the  church  voted  to  add  a  full  set  of 
deacons.  They  were  Clawson  H.  Webb,  Henry 
Parker,  Valton  Hayes,  Carlie  Earl  Parker,  and  Leray 
Barefoot. 

During  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Johnston  Baptist 
Association,  1975,  Jonesboro  Baptist  Church  was 
received  under  its  Watch-Care  in  accordance  with 
the  Association's  Constitution.  In  October  1976, 
while  in  annual  session  the  Association  will  recog- 
nize Jonesboro  as  a  regular  member. 

Leon  Tart 


L- 


